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The Changing Times 

 

Times were harder 

and harder for the 

natives. The last of 

the annuities in their 

treaty were received 

by the Three Fires 

tribes in 1828. A year 

later they were barely able to exist. Shabbona 

lived on land that would soon be given him by 

the government, but he had far-flung people 

under his care. He went to the agent in Peoria to 

explain that his Potawatomi in the Spoon River 

Valley had been driven out by settlers and they 

needed a place to live. Three years later he trav-

eled to St. Louis for the same purpose; a deci-

sion was made to move these Potawatomi to the 

Rock River area.1  

 

Before the coming of many settlers, other mis-

sionaries like the aforementioned Elder Walker 

were making their way through the Illinois 

country. Adam Payne was a fiery preacher 

known for his eloquence and his striking ap-

pearance. He had “a long, wavy beard, black as 

a crow, which reached to his waist, while the 

hair of his head hung in confused clusters down 

his back.” The Potawatomi called him Buzee 

Chemokaman meaning Hairy White Man. The 

summer of 1830, he visited Assimenek. His in-

terpreter was Mike Girty, a half-breed from Bu-

reau County. Though Girty was a thief and a 

cutthroat, he translated the fervent sermons 

well; unbeliever that he was, he made many 

converts for the missionary wherever they 

went. Twenty-seven of Shabbona’s band were 

baptized on this visit, but not Shabbona. In 

speaking of Christianity, he said he could not 

understand “how God became an infant, a boy, 

a man and permitted himself to die an ignomin-

ious death on the cross.”2  

 

In the winter of 1831 Shabbona was camped 

along the Illinois River where his band was 

attracted by the good hunting. George Walker 

of the Ottawa area wanted to build a cabin, so 

Shabbona and George and Will Armstrong 

helped him. A difficult part of cabin construc-

tion is securing the roof rafters, especially when 

balancing on snow-covered logs. Shabbona, 

with his great strength, his moccasins giving 

him good purchase on the snowy surface, made 

short work of holding each rafter in place as the 

Armstrong boys pinned the ends. Then they 

sawed clapboards from red oak and covered the 

rafters.3 This is an example of Shabbona learn-

ing the ways of the settlers and trying to inte-

grate the two cultures for the benefit of both.  

 

That same winter, in February, Shabbona’s 

camp was further west at his sugar-making 

grove near the trail leading from the Galena 

lead mines to the more settled area of Peoria. 

This path was fast becoming a wagon road 

called Kellogg’s Trail. Charles and Elizabeth 

Boyd had built a cabin along the trail. The win-

ter of 1830-1831 went down in history as the 

time of The Big Snow; it started in November 

with heavy coverage.4 When the snow was 

about two feet deep, tragedy struck the Boyds. 

Their cabin home burned to the ground. The 

nearest settler was 25 miles away.  

 

Shabbona was immediately aware, however, of 

the predicament. The Boyds decided that they 

       Part 4 of 6/7 

     Chief Shabbona 
  by Marilyn Rasmusen 

Taken from Portrait and Bio-
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., 
1885 
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could manage to live in their smokehouse, and 

Shabbona provided meat for the desperate cou-

ple for the rest of the winter. Elizabeth Boyd 

treasured a wooden bowl that Shabbona gave 

her at this time.5 Now the bowl rests safely in 

the Princeton museum of the Bureau County 

Historical Society.  

 

Shabbona’s Family 

 

The following paragraphs are a compilation of 

details gathered about Shabbona’s wives. The 

sources referred to are of the books heretofore 

mentioned in footnotes unless otherwise speci-

fied. It is a tedious listing of conflicting notes 

made just for the record. Therefore, it is recom-

mended, gentle reader, that attention be 

skipped down to the summarizing upshot.  

 

Merchant Hickling says Shabbona’s first wife 

was a daughter of an Illinois River chief, that his 

second wife was large and decrepit when she 

died with her grandchild near Morris from 

drowning. When Shabbona moved to Shabbona 

Grove, his family included two wives.  

 

Long-time friend Armstrong describes the first 

wife as Wiomex Ocono, daughter of the Prairie 

Band Potawatomi chief; when she became large, 

her name was changed to Konoka. She was tall-

er and darker than Shabbona. When older, she 

rode in the bed of the wagon. After 30 years of 

marriage, to relieve the labors of his first wife, 

he took a second wife, a small, young Kickapoo 

named Nebequa. However, the wives did not 

get along, so he sent the second wife back to her 

people. Armstrong also describes the death of 

Wiomex in 1864; she was found with her arms 

about her little granddaughter, both drowned 

after falling from a Democrat wagon at the edge 

of Mazon Creek. The January 8, 1865 obituary in 

the Sycamore Republican Sentinal reads, “Mrs. 

Shabbona of Sandwich died January 3 of 

drowning. Also her grand-daughter drowned 

with her. The deceased is the wife of the old In-

dian chief…. The family were naturally early 

settlers.”  

 

Neighbor Marsh writes that the first wife was 

the daughter of Spotka. He later mentions the 

widow Pakonaka.  

 

Matson who interviewed Shabbona in 1837 for 

his Memories of Shaubena says Shabbona’s first 

wife was daughter of Chief Spotka whose vil-

lage was on the Illinois River east of the mouth 

of the Fox; she died at Shabbona Grove where 

Matson took visitors to see her and her two chil-

dren’s graves. His second wife was Miomex 

Zebequa who drowned in 1864, and his third 

was Pokanoka. The last two wives did not get 

along, and later, the third wife went to Kansas.  

 

Alice Zeman who spent much time living and 

interviewing in the Shabbona Grove area is cer-

tain that one of Shabbona’s wives is buried 

there; James Dowd was shown the affirmed 

gravesite of a wife by park rangers.  

 

The 1905 Almanac claims his first wife to be 

Wiomex, aka Cokanokek, who was large, and 

his second wife was a Kickapoo.  

 

A DeKalb newspaper of 1898 reports that a de-

scendant of Shabbona who was visiting here 

says there were three wives, the second of 

whom was Pokenoquay, a wife of many years.  

 

The Morris library vertical-file notes that Shab-

bona’s great-niece says the daughter of Spotka 

was Wiomen Ocono, daughter of Chief Spoltka. 

Another clipping here says that Shabbona mar-

ried Pokenoquay, daughter of Spotaka, when he 

was 25, the marriage lasting 50 years. The May 

18, 1876, Morris Reformer mentions a large wife, 

Pkuknequa, who drowned. This file also con-
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tains the memories of two old settlers: L. Strawn 

remembered Shabbona’s wife as Conoka, 

weighing about 400 pounds, never using a 

chair—she sat on the cabin floor to cook. Settler 

Hollenbeck said Shabbona wed Pokenoquay 

when he was 25, that she was the daughter of 

Spotaka, and when he knew her, she weighed 

about 300 pounds.  

 

Researcher Dowd writes in Thunders Speak that 

Shabbona wed a first time and then later wed 

his long-time wife 

Pkuknoquah, daughter of 

Topnibi, who claimed to be 

chief of all the Potawatomi. She 

was large; she drowned at the 

age of 81. Dowd has found evi-

dence of possibly four other 

wives.  

 

Another biographer, Hodge, 

states Shabbona was married 

three times, the last two wives 

being with him at the same 

time.  

 

Researcher Murphy’s paper 

says Shabbona hunted near 

Chicago in the spring of 1800 

and that he wed the daughter 

of Spotka. She was named 

Wiomex Ocono aka Cokanokek and was large. 

He had a second wife named Nebequa who was 

small.  

 

Boies, writing in History of DeKalb County, Illi-

nois, 1868, indicates three wives, one deceased 

and buried at Shabbona Grove, a second with 

her tribe in Council Bluffs and a third, Poka-

noka, a large woman who drowned November 

30, 1864.  

 

Hatch says that Shabbona and Oconoko lived at 

Shabbona Grove from 1805 to 1832, then at 

times till 1849 when they were ousted.  

 

Past & Present Bureau County states Wiomex 

Ocono wed Shabbona at her home at Chicago. 

Further on there is mention that “the Boyds on 

the Peoria-Galena Road had an inn where the 

stage changed horses and slept overnight on 

straw in a large room by the kitchen. Shabbona 

was nearby with his four wives.”  

 

The DeKalb Chronicle issue of 

May 23, 1972, reports the visit 

of Shabbona’s great-great 

grandson, descendant of the 

first wife who was Chief Spot-

ka’s daughter. He said that 

Chief Pontiac was the great-

uncle of Shabbona and that 

Shabbona had three wives.  

 

In Robinson’s 1864 publication 

of Shabbona’s words about the 

Battle of Tippecanoe, Shabbona 

said that he fought beside “an 

old Ottawa chief and his son, 

the brother of my wife” and he 

gives much detail about how 

the three of them interacted 

with two American horsemen.6 

There is skepticism about this 

account,7 but if true, that would mean Shabbona 

had an Ottawa wife at that time, 1811, or before.  

 

In summary, the information above, though 

conflicting somewhat in names and detail, 

points to at least three wives for Shabbona: the 

first perhaps before 1810, the second, a long-

term wife who became heavy, and a third short-

er-term.  

 

As to Shabbona’s children, there is general 

agreement that Shabbona’s twin sons died 

One of Chief Shabbona’s long-time 
wives, who died of drowning, was de-
scribed in many accounts as a large 
woman. 
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when about 12 years old and are buried at Shab-

bona Grove, and Armstrong says Shabbona vis-

ited their graves regularly all the rest of his life, 

“and threw himself prone upon his face over 

the little green mounds, bedewing them with 

his tears.” The 1906 Almanac mentions a son 

who became a prosperous farmer in Kansas and 

that his mother was Nebequa. The Gardner 

Weekly, April 11, 1916, apparently refers to a 

daughter of Nebequa when it reports that Ne-

bequan, daughter of Shabbona, “who claims to 

be 90,” visited Morris from her Kansas home to 

investigate title to Shabbona’s land in Grundy 

and other counties and to visit Shabbona’s 

grave.  

 

Armstrong describes a visit in 1880 to Shab-

bona’s son, Matwa, in Kansas. Matwa was very 

reticent, refusing to answer questions regarding 

Shabbona “because you may be cheating me out 

of my land or ponies.” Armstrong asked if he 

remembered a night some 50 years before when 

he took a little white boy along spear fishing 

and the boy throwing his spear into a large cat-

fish was pulled out of the canoe—that he res-

cued the boy, still holding onto the spear. Mat-

wa did remember and was delighted to hear 

that Armstrong had been the boy. However, he 

could give little information about Shabbona.8  

 

Murphy writes that Shabbona had four sons 

and four daughters. In a Morris library clipping 

Hollenbeck says there were two sons and five 

daughters and that each was given a pony by 

the government in 1829.  

 

Dowd tells a pony story also when he quotes a 

settler as follows: “The Indians...never provided 

anything for the ponies to eat during the winter, 

so the ponies had to steal what they ate. As 

none of us had barns we had to stack hay out-

doors. The ponies used to eat nights. The boys 

of the neighborhood used to catch them and 

ride them down as far as Somonauk Creek, 10 

miles away. They would drive all they did not 

ride and leave them in the woods.” 

 

A Sycamore newspaper of September 17, 1898, 

mentions that Martha, or Mitawaski, only living 

child of Shabbona is visiting Morris from Kan-

sas, and that Shabbona had two sons and five 

daughters; “his son Smoke a magnificent fellow, 

tall and well-proportioned with 

fine expressive features, dignified 

and courteous in bearing, distin-

guished as being perfectly temper-

ate, disdained to touch whisky.” 

The article goes on to say that the 

other son, Wynonway was a 

“heavy, good-natured fellow” and 

that Shabbona was a particularly 

honorable man who sometimes 

brought his grandchildren to meet-

ings and was particular to keep 

them in good order. “There 

seemed to be strict discipline kept 

up among them. Some of them 

were coming over from Paw Paw 

in a wagon. They had been drink-

This photo of an Old Settler's Assn. Meeting, 1898,  pictures  
Shabbona's daughter Matwaweika, her husband, and Shabbona’s  
granddaughter. 
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ing and one, being particularly disorderly was 

tied hands and feet and left on the ground. Then 

another and another, as they drove along, 

served in the same manner and left till evening 

when they were released.”  

 

The DeKalb Chronicle, May 23, 1972 reports that 

Shabbona’s great-great-grandson from Kansas 

was visiting Illinois. This descendent said he 

was from the first of Shabbona’s three wives, 

who was the daughter of Chief Spotka. He also 

said that Chief Pontiac was a great-uncle of 

Shabbona.  

 

Dowd’s extensive research into the children of 

Shabbona lists them as follows: the sons were 

Pypegee, killed in 1830s in Kansas; Smoke or 

Peck-kwa-ni, died in Iowa in 1840s; Oh-messah; 

Wynonway; Shata; Matowa; Mamas; perhaps 

one more son known as “The Grumbler” or per-

haps this is Matowa. Daughters were: Sebe-

quay; Way-wash; Mack-kar-se-se-qua; Motoway

-quah; Mary.9  

 
1. Temple, Indian Village of The Illinois Country.  

2. Matson, N., Memories of Shaubena.  

3. Armstrong, P., speech recorded in pamphlet for Shabbona 

Monument Dedication near Harding, Illinois, August 29, 1906.  

4. Hubbard, G., The Autobiography of Gurdon Saltonstall Hub-

bard . 

5. Past And Present Bureau County, 1906.  

6. Whickar, J. Wesley, Indiana Magazine of History, 1921, 

“Shabonee’s Account of Tippecanoe, which quotes Solon Rob-

inson.  

7. Dowd, James, correspondence June 29, 1992.  

8. Armstrong, P., The Sauks And The Black Hawk War.  

9. Dowd, James, Built Like A Bear. 

 

 

 

   Marilyn Rue Rasmusen 
         1928-2009 

 

Cornsilk contributor and active member of the historical community Marilyn  

Rasmusen of Leland died in a tragic accident, along with her husband, Ben, and 

granddaughter Elizabeth, on July 13, 2009. Marilyn spent much of last winter  

organizing her extensive research notes on Chief Shabbona and writing a series of 

articles for Cornsilk. The series started in the Winter 2008 issue and will 

continue for 7 issues, until Summer 2010. For many years Marilyn pre-

sented programs to schools and community groups on Native Americans 

dressed as an Indian maiden. Marilyn had recently begun serving as re-

cording secretary for the DeKalb County Association of Historical Socie-

ties and Museums and recorded the minutes in this issue just two days 

before she died. Marilyn and Ben loved history and politics, were dedicat-

ed to their community, and were known for their generosity and for their 

contribution to prairie restoration.  

 

Our deepest sympathies to the Rasmusen family, which includes sons Eric 

of Indiana and Andrew of California, and daughter Mary Beale of Califor-

nia. We will always be grateful for the lasting contributions Marilyn made 

to the historical community. Marilyn, we will miss you. 
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Greentown, Illinois 
By A.A. Bud Burgin 

 

Doris Hendrickson from Waterman was a great 

granddaughter of early settler James Greene. Much 

of the information I could find came from her. 

 

James Greene was one of the first settlers to lo-

cate in the northwest corner of Victor Town-

ship, coming in the 1840s. Greene built a log 

house a short distance northwest of Chicago 

and Leland roads. A community that became 

known as Greentown developed in around that 

intersection. At that time settlers went to Dixon 

to purchase their land, selling at the time for 

$1.25 per acre.  

 

The Concord stage coach, which ran from Chi-

cago to Dixon, passed the Greene farm regular-

ly, pulled by four horses. When the coach got a 

mile and a half west of the Greene farm, the 

driver’s assistant began blowing the horn an-

nouncing their approach to Ross Grove, where a 

change of horses was waiting. The driver al-

ways galloped the horses the last quarter mile, 

pulling up with a flourish, the brakes grinding, 

and the horses steaming. Many teams and wag-

ons carrying new settlers heading west along 

Chicago Road also passed the Greene farm. 

 

Wheat was hauled to Aurora to be sold or taken 

to a mill in Ottawa to be ground into flour. 

Dressed pork was also taken to market in Auro-

ra and sold for 3 cents a pound. 

 

Although the area consisted mostly of farmers, 

the 1860 census also shows a Methodist preach-

er, a Baptist preacher, a carpenter, a tanner, a 

seamstress, and a dress maker living in the 

Greentown vicinity. Many men from this area 

served in Company K of the 105th Illinois Volun-

teer Infantry during the Civil War. 

 

The first religious services were led by a circuit 

rider in the Greene home. This was the begin-

ning of the Greentown Methodist Church. Later 

this church merged with the Suydam congrega-

tion.  

 

A 22 x 26-foot schoolhouse was built in town-

ship section 5 around 1852, located on the 

 

Lost Communities of DeKalb County 
 

This series highlights some of the “corners,” “groves,” and “postal stops” that 

once existed. Towns still in existence will not be highlighted, except possibly 

those who remain as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society are 

invited to research one of the lost communities and submit an article.  

1871 
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northwest corner of Chicago and Leland roads 

on land purchased from James Greene. In 1902, 

a new schoolhouse was built on the same corner 

and the old building was moved south to the 

R.J. Sawyer farm and used as a workshop until 

it was torn down. Students often had debates 

and spelling bees with other schools. These 

events were held in the evening, with parents 

and neighbors attending. For several years prior 

to 1910, the Greentown Methodist Church met 

twice a month at the school. Greentown School 

served the community until closing in the 

spring of 1950. The schoolhouse was then sold. 

Remodeled as a residence, it still stands today. 

For many years, Greentown alumni held reun-

ions. 

 

A blacksmith shop was located on the northeast 

corner of Chicago and Leland intersection. Wil-

liam Grady, the blacksmith, not only shod hors-

es, he also made axes, picks, shovels and 

spades, wagon boxes, plow beams, and once 

made a pair of ice skates for a young boy. 

 

Farmers in the Greentown community received 

their mail at the Van Buren post office located 

on the west side of Leland Road about one-half 

mile south of Greentown School. This post 

office opened in 1851 and closed in 1893. Jeremi-

ah Mulford was postmaster in 1852 and also 

was listed as a general merchant in the DeKalb 

County Directory of 1854. In 1896 the Victor 

Post Office opened on the James Greene farm to 

serve the community. James Greene was the 

postmaster. Victor continued until rural mail 

delivery began in 1902. ♦ 

 

 
[Note: Previous communities covered in this series 

are: Henrietta, McGirr, Coltonville, East Paw Paw,  

Hicks Mills, Snell, Ross Grove.] 

This photo of the first Greentown School, built around 
1852, was found in the Waterman Centennial Album. 

The second Greentown School, built in 1902. From  
Rural School Journeys, courtesy Norman Schaefer. 

A view of the inside of the school shows Mr. Henigan 
with his 1946 class. From Rural School Journeys,  
courtesy Norman Schaefer. 
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A  two-story log cabin house that was built 

about 1835 by William Miller near the 

Kishwaukee River between Kingston and Gen-

oa has been saved from destruction and will be 

rebuilt near the Russell Forest Preserve for his-

torical education purposes. 

 

Located on the Floyd Nelson Sr., farm on Pleas-

ant Hill Road, the cabin had been relocated 

many years ago from its original site closer to 

the river, according to a granddaughter Donna 

M. Nelson. Later it was incorporated into a 

farmhouse with new walls being constructed 

over the original logs and the living quarters 

expanded. 

 

The house stood empty since 2005 when the last 

occupant, Floyd Nelson Jr., died. In a coopera-

tive effort between the DeKalb County Forest 

Preserve District and Ellwood family descend-

ants, the house walls were removed and a pro-

fessional restoration expert, Tim Kildy, 

wasbrought in from St. Louis to disassemble 

and tag each log for later rebuilding. Terry Han-

nan, superintendent of the forest preserve dis-

trict, said a location adjacent to the Russell For-

est Preserve on land owned by the City of Gen-

oa is where a new foundation will be laid and 

the structure re-assembled. This acreage is be-

ing turned back to natural prairie and this cabin 

will fit into the project nicely. It will be owned 

by the forest preserve district, and their Natural 

Resources Educator, Peggy Doty, will incorpo-

rate it into her pioneer history program for ele-

mentary school students. She said that Kildy 

discovered the remains of a hearth and fireplace 

during dismantling and so they hope to recreate 

that hearth so pioneer cooking can be added to 

her teaching lessons. The cabin will not include 

electricity or water, as the original home had 

neither. The nearby Russell preserve Natural 

Resources Center has bathroom facilities that 

can be utilized by students and other visitors. 

 

According to Ms. Nelson the cabin was occu-

pied by Nelson and his wife Harriet A. Miller 

who was an Ellwood. Nelson, also known by 

the first name Casey, was manager of the 

Ellwood farming operation there and remained 

until his death in 1967. His son Rex Nelson then 

took over, and now his son Randy is running 

the farm. They live in an adjoining house that 

was constructed much later on the property. 

 

Hannon praised the many volunteers and do-

nors who made the preservation project possi-

ble. He said the DeKalb County Community 

Foundation contributed $10,000 toward the 

work and another $6,000 came from a family 

member, J. Ellwood Towle of St. Louis. By 

Spring 2010 they hope to begin constructing a 

new foundation and then will bring Kildy back 

for the reconstruction.  

 

DeKalb historian Steve Bigolin said while the 

Nelsons have operated the farm all these years 

it is still owned by the Miller, Ellwood and 

Towle families. He clarified the date painted on 

the barn of 1833, saying it could not have been 

built until about 1835 as the county history book 

by Henry Boies stated 1835 was when the Mil-

lers settled near Kingston. Miller died in 1888. ♦ 

The Ellwood Cabin 
by Barry Schrader 
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Introduction 

 

[Editor’s. note: The author’s references to the Bird 

Flu of a few years ago are all too reminiscent of to-

day’s H1N1 flu concerns.] Reports continue to 

come from China and the Far East regarding 

Bird Flu. Interestingly, after years of research, it 

has been determined that the 1918 Influenza, 

which killed approximately 650,000 Americans 

and millions worldwide, appears to have been 

the result of a bird flu strain that made the tran-

sition into a particularly deadly form of human 

flu or influenza.1,2,3 

 

The search is on for a vaccination to protect us 

from the current versions of bird flu. In our 

modern society we expect vaccinations to pro-

tect us. No longer do we fear polio, tuberculosis, 

diphtheria, typhoid fever, cholera, influenzas, 

mumps, measles, malaria, etc. But for our fami-

lies prior to the 1950s, death from infectious dis-

eases was a common occurrence. 

 

Diseases, epidemics and pandemics have al-

ways been present in the world. In certain time 

periods and in certain places, a single disease 

caused many deaths. This is called an epidemic. 

If the epidemic occurs in many locations around 

the world, such as the Plague or Black Death in 

Medieval Europe and Asia, it is called a Pan-

demic. 

 

You may well be able to associate epidemics or 

a series of diseases within your own family 

lines. 

 

You may notice “clusters of deaths,” where sev-

eral family members died within a short period 

of time. You may be able to see links with mi-

gration patterns from one location to another 

based on diseases. A description of the diseases 

and the causes of death may add interesting de-

tails to your family’s history. We will give a few 

examples in this article, but you may well find 

more as you investigate your family further. 

 

A Few Definitions4,5 

 

Epidemic: a single disease causes many illnesses 

or deaths in a short period of time 

Pandemic: many similar epidemics in many lo-

cations around the world 

TB or Tuberculosis: a bacteria disease infecting 

the lungs and/or bones 

Flu or influenza: often viral, may be bacterial, 

spread by coughing or sneezing 

Cholera, Typhoid Fever and other waterborne 

diseases: most bacterial, some viral, usually 

spread through contaminated water 

Malaria, also called “Fever and Ague”: bacterial 

disease spread by mosquitoes, extremely 

common throughout the United States until 

sprays to kill mosquitoes were developed. It 

was first treated with quinine, a tropical tree 

bark. 

 

Waterborne Diseases 

 

Cholera and other illnesses that result in diar-

rhea can easily contaminate drinking water 

from streams and wells. Waterborne diseases 

are particularly deadly, for once drinking water 

is contaminated with fecal material you contin-

ue to be re-infected each time you use the water 

For the Genealogist in You . . . 
 

Epidemics and Diseases:  
Tuberculosis, the 1918 Influenza and More  by Margaret M. Kapustiak, MS 
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for drinking. 

 

Watching old Hollywood movies and television 

shows from the 1950s and ‘60s would give the 

impression that most people died from starva-

tion, attacks, or runaway horses, but in fact 

more people died of cholera and contaminated 

water on the Oregon Trail and other routes west 

than any other reason.5 Diarrhea was a frequent 

complaint of travelers through the West. Family 

members traveling to new homes often experi-

enced death and illness. Buried alongside a trail 

or in a river town, their burial sites will be ex-

tremely difficult for a genealogist to locate. 

 

If you have any ancestors who lived in towns 

along a river or beside a lake, you may find 

clusters or patterns of death.6,7,8 As an example, 

the flow of the Chicago River was actually re-

versed because of waterborne diseases. During 

the 1800s Chicago drew much of its drinking 

water from Lake Michigan. But the Chicago 

River was also used for sewage, plus water 

from the streets containing horse manure and 

other wastes flowed into the river. In 1854, it is 

estimated that 5.5% of Chicago’s population 

was killed by cholera. Then, in August of 1885, 

over six inches of rain fell on the city, pushing 

the soiled water far out into the lake, contami-

nating the drinking water. In the next six 

months, it is estimated that about 12 percent of 

Chicago’s population died from cholera and 

typhoid.9 

 

In Chicago’s case, the solution was a slight ring 

of hills and a series of wetlands through which 

could be dug a new flow for the Chicago River. 

Rather than flowing into Lake Michigan and out 

the St. Lawrence River to the Atlantic Ocean it 

could be reversed to flow into the Des Plaines 

River to the Illinois River to the Mississippi Riv-

er, and down to the Gulf of Mexico. This job 

was completed in 1900 and the project was a 

success. By 1908, the rate of deaths from water-

borne diseases had decreased 91%.9 

 

Tuberculosis in New York and New England 

in the Early and Mid-1800s 

 

It was only in the 1950s that a diagnosis of tu-

berculosis was not a death sentence. You may 

have had ancestors who were in TB sanitariums, 

or “took the cure,” or “moved west to a dry en-

vironment.” In New York State and New Eng-

land following the Revolutionary War, tubercu-

losis was rampant. Spread by coughing and 

close contact, settlers from the east coast 

brought TB with them as they moved west.10 

 

Malaria Outbreaks were very common in early 

Illinois and the Midwest 

 

Malaria is transmitted by mosquitoes. In almost 

all parts of the United States, summer used to 

be a time of “Fever and Ague.” This changed 

after the Spanish American War in the 1890s 

and the discovery that the bark of a tropical tree 

could be used to produce Quinine to treat ma-

laria. Some interior sections of Florida were not 

settled until the early 1900s for this reason. 

Laura Ingalls Wilder in her book Little House on 

the Prairie devotes a whole chapter to “fever and 

ague” in the 1880s Kansas/Oklahoma area.11 In 

parts of Illinois with its glacier moraines, 

swamps and shallow streams, summer malaria 

was a common malady and often a cause of 

death. 

 

The 1918 Influenza Epidemic 

 

In 2003, reports from Southeast Asia and China 

told of massive numbers of chickens dying, 

with reports of human, usually chicken farmers 

and their families, infected with an almost al-

ways fatal influenza. For scientists researching 

the causes of the 1918 Influenza, there were sim-
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ilarities to the years prior to 1918. For sometime 

during 1917 and 1918, a flu limited to birds be-

gan to pass from one human to another through 

coughing and sneezing. Several articles and two 

books will give you insight and give examples 

from many towns and villages. In the United 

States over 25% of the population became ill, 

and 650,000 died, which would be equivalent to 

1.5 million people if it occurred today.12 

 

For genealogists, this is an opportunity to go 

back and check those obituaries of family mem-

bers in 1918. Family members became sick 

when massive numbers of people gathered in 

WWI war bond rallies in Boston and New York. 

Villages along railroads and canals had out-

breaks of deaths. Many young men died in mili-

tary troop camps. Ships spread the disease to 

port towns around the world. Even the Native 

American Eskimos in Alaska experienced high 

death rates. In many families there will be oral 

recollections of illnesses and deaths. Local pa-

pers will report the same. 

 

Be sure to check overseas deaths also, because 

the disease was worldwide and particularly vir-

ulent in military troops, who traveled in crowd-

ed ships or trains and lived in close quarters. 

Some troop commanders were reluctant to tell 

the family that their young healthy son had 

died of disease, and often found it more con-

venient to say “your brave son” rather than 

“your sick son.” 

 

Family Migration Patterns Affected by  

Diseases 

 

Until the 1950s there were almost no vaccines to 

prevent diseases and no antibiotics to cure ill-

nesses. How often have you seen an advertise-

ment in an old newspaper advertising a new 

location as more healthful, cleaner? Many of our 

suburbs, built from 1790 to the 1950s, that ring 

older cities were initially advertised as healthi-

er. You may find these descriptions in local pa-

pers or early real estate listings at local histori-

cal societies. 

 

If you look at your family’s migration from one 

area to another, you may well be able to link it 

to a previous year’s series of illnesses and 

deaths. 

 

Summary 

 

Looking for patterns of death and illnesses in 

our family genealogical research will broaden 

our understanding of why families moved from 

one location to another, help us analyze clusters 

of death, and have empathy for our ancestors in 

a world without vaccines and without antibiot-

ics to treat diseases. Use your local library, via 

inter-library loan, or the internet to locate nu-

merous sources for writing your family history 

and requesting information from other family 

members. 

 
1. Kolata, Gina. Flu—The Story of the Great Influenza Pandemic of 

1918 and the Search for the Virus that Caused It. New York: Farrar, 

Straus and Giroux Publishing, 1999. 

2. Iezzoni, Lynette. Influenza 1918—The Worst Epidemic in American 

History. New York: TVBooks, 1999. 

3. Kolata, Gina. “Hazard in Hunt for New Flu: Looking for Bugs 

in All the Wrong Places.” New York Times Newspaper, Science 

Times Section, November 8, 2005. 

4. World Health Organization: http://www.who.int. Accessed 

November 8, 2004. 

5. US Government Centers for Disease Control: http://

www.cdc.giv. Accessed November 8, 2004. 

6. Portrait Biographical Album of Lake County, Illinois. Chicago: Lake 

City Publishing. Co., 1891 (p. 727-728: DeWitt L. Jones). 

7. The Cemetery Committee of Lake Co (IL) Genealogical Society. 

Libertyville Township Cemetery Inscriptions—Lake County, Illinois, 

1983. 

8. Volkel, Lowell M. Indexes of Illinois Mortality Schedules—1860, 

Vol. III, Counties: Lake through Ogle, Publishing, 1983. 

9. _____ “Landmarks in American Civil Engineering History—

Reversal of the Chicago River-1900,” Civil Engineering Vol. 72, 

Issue 11/12, November/December 2002. 

10. Rothman, Shelia M. Living in the Shadow of Death—Tuberculosis 

and the Social Experience of Illness in American History. New York: 

Basic Books, Harper Collins Publishing, 1994. 

(Continued on page 12) 
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11. Wilder, Laura Ingalls. Little House on the Prairie. (Many editions 

published, first published in 1935). New York: HarperCollins 

Publishing, 1971. 

12. Obituary of Minnie Nichols: about January 20, 1882. Source 

unknown, but original newspaper clipping in the possession of 

M.M. Kapustiak. 

 

[This was Part 4 in a series of articles on resources for fill-

ing in the details of your family’s history. Reprinted with 
permission from the Illinois State Genealogical Society Quarter-
ly, Vol. 38, No. 1] 

 

[Margaret M. Kapustiak, M.S. PegGen1@aol.com is a sec-

ond generation genealogist and lecturer. President of Tin-

ley Moraine Genealogists, located in the southern Chicago 

suburbs of Tinley Park/Orland Park, a Board Member of 

Ridge Historical Society in the Morgan Park/Beverly Hills 

area of Chicago, and volunteer librarian at South Suburban 

Genealogical and Historical Society in Hazel Crest.] 

Home  

Remedies 
 

The ingenuity of our ancestors 

is not more apparent than the folk remedies 

used in curing illnesses. Most people lived sev-

eral miles by horseback from the nearest doctor. 

Especially people in rural areas were forced to 

use what was on hand.  The following was ac-

cumulated from several sources and is reprint-

ed from Gleaner, November 2002. They should 

not be tried without using caution and common 

sense. 
 

Arthritis 

• Drink a mixture of honey, vinegar, and whis-

key. 

• Make a tea from either the seeds or leaves of 

alfalfa. 
 

Asthma 

• Suck salty water up your nose. 

• Smoke or sniff rabbit tobacco. 

• Swallow a handful of spider webs rolled into a 

ball. 
 

Bleeding 

• Place a spider web across the wound 

• A weak solution of cider vinegar applied to 

cuts and wounds should stop bleeding. 

• Apply a poultice of spirit turpentine and 

brown sugar to the wound. 

• Use a mixture of soot from the chimney and 

lard. 

• Use pine resin. 

Burns 

• Put hot coals on the burned place and pour 

water over them. The steam will draw the fire 

out. 

• Powder hot coals and put this warm powder 

on the burn. 

• The scrapings of a raw potato will draw the 

fire. 

• Put axle grease on the burned area. 

• Use lard and flour. 

 

Colds 

• Drink whiskey and honey mixed. 

• Make a tea from powdered ginger, or ground 

up ginger roots. Do not boil the tea, but add 

the powdered root to a cup of hot water and 

drink. Add honey and whiskey, if desired. 

• Boil pine needles to make a strong tea. 

• Take as much powdered quinine as will stay 

on the blade of a knife, add to water, and 

drink. 

• Eat onions roasted in ashes (good for children) 

• Drink tea made from wintergreen fern. 

 

Constipation 

• Gather the roots of may apple, cut out the 

joints, and dry the middle of the root. Place in 

a cloth and beat to a powder. Add a few drops 

of castor oil and roll into pills. They keep very 

well. You can also put a pinch of powder in 

food, or put in some syrup. 

 

Cough 

• Mix one teaspoon of whiskey with a pinch of 

sugar, heat over a fire, and drink. 

• Eat a mixture of honey and vinegar. 
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• Put some ground ginger from the store in a 

saucer and add a little sugar. Put it on the 

tongue just before bedtime. It burns the throat 

and most of the time will stop coughs. 

• Take some rock candy with tea. 

• Take a teacup of roots and stems of red horse-

mint, boil in a pint of water for two or three 

minutes, strain, and drink. 

• Dissolve four sticks of horehound candy in a 

pint of whiskey and take a couple of spoonfuls 

a day. 

• Boil one cup of wild cherry bark in a pint of 

water. Add some syrup and cook until it gets 

thick. 
 

Cramps 

• To cure cramps in the feet, turn your shoes up-

side down before going to bed. 
 

Croup 

• Squeeze the juice out of a roasted onion and 

drink. 

• Add a little vinegar, lemon, or onion to honey 

and eat. 

• Put a drop of turpentine in a spoonful of sugar 

and eat. 

• Drink a thick syrup made of onion juice and 

honey. 

• Boil an onion, some turpentine, and some lard 

together. Pour the juice on a cloth and put it on 

the chest. 
 

Diarrhea 

• Take a tea of red oak bark. 

• Drink some blackberry juice. 
 

Earache 

• Dissolve table salt in lukewarm water and 

pour into ear. This dissolves the wax, which is 

causing the pain. 

• Put either wet ashes wrapped in a cloth, or hot 

ashes in a sack on ear and hold there. 

• Save the liquid that boils out of the ends of 

hickory and persimmon wood when burned, 

and pour this liquid into ear. 

• Pour castor oil, or sweet oil into ear. 

• Break apart a Betty bug at the neck, and 

squeeze one or two drops of blood into ear. 

• Warm a spoonful of urine and put a few drops 

in ear. 

• Put a few ashes in an old rag. Dampen it with 

hot water and sleep with your head on it. 
 

Fever 

• Snakeroot tea will bring it down. 

• Boil two roots of wild ginger in a cup of water. 

Strain, and drink. 

• Boil a cup of pennyroyal leaves in a pint of wa-

ter and drink. 
 

Flu 

• Gather some boneset, put the leaves in a sack, 

and put it in the sun to dry. Make sure it has 

air or it will mold. Then cook the leaves in 

some water, strain, and drink. 

• Chew rabbit tobacco. 
 

Headaches 

• Bind wilted beet leaves on the forehead. 

• Tie a flour sack around your head. 

• Put turpentine and beef tallow in a bandage 

and tie it tightly around your head. 

• Smear brow with crushed onions. 

• Rub camphor and whiskey on head. 
 

Hiccups 

• Take a teaspoon of peanut butter. 

• Put half a teacup of dried apples in a teacup 

of water in a pot. Bring to a boil, stirring oc-

casionally. Strain out the remains of the ap-

ples, and drink the juice while hot. 
 

Pain Killer 

• Roast some poke roots by the fire. Scrape 

them clean with a knife and grind up. Make 

a poultice out of the powder and apply to the 

bottom of the foot. It will draw pain out of 

anywhere in the body. 
 

Toothache 

• Hold whiskey or turpentine on the tooth. 

• Put a few ashes in an old rag and dampen it 

with hot water. Sleep with your head on it. 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 

13 
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Tidbit Treasures  

from the Joiner  

History Room  
 
The column “Questions, We Get Questions” from the 

Joiner Room Journal passed on answers to questions 

that had come into the J Room. Permission has been grant-

ed to reprint those tidbits. 

 

Question: What does R.N.A. stand for? 

Answer: Royal Neighbors of America was a fra-

ternal organization; the women’s auxiliary of 

the Modern Woodmen of America. 

 

Question: Where was the Westgate livery stable 

in Sycamore? 

Answer: On North Maple Street where the city 

parking lot is today. This livery stable was run 

by Dr. Letitia Westgate’s father. The talented 

Miss Westgate designed the building. 

 

Question: What was the name of the outdoor 

movie theater on Sycamore Road in the late 

1950s and early 1960s? 

Answer: DeVal, located behind where the Sal-

vation Army store is today. 

 

Question: Where do I find old wills in DeKalb 

County? 

Answer: The DeKalb County Circuit Clerk’s 

office at the courthouse, 133 West State Street, 

Sycamore, has wills and probate records. They 

are not housed in the main building so you  

need to call ahead and make an appointment to 

see them: 815-895-7143. 

 

Question: I found mention of Black’s Grist Mill 

in an ancestor’s obituary. Could you tell me 

where it was? 

Answer: Checking our subject card index for 

“mills,” we found a newspaper reference to 

William Black’s Mill, located on a site that later 

became Holcomb’s Lumber, behind the CNW 

depot where the Auto Meter factory is today 

[DeKalb Ave., Sycamore]. The lumber yard 

burned August 4, 1959. 

 

Question: Are there any photographs of the 

first DeKalb County courthouse? 

Answer: Built in 1839, replaced in 1850, and 

torn down in 1882, there are no known pictures 

of it. 

 

Question: Regarding  counterfeit rings in the 

Midwest in the 1830s and 1840s, do you have 

any documentation on William Taylor who was 

passing bogus $50 bank notes in that area? 

Answer: We do have a file on Taylor, who was 

caught in DeKalb County. He turned out to be 

the first criminal case after the county was es-

tablished. We even have the counterfeit bills 

used as evidence against him! The $50 notes 

drawn on a Philadelphia bank were found in 

the early records in the courthouse vault twenty

-five years ago and are now in the JHR archives. 

 

Question: What is the significance of the rams’ 

heads on the staircase in the courthouse? 

Answer: We don’t know! All of the specifica-

tions and plans for the building are filed in the 

Joiner Room and the answer is not there. 

 

Question: Exactly where was the Five Points 

School located and is the building still there? 

Answer: Thanks to the DeKalb County Histori-

cal & Genealogical Society’s book Rural School 

Journeys: A Legacy of Learning, this was an easy 

one to answer. Five Points School was located in 

Mayfield Township where Route 64, North First 

Street and Five Points Road come together. The 

schoolhouse was sold in 1949 and is now a pri-

vate residence. ♦ 
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DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives 

of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  

Minutes of the Meeting, July 11, 2009  
by Marilyn Rasmusen  

 
DeKalb County Ass’n. of Historical Societies and Muse-
ums met on July 11, 2009 at 9:30 am at Kishwaukee Valley 
Heritage Museum with 16 present, Sandy Lyon presiding.  
 
Old Business: Relative to the web site for DCAHS&M, 
Sue Breese reported that the committee checked with other 
genealogical sites and found that the current Genweb site 
compares favorably. The general feeling was that our site 
needs a name that is descriptive and easy to recall. There 
was discussion about buying a site and choosing a name 
that would do this. Sue also said she and her husband have 
been asked by Afton Twp. to update Afton’s cemetery list 
using GPS locations and gravestone photos to be put on the 
internet.  
 
New Business: Genoa’s museum has hosted more visitors 
lately and it is thought the economic recession is encourag-
ing more local tourism. They recently had a busload of 
very enthusiastic 5 to 10-year olds who enjoyed ringing the 
school bell as well as the museum in general. Others pre-
sent also said their attendance is up. / A question was asked 
about the 1835 Miller log cabin on Pleasant Hill Road in 
Kingston Twp. Sherrie explained it is now the property of 
the county and has been dismantled and stored. Kish-
waukee Museum is concerned about it and is in touch with 
county officials.  
 
Reports: Dave Woodin said that Malta Historical & Genea-
logical Society & Museum’s building has a very satisfacto-
ry wall-remodeling and two-tone painting, not only very 
attractive but a sturdier and better-insulated structure. /
Joiner History Room’s Sue Breese reported a space prob-
lem; a consultant is advising on how to re-design exhibit-
storage-research areas to best utilize the facility. Joiner has 
been handling archiving projects at Glidden House and the 
Kirkland Historical Society. / Sycamore History Museum 
now has their new name and new quarters, Ann Rosenfeld 
announced, ready to open 1730 N. Main St. (Rt. 23) with 
hours 10-3 Tuesday-Saturday. The farm exhibit will open 
in August. They have been offering children old-fashioned, 
penny candy for one cent, though the museum has to buy it 
at modern prices.  
 
National Bank & Trust has been arranging historical bus 
tours with such stops as the Paper Doll House and Syca-
more’s one-room school. Any organization that would like 
to host a tour should call Tammy Newquist, 815-895-
2125. / John Lyon of the Kish Heritage museum reported 
their Orphan Train program went well. They are trying to 

get the young involved and would like an intern but it is an 
expense.  
 
DeKalb County Community Foundation’s Deanna Cada 
announced their Community Needs grant applications are 
due September 1; their number is 748-5383. The Founda-
tion is setting up an Advisory Council to train students to 
be grants counselors to be available as of January, 2010; 
there are 25 students already signed up. The Foundation 
hopes this Council will be used by every town in the coun-
ty. Many of these students are interested in volunteer work 
as well.  
 
Ann Wright-Parsons of NIU Anthropology said there is 
less activity during the summer though they are hosting 
some tourists; she attended a Symposium on the subject of 
Tourism emphasizing interactive exhibits. / Bud Burgin 
announced the Somonauk Summer Fest in conjunction 
with its 175th anniversary; the parade is on July 25. / Mari-
lyn Rasmusen described the new Finding Heroes Park in 
Somonauk donated completely at his own expense by a 
local farmer, Tom Warren. The emphasis is on American 
veterans who died for their country; pedestals are set up 
explaining the history and photos of U. S. war memorials 
and cemeteries all over the world. Also, Somonauk has a 
new library opening in August with a local history section; 
a path outside the library will feature an old grindstone 
from Somonauk’s 19th Century wind-powered mill.  
 
The Nehring Gallery will open an exhibit in September 
called Women and The War Effort, Anna Marie Coveny 
said. She also explained a barter project between DeKalb 
Area Women’s Center and a musical group called “Coffee 
Jam”. The band needed a place to rehearse and record so 
the Center is offering them space in exchange for a concert 
they are giving at the Center.  
 
The next meeting will be October 10 at the Sycamore 
History Museum, 1730 N. Main, 9:30 am; Round Table 
to be announced. The meeting was adjourned at about 
10:30 and a valuable Round Table discussion on two sub-
jects followed: the damage molds cause to artifacts with 
suggestions on control, and also how groups can be pre-
pared for disasters such as fire, water and wind damage. ♦ 
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Abramson Donald R. 70 7/5/2009 Skokie IL 7/31/2009  
Aiken Bobby L. 75 8/7/2009 Kingston IL 8/10/2009  
Allen Katherine E. Thompson 79 6/16/2009 Mountain View MO/ Genoa 6/19/2009  
Alsup James "Boo" 68 7/29/2009 Sycamore IL 8/3/2009  
Arnold Wilma Lee 63 7/17/2009 DeKalb IL 7/22/2009  
Atherton Robert B. 64 6/24/2009 Mendota IL 6/27/2009  
Atkinson Ronald N.  82 7/2/2009 Sandwich IL/Lombard IL 7/3/2009 ABN 
Aves Jayden Ron 3 days 5/17/2009 DeKalb IL 5/20/2009  
Barker Carolyn S. Spires 60 5/17/2009 Sterling IL 5/20/2009  
Baskins Ethel Mae Drum 70 7/27/2009 Greenville TN/ DeKalb IL 7/31/2009  
Bastian Gretchen S. Clark 80 5/27/2009 Hinckley IL/Aurora IL 5/29/2009 ABN 
Bertram Luise Elise  86 5/16/2009 DeKalb IL 5/20/2009  
Bertram Kenneth Walter 93 6/7/2009 Genoa IL 6/9/2009  
Bock Virginia K.  McCrea 80 5/14/2009 Aurora IL/Hinckley IL 5/16/2009 ABN 
Boddy Violet June  79 5/23/2009 Mesa AZ 6/13/2009  
Boddy Henry F. 93 8/7/2009 Sycamore il 8/10/2009  
Bodeen William Otto 64 7/8/2009 Sycamore IL 7/11/2009  
Bowen Scltt Edward 84 7/28/2009 Joliet IL 7/31/2009  
Bowlen William J.  45  DeKalb IL/ Forest Park  7/15/2009  
Bozarth John M. 51 8/4/2009 Tennessee 8/10/2009  
Brandt Duane R.  74 5/20/2009 DeKalb IL 5/23/2009  
Brass Winston John 71 7/10/2009 Rochelle IL 7/13/2009  
Brogie Kenneth B. 78 5/20/2009 Shabbona IL/ Warrenville 5/21/2009  
Brusky Harvey Alois 81 6/18/2009 Little River SC 6/23/2009  
Buffington John Wayne "Buff" 74 7/20/2009 Dalton WI 7/25/2009  
Burke Shawn R. 49 6/3/2009 Fort Wayne IN 6/12/2009  
Byrd Elisha Jr. 65 5/27/2009 Chana IL 5/30/2009  
Cain Terry L. 49 7/8/2009 Buffalo Grove IL 7/11/2009  
Calkins Margaret Rose  85 6/12/2009 Aurora IL 6/17/2009  
Carr Korey S. 19 ng Sandwich IL 5/17/2009 ABN 
Casaleggi Genevieve M. Dinelli 96 5/15/2009 Sycamore IL 5/17/2009  
Castle Harry D. 47 6/23/2009 San Diego CA 7/2/2009  
Chesher Walter L. 79 7/14/2009 Belvidere IL 7/16/2009  
Christiansen Allen Roy 65 6/23/2009 Hinckley IL/Valparaiso IN 6/16/2009 ABN 
Christoffel Andrew J.  18 5/25/2009 Elburn IL 5/29/2009  
Clark Mary Joan Eakle 80 7/10/2009 Sycamore IL 7/13/2009  
Claxton Mary E. Freeman 87 7/15/2009 DeKalb IL/ Malta IL 7/17/2009  
Clement Velma M. Kidd 92 7/5/2009 Waltham Township Utica 7/7/2009  
Cole Curtis J. 55 7/31/2009 Genoa IL 8/6/2009  
Congdon Richard Tower 83 6/21/2009 New Hampshire 7/20/2009  
Corneille J. Robert 79 6/19/2009 DeKalb IL 6/20/2009  
Corsanos Frank D. 54 7/29/2009 DeKalb IL 8/4/2009  
Cox Normajean C. Shaffer 76 5/26/2009 Albany MO/ Rochelle IL 6/4/2009  
Cox Hilma Eliina Pantilla 91 7/27/2009 DeKalb IL 7/28/2009  
Craig Donald C. 77 6/12/2009 Hinckley IL 6/17/2009  
Dabari Evelyn A. Carlson 95 6/21/2009 South Daytona FL 6/24/2009  
Davis Luster 76 6/7/2009 DeKalb IL 6/10/2009  
Davis Esther I. Drake 90 7/19/2009 DeKalb IL/ Clermont FL 7/21/2009  
Davis Kenneth E. 63 8/11/2009 Sandwich IL/Hinckley IL 8/13/2009 ABN 
Diedrich  Mary Lou Moberg 74 5/20/2009 Sycamore IL 5/22/2009  
Dieter Paul J. 87 8/13/2009 Aurora IL 8/15/2009  
Dissell Diane Linda Hageman 60 8/11/2009 Somonauk IL/Cleveland OH 8/12/2009 ABN 
Dixon David C. 45 5/31/2009 Bettendorf IA/ Tampa FL 6/4/2009  
Donley Verna M. Paully 75 7/24/2009 Somonauk IL/EauClaire WI 7/26/2009 ABN 
Douglass Ferne E. 91 8/4/2009 DeKalb IL/ Shabbona IL 8/6/2009  
Downen Vernon R.  79 6/22/2009 Kirkland IL 6/25/2009  
Downing William Frank 80 7/29/2009 Hinckley IL/Sycamore IL 7/31/2009 ABN 
Duffy Erna Kroger 78 7/4/2009 DeKalb IL 7/10/2009  
Dunseth Betty J. Farster 74 6/22/2009 Genoa IL 7/1/2009  
Eisman Sherburne F. Jr. 68 5/19/2009 Sycamore IL 5/22/2009  
Enburg Conrad R. 80 7/13/2009 Shabbona IL 7/15/2009  
Engstrom Robert Alan 68 5/9/2009 Garrison NY 5/21/2009  
Fagan Margaret E. MaKarrall 90 7/31/2009 DeKalb IL 8/3/2009  
Ferguson Mary Rowe 95 6/30/2009 DeKalb IL 7/3/2009  
Fick Henry R. 77 6/27/2009 DeKalb IL 6/30/2009  
Finkboner Debra A.  56 8/7/2009 Rochelle IL 8/10/2009  
Finkler Blanche Lorraine 80 8/5/2009 Cortland IL 8/7/2009  
Flockencier Dehla Mae Stoffregan 90 8/8/2009 Genoa IL 8/12/2009  
Ford David F. 74 7/15/2009 Oswego IL 7/17/2009  
Forston Starla Rayne infant 7/19/2009  7/24/2009  
Fritz Murtel J. 79 5/29/2009 Elgin IL 6/1/2009  
Ftanklion Joseph M. Jr. 68 8/11/2009 DeKalb IL 8/15/2009  
Gabriel Isabelle M. Studer 88 7/3/2009 Milwaukee WI 7/15/2009  
Graf Paul W. 97 8/1/2009 Sandwich IL/Bellvue ID 8/11/2009 VFP 
Greer Betty Lou Mear 78 6/1/2009 Rochelle IL 6/4/2009  
Griswold Mary Nelson 95 5/15/2009 DeKalb IL 5/20/2009  
Grizzle Jack R. 84 5/23/2009 Elburn IL 5/24/2009  
Grosklags Violet A. Staedtler 74 6/2/2009 DeKalb IL 6/5/2009  
Gustafson Daniel L. 78 7/18/2009 Sycamore IL 7/21/2009  
Gutierrez Elvira A.  44 5/19/2009 Mexico City/Sandwich IL 5/21/2009 ABN 
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Hampa Ellen E. Peura 95 6/6/2009 DeKalb IL 6/8/2009  
Hangartner Mary Ella Babcock 84 7/3/2009 Santa Rosa CA 7/15/2009  
Hardgrove Clarence Ethel  6/2/2009 KY/DeKalb IL 6/9/2009  
Harris Robert Fredrick 51 7/23/2009 Creede CO 7/31/2009  
Hart Jean Eleanor McKnight 96 6/6/2009 Aurora IL 6/9/2009  
Herrmann Vernon R. 79 6/4/2009 Shabbona IL 6/8/2009  
Hill Nelson Denver 90 5/21/2009 Sandwich IL/Shabbona IL 5/24/2009 ABN 
Hindenburg Leota Good 93 7/4/2009 Fresno CA/ Sycamore IL 7/9/2009  
Hladnik Katherine Smoltich 91 8/3/2009 Waukegan IL 9/5/2009  
Holdiman Richard L., Sr. 78 6/6/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 6/9/2009 ABN 
Holmes Helen L. Haithcoat 92 7/15/2009 Loveland CO 7/18/2009  
Hooker Charlene E. Crank 43 6/7/2009 South Beloit IL 6/8/2009  
Jacobsen Clifford H. 91 5/24/2009 Herbert IL 5/26/2009  
Jacobson Wyeth "Bud" 87 5/24/2009 Hawaii/ Shabbona IL 6/2/2009  
Jensen David M. 57 6/8/2009 Sycamore IL 6/11/2009  
Jensen Dorthey Emma Hoffmann [Helling] 87 5/23/2009 Sandwich IL/Morris IL 5/26/2009 ABN 
John Vera Wylde 96 5/21/2009 Sycamore IL 5/23/2009  
Johnson Lorraine J.  93 8/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Hinckley IL 8/11/2009 ABN 
Jones David L. 91 8/6/2009 Westchester IL 8/10/2009  
Jones Shelty J. 44 7/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 7/9/2009 ABN 
Jordal Ethel M. Johnson 93 7/15/2009 DeKalb IL 7/17/2009  
Jornlin Walter G. 74 5/25/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 5/26/2009 ABN 
Justice Larry R. 65 5/15/2009 DeKalb IL 5/18/2009  
Kahler Ruth Rozella Shullaw 89 7/20/2009 Palm Harbor FL 7/28/2009  
Kaitchuck Roger D.  57 7/26/2009 Genoa IL 7/28/2009  
Keller Richard Allen 62 8/5/2009 DeKalb IL 8/12/2009  
Kindelberger Dale  Hailstone 80 6/7/2009 West Salem IL/Sandwich IL 6/14/2009 ABN 
King Aaron A. 28 5/15/2009 Shabbona IL/ Sandwich, IL 5/18/2009  
King Russell S. 89 6/5/2009 Sandwich IL 6/8/2009  
Kirk John Benjamin 22 6/20/2009 DeKalb IL 6/23/2009  
Kirklin Joy Elise Rose Stotler 66 6/13/2009 Washington DC/Sandwich IL 6/14/2009 ABN 
Klein John Carl 54 6/11/2009 Hinckley IL/DeKalb IL 6/13/2009 ABN 
Kleinmaier Irene L. Sweeden 92 6/18/2009 Waterman IL 6/23/2009  
Knaack Esther Ellen Durham 88 7/4/2009 Genoa IL 7/7/2009  
Knuuttila Earl Adolph 80 7/16/2009 Kimberling City MO 7/16/2009  
Kuhl Joshua F. 33 9/2/2009 Machesney Park IL 8/6/2009  
Kuhn Dorothy P. Diehl 79 7/15/2009 Marengo IL 7/17/2009  
Kump Harold  74 5/24/2009 Kingston IL 5/26/2009  
Kunkel Irene M. Kennedy 82 5/31/2009 DeKalb IL 6/2/2009  
Lampkin Clayton Jack  48 6/11/2009 Charlotte NC/ DeKalb IL 6/16/2009  
Lanan Howard T. 94 7/30/2009 DeKalb IL 8/1/2009  
Lane Everett Jr. 89 3/14/2009 DeKalb IL 6/13/2009  
Larson Robert L. Sr. 93 5/17/2009 Batavia IL 5/19/2009  
Larson Marna M. Morsch 80 6/24/2009 DeKalb IL 6/25/2009  
Lash Richard H.  85 5/28/2009 Sandwich IL/Cortland IL 5/29/2009 ABN 
Lawrence Elaine M. Sanderson 62 7/4/2009 Elkhorn WI/ DeKalb IL 7/7/2009  
Lawson Dennis Wayne 43 6/20/2009 DeKalb IL 7/9/2009  
Leber Rudolph John 68 6/13/2009 Sycamore IL 8/15/2009  
Leinss Carol J. Lagerholm 78 6/14/2009 Sandwich IL/Chicago IL 6/16/2009 ABN 
Lileikis Helen Mary 83 6/11/2009 DeKalb IL 8/15/2009  
Lipscomb Margaret Katherine Lau 87 8/6/2009 Geneva IL 8/11/2009  
Luoma Gerald Richard  69 7/20/2009 Urbana IL 8/1/2009  
Lytle Elizabeth Jacob 97 5/25/2009 Excelsior MO/ Lee IL 5/28/2009  
Magnuson Doris Leone Lynch 80 5/20/2009 Kingston IL 5/23/2009  
Mahmoud Benjamin Lee  73 6/2/2009 New Fort Richey FL 6/12/2009  
Manthey Mary K (Miss) 85 7/27/2009 Sandwich IL/Beloit WI 8/11/2009 VFP 
Martin Paul S. 58 5/31/2009 East Liberty OH 6/4/2009  
Martin Richard E. 84 6/10/2009 Sandwich IL 6/11/2009 ABN 
McClure Marjorie M. 87 8/9/2009 Maple Park IL 8/12/2009  
McMillan Walter A. 66 7/9/2009 Genoa IL 7/13/2009  
Mehagan Gilbyb K.  82 7/31/2009 Genoa IL 8/3/2009  
Meisch Gloria D.Regole 74 6/26/2009 Sycamore IL 6/29/2009  
Melton Sandra J. Hardi 59 7/10/2009 Malta IL 7/13/2009  
Mesmer Royal A. 68 7/15/2009 DeKalb IL 7/18/2009  
Minert Charlene F. 91 6/17/2009 Rockford IL 6/18/2009  
Mishler Wilbur "Bud" 78 8/4/2009 Genoa IL 8/7/2009  
Mitchell Linda Marlow 57 6/4/2009 DeKalb IL 6/6/2009  
Monkemier Darlene M. 72 5/25/2009 Naperville IL 5/28/2009  
Moore Gertrude E. Norman 82 6/3/2009 DeKalb IL 6/5/2009  
Moore Jewell H. Hicks 82 6/7/2009 Puxico MO/ DeKalb IL 6/11/2009  
Moore Michael J. 48 6/14/2009 Sycamore IL 6/17/2009  
Morrissey Edward P. 63 8/2/2009 Chicago IL 8/5/2009  
Morrissey Janet Mae (Miss) 72 5/16/2009 Sandwich IL/Ohio IL 5/18/2009 ABN 
Nelson Marion F. Johnson  86 5/15/2009 Plymouth WI 6/2/2009  
Nelson Ruth C. Kastler  92 7/2/2009 Sandwich IL/Leland IL 7/3/2009 ABN 
Nelson  Ruth B. Bradford  102 5/19/2009 DeKalb IL 5/21/2009  
Newquist Donald L.   83 7/3/2009 DeKalb IL 7/6/2009  
Nicklas Joyce A. Sthruthers  52 7/25/2009 Sycamore IL 7/28/2009  
Nickols James Alan  49 6/21/2009 Genoa IL 6/25/2009  

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries 
May 16, 2009-August 15, 2009 
compiled by Norma Coleman and Kristy Gravlin 

ABN = AURORA BEACON NEWS  
VFP = VALLEY FREE PRESS  
KCR = KENDALL COUNTY RECORD 
SR = Sandwich Record 
NONE = DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE  IS

S
U

E
 K

E
Y

 

LAST FIRST  DEATH   RESIDED                                   DATE OF 
NAME NAME  AGE  DATE         IN           ISSUE 



Cornsilk                  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                          fall 2009, vol. 28 no. 3 

18 

Nisbet Richard Louis 83 8/7/2009 Cheyenne WY 8/13/2009  
Patton Roger Walliam 61 6/18/2009 Peoria IL 6/24/2009  
Penson Mary Elizabeth  91 5/16/2009 Fort Worth TX 5/19/2009  
Peterson Don Christian 86 3/12/2009 DeKalb IL 7/15/2009  
Pierce Eric C. 40 6/25/2009 Sycamore IL 6/29/2009  
Poole Jenn  23 8/1/2009 Sycamore IL 8/7/2009  
Pucka Chester "Murph" 87 8/2/2009 Sycamore IL 8/5/2009  
Radtke Mildred Grace Houghtby 87 6/11/2009 DeKalb IL/ Waterman IL 6/13/2009  
Ramsey Jesse D. "Don" 86 6/8/2009 Phoenix AZ 6/13/2009  
Rasmusen Benjamin Dr. 82 7/13/2009 Leland IL 7/15/2009 
Rasmusen Marilyn Rue 81 7/13/2009 Leland IL 7/15/2009 
Read Matthew Daniel Jr. infant 7/28/2009 DeKalb IL 7/31/2009  
Resenfelder Bonnie Jean Reeser 85 6/26/2009 DeKalb IL 6/29/2009  
Rippy Betty McKenzie 84 7/20/2009 Sycamore IL 7/22/2009  
Roach Howard L. 92 5/25/2009 Kirkland IL 5/29/2009  
Robbins Grace M. Oslund 72 5/17/2009 Sycamore IL 5/19/2009  
Rodefelt Carol A. Mandery 64 5/16/2009 Sycamore IL 5/20/2009  
Rogers Gary R. 48 6/10/2009 Chicago IL 6/13/2009  
Rogers Sandra L. Westerholm 69 7/10/2009 DeKalb IL 7/11/2009  
Rolf Helen Caroline Stoudt 89 5/26/2009 Sycamore IL/ DeKalb IL 5/28/2009  
Sagerhorn Violet Rose Marlow  87 7/9/2009 Sandwich IL/Bordulac ND 7/11/2009 ABN 
Sanderson Walter O.  73 5/29/2009 Kirkland IL 6/1/2009  
Saur Shirley Culver 81 6/7/2009 DeKalb IL 6/11/2009  
Scaletta Jodi M.  47 6/18/2009 Sycamore IL 6/22/2009  
Schiller Jeanne T. Taber 85 5/18/2009 DeKalb IL 5/24/2009  
Schmidt Inez Mae Graves 84 7/1/2009 DeKalb IL 7/2/2009  
Schnorr Clara H. Hovland 84 7/6/2009 DeKalb IL/Bergen Norway 7/9/2009 ABN 
Schoo Dorothy Mae Joslin 80 5/25/2009 Flora IL 5/28/2009  
Schroeder Norma Irene 75 8/29/2006 Sycamore IL 7/22/2009  
Seldal Loretta Anne 66 6/21/2009 DeKalb IL 6/23/2009  
Sheets Charles Alan 54 5/31/2009 Charlotte NC/Sandwich IL 6/12/2009 ABN 
Shoger Virgil R. 90 7/29/2009 Rochelle IL 8/4/2009  
Simpson Michael 46 6/19/2009 Rochelle IL 6/23/2009  
Skorek Christopher Stanley 53 5/15/2009 Racine WI/ Sycamore IL 9/7/2009  
Slabon Elmer J. "Al" 80 7/25/2009 Oak Lawn IL 7/28/2009  
Sleigh Thomas H. Jr. 52 7/3/2009 Sycamore IL 7/7/2009  
Smith Doreen T. Trytten 83 7/22/2009 Shabbona IL 7/24/2009  
Smith Rachel Aliene George 95 7/7/2009 Melbourne FL 8/14/2009  
Smith Joyce A. Stancliff 67 5/13/2009 Sandwich IL 5/16/2009 ABN 
Spoden Cheryl A. (Weber) 54 6/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 6/9/2009 ABN 
Stralka Rachel Lynn 18 6/10/2009 Sandwich IL 6/11/2009 ABN 
Strope Burnell E. Greene 90 5/17/2009 Aurora IL/Sandwich IL 5/19/2009 ABN 
Suppeland Bernard L. "Ben" 56 6/28/2009 Cortland IL 7/2/2009  
Taylor Junior "John" 69 6/22/2009 Sandwich IL/Murphy NC 6/24/2009 ABN 
Theissing Jean B. 78 6/18/2009 St Charles IL 6/22/2009  
Thompson William A.  86 3/7/2009 Fairfield Bay Ark. 6/24/2009  
Toppe Margene Ione Harvey 83 7/8/2009 Malta IL 7/10/2009  
Tremaine Joseph L.  79 6/2/2009 Maple Park IL 6/5/2009  
Utley Mary Irene Keldsen  5/24/2009 Splendora TX 5/28/2009  
Vida Virginia Angela Menara 85 5/21/2009 Sycamore IL 5/23/2009  
Vitkus Mark S. 62 6/25/2009 Hebron WI 7/1/2009  
Wade David Reed 61 4/12/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 5/15/2009 ABN 
Waite James H. 78 8/8/2009 DeKalb IL 8/12/2009  
Walker Harriet Irene Stenholm 80 8/9/2009 DdKalb IL 8/11/2009  
Wallace Jill M. Zimdars 52 6/21/2009 Hinckley IL/Beaver Dam WI 6/23/2009 ABN 
Warner Jeffrey N. 45 5/11/2009 Sycamore IL 5/17/2009  
Weiler Irene Reynolds 87 5/20/2009 New Port Beach CA 5/30/2009  
Wells Vernon L. Sr. 73 8/2/2009 Earlville IL 8/4/2009  
White Kenneth A.  91 6/4/2009 Venice FL/ DeKalb IL 6/9/2009  
White John P. 60 6/10/2009 Ashton IL 6/11/2009  
Whitney Helen Countryman Woods 99 7/7/2009 DeKalb IL 7/7/2009  
Williams Wilma L. Barnett 83 5/13/2009 DeKalb IL/ Vienna IL 5/17/2009  
Willis Kathie Sue Peterson 59 7/7/2009 DeKalb IL/ Amboy IL 7/10/2009  
Wilson Beverly J Biehl 84 5/26/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 5/27/2009 ABN 
Winningham Doria I. Canada 86 7/21/2009 DeKalb IL 7/25/2009  
Wisdom Lyle R. Wisdom 80 7/2/2009 DeKalb IL: 7/3/2009  
Wittrock Freda Caroline Schroeder 88 7/14/2009 Sycamore IL 7/22/2009  
Wu Hongyou Ph.D 47 6/9/2009 DeKalb IL 6/19/2009  
Yopst Todd W. 47 7/27/2009 Sycamore IL 7/31/2009  
Zanis Chris  61 6/21/2009 Maple Park IL 6/22/2009  
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ALSO 
All available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Some may also be purchased at : Sycamore Coin Gallery, 
320 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 
Boies History of DeKalb County SOLD OUT 25.00 
Capt. Benj. Page of American Revolution, Sycamore 15.00 
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel  15.00 
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  
      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 
Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 
Sycamore According to Luke (McLagan)  15.00 
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 
1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 
 
CORNSILK QUARTERLY 
Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 
Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  
 Circle those desired: 
 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Summer 
 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 
 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 
 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  
 2005/ vol 24: Spring; Summer; Fall; Winter 
 Others: ____________________________ 
 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling           ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk for postage/handling      ________ 

Grand Total Enclosed        $ ________ 
 
 
MAIL TO 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 
Afton 7.00 
Cortland 8.00 
DeKalb (does not include Evergreen, Oakwood, Fairview, St. Mary) 7.00 
Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 
Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 
Franklin                      8.00 
Genoa     10.00 
Kingston  8.00 
Malta  8.00 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 
Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 
Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb    16.50 
Paw Paw  8.00 
Pierce  8.00 
Pleasant Hill, Mayfield  8.00 
Sandwich  8.00 
Shabbona  8.00 
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2004 edition    20.00 
South Grove                                                            10.00 
Squaw Grove  9.00 
Sycamore Twp, 1980                                              10.00 
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 
Victor            7.00 
 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    
  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 
Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 
Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 
DeKalb 16.00       19.50             
 Ward 1 City                     10.00 
 Ward 2 City                   10.00 
 Ward 3 City                     10.00 
 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
Franklin   9.00 10.50 
Genoa   9.00 10.50 
Kingston   9.00 10.50 
Malta 10.00 10.50 
Mayfield   9.00   8.50 
Milan   8.00   9.50 
Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 
Pierce   9.00   8.50 
Shabbona 11.00 11.50 
Somonauk 24.00 27.00 
South Grove   8.00   7.50 
Squaw Grove   9.00 10.50 
Sycamore 22.00 32.00 
Victor   9.00   8.50 
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
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DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  
Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail to 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   
 
Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Household/Family Membership $15 ________ 

Contributing Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $40  ________ 

Organization/Group Membership  $15 ________ 

Lifetime Membership $200  ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb 
Barb City Motorcycle Museum 

www.pierceh-d.com 
815-756-3226 

 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

(815) 756-7904 
www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email: gliddenhome-
stead@juno.com 
 

Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 
www.bios.niu.edu/gurler 
815-756-4259 

 
Nehring Gallery 

www.nehringgallery.org 
E-mail: director@nehringgallery. 
org 
815-758-6363 

 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/
index.cfm 
815-753-1779 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.co

m 
815-286-7443 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

815-522-6260 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
MaltaHistGenSoc.htm 
815-384-3481/815-825-2367 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.com 
E-mail: ope-
rahouse@sannauk.com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

www.prairienet.com/stonemill/ 
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/ 
E-mail: slrmuseum@aol.com 
(general) 
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
(research) 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
Shabbona Historical Society 

815-824-2422 
 
Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

815-498-2417/815-228-1474 
 
Sycamore 
DeKalb County Historical &  
Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 
Leonard@math.niu.edu 

 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
JoinerHistoryRoom/
home_page.htm 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ dek-
albcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
Midwest Museum of Natural  
History 

www.mmnh.org 
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org 
815-895-9777 

 
North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: in-
fo@northgroveschool.org 

 
Sycamore History Museum 

www.sycamorehistory.org 
E-mail: sychist@tbc.net 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-264-7773/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 
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