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The Collision of  

Cultures 

 

By 1800 there were 

reported to be many 

thousands of Pota-

watomi with fields 

and camps on the Illi-

nois River. Their hunt-

ing grounds stretched from the Wabash to the 

Mississippi.1 This indicates the westward move-

ment of many other tribes as well. Shabbona is 

said to have traveled over “much of the West” 

with two Ottawa elders in his youth.2 In his old 

age he was able to draw accurate maps in the 

sand and give good advice to future travelers.3  

 

Perry Armstrong, who knew Shabbona very 

well, wrote that after a hunt about 1800, Shab-

bona settled down somewhat. He went from 

Ottawa country into Potawatomi hunting 

grounds and was kindly received by a chief 

there.4 Other writers5 say the hunt was from 

Lake Erie “to the west” or to the southern end of 

Lake Michigan or on the Illinois River, and Mat-

son added that on Shabbona’s first visit to the 

Chicago area there was only one settler, “a raw-

boned negro who had an Indian 

squaw” (supported by the account of a “free ne-

gro” as Chicago’s first settler6) and that Shab-

bona settled at a Potawatomi village on the Illi-

nois River a short way above the mouth of the 

Fox. He eventually became chief of this village.  

 

As to Shabbona’s next move, accounts vary from 

17957 to 18258; but there is agreement on the new 

location of the village and the reason for the 

move, which was illness of some sort. Diseases 

new to the natives were spreading from the east-

ern settlements. In 1781 small pox swept from 

the Great Lakes to the Pacific coast.9  

 

Shabbona’s band moved their village to an invit-

ing area upstream in the Fox Valley on Big Indi-

an Creek near the present Shabbona, Illinois, a 

most beautiful “Prairie Island” made up of 

mighty oak trees, very prominent as it rose up 

out of the wide prairie. The site was close to the 

Chicago-Galena trail that ran from the small 

Lake Michigan settlement to the lead mining 

country in the northwest. Natives and traders 

used this route more and more as the nineteenth 

century blossomed.  

One of the traders, the story goes, stopped at As-

       Part 2 of 6 

     Chief Shabbona 
  by Marilyn Rasmusen 

Taken from Portrait and Bio-
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., 
1885 

From The Living Museum, Vol 58, No 1, 1996, pg 15 
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simenek, which was the name of Shabbona’s vil-

lage. Despite Shabbona’s admonitions, the trader 

started trading whisky to the band. The trader 

had a half-breed named Spike who acted as 

mule-driver, cook and interpreter. Spike noticed 

that the drunken braves were becoming noisy 

and abusive to their families. Shabbona again 

told the trader to stop selling whisky, or else he 

would have to leave. When the trader asked for 

the translation, the sympathetic Spike told him 

that if he was found there at sunset, his scalp 

would be hanging from the village’s tall center 

pole in the morning....the trader had Spike catch 

up his mules from pasture, and the wagon de-

parted briskly.10  

 

In 1807, in the valley of 

the Wabash, Shabbona 

met the great Shawnee 

leader Tecumseh.11 It is 

likely that the two men 

recognized the exception-

al character of each other 

and respected the virtues 

that promised care for 

their people. Through the 

18th Century the Shaw-

nee had been pushed from their eastern home by 

Iroquois aggression, British military power and 

American settlement, through Pennsylvania and 

Ohio into Indiana.12 In 1808 land near the present 

Lafayette, Indiana, was given Tecumseh’s people 

by the Potawatomi and Ottawa tribes; the Shaw-

nees gratefully established themselves here at 

Tippecanoe.  

 

William Harrison, governor of the Indiana Terri-

tory, had made a treaty, which upset Tecumseh 

because not all the tribes involved had been con-

sulted. He traveled to Harrison’s Vincennes 

mansion (which is still there to tour) to protest 

this injustice. Governor Harrison told him that 

he had acted on orders from the Great Chief in 

Washington, to which Tecumseh responded, “I 

hope the Great Spirit will put enough sense into 

the Great Chief’s head so that he gives up the 

land...he will not be injured by the war; he may 

sit in his town and drink his wine while you and 

I will have to fight it out.”13  

 

His prophecy came true. The next year, the War 

of 1812 was declared; Tecumseh allied the Shaw-

nee with the British and inspired Shabbona and 

his Potawatomi men to join him. They helped 

the British in many battles against the Americans 

where Harrison was now a brigadier general—

soldiers all, far away from the seats of power.  

 

The War of 1812 

 

Though there are war stories about the bravery 

and courage of Tecumseh and Shabbona, there 

are also instances of their humanity. During the 

Battle of Frenchtown, some wounded American 

prisoners were being guarded by two British sol-

diers in a deserted cabin. George Selby, one of 

the prisoners, told how they were attacked by 

vengeful savages who burst in the door with 

drawn tomahawks. Shabbona, who lay by a 

campfire near enough to hear the shrieks, rushed 

to the rescue. He threw the attackers off the cow-

ering victims but was too late to save any lives 

except for Selby. In later years, Selby remem-

bered how Shabbona often visited his hospital 

bed as he recuperated.14  

 

This bloody warfare had started even before the 

official declaration of war in June, 1812.15 Fort 

Dearborn at Chicago was attacked and burned in 

August of 1811. About 50 American soldiers and 

civilian men, women and children were made 

prisoner, or tortured, or killed, there on the 

shore of Lake Michigan, as they tried to escape. 

The vengeful, angry Potawatomi had paid no 

attention to the neutrality of some of their lead-

ers.  

The Shawnee Tecumseh 
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A couple of months later while Tecumseh 

(perhaps Shabbona accompanied him) was in 

the south urging Creeks, Muskogee and Semi-

nole tribes to join a unified defensive army, there 

was trouble at Tippecanoe. He had left instruc-

tions to be patient until the number of tribes he 

had gathered at Tippecanoe was larger and 

better organized, but his brother, a respected 

spiritual prophet, inspired the young warriors to 

attack William Harrison’s military forces. These 

Americans were temptingly encamped nearby; it 

was a great mistake to attack, since the soldiers 

fought back so strongly that they defeated the 

natives, and burned their ripening cornfields.16 

This is the way one soldier’s diary read:  

 

“Wednesday the 6, a verry Cold day. We 

mooved earley, a scout sent out. They Came 

back, had seed indian sines. we marched as usu-

al till 12...and seed the Celebrated Prophetstown. 

(Tippecanoe) Stopt in a prairie. The foot throwd 

all their napsacks in the waggons. we formed in 

order for Battle, marched into a Cornfield, then 

up to the town and surrounded it. they met us. 

Pled for Peace, said they would give us satisfac-

tion in the morning...Campd in timber after 

marching 11 miles. Thursday the 7—agreeable to 

their promise. Last night we ware awakened by 

the firing of guns and the Shawnies Braking into 

our tents. a bloody Combat Took 

Place...continewel firing while many times 

mixed among the indians so that we Could not 

tell ...apart. Our lost in killed and wounded was 

179 and theires graiter than ours.”17  

 

Some historians question whether Shabbona was 

at Tippecanoe, but there is an account purport-

edly told by Shabbona with the following ex-

cerpts: “Our warriors did not appreciate the 

great strength of the white men. I knew their 

great war chief....He was a good man....I listened 

to his soft words, but I looked into his eyes. They 

were full of fire. I knew that they would be 

among his men like coals of fire in the dry 

grass....I was one of the scouts that watched all 

their march up the river from Vincennes...I saw 

some of the men shoot squirrels as they rode 

along and I said, the Indians have no such guns. 

These men will kill us as far as they can see. 

‘They cannot see in the night’, said our men who 

were determined to fight. So I held my tongue... 

The men that were to crawl upon their bellies 

into camp were seen in the grass by a white man 

who had eyes like an owl, and he fired and hit 

his mark. The Indian was not brave. He cried 

out. He should have lain still and died. Then the 

other men fired....The soldiers jumped right up 

from their sleep with guns in their hands and 

sent a shower of bullets at every spot where they 

heard a noise. They could not see us. We could 

see them, for they had fires.”18  

 

The article goes on to describe the battle and 

how the Americans did not turn tail as Tecum-

seh’s brother, the Prophet, had foretold. Whether 

Shabbona was really there or not, Tippecanoe 

was a significant point in native resistance to 

western expansion. Tecumseh had not been able 

to persuade the Southern tribes of the impend-

ing danger and the tribes assembled at Tippe-

canoe were now scattered with their winter food 

supply burned. His grand plan for a unified ar-

my with some bargaining power was doomed. 

He now felt forced to join the British.  

 

Shabbona and his men remained loyal to Tecum-

seh throughout these tumultuous times. In the 

fall of 1812, as Shabbona’s band was preparing 

to leave for the winter hunt, two of  Tecumseh’s 

men brought wampum, which showed the im-

portance of their message--to join Tecumseh and 

the British at Detroit to fight the American settle-

ment. Shabbona and his warriors headed east 

the next morning. He was given the rank of Cap-

tain in the British Indian Service and, after many 
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other engagements, was by Tecumseh’s side as 

second in command at the Battle of The Thames 

River. Their force of 1200 warriors was in retreat, 

but Tecumseh commanded that a stand be taken 

at the river at Moravian town. Tecumseh led val-

iantly, though wounded in the neck, until Shab-

bona saw him fall. Tecumseh had just raised his 

tomahawk to strike Colonel Johnson of the Ken-

tucky riflemen from his horse when a bullet, 

purportedly fired by Johnson, pierced his heart. 

At this point, Shabbona ordered his men away 

from the battle and vowed to the Great Spirit 

that if his life were spared, he would never again 

fight the whites.19  

 

Peace Chief 

 

Shabbona returned to his Shabbona Grove vil-

lage but the band moved around according to 

the season. Their own sugar camp in the early 

days was on Bureau Creek where they would go 

in February from the sheltered ravines of their 

winter hunting ground a few miles above 

Starved Rock.20 After the village located to the 

north, they made maple sugar from trees that 

they claimed west of Shabbona Grove to the 

back of Alta Walters' grandfather's cabin.21  

 

In 1812 Shabbona had a winter camp north of 

Princeton where the City-County Park was later 

located, “well-situated with Bureau Creek below 

and a ridge above.”22 This is probably the same 

hunting camp that the trader, Gurdon Hubbard, 

described; he met  Shabbona about 1820 at his 

trading post, “a warm, comfortable building 

where many an Indian was hospitably enter-

tained and all were jolly and happy...Shabbona’s 

winter lodge was on Bureau River at the bluffs. I 

became very attached to him and he to me. I nev-

er knew a more honest man.”23  

 

Shabbona was Peace Chief of the Three Fires (a 

group comprised of the Ottawa, Potawatomi and 

Chippewa tribes) from 1813 to 1832.24 A Peace 

Chief was chosen for his wisdom and generosity 

and settled such matters as domestic and inter-

tribal disputes and alliances, keeping general 

harmony. Problems were brought to the council 

house at Shabbona Grove (in Potawatomi, called 

Assimenek, which means Paw Paw Grove).  

 

In 1816 Shabbona was one of the signers of a 

treaty when the Three Fires ceded the Military 

Tract, all the land between the Illinois and Mis-

sissippi Rivers to the north edge of the Indian 

Boundary Line.25 The government arranged this 

for the benefit of American veterans of the War 

of 1812, though most of it was sold to land-

hungry, on-the-move settlers. The Indian Bound-

ary Line is an east-west line across Illinois from 

Grosse Point to Rock Island and is still legally 

noted on plat maps and deeds.26 When it was 

actually surveyed in 1819, soldiers from Fort 

Dearborn went with the survey wagon as 

guards. Surveyor John Sullivan hired Shabbona 

and his men to supply the party with meat dur-

ing the whole route.27 Shabbona was beginning 

to be looked on as “The White Man’s Friend,” 

which sounded complimentary to the settlers but 

was a term of derision to many Amerindians.  

 

In 1818 Black Hawk refused the annuity due his 

Sauk tribe since he was realizing the money was 

not a gift but a trade for the Sauk land. Amerin-

dians had no way of placing a value on a certain 

parcel of land. Ownership was vested in the en-

tire nation; individuals held specific usage rights 

decided by the council. In the words of Black 

Hawk, “My reason teaches me that land cannot 

be sold. The Great Spirit gave it to his children to 

live upon and cultivate; so long as they do so, 

they have a right to that soil. If they wish to 

leave it, then others have a right to settle on it.”28 

One eighteenth century trader among the Amer-

indians said they believed that everything was a 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Snell, Illinois 
by Averil Schreiber 

 

The only written record of Snell, Illinois, is that 

of a post office being located in John T. Snell’s 

home on the northwest corner of Annie Glidden 

and Aldrich roads in Mayfield Township. The 

Sycamore True Republican reported on May 16, 

1894: “Snell is the name of the new post office in 

DeKalb County. It is at the home of J.T. Snell in 

Mayfield Township and Mr. Snell is the first 

postmaster. His commission arrived on Monday. 

This will afford a daily mail to a large number of 

farmers in the north part of the township.” 

 

On March 19, 1895, the same newspaper report-

ed: “The post office at Snell, five miles west of 

Sycamore, has not been opened, and residents in 

that vicinity continue to receive their mail at Syc-

amore. James Snell received his commission as 

postmaster, but no appropriation was made for 

payment for carrying the mail on the route be-

tween Sycamore and Snell.” 

 

Official records of DeKalb County post offices 

state that the Snell post office was established 

April 26, 1894, and discontinued July 11, 1895. A 

post office would have been very beneficial to 

neighboring Snell residents, including, but not 

limited to, the families of Philip King, Samuel 

Knight, Hugh Campbell, Joe Lanan, Bert J. Mo-

yers, Wm. Remala, M.F. and James K. Gross, 

Amos C. and J.P. Nichols, Wm. Carpenter, and 

G.W. Beeman. 

There were, indeed, some of the ingredients of a 

“community,” as we think of the word, around 

the post office. The 1892 plat map from Atlases of 

DeKalb County, Illinois, 1871, 1892, 1905 & 1921, 

shows that within a two-mile radius of Snell 

there was a creamery, two churches, a cemetery, 

and three schools, as well as a well-settled farm-

ing population. 

 

Little is known of the creamery. However, twen-

tieth century Mayfield Twp. residents James Jar-

vis and Howard Lanan both reported that 

“when the creamery closed, it was moved across 

 

[ƻǎǘ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ 5ŜYŀƭō /ƻǳƴǘȅ 
 

This series will highlight some of the Ɂcorners,ɂɯɁgroves,ɂɯand Ɂpostal stopsɂɯ

that once existed. Towns still in existence will not be highlighted, except possi-

bly those who remain as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society 

are invited to research one of the lost communities and submit an article.  

1892 
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the fields to the adjacent Joseph and Harriet Lan-

an farm in 1905. Mrs. Lanan used it, and it was 

known as “Hatt’s pony barn.” A later owner of 

the barn property, Richard Carey, reported that 

“It was falling down, so it was torn down and 

burned in the fields about 1970.” 

 

The nearby Snell schools were Center to the 

south, Aldrich to the west, and Vandeburg to the 

north. Their histories are reported in detail in 

Rural School Journeys, a Legacy of Learning begin-

ning on page 109. 

 

Mayfield Church (now Mayfield Congregational 

Church UCC) and Mayfield Cemetery are still 

well established and much respected in Mayfield 

Township and the surrounding areas. The 

church and cemetery, one mile east of Snell are 

adjacent, but have always been totally independ-

ent of each other.  

 

The church across the road from Snell on the 

Samuel and Mary Knight property is history. It 

had a short life. In 1975 Winifred Renwick 

Patterson reported that the church was orga-

nized at Pleasant Hill School, and met in homes 

and at Mayfield Church. Then in 1868 the Con-

gregation of the Church of Christ built its own 

church. An undated “Record of the Congrega-

tion of the Church of Christ” lists 120 persons. 

John T. Snell was not a member, although neigh-

boring families Wm. King, E. Sivright, H.C. 

Campbell, Samuel Knight, James Fulkerson, and 

other relatives are listed. The church was short 

lived, closing in 1878. Interestingly, the building 

was still shown as a church on the 1892 plat 

map. The building was moved across the road to 

the Snell home, “about 100 yards to the north-

west,” according to James Jarvis, and used as a 

machine shed. 

 

James Jarvis, John T. Snell’s grandson, lived in 

the Snell post-office home and then the new 1915 

brick home, which replaced the green frame 

house. James stated in a 1996 tape recording, 

“The Snell post office closed because there was 

no way to get the mail from Clare,” according to 

his mother and grandfather. Clare was 2.75 miles 

and Sycamore 5 miles away, as the crow flies. 

Both were on the Great Western Railroad. 

 

James T. Snell was born in 1850. By 1869 he was 

the teacher at Center School. His future wife, Sa-

rah A. Knight, had attended Center School, ac-

cording to James Jarvis, their grandson. Her par-

ents, Samuel and Mary Knight, owned and 

farmed the southeast quarter of section 9. 

 

James Jarvis reported, “The James T. Snells 

moved briefly to Ladonia, Missouri, where their 

son Roy J. was born. They returned in 1879 and 

purchased the southeast quarter of the north-

west quarter of section 9 (across from the 

Knight’s). Their daughters, Hattie Bell (1880) and 

Grace (1883, James’ mother), were born there.  

 

Mr. Snell was a well and windmill man, which 

took up most of his time. James Jarvis recalled, 

“In 1910 Mr. Snell sold the 40 acres to his daugh-

ter Grace and her husband of five years, William 

H. Jarvis. The price was $100 an acre. I was born 

in the Snell home in 1906. The Jarvises lost the 

farm in the depression year of 1937, selling it to  

(Continued on page 15) 
Residence of Samuel Knight from 1871 plat book 
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Since the demolition of the 

old DeKalb Bank building 

at 4th Street and Lincoln 

Highway and the structure 

next to it in early Novem-

ber, I have had people ask-

ing about the old stone 

wall that was revealed on 

the east side of the brick-

fronted building at 325 E. 

Lincoln Highway. (The ad-

dress changed now and 

then over the years.) The 

many long bricked-up windows and doors visi-

ble again have peaked people’s curiosity about 

the history of that building. 

 

I knew from research in the early 1970s that the 

property had once been the site of Phineas 

Vaughn’s two-story stone blacksmith shop. 

From every indication, however, Vaughn’s shop 

was never actually torn down, but instead great-

ly remodeled and modernized in appearance, 

becoming our 325 E. Lincoln during the early 

years of the twentieth century. 

 

While stopped in traffic at 4th and Lincoln in late 

December, I had the opportunity to stare over at 

the wall, and there was just something about it 

that nagged at my mind. When I got home, I dug 

out my collection of downtown DeKalb post-

cards and pictures, to look for a particular pho-

tographic image. 

 

Sure enough, a picture dated 1894 depicted a 

scene looking west along Main Street/Lincoln 

Highway from 4th, with Phineas Vaughn’s shop 

visible in part on the right. (The Regional Histo-

ry Center at NIU has the identical photo in their 

files, but dated 1899.) Three first-floor and two 

second-floor win-

dows on the east side 

of the building near 

the front corner, cor-

respond perfectly 

with bricked-up 

openings on the wall 

at 325 E. Lincoln. 

 

I further documented 

the wall’s origins 

with a picture out of 

the Chronicle’s 1956 

supplement for DeKalb’s Centennial. Phineas 

Vaughn was seen standing in the wide arched 

front doorway, with almost all of the structure’s 

east wall visible (below). 

I have been unable to find any source indicating 

when Vaughn’s shop was actually erected. The 

1899 DeKalb Chronicle Illustrated Souvenir Edition 

says Vaughn took over an existing blacksmith 

shop in 1851 at the northeast corner of 2nd and 

Lincoln. In 1876 that parcel was acquired by Jo-

seph Glidden, who had the three-story block  

Glidden house erected there. Vaughn may well 

have moved down to the 300 block at that time. 

 

The Story Behind a Stone Wall 
by Stephen J. Bigolin 

East Lincoln Hwy at 4th Street, DeKalb, looking west, c 1894 
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The 1892 Plat Book of DeKalb County, 

Illinois contains the building’s long 

narrow, masonry footprint, show-

ing it as a free-standing structure. A 

late 1890s parade picture shows a 

pair of simple frame buildings to 

the west. The lay of the land began 

changing there in 1903 with the con-

struction of the Commercial Trust & 

Savings Bank building (McCabes). 

 

Although the original six-over-six 

double-hung window openings 

along the wall have been filled in, 

their stone sills remain. A distinc-

tive arch is still in evidence, too, over a wide one

-time first-floor doorway. Either as part of 325 E. 

Lincoln’s remodeling, or with the construction of 

neighboring 345, a later brick cornice tops the 

old stone wall. 

 

The front of 325 E. Lincoln may well have been 

altered around 1903 also. The new brick facade 

replaced the historic stone one. On the second 

floor, this included a distinctive bay window, 

seen in postcard views and photos from over the 

years, which was removed during the days of 

Urban Renewal in the 1970s. At the southeast 

corner of the building you can now see how sol-

idly anchored to the old stone wall the brick one 

is. 

 

Phineas Vaughn died in September of 1897 at 

age 70. The earliest surviving city directory is 

from 1899 and lists E.A. (Ezra Alonzo) Perry as 

the blacksmith shop’s owner. He may well have 

been employed by Vaughn, being some 18 years 

younger than the veteran smithy. By 1903 Perry 

had relocated the business to 205 Grove Street, 

and the historic Main Street/Lincoln Highway 

address was occupied by John Buckingham’s 

saloon, which moved from a building across the 

street. The saloon would really not have needed 

the many windows and doors 

along the east wall, especially as 

interior lighting improvements 

came into vogue. The bricked-up 

openings in the wall may have 

been closed up at that time. 

 

Neighboring 345 E. Lincoln—

demolished with the bank—dated 

from 1906/07. Past and Present of 

DeKalb County, Illinois stated it was 

originally built for Earnest F. 

Elmberg’s Economy Store, an early 

5 & 10¢ store. With its construction 

the old stone wall of Vaughn’s 

blacksmith shop came to be conceiled for the 

next century. (In 2007, I purchased a small 

ceramic sprinkling can—blue with gold trim—

containing a likeness of Altgeld Hall on one side, 

sold by Elmberg’s store. Its original price was no 

more than ten cents, while I paid $25 for it.) 

 

Phineas Vaughn was never the subject of a 

sketch in any of the county’s biographical 

histories. The 1880 U.S. Census and the 1892 

DeKalb Chronicle Illustrated Souvenire Edition both 

had him born in New Hampshire in 1827. No 

additional family information was provided, 

however. The September 20, 1897, issue of the 

Chronicle included his obituary. It helps explain 

why he and his wife share a large family plot in 

Evergreen Cemetery at South 7th and Taylor 

streets with others. 

 

Silas T. Vaughn (1797-1862) was listed as the 

father of Phineas, while Silas O. Vaughn (1821-

1906) was an older brother. Both are among 

those buried at Evergreen. Silas O. Vaughn had 

been featured in the 1885 Portrait and Biographical 

Album of DeKalb County, Illinois with Silas T. 

Vaughn referenced as his father, but no sibling 

names were given. Phineas’s obituary said there 

(Continued on page 10) 

The Village Blacksmith,  
Phineas Vaughn 
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New Location 

 

The coming year is very exciting for the Syca-

more History Museum. We are planning our 

move to the Engh Farm property and preparing 

to open in May 2009 with “Journey Stories,” a 

traveling Smithsonian 

exhibit, and our own ex-

hibit, “Memories from the 

Farm,” in August 2009. 

  

During the next few 

months, we will also be 

devoting much time to 

the renovation of the 

farmstead and hired 

man’s house on the Engh 

Farm. This will involve 

bringing the buildings up to current code, meet-

ing ADA requirements, and creating an environ-

ment that meets museum standards. Once com-

pleted, the site will serve as a home to exhibits 

interpreting Sycamore’s history; a wide variety 

of educational programs for families, children, 

and adults; and a depository for artifacts and 

archival material related to Sycamore. Check our 

website—www.sycamorehistory.org—for new 

hours and other information. 

 

Inaugural Exhibit  

 

May 31 – July 11, 2009 

 

The Smithsonian is coming to Syca-

more!  Journey Stories is a compelling 

Smithsonian exhibition that shows how our 

evolving mobility changed a young nation and 

how transportation made us grow.  The accounts 

of travelers themselves express the hopes and 

promises of fresh starts, the grim realities of 

forced migrations and difficult journeys, and the 

thrills of personal travel. 

 

Americans are all about going places.  We savor 

our freedom to travel, 

and we have always 

been an intensely mo-

bile society.  That mo-

bility spurred the devel-

opment of transporta-

tion modes and sys-

tems:  trains, boats, and 

airplanes; trails, roads, 

and massive highways 

– all to make “getting 

there” as easy as possi-

ble. 

 

This exhibit is possible through “Museum on 

Main Street,” a one-of-a-kind cultural project 

that serves the people of small-town America.  It 

joins the prestige of the Smithsonian and the 

program expertise of the State Humanities 

Councils with the remarkable volunteerism and 

unique histories of our small and rural towns.  

The Sycamore History Museum was selected as 

one of six state museums to host the exhibit.  The 

sneak-preview is May 30 for members, volun-

teers, and donors, and the public opening is on 

May 31 at the museum’s new home, 1730 N. 

Main Street (the Engh Farm). 

 

Even thought the Smithsonian is providing the 

foundation for the exhibit, each community is 

responsible for connecting the national themes to 

their town.  For example, the exhibit explores the 

Featured County Historical/Genealogical Resource 
 

Sycamore History Museum 
by Michelle Donahoe 

Our new home at 1730 N. Main Street, Sycamore  
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Underground Railroad, transportation, and immi-

gration.  The Sycamore experience will cover Dea-

con West’s role on the Underground Railroad; lo-

cal transportation—the Sycamore & Cortland 

branch line, Chicago & North Western and Great 

Western railroads, airports, and interurban; along 

with personal recollections related to immigrant 

journeys to town.   

 

There will also be many programs associated with 

the exhibit.  Dennis Cremin, the Illinois State 

Scholar for the exhibit, will be talking about the 

Illinois connections to “Journey Stories” during 

the May 7 Brown Bag lunch and on Saturday, June 

6.  “History of the Illinois Prairie” will be present-

ed by Ken Robertson on Thursday, June 4.  An 

evening concert by folk musician David H.B. 

Drake is scheduled for June 24 at 6:30 at the farm – 

pack a picnic.  On July 2 at noon, Marcia Wilson 

will share “Conception, Labor, and Delivery of 

Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning.”   Tom 

Oestreicher will share his knowledge of the Illinois 

105th Regiment in the Civil War on Sunday, July 5.  

Check sycamorehistory.org for a complete list of 

programs, dates, and times.  

 

Journey Stories has been made possible  

in Sycamore, Illinois, by the  

Illinois Humanities Council.  
♦♦♦ 

Family and friends say goodbye to troops, June 1944. 

had been twelve children in the family. 

 

The location at 325 E. Lincoln Highway is 

marked as a vintage downtown landmark in an 

unusual way. Embedded in the sidewalk in 

front of the former blacksmith shop is a small 

brass horseshoe, said to have been placed there 

in the 1890s by Phineas Vaughn himself. A 

number of times over the years it has been 

safely extricated from one sidewalk and re-

embedded in a new one. This was last done in 

the 1970s during the days of Urban Renewal. 

 

Meanwhile, the Vaughn family plot at 

Evergreen Cemetery contains an out-of-the-

ordinary object. In addition to the gray stone 

marker with the Vaughn name on it (spelled V-

A-U-G-H-A-N, even though the censuses, 

obituaries, and other sources have no “a” 

between the “h” and “n”), the grave of Phineas 

Vaughn has resting over it his blacksmith’s 

anvil. It can truly be said he was proud of his 

longtime profession. After all, he devised not 

only the hand-operated machines, but also the 

steam-powered equipment for producing 

Joseph Glidden’s barbed wire. ♦ 

(Continued from page 8) 

Phineas Vaughnôs grave at Evergreen Cemetery is 
marked by his anvil. 
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Tidbit Treasures  

from the Joiner 

History Room  
 

The Joiner Room Journal has been published for the past 

ten years by the countyɀs Joiner History Room located at 

the Sycamore Public Library. In a regular column, 

ɁQuestions, We Get Questionsɂɯpassed on answers to 

questions that had come into the J Room. Permission has 

been granted to reprint those tidbit treasures. 

 

Question: What does G.A.R. stand for? 

Answer: Grand Army of the Republic, which 

was an organization of Civil War veterans of the 

Union army. Every town and village had their 

chapter or “post.” 

 

Question: Did you ever hear of oil drilling in 

DeKalb County? 

Answer: Yes. In fact, we have newspaper articles 

about a derrick being set up on the Ed Wyman 

farm east of Sycamore in 1937 and on the Lewis 

Eraas farm south of Shabbona in 1940. There was 

a great deal of excitement, but sad to say, no oil! 

 

Question: What was the name of Barber Greene 

Road before the factory was located there and 

when was it officially named Barber Greene 

Road? 

Answer: County roads were not given official 

names until 1958. Prior to that Barber Greene 

Road was just called “The Road to Ohio Grove.” 

Somonauk Road back then was the “Road to 

Cortland.” State routes were given names or 

numbers much earlier. 
 

Question: What year was Rt. 23 between Syca-

more and Genoa paved? 

Answer: 1925. 
 

Question: We all know what E-mail is. What 

was V-mail? 

Answer: V-mail was a type of mail service used 

for our armed forces during World War II. It was 

a small distinctively marked blank page that 

folded into an envelope. The letters were micro-

filmed and sent to stations overseas where they 

were reproduced and sent to military posts. It 

was done by the government to save space in 

dispatching the mail to our GIs. 

 

Question: Where is Camp Grant? 

Answer: Camp Grant no longer exists. Rockford 

Airport is built on the site of the World War I 

and World War II army camp. 

 

Question: What year did C.R.O.P. begin in DeK-

alb County? 

Answer: The earliest evidence we have in the 

archives shows it being started here in 1948. 

 

Question: In 1871, Susan B. Anthony spoke in 

Sycamore on behalf of the woman’s suffrage 

movement. Where did she spend the night? 

Answer: Susan B. Anthony slept at the old Ward 

Hotel on the corner of California and State 

streets, Sycamore. 

 

Question: What year was the Marsh Harvester 

Building built and what did they manufacture 

there? 

Answer: It was built by W.W. and C.W. Marsh, 

two brothers, in 1869. They were the inventors of 

the Marsh threshing machine. 

 

Question: Where did the fugitive slaves go 

when they left DeKalb County on the Under-

ground Railroad? 

Answer: They went east through Kane County 

to Chicago where they boarded boats on Lake 

Michigan. Sympathetic ship captains took them 

to the Detroit area where they crossed into free-

dom in Canada around Windsor. There are sev-

eral Underground Railroad museums in that ar-

ea.  

11 
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gift from the Great Spirit and therefore to be 

shared.29  

 

Bitterness was building amongst the natives, but 

Shabbona believed they must make some com-

promise and learn from this invasion. In 1824 he 

had a chance to help trader John Kinzie who was 

bringing goods up the Illinois River. At the 

Starved Rock rapids a half-breed named George 

Forque asked about the cargo. Finding it was a 

rich load, he found several villainous natives to 

help him rob Kinzie. These natives, however, 

wanted to kill Kinzie first. Forque did not want 

to be a part of the murder, so he went to Shab-

bona. Determining where the ambush was set, 

Shabbona and his men waited there, and when 

the robbers arrived, frightened them off. Some of 

Shabbona’s party guarded Kinzie all the way to 

Chicago, but Kinzie never knew he was in dan-

ger. Shabbona told Kinzie’s son after the death of 

his father.30  

 

A couple of years later Shabbona called on Elder 

Jesse Walker at Ottawa when Elder Walker, dis-

couraged by the inhospitality of the natives, was 

about to give up on establishing a mission. He 

invited Shabbona to come in but understood 

little of the help that Shabbona’s poor English 

was offering. Later, Shabbona returned with the 

half-breed George Forqua (yes, apparently the 

same man), who translated an invitation to come 

to Shabbona’s camp. There, among Shabbona’s 

band, an hour was spent in singing and praying. 

The next day, Shabbona took Walker to several 

spots along the Illinois and Fox Rivers to find a 

good location for a mission. They decided on a 

point of timber near the present Sheridan, Illi-

nois, and a chapel, school house and some 

dwellings were built. The settlement remained 

but a few years, however, due to the threat of 

native attack.31 The present landowner says that 

before evacuating, the Mission Point blacksmith 

sunk his anvil in the spring. Perhaps it is still 

there.  

 
1. Matson, N. French And Indians of The Illinois River; Tanner, 

Helen Hornbeck, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian History.  

2. Matson, N. , Memories of Shaubena.  

3. Walters, Alta P. Journal of the Illinois State Historical Socie-

ty, Vol. 17, “Shabonee”  

4. Armstrong, P. The Sauks And The Black Hawk War, in a 

letter from Frances Howe, a great niece of Shabbona.  

5. Marsh, C. W. Recollections; Murphy, E. “Birthplace of 

Shabbona”; Davy, H. W., Oxen to Jets; Matson, N., Memories 

of Shaubena.  

6. Quaife, Milo M., Checagou.  

7. Matson, N., Memories of Shaubena.  

8. Armstrong, P., The Sauks And The Black Hawk War.  

9. Underhill, Ruth, Red Manɀs America.  

10. Matson, Memories of Shaubena. 

11. Ibid. 

12. Tanner, Helen Hornbeck, Atlas of Great Lakes Indian His-

tory. 

13. Dowd, James, Built Like A Bear. 

14. Ibid. 

15. Clifton, James A., The Potawatomi. 

16. Indiana Historical Bureau pamphlet, “Indiana Heroes 

for Young Hoosiers,” No. 3. 

17. Tipton, John, Indiana Magazine of History, December, 

1906, “The Battle of Tippecanoe,” Tipton’s Journal.  

18. Whickar, J. Wesley, Indiana Magazine of History, 1921, 

“Shabonee’s Account of Tippecanoe” quoting Solon Robin-

son.  

19. Dowd, James, Built Like A Bear. 

20. Armstrong, P., The Sauks And The Black Hawk War  

21. Walters, Alta, Journal of the Illinois State Historical Society, 

Vol. 17, 1924.  

22. Leonard, D. P., Big Bureau And Bright Prairies.  

23. Putnam Past Times, Vol. XIV, 1867 letter from Hubbard 

to Amos Purvience, Clerk of Putnam County.  

24. Outdoor Highlights, a magazine article titled “Shabbona.”  

25. Matson, N., Memories of Shaubena  

26. Rasmusen, M., LaSalle County Lore.  

27. Ibid.  

28. Armstrong, P. The Sauks And The Black Hawk War.  

29. Adair, James, History of The American Indians.  

30. Kerns, Eliza, Stories of Pioneer Days , compiled by 

School Supt. W. R. Foster.  

31. Matson, N., Memories of Shaubena.  

 
♦♦♦ 

(Shabbona continued from page 4) 
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(Continued on page 13) 

Andrew Wald of Clare for $95 an acre.” 

 

In January 1937, William H. Jarvis died of a 

probable heart attack in the home he had lost, 

but where he remained as caretaker until the 

new owners could take possession. Mrs. Jarvis 

and their son had moved to DeKalb several 

weeks prior. 

 

Although Jarvis’s obituary states that he is bur-

ied in Mayfield Cemetery, he, his wife, their son 

and their son’s wife are buried in Fairview Cem-

etery. According to James Jarvis, his parents 

feared that Mayfield Cemetery could end up in 

the same poor condition as others in Mayfield 

Township—Pleasant Hill in section 1, Robison 

(Mayfield Methodist) in section 6, and the pri-

vate Joiner Cemetery in section 25. 

 

James Taylor Snell (1850-1919), his wife Sarah A. 

(Knight) (1855-1934), and their son Rev. John H. 

Snell (1876-1903) are buried in the Snell lot. In 

1996 James Jarvis noted that “the east half of 

Snell lot #20 is unoccupied, but I wouldn’t sell it 

off. There’ll never be anybody else buried there.” 

He and his mother had, in the 1960s, contributed 

$75 to upgrade the three Snell stones in Mayfield 

Cemetery. 

 

Roy J. Snell was Grace Snell Jarvis’s brother. He 

was a well-known author of over 70 books of 

children’s adventure stories. James donated his 

collection of his uncle’s books to the Joiner His-

tory Room. One is inscribed, “To James, with 

best wishes from Uncle Roy. December 1919.” 

James would have been thirteen. 

 

The Snell post office ceased to exist in 1895. The 

Snell area is now served by the Clare, Kingston, 

Kirkland, and Sycamore post offices. Snell would 

have been very valuable, even today. 

 
(Sources: Joiner History Room resources, as well as the late 

James Jarvis. Jarvis shared his knowledge of the history and 

people of Mayfield Twp. in tape recordings from 1996-1999. 

About 40 long-time families were interviewed and record-

(Snell continued from page 6) 

A Resource Worth Checking Out 
 

For more than 20 years, Fox Valley Genealogi-
cal Society member Mike Fichtel has indexed 
the contents of journals and newsletters that 
have been received by or were held by the so-
ciety.  Cornsilk, the Illinois State Genealogical 
Society Quarterly, and other useful publications 
are included. Search by Surname, County, 
Keyword, etc. Itôs worth checking out.  
Click on Mikeôs Index at  

http://www.ilfvgs.org/ 

 
 
Recipes Wanted: The Glidden Homestead 
is collecting recipes for a compact disc rec-
ipe book to be sold at its April 25 fundrais-
er, Divas Dish: Grandmaôs Secret Recipes. 
Recipes for appetizers, salad, bread, soup, 
side dishes, entrees and desserts should 
be e-mailed to Bridget Carlson at Castle 
Bank, bcarlson@castlebank.com,  
by April 8. 

Family Origins 
 

 A little girl asked her mother, òHow did the 
human race appear?ó 
 The mother answered, òGod made Adam and 
Eve, they had children. Thatõs how all mankind was 
made.ó 
 Two days later, the little girl asked her father 
the same question. The father answered, òMany 
years ago, there were monkeys from which the hu-
man race evolved.ó 
 The confused little girl returned to her moth-
er and asked, òMom, how is it possible that you told 
me that the human race was created by God, and 
Papa says they were developed from monkeys.ó 
 The mother answered, òWell, dear, it is very 
simple. I told you about the origin of my side of 
the family, and your father told you about his.ó ♦ 
 
(Reprinted from the Mason County Genealogical Society 
Newsletter, Vol. 26, No. 3, 2008) 
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Minutes of the Meeting, October 4, 2008 
by Joan Hardekopf 

 

The quarterly meeting of the DeKalb County Associ-
ation of Historical Societies and Museums was held 
on October 4, 2008, at 10:00 am at the Glidden 
House, 921 West Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb.  Marcia Wil-
son presided at the meeting and began with each one 
introducing themselves.  Peggy Stuntz of the Kirkland 
Historical Society joined us for the first time. 
  
Old Business: We had a wrap-up report on the Pass-
port to Adventure program.  Sign-up lists from partic-
ipating sites didn't come in very well.  There was a 
nice selection of prizes for the winners. / Henry Leon-
ard reported on the Historical Resources Guide pro-
gress.  Sue Breese put it on a CD and it is ready for 
proof reading. / Marcia reviewed the results of the 
questionnaire distributed at the last meet-
ing.  Expectations are being met.  Meetings will start 
at 9:30 am and maybe an email reminder will go out a 
week or so before the meetings. Questionnaires were 
given to those not present last time. / The Cornsilk 
will be out soon. Marcia asked for another Lost Com-
munity article for the next issue. / The DVD by Jim 
Barker is finished and on sale now.  It was first of-
fered for sale at the Sandwich Historical Society's 
booth at the Sandwich Fair. His e-mail address is in-
fo@dekalbvideo.com.  Sites interested in selling the 
DVDs should contact Jim. /  Carol Woodin of Malta 
told of the article in the Illinois State Museum maga-
zine, The Living Museum, on lost cemeteries and it 
listed one near Malta.  Free subscriptions of the mag-
azine can be obtained through:  
subscriptions@museum.state.il.us.   
  
New business & upcoming events: There is a ceme-
tery walk today at Oak Mound Cemetery north of So-
monauk. / At 7:30 on October 16 a lecture at NIU will 
take place on the Jacob Haish mansion by Steve 
Bigolin.  It will be repeated at the DeKalb Public Li-
brary on Nov. 19. / The Elmwood Cemetery walk at 
Sycamore is tomorrow at 1:00 pm.  The Sycamore 
History Museum will be moving soon north of Syca-
more to the Engh farm on property owned and leased 
by the City of Sycamore. /  The folks at Malta have 
started video taping people remembering Malta.  The 

tapes will be for sale. Malta has been chosen for an 
interpretive sign displaying and recognizing the Lin-
coln Highway.  It will be about the seedling mile. / 
Genoa has also been chosen for an interpretive Lin-
coln Highway sign.  Genoa has linked to an Aurora 
tour group for more exposure.  They try to have 
monthly changes of displays and displays on loan. 
They will have a Veterans Day display in November 
and a Christmas open house. / Kirkland is having 
good community support in their beginning.  They 
had a successful golf outing and have started oral his-
tories.  They meet at the library. / The NIU Anthro-
pology Museum has the 2nd half of the Cambodia 
exhibit on Arts & Culture. Ann had posters to distrib-
ute - the exhibit is Sept. 2008-Aug. 2009. / DeKalb 
Area Women's Center has no heat because a chimney 
went down in a storm this year.  The October exhibit 
is by children of domestic abuse; November will be 
the work of four women from Freeport; 
and December 5 & 6 they will have the annual art 
shopping event with booths set-up.  / The Nehring 
Gallery has a Latino heritage exhibit.  The next show 
is John Wright's collection of movie posters from war 
time. / On October 11 there is a big meeting by the 
Illinois State Genealogy Society at the College of Du-
Page./ Midwest Museum of Natural History will have 
Norwegian dancers from Wisconsin and an ethnic 
bake sale at the Sycamore Middle School; Birds of 
Prey on Oct. 31; and a Creepfest at the Museum on 
Oct. 25 from 10-5. 
  
The next meeting will be January 3, 2009, at 9:30 am 
at the Nehring Center, DeKalb.  The round table topic 
will be the 2009 Passport program.  
  
Following the meeting, Anna Marie Coveny led the 
round table discussion on fund raising, and tours of 
the Glidden Homestead were offered. ♦ 

DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 
historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives 

of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  
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Minutes of the Meeting, January 3, 2009 
by Joan Hardekopf 

 
The DeKalb County Assoc. of Historical Societies & 
Museums met for their quarterly meeting on January 
3, 2009, at 9:30 am at the Nehring Center Gallery, 
164 E. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb with Anna Marie Cov-
eny as hostess and Marcia Wilson presiding. 
  
Each one present (about 20) introduced them-
selves.  The networking list was circulated for addi-
tions and changes.  Evaluation summaries and round 
table topics were available.  The new Cornsilk is out, 
but most people attending the meeting had not yet 
received their copy. 
  
The new Historical Resources Guide was available 
for distribution.  Seven thousand copies were printed 
and a supply of them will be available after today at 
Atty. Ron Klein's office. 
  
The subject of county cemeteries registered with the 
State was updated by Steve Bigolin.  On May 3 a 2-
hour guided tour will be given by Steve of Oakwood 
Cemetery, North First Street, DeKalb. 
  
New business - Report on museum advocacy at the 
national level - there needs to be legislation to profes-
sionalize museums the same as previously done for 
libraries.  A day has been set in February in Washing-
ton to promote that.  This is also done each March in 
Springfield.  /  Ron Klein reported a committee has 
been formed to explore expanding the present court-
house.  Five courtrooms should be added; the com-
mittee is open to ideas.  Ron was appointed chairman 
of the committee by Judge Klein.  Steve Bigolin is 
also on the committee. 
  
Passport to Adventure: Averil Schreiber reviewed the 
2008 Passport program and participation.  Cost over 
the 4 years - about $4000.  After much discussion, the 
group thought the key to reaching youth is to start a 
special website.  The Passport program is laid to rest 
at this time.  
 
Members were urged to visit the DeKalb County His-
torical Resources website and make suggestions on 
the ease of getting to it, the ease of using it and if it 
could work for getting Passport and other information 
shared.   
  
Upcoming events through March for the groups pre-
sent: The Nehring Gallery is actually closed as they 
are on the NIU schedule.  Jan. 14 they will have a 
speaker on WWII and a gallery tour of posters, as 

well as a critic. There will be other specials on Satur-
days in January.  / At the DeKalb Area Women's Cen-
ter art by Nancy Legner of Sandwich is on display. 
The Khmer Spirit display will continue until August 
2009 at the Anthropology Museum at NIU in the Ste-
vens Building. /The County Historical/Genealogy 
group will next meet in March with Joan Hardekopf 
the speaker on the new Sandwich book. / Genoa is 
closed for now and doing building maintenance. / 
Malta is continuing with interviews of older 
adults.  Their hall is to be painted soon. / Sue Breese 
has moved from the Waterman project to a Mal-
ta project.  
 
At Kirkland’s next meeting they are hosting history 
projects. / Sycamore History Museum: the renovation 
is continuing at their new site and they have not yet 
moved, but hope to move in April. They will sponsor 
a F.D. Roosevelt program January 31 at St. John's 
Church—cost is $15, and will have a Smithsonian 
exhibit this summer. They are working with Kish-
waukee students on interviewing local farmers.  There 
are note cards available with a Sycamore drawing. / 
Stone Mill Museum at Sandwich is closed until April, 
but they are working on 150th events to help cele-
brate Sandwich's 150th year. / North Grove School - a 
mailing was done promoting the site for tours. / Mid-
west Museum in Sycamore is open although there 
was water damage to the gift shop/lobby recently. 
  
March 7 is the history fair at NIU. 
  
DeKalb County Community Foundation: grants appli-
cations are due March 1. / Newly retired from the 
Foundation, Jerry Smith is to do historical stories on 
Community Fund donors.   
 
The next meeting will be April 4 at 9:30 am at the 
Waterman Community Building next to the muse-
um. Sue Breese will discuss her work there and else-
where in indexing archives. 
  
Marcia closed the meeting announcing that this group 
needs a new leader and secretary - to be elected in 
April.  Meeting adjourned with information shared by 
John Wright of his WWII movie poster display and a 
tour of his posters in the gallery. ♦ 
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Alms Leonard C. 88 12/7/2008 Tucson AZ/ DeKalb IL 12/10/2008  
Anderson Bernard George "Bernie" 89 12/4/2008 DeKalb IL 12/7/2008  
Arneson Vesta "Betty"  Stark 96 12/4/2008 DeKalb IL 12/7/2008  
Baker Betty A. Judge 84 1/5/2009 DeKalb IL 1/8/2009  
Bays Bryan Allen  52 1/5/2009 Kirkland IL 1/7/2009  
Benson June A. Elliott 83 11/29/2008 Rockford IL 12/2/2008  
Benson Glenn A. 84 1/4/2009 Kirkland IL 1/6/2009  
Berg Vern Mahlon 82 11/13/2008 Shabbona IL 11/17/2008  
Bernard  Herbert D. 84 12/31/2008 Cherry Valley IL 1/1/2009  
Bichof Elizabeth B. Krell 91 1/5/2009 DeKalb IL 1/7/2009  
Bidstrup Frank Wayne 71 2/11/2009 Aurora IL/ Waterman IL 2/13/2009  
Bischof Elizabeth B. Krell 91 1/5/2009 DeKalb IL 1/16/2009  
Bloom Bettyy Arlene Luepkes 79 2/6/2009 Kirkland IL 2/8/2009  
Bond Freddie Earl 87 12/3/2008 Red Mountain CA 12/11/2008  
Booth Marilyn L. Westberg 63 1/18/2009 Sycamore IL 2/2/2009  
Bradley Peter Huff 72 11/1/2008 Fairfield Glade TN 11/19/2008  
Brandt Roger 88 12/8/2008 Westford MA 12/17/2008  
Brantley Jan White  56 12/19/2008 New Orleans 1/11/2009  
Brink Rueben Hiram 83 2/7/2009 Lindenwood IL 2/10/2009  
Brown Cordia V. Feezell 71 11/18/2008 DeKalb IL 11/20/2008  
Brown Michael Charles 26 1/31/2009 Chicago IL/ DeKalb IL 2/3/2009  
Burgess William 70 11/22/2008 West Brooklyn IL 11/25/2008  
Burke Carmela Ross 77 1/21/2009 Fort Wayne IN 1/23/2009  
Burton Susan M. Beamish 55 2/9/2009 Lee IL 2/12/2009  
Byrd Eatterson Sr. 85 2/1/2009 Sycamore IL 2/4/2009  
Cady H. Stanley  81 12/30/2008 Sycamore IL 1/1/2009  
Cardine Robert F.  81 1/22/2009 Malta IL 1/24/2009  
Carlson Martha E. Bradley 89 1/3/2009 DeKalb IL 1/8/2009  
Carr Jessie E.Allen 88 12/12/2008 DeKalb IL 12/14/2008  
Carter Paul R. 77 12/23/2008 Sycamore IL 12/25/2008  
Cerny Blanche M. Novotny 93 1/3/2009 DeKalb IL 1/8/2009  
Challand Warren Franklin 85 12/8/2008 Sycamore IL 12/10/2008  
Cherry Kenneth A.  72 1/28/2009 Yorkville IL 1/30/2009  
Clayton Jeffrey S. 50 11/20/2008 DeKalb IL 11/22/2008  
Clayton R. F. "Bob" 90 1/26/2009 Blue Springs MO 1/29/2009  
Cole Susan Louise Kruis    11/20/2008  
Council Robert W.  88 12/8/2008 Sycamore IL 12/10/2008  
Cross Gene D. 78 12/9/2008 Cape Coral FL 12/21/2008  
Culver Jeffrey E. 50 1/14/2009 Rockford IL 1/16/2009  
Curts Eva Ellen Randolph 83 12/30/2008 Malta IL 1/2/2009  
Davis Eleanor E. Williams 88 11/19/2008 DeKalb IL 11/20/2008  
Dedeo Ruth Ann Cerutti 65 11/17/2008 Sycamore Il/ DeKalb IL 11/20/2008  
Delaney Bernard Lee 53 12/13/2008 Wichita Falls TX 12/21/2008  
Diedrich Dawn Marie Monnett 73 12/13/2008 Glen Ellyn IL/DeKalb IL 12/17/2008  
Dunahoo Marie F.Strang 102 1/1/2009 Lindenwood IL 1/4/2009  
Emerson Doris M. Saaf 89 11/19/2008 Genoa IL 11/21/2008  
Garman Willis Ray 86 1/10/2009 LaSalle IL 1/13/2009  
Gieraltowski Chester J 86 1/30/2009 Sycamore IL 2/1/2009  
Gittleson  Robert D. "Bob"  82  11/29/2008  Avon Park FL  12/9/2008  
Godsil  Rodney Dale "Hot Rod"  68  1/31/2009  Knoxville IL  2/3/2009  
Green  Joseph E.  82  1/17/2009  Monticello IA  1/22/2009  
Grollemond  David C.  23  12/20/2008 Sycamore IL  12/24/2008  
Gromm  Sharon  47  1/27/2009 DeKalb IL  1/30/2009  
Haberkorn Iva "Ivy" Broe  86 12/16/2008 Rock Rapids IA  12/18/2008  
Hager Robert Eugene Sr.  62 1/25/2009 Staunton VA  1/27/2009  
Hatfield Sharon Blessing O'Grady  65 11/26/2008 Kingston IL/ Elkhart IN  11/27/2008  
Hein Arthur H.  98 11/28/2008 Sycamore IL  11/30/2008  
Henke James Robert "Jim"  44 12/24/2008 Clare IL  12/29/2008  
Herrmann Helen M. Hall  88 12/8/2008 Sycamore IL  12/10/2008  
Hodgson  Leona I. Mundt  95  12/6/2008  Louisville KY/ Genoa IL  12/9/2008  
Holroyd  John H.  80  12/15/2008  Gilbert AZ  12/23/2008  
Hoppe Richard Paul "Rick"  53  11/19/2008  Seattle WA/ Kingston IL  11/23/2008  
Hurt William C.  79  1/22/2009  Sycamore IL  1/25/2009  
Irvin Patricia Ann "Trish"  45  2/9/2009  Sycamore IL  2/15/2009  
Jacky Judy Ann Carey  62  2/10/2009  Sycamore IL  2/12/2009  
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James Raymond M. 71 12/9/2008 Boulder IL 12/11/2008  
Jarvis Melvin C. "Mel" 78 12/27/2008 Genoa IL 12/30/2008  
Jensen  Geraldine H. "Gerry" 91 12/1/2008 Former DeKalb IL 12/11/2008  
Johnson Sara J.  52 11/13/2008 DeKalb IL 11/18/2008  
Johnson Donna Elaine Shrader 84 11/26/2008 Sycamore IL 11/27/2008  
Johnson Ina E. Anderson 92 11/26/2008 DeKalb IL 11/27/2008  
Johnson Jerald O. "Jerry" 84 12/1/2008 Ottawa IL/ Leland IL 12/3/2008  
Johnson Merton E. 86 1/9/2009 Sycamore IL 1/11/2009  
Johnson Anthony Ray 35 2/11/2009 St Charles IL/ DeKalb IL 2/15/2009  
Jones Andrew J. 67 11/30/2008 DeKalb IL 12/1/2008  
Jones Hugh 83 11/22/2008 West Plaines MO 2/11/2009  
Kellen Daniel L.  71 11/24/2008 Aurora IL 11/28/2008  
Kendall Richard Douglass 69 12/18/2008 Tybee Island GA/ Sycamore 12/25/2008  
Kingdon Stella G. Oleson 92 11/26/2008 Rochelle IL 11/27/2008  
Koehler Glynis M. Bond 40 1/11/2009 Shabbona IL 1/16/2009  
Kush Edmund 73 1/26/2009 Genoa IL 1/29/2009  
Kuzan Frank R. 93 12/18/2008 Sycamore IL 12/21/2008  
Laben James W.  63 12/10/2008 Lake Carroll IL/ Sycamore 12/12/2008  
Lannom Billie Wayne 77 1/4/2009 Genoa IL 1/6/2009  
Ledbetter Audrey V. Cook 68 11/17/2008 Kaneville IL 11/19/2008  
Leighton Harold Duane 83 1/24/2009 Maple Park IL 2/12/2009  
Lind Frank H. Jr.  12/18/2008 Bradenton FL 12/19/2008  
Longoria John  55 1/12/2009 DeKalb IL 1/20/2009  
Lowery Everett E. "Geno" 80 12/9/2008 Rockford IL/ DeKalb IL 12/11/2008  
Loyd Ellen Louise Barnes 72 1/12/2009 Whitesburg TN 1/13/2009  
Loyd James  75 1/30/2009 Whitesburg TN 2/1/2009  
Lutz Haven "Eugene" 74 1/23/2009 Rochelle IL 1/24/2009  
Maggard Carol Ruth Blitch 76 1/18/2009 Waterman IL 1/20/2009  
Manni Marian E. Plager 85 12/15/2008 Elgin IL/ Kirkland IL 12/16/2008  
Marshall James Edward 51 11/21/2008 Kirkland IL 11/23/2008  
Marx Elizabeth Marie Suryan 93 11/25/2008 Genoa IL/ Chicago IL 11/28/2008  
Mathey Kasey David 23 12/19/2008 Sycamore IL 12/24/2008  
Maxwell Marie Louise Eilers 85 12/28/2008 DeKalb IL 12/30/2008  
McMenamin Robert I. 94  Deerfield IL 12/12/2008  
Meadows Jane Ann 53 12/11/2008 DeKalb IL 12/12/2008  
Mervin  Donald Miles 74 2/14/2009 DeKalb IL 2/15/2009  
Michaud Susan M. Walker 54 1/7/2009 Sycamore IL 1/10/2009  
Mikolajczak Edward "Prince Edward" 93  1/5/2009 DeKalb IL 1/6/2009  
Milbrandt Mary M. Smith 82  11/17/2008 Sycamore IL 11/19/2008  
Miller Carl Jr. 79  12/12/2008 Brooksville FL 12/16/2008  
Misitano Anthony M. Jr. 56  1/31/2009 Sycamore IL 2/6/2009  
Morris Wilmetta E. LaMar 88  11/21/2008 DeKalb IL 11/23/2008  
Moss Todd William 35  1/3/2009 Rockford IL 1/6/2009  
Mueller Florence L. Hayward 92  2/5/2009 Sycamore IL 2/7/2009  
Neal Marilyn C. Hullison 72 1/13/2009 DeKalb IL/ Bensenville 1/28/2009  
Nelson Connie Sue Kult 54 12/7/2008 Dixon IL 12/9/2008  
Niewold Edgar  88  12/14/2008 Sycamore IL 12/18/2008  
O'Brien Ellen M. Grzywa 56  12/12/2008 Rancho Palos Verdes CA 12/19/2008  
Odom Dolphis Jay 73  11/27/2008 DeKalb IL/ IA 12/2/2008  
Olson Mildred B. Hegland 92  1/22/2009 Cortland IL 1/24/2009  
Olson Joseph R.  87  2/3/2009 Creston IL 2/7/2009  
Olson Virgil B. 91  2/6/2009 Roberta GA 2/10/2009  
Oltmanns LaVonne Anne Duitsman 71  11/24/2008 Byron IL 11/26/2008  
Osborne Toni P. Thomas 58  12/29/2008 DeKalb IL 1/2/2009  
Pankonin Bernice "Bunny" Danforth 87  11/16/2008 Harvard IL 11/19/2008  
Parkins Warren C. 78  12/22/2008 Beloit WI 1/1/2009  
Parra Serafin Sr. 64  12/11/2008 Sycamore IL 12/13/2008  
Paulson John G. 77  2/5/2009 Sycamore IL 2/6/2009  
Peltz Audrey L.  86  11/30/2008 North Canton (Ohio) 12/13/2008  
Pepple Reta M. Christopherson 86  1/30/2009 DeKalb/ Sandwich IL 2/1/2009  
Petit Sister Donna Loretta OSF 85  11/20/2008 Milwaukee WI 11/26/2008  
Phelps Sharon L. Jurs 64  2/5/2009 Genoa IL 2/9/2009  
Prothero Catherine E. 60  2/2/2009 DeKalb IL 2/4/2009  
Raddatz Wesley H. 61  1/5/2009 Kirkland IL 1/7/2009  
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Remour Geraldine P. 66 7/25/2008 Sycamore IL 11/25/2008  
Riippi Ray J.  92 11/18/2008 DeKalb IL 11/19/2008  
Roach John Arthur 76 1/12/2009 Belvidere IL 1/13/2009  
Robertson Bernard C. "Bernie" 77 12/20/2008 Kirkland IL 12/22/2008  
Rodge Bernard  96 11/29/2008 Lee IL 12/3/2008  
Roe Harold H. 75 10/16/2008 Richton Park 12/9/2008  
Roe Jacqueline J.  77 11/21/2008 Downers Grove 12/9/2008  
Sandeno Ingrid G. Lomeland 88 12/1/2008 Ottawa IL 12/3/2008  
Schmitt Norman E. 78 1/25/2009 DeKalb IL 1/29/2009  
Seyller Gary Ivan Sr. 66 1/2/2009 Mount Holly VT 1/24/2009  
Shaddick Thelma R. Sweet 85 2/12/2009 Paw Paw IL 2/14/2009  
Shimshok Anna L. Magers 76 2/10/2009 Sycamore IL 2/15/2009  
Siebrasse Charles R. 61 2/5/2009 DeKalb IL 2/7/2009  
Skuodas Angele Veronica  98 1/24/2009 DeKalb IL 1/27/2009  
Snow Bernice F. Jacobson 84 1/21/2009 DeKalb IL/ Sycamore IL 1/28/2009  
Soens Elaine L. Cluster 97 2/5/2009 Sycamore IL 2/7/2009  
Stott Jeffrey Paul "Uncle Jeff" 48 11/15/2008 Monroe Center IL 11/18/2008  
Strom Doryce  94 12/8/2008 Maple Park IL 12/11/2008  
Stromsvold Lucy Lawatsch 99 2/3/2009 Kingston IL 2/7/2009  
Tikoo Dulari 74 1/21/2009 Aurora IL/ DeKalb IL 1/23/2009  
Tischhauser Joyce Vanstone 75 12/15/2008 Virgil IL 12/17/2008  
Torman Janice M. Keenan 79 2/9/2009 Mendota IL/ Paw Paw IL 2/12/2009  
Truckenbrod Katherine M. Elsesser 90 12/30/2008 Compton IL 1/1/2009  
Underwood Miles B. 92 1/7/2009 Sycamore IL 1/8/2009  
Vatne A. Beatrice Sims 90 1/1/2009 Omaha NE 1/6/2009  
Vignocchi Domenic P. 91 11/23/2008 Shabbona IL/ N. Riverside 11/26/2008  
Wagner Doris J. Knaack 70 1/29/2009 Dundee FL/ Genoa IL 2/4/2009  
Wallace  Patricia Lynn Nitz 52 12/8/2008 DeKalb IL 12/10/2008  
Walter Louis W. 94 12/4/2008 DeKalb IL/ Mt Prospect 12/7/2008  
Walters Arline M. Krolikowski 89 1/27/2009 DeKalb IL/ Mt Prospect 1/28/2009  
Walz Robert "Bob" 77 1/7/2009 Aurora IL/ Elburn IL 1/9/2009  
Wantroba Allan G. 71 12/11/2008 Sycamore IL 12/14/2008  
Ward Arthur P. 84 12/28/2008 West Chicago IL 12/30/2008  
Weber Lawrence "Larry" Ray 65 11/14/2008 Kingston IL 11/18/2008  
Weber Joan "A.J" Russell 68 12/23/2008 Sycamore IL 12/27/2008  
Weiland Josephine E. 69 12/19/2008 Elburn IL 12/21/2008  
Weinhold Donald G. "Don" 81 1/14/2009 Joliet IL 1/17/2009  
Welter Bernard N. "Benny" 75 12/15/2008 Wilmington IL 12/16/2008  
Wesson Wilma J. Seitzinger 93 12/13/2008 Leland IL 12/16/2008  
Wirsing Ronald N. 76 12/1/2008 Rockford IL 12/3/2008  
Yentzer David C. 55 11/15/2008 Appleton WI 11/24/2008  
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ALSO 
All available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Some may also be purchased at : Sycamore Coin Gallery, 
320 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 
Boies History of DeKalb County SOLD OUT 25.00 
Capt. Benj. Page of American Revolution, Sycamore 15.00 
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel  15.00 
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  
      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 
Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 
Sycamore According to Luke (McLagan)  15.00 
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 
1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 
 
CORNSILK QUARTERLY 
Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 
Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  
 Circle those desired: 
 2009/vol. 28: Spring 
 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 
 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 
 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  
 2005/ vol 24: Spring; Summer; Fall; Winter 
 Others: ____________________________ 
 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling           ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk for postage/handling      ________ 

Grand Total Enclosed        $ ________ 
 
 
MAIL TO 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

 
CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 
Afton 7.00 
Cortland 8.00 
DeKalb (does not include Evergreen, Oakwood, Fairview, St. Mary) 7.00 
Franklin                      8.00 
Genoa     10.00 
Kingston  8.00 
Malta  8.00 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 
Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 
Paw Paw  8.00 
Pierce  8.00 
Pleasant Hill, Mayfield  8.00 
Sandwich  8.00 
Shabbona  8.00 
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2004 edition    20.00 
South Grove                                                            10.00 
Squaw Grove  9.00 
Sycamore Twp, 1980                                              10.00 
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 
Victor            7.00 
 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    
  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 
Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 
Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 
DeKalb 16.00       19.50             
 Ward 1 City                     10.00 
 Ward 2 City                   10.00 
 Ward 3 City                     10.00 
 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
Franklin   9.00 10.50 
Genoa   9.00 10.50 
Kingston   9.00 10.50 
Malta 10.00 10.50 
Mayfield   9.00   8.50 
Milan   8.00   9.50 
Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 
Pierce   9.00   8.50 
Shabbona 11.00 11.50 
Somonauk 24.00 27.00 
South Grove   8.00   7.50 
Squaw Grove   9.00 10.50 
Sycamore 22.00 32.00 
Victor   9.00   8.50 
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 



Cornsilk                  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                            spring 2009, vol. 28  no. 1 

20 

 

DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  
Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail to 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   
 
Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Household/Family Membership $15 ________ 

Contributing Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $40  ________ 

Organization/Group Membership  $15 ________ 

Lifetime Membership $200  ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



The Nostalgic Apron 
 
The principal use of Grandmaõs apron was to protect the dress underneath, 

but along with that, it served as a potholder for removing hot pans 

from the oven. 

It was wonderful for drying childrenõs tears, and on occasion was even used 

for cleaning out dirty ears. 

From the chicken coop, the apron was used for carrying eggs, fussy chicks, 

and sometimes half-hatched eggs to be finished in the warming oven. 

When company came, those aprons were ideal hiding places for shy kids. 

And when the weather was cold, Grandma wrapped it around her arms. 

Those big old aprons wiped many a perspiring brow, bent over the hot wood 

stove. 

Chips and kindling wood were brought into the kitchen in that apron. 

From the garden, it carried all sorts of vegetables. After the peas had been 

shelled, it carried out the hulls. 

In the fall, the apron was used to bring in apples that had fallen from the 

trees. 

When unexpected company drove up the road, it was surprising how much 

furniture that old apron could dust in a matter of seconds. 

When dinner was ready, Grandma walked out onto the porch, waved her 

apron, and the men knew it was time to come in from the fields to 

dinner. 

It will be a long time before someone invents something that will replace 

that old-time apron that served so many purposes. 

 
Written by Sandy Granholm and reprinted from the Elgin Genealogical Society 
Newsletter, September 2008. 
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