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The Interstate Air-
craft factory, now 
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where prototypes 
of today’s guided 
missiles were 
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WWII. To the right 
is DeKalb airport 
and in between, 
the  Milwaukee 
Railroad,  now 
Peace Road, 
c 1944.  
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  around the county . . . 
 
June 27-28 North Grove School. See back cover. 
now-July 11 Sycamore History Museum, Smithsonian 
 Exhibit “Journey Stories.” See page 12.  
July 11 DeK Co Assn of Hist Soc & Museums,  
 quarterly meeting, 9:30 am, Kishwaukee  
 Valley Heritage Museum, Genoa 
July 24-26  Somonauk Summer Fest. Celebration of  
 175th anniversary of Somonauk. Details at  
 www.somonauksummerfest.com 
Aug. 28 Kirkland Hist Soc Golf Outing at Oak Club of 
    Genoa, 1:00 pm; contact 847 683-0865. 
Sept 9 DCHGS Picnic, 6 pm. Russell Forest  
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Sept 13 Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum  
 Twin Grove Cemetery Walk, 1:30 p.m. 
Sept 16 Kirkland Hist Soc, 7 pm. “Kirkland’s Main  
 Street” by Connie Worden. Meet at Denny 
 Rehn’s Farm Museum, 3822 Stone Quarry  
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Oct 14 DCHGS, 7 pm. “DeKalb Fire Department  
 Archives” by Luke Howison. Meet at Fire  
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The Winnebago War 

 

In the summer of 1827 

two keel boats that 

were taking army sup-

plies up the northern  

Mississippi stopped at 

a Winnebago camp to 

trade. There was much whiskey passed, with 

everyone getting drunk; the day ended with 

some Winnebago wives being taken onto the 

boats “for corrupt and brutal purposes.” Then 

the boats, women and all, went on to Fort Snel-

ling. When they returned downstream, angry 

braves paddled out to meet them. After much 

bloodshed, the women were able to get ashore, 

but the insult and murder stayed fresh in all 

hearts.1  

 

The Winnebago were divided from the Pota-

watomi by the Rock River. Their two languages 

were different, but the tribes were neighborly. 

The Winnebago, seeking allies, sent wampum to 

Potawatomi bands inviting them to war. General 

Cass, the Indian Agent of the Northwest, em-

barked via canoe to visit Potawatomi leaders to 

try to control the situation. He talked with Shab-

bona at the mouth of Bureau Creek on Hickory 

Ridge. “Speeches were made, medals presented 

and the best of feeling prevailed.” Cass then pro-

ceeded to Ottawa, a settlement of three cabins, 

and on to Chicago. During this time Shabbona 

was riding to every Potawatomi village urging 

peace, his words carrying much weight.2  

 

The week before Cass arrived at Fort Dearborn, 

the yearly payment to Potawatomi took place 

there and was memorable, to say the least. Shab-

bona being absent, his good friend Billy Cald-

well drew his annuity for him. The evening’s 

feast and dance in the soldiers’ barracks was in-

terrupted by a violent storm. At about midnight 

lightning struck the building. The ensuing fire 

destroyed not only the barracks but the store-

house and part of the guard house. Trader Hub-

bard had been asleep at John Kinzie’s house 

across the Chicago River; when they saw the fire, 

he and Kinzie’s son ran for the canoe, but the 

rain and waves had sunk it. They swam across 

and joined the fight to put out the flames. Soon 

the rest of the Kinzie family, having righted the 

canoe, crossed the river and fell into line with 

the bucket brigade. Hubbard thought it strange 

that Big Foot and his Potawatomi band watched 

the frantic efforts but could not be prevailed up-

on to help.  

 

The answer was plain next day when Governor 

Cass’s canoe with its 13 paddlers arrived at Kin-

zie’s landing. Starting from Green Bay, he had 

traveled the Wisconsin and Mississippi Rivers to 

St. Louis, where he arranged for a steamer to 

take troops north. Then, he came up the Illinois, 

visited Shabbona, continued into the Des Plaines 

River, hence through Mud Lake to Chicago. 

Since they hurried, the trip was made in 13 days.  

 

By the time Cass arrived, Shabbona was at Chi-

cago and was staying with Caldwell. Hubbard 

suggested that these two go to Big Foot’s village 

to determine whether the Potawatomi there 

would join the Winnebagos in an attack. Off they 

went, but on nearing the village, they decided 

Caldwell would hide on the outskirts and Shab-

       Part 3 of 6/7 

     Chief Shabbona 
  by Marilyn Rasmusen 

Taken from Portrait and Bio-
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., 
1885 
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bona would risk a talk with Big Foot.  

 

As soon as Shabbona was seen, he was made 

prisoner and accused of spying for the Ameri-

cans. Shabbona pretended insult; he told them 

he had heard they wanted him and his men to 

join in war. He said that, in his opinion, the Win-

nebago were foolish to think of war, but that if 

his band wanted to fight, then he would consent. 

They talked for hours and finally agreed to re-

lease Shabbona so he could consult with his peo-

ple--on condition that one of them would go 

along. Shabbona agreed but was concerned that 

his guard would not see Caldwell, since Cald-

well was a known ally of those at the fort.  

 

Shabbona and Big Foot’s man started down the 

trail; Shabbona was hoping that Caldwell would 

not jump out from the bushes to meet them. As 

they went along, Shabbona complained loudly of 

his innocence and said, “We must have no one 

with us in going past the fort … Kinzie will feed 

us and then we can go on to my people.” Cald-

well heard and understood that he should stay 

concealed.  

 

Then, Shabbona’s concern was how to report, 

alone, about Big Foot’s belligerence. He men-

tioned to the guard that Kinzie might be angry 

that Big Foot’s band had not helped put out the 

fire; a little later, he said that the horses seemed 

tired and maybe they should camp outside the 

settlement. The man agreed, but since he was 

hungry, he told Shabbona to go alone for food 

and information while he waited in camp. This 

was a chance to warn the Americans, which 

Shabbona did before returning with some sup-

per. The next morning the two continued to 

Shabbona’s band where a council was called to 

discuss war. It was decided to remain at peace, 

and a message was sent advising Big Foot to do 

the same.  

 

But in Chicago the citizenry prepared for war; 

plans were made for defense, outlying settlers 

were brought to Fort Dearborn, and a messenger 

was dispatched to bring militia from Danville.3 

The Winnebago War dwindled away quickly, 

however, as the Winnebago found few allies and 

especially when they heard of federal troops 

coming from St. Louis. The Winnebago chief Red 

Bird and six warriors received death sentences 

for “the recent outrages” and were confined to 

prison for a year. The sentences were then com-

muted by President John Quincy Adams but too 

late for Red Bird who died in his cell.4  

 

Conflicts such as this “war” were occurring here 

and there all over the Northwest; the American 

government sought to quell the violence with 

treaties where land was traded for annuities and 

gifts. As Shabbona traveled to Prairie du Chien 

on the upper Mississippi in 1829, he must have 

ardently hoped for the prospective treaty to 

bring peace. Prairie du Chien, situated on the 

east bank, was a fairly old, well-settled town, 

fortified, with four lines of log barracks facing a 

square parade ground, well-chosen for a gather-

ing of hundreds of natives.5 Many tribes were 

represented from the Yankton who smoked their 

red stone pipes, to Dakotahs with buffalo-skin 

tents, to the Iowa braves who sported scalp locks 

tied with red-dyed horsehair. The Indian Com-

missioner Schoolcraft noted “their martial bear-

ing … was impressive and demonstrated to 

what a high pitch of physical and moral courage, 

bravery and success in war may lead a savage 

people.” After much consultation, offers, counter

-offers and dickering, treaties were worked out 

amongst the competing interests.  

 

Various reservations were allotted. Shabbona 

received two sections of land. This was in appre-

ciation of his aid to settlers and especially for 

pacifying the Potawatomi. He may have re-

(Continued on page 14) 
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W e never got to see them produced or fly 

out of the DeKalb airfield—we were in 

the South Pacific fighting the Japanese. But we 

did get to see what they could do when they 

joined us in the war. 

 

The object we are discussing was a prototype to 

today’s guided missiles, airplanes loaded with 

explosives guided by a primitive TV camera and 

controlled by a mother plane with a primitive 

TV receiver. And they were built in DeKalb in 

the present General Electric factory and the for-

mer Wurlitzer plant. Their production also 

brought DeKalb its airport.  

 

About 1938 several financial developers, one 

who owned large lumberyards in Chicago, de-

cided to construct a large furniture factory in 

DeKalb. The lumberyard owner insisted the fac-

tory use his wood and as a result, the factory be-

came the largest wooden roofed factory in the 

world. This is the present General Electric plant, 

and G.E. regretted that wooden roof when a 

heavy snowfall in the 1970s caused a partial col-

lapse. 

 

The furniture company, known as Arlington 

Furniture, moved from that town into the DeK-

alb plant and installed two of the world’s longest 

conveyers, 1960 feet, running the length of the 

plant. One produced davenports, the other over-

stuffed chairs. The railroad ran a spur alongside 

the building. 

 

Carl Wallin, presently residing on Coltonville 

Road, started work in this plant shortly after 

graduating from DeKalb High School in 1940. 

Wages were 35 cents per hour. 

 

Pearl Harbor struck, followed by a succession of 

U.S. defeats. The Defense Department was 

scrambling for some new strategy to change the 

tide of losses. Their research brought up a study 

conducted in February 1940, before the war, by 

the Bureau of Aeronautics. In this experiment 

early model television cameras, transmitters and 

receivers were developed for airborne mounting. 

The theory being that rather than have a bomb-

laden Kamikaze pilot suicide plunge on an ene-

my target, use a pilotless bomb-laden craft, con-

trolled by radio and television cameras from a 

mother ship at a safe distance, for the suicide 

plunge. 

 

In the desperate months of 1942, this dusted-off 

research was hauled out and the search started 

for a manufacturing site for these life-size radio-

controlled planes. The planned aircraft was to be 

a twin engine, pressed wood type, with tricycle 

fixed landing gear. Obviously, the immediate 

problem was to find a company in the United 

States that had the capabilities to mold and press 

wood and manufacture the jigs to do this. 

 

A “Restricted Report” issued to the Bureau of 

Aeronautics, U.S. Navy Dept., Washington, D.C. 

read 

The Rudolph Wurlitzer Co., DeKalb Divi-

sion, DeKalb, Illinois, is a 3 story plant, mod-

ern in all respects, with a total floor space 

area of 230,000 square feet. All buildings are 

of standard brick mill construction, unusual-

ly well maintained. Transportation facilities 

are excellent. The Chicago, Milwaukee, St. 

Paul and Pacific Railroad has a direct siding 

into the Wurlitzer Plant. Wurlitzer is also 

served by two other main trunk lines, the 

Chicago and North Western Railroad and the 

Chicago and Great Western Railroad. In ad-

dition trucking facilities are good. The Cory 

DeKalb Pioneered the Guided Missile 
by Ivan E. Prall 
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and Evans Trucking Co. of DeKalb serves as 

a connecting link with all the major truck 

lines operating out of Chicago. Wurlitzer’s 

own truck fleet includes equipment for both 

short and long hauls. 

 

The peacetime employment of the Wurlitzer 

DeKalb Division was approximately 1,000 

employees. There is currently a sizeable re-

serve of workers available in this area. An-

other benefit to Wurlitzer is the quality of the 

labor market in DeKalb and vicinity. The lit-

eracy in this section is unusually high. 

Northern Europeans—Swedes, Norwegians, 

and Finns—predominate in this locality, and 

they are by nature and instinct above aver-

age mechanics, tool makers, and designers. 

 

The peacetime products of the Rudolph 

Wurlitzer Co., DeKalb Division, were pianos 

and accordions. This plant was one of the 

largest producers of these musical instru-

ments when musical instrument manufactur-

ing was ordered ceased in the spring of 1942 

by the War Production Board. 

 

This analysis is followed by eight pages detailing 

Wurlitzer’s facilities, such as tool room, ma-

chines, etc. Following this glowing report, it is 

no surprise to read in the September 26 Chronicle 

a headline story announcing that the U.S. Navy 

has decided to produce war planes. It reveals 

that the Defense Plant Corporation has pur-

chased the Arlington Furniture factory; that ne-

gotiations are underway to purchase land east of 

the building; and an airfield and hanger will be 

constructed there. 

 

Despite the terrific buildup for Wurlitzer, it is 

now revealed the project is to be headed up by 

the Interstate Aircraft and Engineering Corp. of 

El Segundo, California. This organization de-

signed and developed the plane to be built in 

DeKalb. Plans called for the assembly of the 

planes to follow the furniture procedure. Start-

ing with the conveyors at the north end of the 

plant, assembly will continue until the finished 

plane leaves the conveyor at the south end 

where it will be rolled to the new field construct-

ed to the east, and flown to a military field. 

 

Wurlitzer will supply most of the parts for as-

sembly. Motors and other vital parts will be 

shipped in. The Chronicle article concluded with 

the information that 50 percent of the labor force 

would be female. 

 

Barbara Groves Wallin, wife of Carl Wallin, 

mentioned earlier, worked in the office of the 

Interstate war plant. No doubt many other local 

residents also spent days in the Interstate and 

Wurlitzer buildings turning out parts or con-

structing these guided missile planes. 

 
Production started. As each plane came off the 
assembly line, a pilot took it for a test flight and 
it then was flown to the Naval Air Station at 
Clinton, Oklahoma. This plant was given the 
official title of Interstate TDR-1. The total of 
planes delivered to the navy was 189. Also the 
army air force obtained some and gave them the 
model number XBQ-4. The plane bore some re-
semblance to the German Stuka Dive Bomber, 

Potential guided missiles sit on the DeKalb air field 
after being produced at the Interstate plant next 
door. Soon they will be on their way to the Pacific.  
Courtesy Joiner History Room 
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and its test flights would occasionally bring 
phone calls that a German bomber had been 
sighted. 
 
In 1943 a navy squadron was organized at the 
naval air station, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. The 
nucleus of this group was transferred to the 
Clinton, Oklahoma, air station. This special 
squadron trained intensively on television trans-
mitting and receiving equipment, remote drone 
control, and radar equipment. It is necessary to 
recognize these were new developments, never 
tried before. The DeKalb planes were capable of 
pilot flight, but were designed for cheap con-
struction to be loaded with explosives, piloted to 
a target by electronic controls from a mother 
plane. As the experimentation continued, the 
squadron was moved to Traverse City, Michi-

gan, Naval Air Station and the Monterey, Cali-
fornia, Naval Air Station. 
 
In early 1944 the squadron was considered ready 
for combat and the planes were loaded on the 
aircraft carrier US Marcus Island. The planes and 
their squadrons landed at Banika Island where 
Seabees had constructed an airfield. From here 
the squadron operated the explosive-laden 
drones from Gruman TBFs and TBMs, which 
flew at a safe 6-7 miles behind. 
 
The more advanced islands of Stirling and the 
Green Islands were used to strike targets at the 
large Japanese bases in Rabaul and Bougainville. 
A total of 46 of the planes built in DeKalb were 
blown up in these strikes. 
 
Unfortunately these planes did not have a deci-
sive effect in this war. The number one reason 
was a design flaw that gave them an inadequate 
speed to protect them from Japanese anti-aircraft 
fire. The second reason was their arrival so late 
in the Pacific war, which was moving north with 
increasing distances too great for their limited 
range. However, the outgrowth of this early re-
search allowed our nation to produce the cruise 
missiles now being used in present-day warfare. 
 
Following the war some of the planes were sold 
as surplus, but so far as is known, the only com-
plete plane still in existence is in the U.S. Navy 
museum at Pensacola, Florida. ♦ 

Three of the guided missile planes appear in the sky over the Interstate complex where they were produced. 
These planes are on their way to the training station previous to shipping overseas. Courtesy Joiner History Room 

Training flights were made on a beached Japanese 
freighter on a Guadalcanal beach. The author, in the 
locale at the time, captured this photo. 
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by Don Rie-

mensnider 

 

W ho is it ... What is it ... Where is it at ... 

Some of you know, but most of you 

probably do not. Well, it is right here in down-

town Somonauk at the corner of Depot Street 

and Market. It is the L.B. Olmstead Museum. If 

you look to the top of this historic building, you 

will see a flag pole and just below a stone marker 

that says “Union Hall 1875.” But, who built this 

big two-story building back in 1875? What was 

the purpose at that time? How was it financed? 

What are the names of the people and families 

involved in this project? Was it an insurance 

company, a farm organization, a labor organiza-

tion, or a veterans group (the Civil War had just 

ended in 1865)? Could it have been a fraternal 

organization like Masons Lodge #646 built here 

in Somonauk in 1870? I do not know, nor have I 

been able to find the answers. 

 

And now for the rest of the story of Union Hall 

1875. According to the Beelman book, G.M.D. 

Wright purchased the first floor and stocked it 

with fine hardware, stoves, kettles, copper and 

tin ware, carpenter tools, etc. In 1878 it was parti-

tioned off for Wright’s private bank. It was in 

1907 when they received a state charter for the 

Somonauk State Bank with Mr. Olmstead as its 

president until he died in 1951, when the bank 

was liquidated. 

 

Union Hall in Somonauk was the only hall with 

a stage and large seating capacity. It was always 

a place for special events, graduations, entertain-

ment, educational and political events, concerts, 

and Chautauqua’s. In 1876 a Grand Billiard 

Tournament was held. In 1883 a graduation cere-

mony was held for the first class that was offered 

four years of high school education. (Before that, 

Somonauk only offered a two-year high school.) 

In 1890 a hypnotist presented a show. The So-

monauk students also used the hall for their 

plays, speech classes, debates, and they even 

played basketball there. Theater groups pre-

formed there, and Mrs. Alice Beveridge played 

the piano for the silent movies. 

 

Across the street was the Woodman Hall where 

many a dance was held to the music of Ed Peck-

man’s fiddle and Nina Carr at the piano. And 

the list goes on and on. 

 

In the 1930s, when the Feehan Hall and the old 

Somonauk gym were built, many of these activi-

ties moved on. In the 1940s America went to 

war; WW II ended in 1946 and our boys came 

home, although many did not. 

 

In the late 1940s Mr. Olmstead bought the sec-

ond story of the Somonauk Bank building 

(Union Hall). This was next door to his own 

office where he practiced law for 55 years. Mr. 

Olmstead moved the museum from his home to 

this location. Mr. Olmstead dedicated this muse-

um in memory of his beloved wife, Marie Louise 

Olmstead. Mr. Olmstead passed away in 1951 at 

the age of 94 years 

 

This is my story of the Union Hall 1875, but it is 

not complete. I have, in my many years, become 

interested in Somonauk—the history of So-

monauk, the people of Somonauk, the welfare of 

Somonauk. Somonauk is my home. I have asked 

many people and done as much research as I can 

for the answers. If anyone reading this story has 

information on the Union Hall 1875, I would ap-

preciate if you would pass it on to me so I can 

finish the story. [Mail information to Don Rie-

mensnider, 515 E. DeKalb St., Somonauk, IL 

60552.]  ♦ 
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Ross Grove, Illinois 
By Marcia Wilson 

with contributions from A.A. Bud Burgin 
 

“He came to Paw Paw Township, DeKalb Coun-

ty, Illinois, on foot from Chicago, searching for a 

site for a home.  In passing through this town-

ship he was delighted by the beautiful appear-

ance of the country about Ross Grove, but he 

continued on farther west, crossed the Mississip-

pi into Iowa, and traveled several weeks.  Not 

finding anything to suit him better, he returned 

to Ross Grove ...”(1) 

 

The beauty Mathew Nisbet found on his trek 

through Paw Paw Township in 1841 included 

acres of woods east of Big Indian Creek that cov-

ered most of Section 15 and continued into por-

tions of Sections 10, 11, 14, and 23. Upon Nisbet’s 

return in 1841, he settled at the south end of the 

grove on 160 acres in Section 22.  

 

Boies’s 1868 History of DeKalb County documents 

the first settlers arriving in the township in 1834. 

The following year, several other families ar-

rived, including Joseph Ross, who settled in the 

northeast corner of the “town,” as townships 

were referred to in the nineteenth century.  The 

community that formed in the northeast quarter 

of Paw Paw Township, with its hub at Chicago 

and Sleepy Hollow roads in Section 11 became 

known as Ross Grove.(2) 

 

Families purchasing land before 1850 include 

Charles T. Ross, James Adsit, George D. 

Moulton, Bryant C. Abbot, David D. Quint and 

Thomas Corydon. Other early settlers were the 

families of Jonathan Cory, Thomas Harper, Wil-

liam Harper, William Ross and Harrison Spears.

(3) Early settlers migrated from the northeastern 

United States, many coming originally from 

Norway, Ireland, Scotland, England, and Cana-

da, according to the 1860 census. Ross Grove, 

Coon Grove and Paw Paw Grove satisfied the 

timber needs for fencing and fuel for settlers.(4)  

 

A post office was established at Ross Grove on 

April 22, 1843. Wheeler Hedges was found serv-

ing as postmaster in 1848 and Charles Davis, 

merchant and farmer, was serving as postmaster 

in 1854.(5)  On November 7, 1883, the Sycamore 

 

Lost Communities of DeKalb County 
 

This series will highlight some of the “corners,” “groves,” and “postal stops” 

that once existed. Towns still in existence will not be highlighted, except possi-

bly those who remain as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society 

are invited to research one of the lost communities and submit an article.  

1871 
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True Republican announced that mail for Ross 

Grove would now be delivered via the C & I 

Railroad to Shabbona, which would serve as a 

distribution office. On and off, Ross Grove pro-

vided postal service to area residents until April 

30, 1894, when the post office was permanently 

discontinued.(6) 

 

The first schoolhouse in the township was erect-

ed in 1846 on Sleepy Hollow Road on the north 

side of Ross Grove. The school building was 

made of logs, split, set on end, and chinked and 

plastered with mud. In December 1846 the build-

ing was ready for the first term to begin. Stu-

dents came from miles around to meet Mr. 

Thomas Burns, the first teacher.(7)  

 

The community eventually built a clapboard 

schoolhouse on the northwest corner of Chicago 

and Sleepy Hollow roads on land owned by Jo-

seph Ross. District #3, known as Ross Grove 

School and later as District #131, was eventually 

flanked by District #10, Kellogg School, on the 

southwest side of the grove and District #8, Joe 

Lyons School, on the southeast side.(8)  When 

William Wheeler finished teaching his term in 

District 3 in 1879, he “went west,” to work for 

the Harvester company.(9)  In 1912 Ross Grove 

School and six other country schools joined to 

form the new Rollo Consolidated School District, 

which became only the second consolidated dis-

trict in the state.(10)  

 

In search of Ross Grove Cemetery shown on the 

1871 plat map, I traveled up and down East 

Sleepy Hollow Road, seeing no sign of a ceme-

tery but observing a couple of likely wooded ar-

eas. I stopped at a large new home in the vicini-

ty. Tim Schilling, the home owner, and his fami-

ly had moved from the city about five years ago. 

They were unpleasantly surprised to learn they 

had purchased land bounded by a cemetery to 

the south—Ross Grove Cemetery. Tim, however, 

offered to take me into the wooded grounds and 

point out the few remaining broken and partially 

embedded stones among the brambles and un-

dergrowth.  

Mr. Raymond McInerney, Paw Paw Township 

road commissioner, started to clean up the ceme-

tery around 2000 with the goal of restoring it. 

However, he found it too big a job for one elder-

ly gentleman and abandoned the idea. 

 

Land for this cemetery, one-half mile north of 

Chicago Road, was deeded in June 1845.(11) The 

once lovely wooded area on the west side of the 

road south of the Big Indian Creek serves as a 

final resting place for an unknown number of 

residents. A complete list of burials no longer 

exists, if it ever did. The earliest burial record 

found was for Janett McFarland who died June 

24, 1848.(12) Family records show that George 

Foiles was buried in 1850.(13) Of the few remain-

ing headstones in the bramble covered woods 

are members of the Brown, Harper and Marshall 

families, all buried prior to 1893. 

 
A log church once existed west of the cemetery, 
serviced by a circuit rider who would come to 
preach on occasion. After 1849 this early church 
was also served by the Reverend French, minis-
ter at Somonauk United Presbyterian Church, 
ten miles to the east.(14) 

 

8 
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In 1854 the Ross Grove United Presbyterians 

were organized by the Reverend Freetly, and the 

Ross Grove Presbyterian Church was erected 

one-half mile south at Chicago and Sleepy Hol-

low Roads in 1861.(15)  Ruling elders included 

farmer Robert Harper, Samuel Kinslow, William 

Irwin, Moses Bartlett, and farmer William Wat-

son. Although not a member of any church, 

Mathew Nisbet was a liberal contributor toward 

the building of the church, a generous supporter, 

and a frequent attendant.(16) Reverend Samuel 

Thompson, originally from Ohio, was the minis-

ter there for many years.(17) His young family 

included his Irish wife, Ellen, and two sons, Ed-

ward and Joseph, according to the 1860 census. 

The congregation was dissolved about 1885. The 

abandoned church building was moved to the 

Shepardson farm across the road in the early 

1900s. It was used as a barn until the 1960s, 

when it was torn down.(18)  

 

Living in the Ross Grove postal district in 1860 

were 43 farmers; one merchant, John Fridley 

with his wife, Mary, and five children; one black-

smith, A.J. Belden with his wife, Elisabeth, and 

eight children; the preacher Samuel Thompson; 

and a shoemaker, Watson Gordon with his wife, 

Fanny, bringing the population of the Ross 

Grove area to 321. 

 

Adding to the bustle at the Chicago and Sleepy 

Hollow crossroads hamlet was a hotel, used as a 

stagecoach stop, on the southwest corner. The 

blacksmith shop was conveniently located west 

of the hotel. The large Belden family probably 

did not inhabit one of the six small rental houses 

on the southeast corner. However, they may well 

have picnicked in a popular picnic area on the 

east side of the creek.(19)  Games of horseshoes 

and baseball, swinging on the swings, wading in 

the creek, and eating fried chicken were enjoya-

ble pastimes for the “old settlers” gatherings pri-

or to 1877, Waterman pupils on their annual pic-

nic as late as 1917, and Clinton Threshing Com-

pany employees in 1926.(20)  

 

Today, this farming community still contains 

rich Illinois farmland. However, the large stands 

of trees are gone, as are all the public buildings 

that once served area residents. The only re-

mains of Ross Grove are a few broken head-

stones hidden in a small woods and various 

written documents, like the obituary of Carrie 

Talbot Wiltsie, stating, the “deceased was born 

in Ross Grove, DeKalb County, on July 28, 

1857.” She was my great grandmother. 

________________ 
 

  1. Biography of Mathew Nisbet, Portrait and Biographical Album of  
      DeKalb County Illinois, 1885. 
  2. dekalb.ilgenweb.net. 
  3. dekalb.ilgenweb.net/Cemeteries/RossGrove. 
  4. Henry L. Boies History of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1868. 
  5. Bud Burgin research. 
  6. Illinois Place Names, published by Illinois Libraries, June 1968. 
  7. Lewis M. Gross, Past and Present of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1907,   
      p117.  
  8. Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning, 2006, p130. 
  9. George Greeley scrapbook, Clinton Twp. Library, Waterman, IL 
10. Rural School Journeys, pp135-36. 
11. Bud Burgin research. 
12. Paw Paw Township Cemetery book 
13. Bud Burgin research. 
14. Ibid. 
15. Boies history. 
16. Biography of Mathew Nisbet, Portrait and Biographical Album of  
      DeKalb County Illinois, 1885. 
17. Bud Burgin research. 
18. Ibid. 
19. Ibid. 
20. Congdon scrapbook and Greeley scrapbook, Clinton Township 
Library. 

A Ross Grove School picnic, c 1890. From Rural School Jour-
neys: A Legacy of Learning, courtesy of Vince Cox   
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Undated 

Dear Friend, 

 

 Got your letter March 29. Wish you would have come right away, but it’s OK in July. 

But the land, which sold two months ago for $4, was sold one month ago for $6; 12 days ago for 

$7.50 and now $8 per acre. 

 One man has about 20,000 acres, he would sell about 8,000 acres for the above price. I 

was there this morning, it’s about 5 miles from here and 2 miles up the railroad. It is good prairie 

land. If he is not raising the price, I think, this will be the place where we will build a home. But 

before you are here I would not buy anything. You can tell your boss they are paying 10% here, 

wheat cost $1.65, corn 70-75 cents. Everything can be sold by the farmer, not as high as in the 

East, but it grows more. Most land is prairie, it can be planted when the time for seeding comes. 

Four horses pull a plow, which is 20-22 inches wide and work 2-3 acres a day. If you would be 

here or till first of July, we could sell grain by next year. By middle of July we can’t plow any-

more because the grass is too high. 

 I know Mr. Ditweiler has good land, and if one of his sons would be here, he would not 

want to go back home anymore. 

 In the summer here the grass is not cut because the cattle are kept on the land, no barns. 

They are not as good farmers as in Chester Co. I know some from New England and Scotland, 

they didn’t farm before. When you come, take the Emigration train til Chicago over Mansfield 

and Toledo. You don’t have to buy anything. When you get to Pittsburgh, somebody will take 

your suitcase to the other trainstation, they are asking a shilling. Tell them you want to stay for a 

day. 

 Dear Friend, now you know a little bit about here. The sooner you will be here, the better. 

Write to me when you will be here. If you are here by the 12th or 15th of July, I am coming to  

Chicago, write me the exact day. Go and stay in the Guesthouse that I told you. If they are filled 

up, go to a place close by and leave a note at the other place. If I could not make it, I would send a 

letter to Chicago. If you can’t write to me anymore because the mail is so slow, let your suitcase 

be transported to the Galena Depot and go til the DeKalb station, it will cost $1.75. From there 

you will see a small forest, after that prairie. Keep your suitcase at the station and tell them where 

you are going. 

Jakob Willrett 

(Continued on page 11) 

Jacob Gotleib Willrett is the great grandfather of 

Jim Willrett of Malta. He came to this country 

from Germany in 1854, worked in Pennsylvania 

for a year, then came to Illinois. Here he worked 

for Henry Safford in South Grove Township. He 

wrote the attached letters to Gotleib Hueber, a 

friend who came from Germany and was living 

in Chester County, Pennsylvania, at the time. 

Gotleib Hueber is the great grandfather of Roger 

Hueber of Malta and Wendell Hueber of Syca-

more. These letters give insight into the lives of 

immigrants in the mid-nineteenth century. 

Letters from an Immigrant 
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Family History Library Update 
 

I am with FamilySearch, formerly known as Ge-

nealogical Society of Utah. We handle the acqui-

sitions of materials and serials for the Family 

History Library (located at 35 No. West Temple 

St., Salt Lake City, Utah). We have had some 

changes in the way our mail is routed. Using one 

of the earlier versions of our address results in 

delays as it gets routed around to the right place. 

Please update any of our older addresses to the 

following: 

FamilySearch—Library Rights 

50 E. North Temple St., Room 545 

Salt Lake City, UH 84150-0005 

Toll free: 800-453-3860 x 24403 

E-mail: LibraryRights@familysearch.org 

 

Karen D. Garrett 

garrettkd@familysearch.org 

South Grove, Ill. 

April 15, 1855 

Dear Friend, 

 

 The letter you send me from March 18 I was very happy to get on March 30. I was very 

worried that you would not receive it and would come to Chicago. I am happy you got a letter from 

my brother and they are still the same.  

 Dear Friend, I can thank God that I have good news for you and I wish, as soon as possi-

ble, for you to come here, at the latest in July, because harvest is here in August. I know they don’t 

like it when you leave there, but why did we come to America? I write to you what to do on your 

trip. If you can get a ticket for $9.50 in Philadelphia to Chicago, take it. My ticket was $14.50. If 

you have to pay more, take one to Pittsburgh and from there to Chicago, which is $8. From Pitts-

burgh to Chicago it takes about 24 hours through Mansfield, but from Philadelphia over Cleveland 

you have to take the emigration train, which are the back wagons of a freight train and it might 

take you 3-4 days. In Pittsburgh they transport your suitcase for one mile—12.5 cents. If you 

want to spend a day keep your suitcase. There is alot to see in Pittsburgh. You can buy a ticket 

easy in Pittsburgh but leave there in the morning, not at night. You have to watch out for your 

suitcase. In Chicago go to the Bavarian Hof (Guesthouse) on the corner of Wells and Van Buren 

streets, he is a very good host. Then you can come to me, get out at the DeKalb Station and go to 

South Grove. Safford and Currier, South Grove, DeKalb County, Illinois. 

 I did not get your first letter. About Rieger, I don’t know anything. I have a very good 

place here $15 for the summer and the food is good, just like yours. My shirts get washed like in 

Germany, clean! 

 On April 6 I wrote to Germany to my brothers to come over here. The west is building up 

fast. I think, if somebody wants to build a home, to do it fast. There is good land available for cash, 

1,000-3,000 acres. 

 They want me to stay here and work all the year for $160. But if you want to come here, 

we can look for a place together. By that time I should know if my brothers want to come over too. I 

think it’s best if you write your father to send you some money. I don’t want to go back to Germa-

ny. 

 Greetings to your whole house and hope to see you soon. 

Jakob Willrett 
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50% Off Coupon 
 

Genealogists shouldn’t be without  
 

Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of 
Farmers and Breeders, DeKalb Coun-

ty, Illinois, 1917   
(reprint, hard cover, 180 pgs.) 

Reg. $30 / Sale $15 
 

1860 Census DeKalb County Illinois 
(bound, soft cover, indexed, 269 pgs.) 

Reg. $5 / Sale $2.50 
 

Send coupon with order form on  
page  19 

 
 

Expires 10/1/09   

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 
 

The Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Historical Museum has se-

cured a long-term lease with the village of Shabbona for 

the building in which they are located. They now will 

move forward with much needed repairs and begin 

planning for capital projects, including making the 

building more handicapped friendly with a bathroom 

downstairs and adding a lower-floor workroom for the 

volunteers.  

 

If you are interested in donating time or funds, please 

call the museum at 815-824-2597 for details. 

 

We would like to thank all who continue to remember 

the importance of preserving the past. Remember that 

because the museum is a 501( c ) organization your gifts 

and membership dues are tax deductible. ♦ 

News from the Museum Community 

Sycamore History Museum 
 

Sycamore History Museum is proud to be the 

first of six locations in Illinois to show “Journey 

Stories,” a traveling exhibit from the Smithsonian 

Institution. Tales of how we and our ancestors 

came to America are a central element, using en-

gaging images with audio and artifacts to tell in-

dividual stories that illustrate the critical roles 

travel and movement have played in building 

our diverse American society. Local stories from 

area residents are incorporated into the exhibit. 

After the national exhibit has traveled on, those 

stories and artifacts will remain on display 

through mid-August. 

 
Through July 11, 2009 

Sycamore History Museum 

1730 N. Main Street, Sycamore 

Tues.-Sat. 10:00-4:00 

Sun. 1:00-4:00 

  Admission $5.00 

Summer Calendar  
All programs at 1730 N. Main, unless noted 

 

July 2, 12:00 p.m. Brown Bag Lunch, Free 

 The Story behind Rural School Journeys  

 by Marcia Wilson  

July 5, 3:00 p.m., Sycamore 101, $5 

 Sycamore’s 105th Regiment  

 by Tom Oestreicher  

July 9, 7:00 p.m., Free 

 Print Journeys 

 Featuring local prominent authors  

 G.K. Wuroi, Dirk Johnson, Mark Vancel 

August 2, 1:00 p.m., $5 

 Sycamore Historic District Guided Tour 

 by Stephen Bigolin; meet at Somonauk & Elm 

August 15: Grand opening of new exhibit 

 “Memories from the Farm” 

September 6, 1:00 p.m., $5 

 Sycamore Historic District Guided Tour 

 by Stephen Bigolin; meet at Somonauk & Elm 

September 11-12: Civil War Encampment 
 

For details visit www.sycamorehistory.org 
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Turning window shades: When window shades 

become soiled or faded at the lower end, it is by 

no means the end of their existence. Remove 

them from the rollers, make a hem in the good 

part of the shade and tack the shabby end to the 

roll. They will look like new as the shabby part 

will only show when the shade is pulled all the 

way down. 

Brightening silk hose: A tablespoon of vinegar 

to the rinse water will bring out the luster in silk 

stockings. 

Mice avoid camphor: Pieces of gum camphor 

placed near books on the shelves will protect 

them from mice. 

Sparkle on glass: To make cut glass sparkle, dip 

a small brush in lemon juice and scrub the glass 

with it. 

Killing earth worms: To exterminate earth 

worms from potted plants, thrust unburnt sul-

phur match heads, heads down, into the earth 

around the plants. Use from two to six matches, 

according to the size of the plant. 

Fudge ice cubes: An electric refrigerator can be 

used in making candy. Butter the tins used for 

ice cubes and pour your fudge into them. The 

candy will harden almost immediately and there 

will be no cutting to do. 

Furniture white spots: To remove white spots 

on furniture made by hot dishes, use powdered 

pumice and linseed oil, apply with a soft cloth, 

rub dry and polish with the grain. 

Paint odor: A pail of water in a freshly 

painted room will help remove the 

odor. 

Refrigerator deodorant: Put a piece of 

charcoal on one of the shelves of the refrigerator. 

It acts as an absorbent for all odors and purifies 

the air. 

Care of chinaware: Fine china 

needs special care. As it nicks par-

ticularly easy when warm, it is 

well to have a folded towel in the 

bottom of the dish pan when 

washing it. For painted or gilt edge china use a 

mild soap, washing one piece at a time. Much 

fine china is rough on the bottom. Soft paper 

should be kept between dishes with rough backs 

to keep the decoration on the front from being 

scratched, worn or chipped. 

Lacquer brass fixtures: If brass ornaments are 

coated with a clear lacquer directly after clean-

ing, they will return their good looks and save 

much repeated rubbing. 

Keeping yolks fresh: To keep the yolks of raw 

eggs fresh for several days, drop unbroken into a 

bowl of cold water. 

When frying eggs: Sprinkle a little flour into the 

grease when frying eggs. It will prevent the eggs 

from spattering over the stove and you. 

Salt with eggs: If while boiling eggs they be-

come cracked, add a teaspoon of salt to the wa-

ter. The salt will close the cracks in the eggshells. 

Dog care: If you keep a nickel’s worth of sulphur 

in the dog’s drinking water and leave it there, it 

helps keep the dog healthy and is 

especially good for a dog subject 

to worms. 

How to take unpleasant tasting 

medicine: When the medicine is 

particularly unpleasant to take, 

hold a piece of ice in the mouth 

for two minutes before taking. It will not taste 

nearly so bad. 

Pickle syrup for mince pies: Save the syrup 

from sweet pickles and use it instead of cider 

when making mince pies. 

Tried and True Household Hints 
 

Excerpted from Sharing Our Best Recipes for 125 Years, Sycamore, IL 1858-1983, originally taken from A 

Modern Kitchen Guide of Household Hints, 1924. 

13 



Cornsilk                  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                           summer 2009 vol. 28 no. 2 

ceived many gifts besides. There is a gun in the 

Olmstead Museum at Somonauk, Illinois, that is 

labeled as having been received by Shabbona in 

1829.  

 

Bits of the treaty read as follows:  

“Reserved: For Waw-pon-eh-see, 5 sections at 

the Grand Bois on Fox River. For Shab-eh-nay, 2 

sections at his village near the paw paw grove. 

For Awn-kote, 4 sections at the village of Saw-

meh-naug on the Fox River of the Illinois.”6  

 

It is thought the first item refers to Wabansi’s 

village in the Oswego-Aurora area, the second to  

 

the village Shabbona’s band called Assimenek 

south of Shabbona, Illinois, and the third to a 

village near Sheridan, Illinois, at the mouth of 

Somonauk Creek.  

 
1. Kerns, Eliza, Stories of Pioneer Days, compiled by 

School Supt. W. R. Foster. 

2. Matson, N., Memories of Shaubena.  

3. Hubbard, G., The Autobiography of Gurdon Saltonstall 

Hubbard. 

4. Dowd, James, Built Like A Bear.  

5. Schoolcraft, H. R., Narrative Journal of Travels.  

6. Hodge, F. W., Handbook of American Indians.  

(Shabbona continued from page 2) 

To remove tar stains: Soak the stain with pure 

lard, then remove with turpentine. Do not use 

soap as it sets the tar stain. 

Test cakes with toothpicks: Use wooden tooth-

picks for testing the cake in the oven. This is a 

much more sanitary way than using a broom-

straw. 

Rice makes good paste: The Japanese make a 

fine clear paste by simply boiling rice in water 

until it is reduced to a fine thick paste. 

Prevent rust on garden tools: Keep a thick rag 

soaked in coal oil handy for wiping off garden 

tools when you come from the garden. This pre-

vents rusting. 

How to toughen glassware: Place the glassware 

or china, when new, in cold water, bring it grad-

ually to a boil, boil it four hours and allow it to 

cool slowly with the water. Hot water will never 

subsequently crack it. 

Scratches on furniture: Scratches on dark oak, 

walnut or mahogany furniture can be made to 

disappear very simply by brushing the scratch 

with iodine. 

 

 

Stains on white goods: Lemon juice, salt and 

strong sunlight are cures for stains on white ma-

terials. 

Egg stains: Egg stains on table linen should be 

soaked with cold water, as warm water sets 

them. 

Fruit stains: Rub powdered borax on fruit stains; 

then pour boiling water through the fabric be-

fore washing and boiling it. 

Spots on wallpaper: A paste of cornstarch and 

water will remove a grease spot from wallpaper. 

Let it remain on the spot until dry 

and then brush off. 

Washing windows: Do not wash 

windows when the sun is shining di-

rectly on them. Streaks result from 

uneven evaporation. 

Keeping cake fresh: To keep a loaf or layer cake 

fresh after it has been cut, wrap a large slice of 

fresh bread in with it before putting away. The 

bread will dry, but the cake will remain moist 

and tasty. 

Brightening chinaware: Discolored china or any 

other crockery ware can be freed of discoloration 

marks by applying a solution of salt and vinegar. 

14 
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Minutes of the Meeting, April 4, 2009 
by Joan Hardekopf 

 
DeKalb County Ass'n. of Historical Societies and Muse-
ums met on April 4, 2009 at 9:30 am at the Waterman 
Community Building with Marcia Wilson presid-
ing.  Introductions of each one present were made.  The 
networking list was circulated for changes. 
  
Old business: Countywide website - a review of com-
ments was made concerning the website.  A summer 
intern will be looking at the Genweb site through the 
Sue Breese project and its sponsor.  A committee was 
named to explore a website - Sue Breese, Sandy Lyon, 
and Sherrie Martin.  / Protected cemeteries - Marcia 
found the Ross Grove Cemetery on Sleepy Hollow 
Road.  Is it protected?  It is not real easy to find and get 
to.  / A speaker's bureau was discussed - there could be a 
listing in the Cornsilk of programs of the Historical So-
cieties in the county available for other groups.   
  
New business: Joan Hardekopf encouraged those pre-
sent to think about doing an Images of America commu-
nity book such as Sycamore and Sandwich have 
done.  Joan and Sue Breese would help to get the pro-
jects going. 
 
Sandy Lyon has agreed to be Chair of this group for 
2009-2010 and Marilyn Rasmusen has agreed to be Sec-
retary for the same time. 
  
Reports - Waterman will participate in the July Lions 
tractor show by selling school trophies and used sports 
gear./ Shabbona - Is having a pancake supper this 
week.  They also sell year books and other school 
items.  They now have a long term lease for their site. 
Genoa - Women's History month is completed.  Their 
annual yard sale is April 17 & 18. June is alumni month. 
July will feature a farming during the depression pro-
gram.  They will be at the Steam  Power Show.  
 
DeKalb County Hist.-Gen. Society annual meeting is 
next Wednesday with a special Abraham Lincoln pro-
gram./ There is a North Grove School clean-up soon. 
Suggestions for resolving a rodent problem there were 
requested. North Grove School is on the historic group 
tours. /  DeKalb Area Women's Center, Scotland 
prints are on display.  They are going “green” by saving 
storm water runoff for a rain garden in the front of their 
building. They need volunteers to help. April will have 

work by Jacqueline Holmes Wells. / Nehring Gallery - 
have work of 2 artists on display.  They are open 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, or by appointment. / NIU 
Art Museum - There are 4 print shows currently at the 
museum until May- 3 modern and 1 older materials. 
They are open Tuesday through Saturday. May 26 a new 
community windows exhibit opens.  For poster repro-
duction, contact their Media Dept. at Still Hall.  
 
Malta - They are getting bids for a new ceiling -several 
will not bid on it because of the 18' height. / Their ar-
chiving project is mostly done. / They are continuing 
with the oral history project taping senior citizens./ So-
monauk - Their Historical group has dissolved. / 
Hinckley - They are to have a big money making activi-
ty in June.  No building secured yet. / Joiner History 
Room - The first weekend in May will be their 20th 
anniversary.  A celebration is planned that will be open 
to the public./  Sandwich - The Stone Mill Museum 
opens tomorrow for the season. They will be participat-
ing in the 150th anniversary of Sandwich by having an 
activity each month.  The city celebration is Sept. 25-27, 
2009.  They will be having another “Walk Down 
Memory Lane” talking with seniors in July. / Midwest 
Museum of Nat'l History - Has a Navajo rug exhibit 
now. / Sycamore - Is closed and packing for their move 
in May to the farm. They are having a Steeples of Syca-
more historic church walk on April 25 from 9-3. 
  
The next meeting is set for July 11, 9:30 am at Kish-
waukee Valley Heritage Museum, Genoa.  Round 
table topic - Disaster Preparedness by Ann Wright-
Parsons of the NIU Anthropology Museum and Sandy 
Lyon of Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Museum.   
 
A round table discussion was then presented by Sue 
Breese and Sherrie Martin about their indexing archives 
work in Waterman and other areas. Tours and browsing 
at the Waterman Museum were then encouraged. ♦ 
 

DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives 

of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  
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Allen Lucille Vodden 83 5/11/2009 DeKalb IL 5/14/2009  
Anderson Doris Hix 100 4/17/2009 Sigourney IA/Sandwich IL 4/30/2009 KCR 
Anderson Edward Carl 98 3/27/2009 Tucson AZ/ Leland IL 4/1/2009  
Antich Robert M. 55 5/10/2009 Somonauk IL/Plano IL 5/12/2009 ABN 
Arends Betty Joyce Kittleson 82 5/12/2009 DeKalb IL 5/13/2009  
Arnold James M. 57 3/10/2009 DeKalb IL 3/12/2009  
Arnold Stacey Levear 63 2/20/2009 Shabbona IL 2/24/2009  
Au Wayne L. 78 4/10/2009 DeKalb IL 4/12/2009  
Augustine  Donald A.  77 4/25/2009 Sandwich IL 4/28/2009  
Bacskai Leslie R. 62 5/11/2009 Sandwich IL/Chicago IL 5/12/2009 ABN 
Baker Patricia A. 75 3/10/2009 McMinnville OR 3/13/2009  
Ball Corintha Abbott Thomas 71 4/24/2009 DeKalb IL 4/26/2009  
Ball Dorothy M. Malone 96 4/17/2009 DeKalb IL 4/19/2009  
Bantz Clarence W. 92 2/17/2009 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 2/19/2009 ABN 
Barshinger Niles John 60 3/23/2009 Des Moines WA 3/30/2009  
Bass Charles H. 92 3/13/2009 DeKalb IL 4/12/2009  
Bassett Melva R. Hammond  3/1/2009 DeKalb IL/ Sycamore IL 3/3/2009  
Belke Roger L. 79 2/23/2009 DeKalb IL 2/25/2009  
Bend Emma E. Wilcoxen 100 4/19/2009 Shabbona IL 4/21/2009  
Bolander Sherman W. 85 3/31/2009 Sycamore IL 4/2/2009  
Bolander Sherman W. 85 3/31/2009 Sycamore IL 4/3/2009  
Bollinger Roy Eugene Jr. 52 4/6/2009 Rockford IL 4/15/2009  
Braddish  Thomas Joseph  70 4/15/2009 Sycamore IL 4/21/2009  
Bradford Sharon Jean Reiners 58 3/11/2009 Sandwich IL/Yorkville IL 3/15/2009 ABN 
Bradley Elizabeth D.  18 5/8/2009 Sycamore IL 5/11/2009  
Brantley Brandi L.  19 4/3/2009 DeKalb IL 4/8/2009  
Brasher Sandra D. Smith 49 2/15/2009 Machesney Park IL 2/17/2009  
Brink Audrey A. Mueller 74 5/2/2009 Tucson AZ/ Sycamore IL 5/5/2009  
Broe  Ina  Leland 97 4/2/2009 Richland Co ND/Somonauk IL 4/6/2009 ABN 
Brooks Jean Harold 91 5/6/2009 DeKalb IL 5/13/2009  
Brotcke William "Red" 82 4/6/2009 Sycamore IL 4/10/2009  
Brown Marianne G.  55 4/2/2009 LaPine AL 4/16/2009  
Bruce Jeremy Charles 23 2/21/2009 Rochelle IL 2/24/2009  
Burbank Doris M. Miller 82 2/18/2009 Battle Creek MI/Sandwich IL 2/20/2009 ABN 
Butler Virginia L. Monson 90 3/28/2009 Malta IL 4/1/2009  
Butz Thelma P. Storm 82 3/4/2009 Genoa IL 3/7/2009  
Byrne Patricia A Knox 82 4/6/2009 Sycamore IL/Huntsville TX 4/16/2009 ABN 
Campbell Kenneth Edward 50 3/21/2009 Sycamore IL 3/24/2009  
Carico Delmar Lee 54 3/4/2009 Somonauk IL 3/11/2009 FVS 
Carlson Emma V. Miss 76 2/5/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 2/17/2009 VFP 
Carlson Marjorie J. Anders 95 2/17/2009 Chattanooga TN/DeKalb IL 2/22/2009  
Carr Korey S. 19 5/??/09 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 5/17/2009 ABN 
Cerutti Adele Minnie Schaeffer 89 3/5/2009 DeKalb IL 3/9/2009  
Chapman Roger W. 73 4/1/2009 Winslow IL 4/3/2009  
Charter Rev. Dr. Lynfred T.  88 4/9/2009 DeKalb IL 4/14/2009  
Christensen Charlotte L. Redman 72 3/2/2009 DeKalb IL 3/4/2009  
Christopherson Suzanne M Parks 82 4/29/2009 Somonauk IL/Sun City AZ 5/7/2009 KCR 
Clark Rodney Willard 78 5/13/2009 Goreville IL 5/16/2009  
Collins Helen Elaine Cearlock 85 4/17/2009 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 4/23/2009 ABN 
Conro Bonnie Lou Groen 69 4/24/2009 Webster FL/ Genoa IL 4/29/2009  
Conro David L. 46 5/9/2009 Kingston IL 5/13/2009  
Cooper Leo L. 85 3/14/2009 Paw Paw IL 3/18/2009  
Copple Lester 87 3/30/2009 North Fort Meyers FL 4/20/2009  
Cress Jackie L. 78 4/1/2009 Sycamore IL 4/4/2009  
Croyl Evelyn Florence  93 5/1/2009 Aurora IL/ Shabbona IL 5/14/2009  
Crum Peggy Lee  Powell 81 4/17/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL/TN/TX 4/21/2009 ABN 
Daunheimer Katherine L. Wilson 86 4/18/2009 Sycamore IL 4/22/2009  
Daunheimer Katherine L. Wilson 86 4/18/2009 Sycamore IL/Kokomo IN 4/22/2009 ABN 
Dobiecki JoAnn E. King 75 5/10/2009 Lake in the Hills IL 5/12/2009  
Dolder Jean Larson 85 2/26/2009 Somonauk IL/Sycamore IL 2/27/2009 ABN 
Downen Franklie Lee 72 3/12/2009 Sandwich IL/Fairfield IL 3/14/2009 ABN 
Duffey Ronald A. 70 2/22/2009 Sycamore IL 2/25/2009  
Dulin Sandra L. Evensen 59 4/3/2009 Sarasota FL/ DeKalb IL 4/5/2009  
Duy Margaret B. Loptein 91 2/22/2009 Maple Park IL 2/26/2009  
Eberly Edward Jr. 80 3/14/2009 Malta IL 3/15/2009  
Eberly Kendelyn Eugena 1 5/5/2009 Belvidere IL 5/9/2009  
Eggleston Matthew  51 2/28/2009 Rochelle IL 3/3/2009  
Eicher Barbara E. Hacker 93 5/7/2009 Sycamore IL 5/10/2009  
Einwich Paul M. 52 4/30/2009 Sycamore IL 5/2/2009  
Enoch Dawn Marie Bugbee 49 2/27/2009 Somonauk IL 3/5/2009 KCR 
Evans Bertha I. Taylor "Bert" 85 4/26/2009 DeKalb IL 4/28/2009  
Fish Gladys K. Kropp 93 3/16/2009 Genoa IL 3/18/2009  
Fleetwood Bonnie Jean Brink 62 3/24/2009 Newark OH 3/26/2009  
Franklin Betty J. 62 2/21/2009 Sandwich IL/Monmouth IL 3/4/2009 ABN 
Frantum Shirley L. Thomas Nates 79 3/28/2009 Cortland IL/Waterman/Sycamore IL 3/31/2009 ABN 
Garrett Grace Opal Williams 93 4/21/2009 DeKalb IL/Sandwich IL 4/23/2009 ABN 
Gates Donald L. Sr. "Pinky" 73 3/16/2009 Somonauk IL 3/18/2009  
Geaither Geraldine L Patterson 93 4/27/2009 Hinckley ILSouth Holland IL 5/1/2009 ABN 
Gifford Curtis N. 55 4/24/2009 DeKalb IL 4/26/2009  
Gile Madge K. Kennedy 85 4/1/2009 DeKalb IL 4/2/2009  
Gilkison Donald C. 72 5/13/2009 Godfrey IL 5/14/2009  
Grieff Melba J. Baker 75 3/26/2009 Genoa IL 3/28/2009  
Hacker Norrine Mae Shoemaker 83 5/4/2009 DeKalb IL 5/6/2009  
Haines Doris E. Jump 81 4/9/2009 Compton IL 4/11/2009  
Hall Donald Richard 76 3/31/2009 Sycamore IL 4/2/2009  
Hall Evelyn M. 70 3/7/2009 Sycamore IL 3/9/2009  
Hamilton Lauren Rae (Miss) 22 4/11/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 4/15/2009 ABN 
Hammond Harold M. 77 2/21/2009 Belvidere IL/Mountain View 2/24/2009  
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Harris Roy E.  3/1/2009 Hudson FL/ DeKalb IL 3/4/2009  
Hatfield Alma I. Thorson 88 2/14/2009 Sandsich IL/ Hinckley IL 2/18/2009  
Hayes Mamie O. Smith 84 4/1/2009 Peoria AZ 4/4/2009  
Heffner Marjorie A. Peterson 62 5/12/2009 Monroe WI 5/14/2009  
Hegland Ellewyn D. 75 2/22/2009 Newark IL/Sandwich IL 2/24/2009 ABN 
Hein Eleanor Johnson 89 4/1/2009 Kirkland IL 4/4/2009  
Hougham Randall Scott 53 4/11/2009 Sandwich IL/Yorkville IL 4/14/2009 ABN 
Howat Ruby A.   87 5/5/2009 Lake Holiday IL/St Charles IL 5/7/2009 ABN 
Hudson Eva M. Menster 94 3/5/2009 DeKalb IL 3/7/2009  
Hunt Rev. Edwin Simonds 93 5/11/2009 Rockford IL 5/14/2009  
Jacobs Nancy A. Hiatt 80 3/30/2009 DeKalb IL 4/26/2009  
Japuntich Joseph J. 93 4/2/2009 Geneva IL/ DeKalb IL 4/15/2009  
Johnson Duane D.  1/2/2009 Leland, IL   
Johnson Eleanor Leone Garrison 83 4/13/2009 Sycamore IL 4/16/2009  
Johnson Glenn Ray "Bub" 77 3/1/2009 Golden CO 3/7/2009  
Johnson Roy Adolph  83 4/2/2009 Sycamore IL 4/6/2009  
Johnson Virginia C. Christensen 74 3/5/2009 Hinckley IL/Shabbona IL 3/31/2009 VFP 
Jordal Darlene K. Eberly 54 4/30/2009 Malta IL 5/2/2009  
Jordan Ruth M. Hart 79 2/20/2009 DeKalb IL 2/22/2009  
Justema Corrine Hakala 81 4/1/2009 Hinsdale IL 4/4/2009  
Kahle Agnes Owen 94 3/9/2009 Hinckley IL 3/11/2009  
Kellogg Ronald "Pete" 78 3/15/2009 Sun City AZ 3/17/2009  
Kirschaum Robert A. 78 4/18/2009 DeKalb IL 4/21/2009  
Krause Julie L. 19 4/14/2009 DeKalb IL/ Cicero  4/17/2009  
Krueger Theresa C. Mitzel 48 2/16/2009 Sycamore IL 2/20/2009  
Krupa Rosalie M. 76 3/17/2009 DeKalb IL 3/19/2009  
Kunkel Jeremy D. 37 4/2/2009 Genoa IL 4/5/2009  
Lander Adam Barnes 24 3/8/2009 St Charles IL 3/11/2009  
Lee Mary E. Phillips 69 5/9/2009 DeKalb IL 5/11/2009  
Liebmann Barbara A. Banker 67 4/21/2009 Rochelle IL 4/29/2009  
Limberis Nanette Chase 67 4/25/2009 West Dundee IL 4/28/2009  
Lindstrom Donald W. 89 4/15/2009 DeKalb IL 4/18/2009  
Lindstrom Sharon L.  73 2/19/2009 Loves Park IL 2/22/2009  
Loftus Richard L. 75 3/27/2009 Somonauk IL/Clarendon Hills IL 4/1/2009 ABN 
Lorusso Dorothy Jean Monique 85 3/12/2009 DeKalb IL 3/14/2009  
Luney May Janet 87 4/13/2009 Washington D.C. 5/3/2009  
Lunsford William Jr. 74 4/19/2009 Dexter MO 4/25/2009  
Luoma Marian F. Scheer 89 5/5/2009 Sycamore IL 5/7/2009  
Maggio Barbara E.  33 5/5/2009 DeKalb IL 5/8/2009  
Makela Mayme Helene Saksa 96 4/10/2009 DeKalb IL 4/12/2009  
Manser Floyd H. 84 3/28/2009 Waterman IL/Hinckley IL 4/1/2009 ABN 
Marsh Roy M. "Hap" 90 2/17/2009 Sycamore IL 2/19/2009  
Masoner Michael "Rick" 54 2/13/2009 Elgin IL 2/16/2009  
McClanahan Helen Drew 94 2/20/2009 Dixon IL 2/23/2009  
McCue John E. 54 3/8/2009 Algonquin IL/ DeKalb IL 3/11/2009  
McDaniel Loren A. 89 4/13/2009 DeKalb IL 4/15/2009  
McGee James, Jr. 78 3/23/2009 Somonauk IL 3/31/2009 VFP  
McPherson Mason J. 2 5/5/2009 Genoa IL 5/8/2008  
Merritt Helen Henry 88 5/12/2009 DeKalb IL 5/15/2009  
Meyer Axel  83 3/7/2009 Vero Beach FL 3/10/2009  
Michiels Lorraine G.  19 4/12/2009 Kingston IL 4/15/2009  
Mickiewicz Loretta J. Drake 68 4/12/2009 West Dundee IL 4/15/2009  
Milem Charles M.  59 4/20/2009 Sycamore IL 4/23/2009  
Miller Joseph J. 85 4/19/2009 Rochelle IL 4/20/2009  
Miller Tyler Scott 18 4/8/2009 Somonauk IL/Joliet IL 4/9/2009 ABN 
Moeller Geraldine  61 4/24/2009 Sandwich IL/Phelps WI 4/28/2009 ABN 
Moffett Robert F. Sr. 79 3/10/2009 DeKalb IL 3/13/2009  
Moody Donald Curtis 71 2/28/2009 Sandwich IL/Richmond KY 3/17/2009 VFP 
Morris Thomas I. 84 2/28/2009 Sycamore IL 2/18/2009  
Morsch Gary H. 54 4/8/2009 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL/FL 4/11/2009 ABN 
Munter Sheila J. Enderlin 67 5/7/2009 Sycamore IL 5/9/2009  
Myers Gary L. 70 3/14/2009 Somonauk IL/Sandwich IL 3/24/2009 VFP 
Nalian Virginia  DeWolf 84 4/20/2009 Sycamore IL 4/22/2009  
Neal Judith Leslie Hilsenhoff 64 4/7/2009 Sun Lakes AZ/ Monmouth 4/10/2009  
Nelson  Mary Helen Schumacher 66 5/1/2009 Sandwich IL/Hinckley IL/OK 5/7/2009 ABN 
Neujahr Clarence A. 89 4/30/2009 Grand Islans NE/ DeKalb  5/2/2009  
Norris Terrance T. Jr. 9 mo 5/12/2009 DeKalb IL 5/14/2009  
Oziah Vern  59 3/7/2009 O'Fallon MO 3/10/2008  
Parker William L. Jr. 75 3/7/2009 Elburn IL 3/11/2009  
Parkins Warren  12/22/2008 Kentuckey 4/1/2009  
Parks Dorothy L. Rygh 84 2/28/2009 Sandwich IL/Ottawa IL 3/10/2009 VFP 
Paul Florence Berman 97 3/22/2009 Elgin IL 3/24/2009  
Peck Ruth Marian Reynolds Marzuki 73 3/5/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 3/7/2009 ABN 
Perkins Ruth A. Bell 75 2/26/2009 Franklin Grove IL/DeKalb IL 3/1/2009  
Peterson Donald C. 86 3/12/2009 DeKalb IL 3/17/2009  
Peterson Mildred J. Johnson 85 4/8/2009 DeKalb IL/ Malta IL 4/12/2009  
Peterson Stanley Albert Sr. 70 5/7/2009 Spring Valley IL/ Waterman   5/10/2009  
Podschwit Myrtie E.  Dayton 86 5/11/2009 Hinckley IL/Geneva IL 5/12/2009 ABN 
Pollock Ruth A. Ashelford 91 4/3/2009 DeKalb IL/ Sycamore IL 4/5/2009  
Pomazal Jessie Marie Montgomery 88 2/21/2009 Brookfield WI/ Genoa IL 2/26/2009  
Prutton Scott Michael 46 3/1/2009 Sycamore IL 3/15/2009  
Read Thelma M. Halbmaier 91 4/28/2009 Sycamore IL 4/30/2009  
Robinson Peggy Joy Westberg 79 2/24/2009 Gladstone MO/ Sycamore 2/26/2009  
Rohde Ruth McVicker 95 3/9/2009 Newport OR 3/12/2009  
Roller Keith B. 38 4/7/2009 Sycamore IL 4/14/2009  
Royalty James E.  86 3/4/2009 DeKalb IL 3/6/2009  
Sabin William H. 84 4/12/2009 Waterman IL/Sycamore IL 4/15/2009 ABN 
Sauer Beverly Jean  78 5/1/2009 Sycamore IL 5/4/2009  
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Schipp Mary F. Tojek 80 3/4/2009 Waterman IL/ Shabbona IL 3/6/2009  
Schmidt Paulette Ann Goebel 64 3/6/2009 DeKalb IL 3/10/2008  
Schmitt Norman Emil 78 1/25/2009 DeKalb IL/ Plymouth MN 2/18/2009  
Scholl Alberta M. "Bert" 89 4/28/2009 DeKalb IL 5/1/2009  
Schramer  Loretta A. Schmitt 87 4/5/2009 Virgil IL 4/7/2009  
Schroeter Ann Voigt 106 4/19/2009 West Chicago IL 4/22/2009  
Schweiter Edna R. 97 3/7/2009 Malta IL 3/9/2009  
Scott Jennie A. Van Dusen 86 4/6/2009 DeKalb IL 4/8/2009  
Sebree William S. 75 5/2/2009 Kingston IL 5/5/2009  
Seldal Gerald J. Sr. 69 3/22/2009 DeKalb IL 3/24/2009  
Serrano Carlos 56 4/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 4/10/2009 ABN 
Seyller Frances Walker 78 3/24/2009 Genoa IL/ South Elgin IL 3/27/2009  
Shaffer John David 63 2/18/2009 Boulder City NV/ Cortland 4/5/2009  
Sheldon Marianne C. Angell 67 3/16/2009 DeKalb IL 3/18/2009  
Shimshok Anna L. Magers 76 2/10/2009 Aurora IL/ Joliet IL 2/16/2009  
Shove Michael William 43 4/16/2009 Somonauk IL/Royal Oak MI 4/18/2009 ABN 
Sibley  Patricia A. 76 3/21/2009 Hinckley/ Kaneville 3/25/2009  
Sides  Betty Joyce  "Jackie" 81 3/29/2009 Sycamore IL 4/2/2009  
Simmons George L. 79 3/16/2009 Sandwich IL/New Haven IL 3/19/2009 KCR 
Simon Kristine L. Knudtson 72 3/18/2009 Ottawa IL 3/20/2009  
Sims Elizabeth A.  90 4/22/2009 Sandwich IL 5/6/2009 ABN 
Sims Mary C. Weldon 86 4/8/2009 Ellettsville IN/DeKalb, IL 4/10/2009  
Sirotek Elizabeth H. Munro 92 5/5/2009 Sycamore IL 5/7/2009  
Sitzes Alverna Staten 68 1/4/2009 Red Bud IL 5/14/2009  
Siwicki Doris Mae  87 2/24/2009 Elgin IL 2/27/2009  
Smith Catherine E. DeBolt 77 4/10/2009 Yorkville IL 4/12/2009  
Smith Charles E. 81 3/31/2009 Waterman IL 4/1/2009  
Smith Muriel L.  82 3/25/2009 DeKalb IL 4/3/2009  
Smith Wendell L. 88 4/9/2009 Sandwich IL/Ft Myers FL 4/11/2009 ABN 
Spann Jane E. Watson 57 2/23/2009 Manningtree ENG/Somonauk IL 3/4/2009 FVS 
Specht Sharon J. Meehan 69 4/21/2009 DeKalb IL 4/23/2009  
Sproston Debra J. Granger 57 5/9/2009 Waterman IL/ Sugar Grove 5/15/2009  
Stach Mary A. Stefferson 70 5/11/2009 DeKalb IL 5/13/2009  
Staniszewski Anne M. Greune 44 3/18/2009 Sycamore IL 3/19/2009  
Stephenson Florene G. Hajek 82 2/27/2009 Joliet IL 3/2/2009  
Stoddard David Lee 56 3/6/2009 DeKalb IL 3/8/2009  
Storm William Bruce 88 3/10/2009 CA 5/3/2009  
Stover Irene S. Lee 78 4/20/2009 Sycamore IL 4/21/2009  
Strasser Alberta L. Wadey 97 5/11/2009 DeKalb IL 5/15/2009  
Streb Steven  64 3/26/2009 DeKalb IL 3/29/2009  
Stroberg Mary Dean 83 3/30/2009 Mountain Home AR 4/18/2009  
Stromsvold Lucy Lawatsch 99 2/3/2009 DeKalb IL 5/15/2009  
Taylor Virginia M. Wellington 84 2/10/2009 Yorkville IL/Sandwich IL 2/25/2009 ABN 
Temple Mercedes W. 83 5/4/2009 Serena IL 5/5/2009  
Thomas Hattie Beatrice Scott 90 5/1/2009 DeKalb IL 5/7/2009  
Thomas Sara E.  Sears 72 4/22/2009 DeKalb IL/Aurora IL 4/25/2009 ABN 
Thompson Alan B. 67 3/17/2009 Somonauk IL/Montgomery IL 3/26/2009 PR 
Thompson Ronald L. 85 4/27/2009 Sycamore IL 4/29/2009  
Tischhauser Norman Charles 77 3/9/2009 Virgil IL 3/11/2009  
Tischler Janet E. Dolan 88 4/4/2009 Genoa IL 4/7/2009  
Touvell Walter A. 86 1/30/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 2/5/2009 PR 
Tucker Paul E. 75 4/16/2009 Broken Arrow OK 4/21/2009  
Turner Ellen E. Theriault 72 5/13/2009 DeKalb IL/ Freeport IL 5/16/2009  
Twait Tomm David 49 3/23/2009 Leland IL/Sandwich IL 4/1/2009 FVS 
Vahl Bradley A. 31 3/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 3/10/2009 ABN 
Van Cleave Grace Ellen Knauss 92 2/14/2009 Ankey IA 2/18/2009  
Vodden  Luella M. Rissman 90 3/27/2009 Rockford IL/ Kirkland IL 3/29/2009  
Voorheis William Harvey Jr. 88 2/13/2009 Springfield KY/ DeKalb IL 2/17/2009  
Voyles Emory 86 3/24/2009 Sycamore IL 3/26/2009  
Wabel Roscoe A. Sr. 86 4/12/2009 Kingston IL 4/14/2009  
Wade Luann Ruth Aldis 65 3/11/2009 Oregon IL 3/14/2009  
Waller Pamela A. Sullivan 58 2/15/2009 Cincinnati OH/Sandwich IL 2/18/2009 ABN 
Weishaar Lawrence L.  90 4/30/2009 DeKalb IL 5/1/2009  
Werts Chadwick B.  75 2/17/2009 Genoa IL 2/20/2009  
West Ronald  55 4/7/2009 Kirkland IL 4/8/2009  
Wiborg Paul A. 68 2/7/2009 Sandwich IL/ Gardner IL 2/17/2009 VFP 
Wicke Joyce Lehan 79 2/20/2009 Westminister CA 3/13/2008  
Wickler Paul B. 91 3/7/2009 Kennewick WA/ Kirkland IL 3/11/2009  
Wildey Antonietta M. Vittozzi 85 4/9/2009 DeKalb IL 4/12/2009  
Wise Matilda M. Suknaich 82 4/7/2009 DeKalb IL 4/8/2009  
Worden Glenna Margie 83 4/22/2009 Kirkland IL 4/23/2009  
Wright Karli Renee Martin Lippman 0 4/16/2009 Joliet IL/Sandwich/Waterman 4/18/2009 ABN 
Yeaman Thelma I. Johnson 95 2/15/2009 DeKalb IL 2/17/2009  
Yender Marilyn A.  Bergeson 76 5/11/2009 Somonauk IL/Aurora/Sandwich 5/12/2009 ABN 
Young Ross E. 89 4/19/2009 DeKalb IL 4/21/2009  
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ALSO 
All available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Some may also be purchased at : Sycamore Coin Gallery, 
320 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178 

 
OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 
Boies History of DeKalb County SOLD OUT 25.00 
Capt. Benj. Page of American Revolution, Sycamore 15.00 
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel  15.00 
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  
      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 
Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 
Sycamore According to Luke (McLagan)  15.00 
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 
1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 
 
CORNSILK QUARTERLY 
Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 
Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  
 Circle those desired: 
 2009/ vol. 28: Spring 
 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 
 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 
 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  
 2005/ vol. 24: Spring; Summer; Fall; Winter 
 Others: ____________________________ 
 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling           ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk for postage/handling      ________ 

Grand Total Enclosed        $ ________ 
 
 
MAIL TO 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

 
CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 
Afton 7.00 
Cortland 8.00 
DeKalb (does not include Evergreen, Oakwood, Fairview, St. Mary) 7.00 
Franklin                      8.00 
Genoa     10.00 
Kingston  8.00 
Malta  8.00 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 
Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 
Paw Paw  8.00 
Pierce  8.00 
Pleasant Hill, Mayfield  8.00 
Sandwich  8.00 
Shabbona  8.00 
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2004 edition    20.00 
South Grove                                                            10.00 
Squaw Grove  9.00 
Sycamore Twp, 1980                                              10.00 
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 
Victor            7.00 
 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    
  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 
Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 
Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 
DeKalb 16.00       19.50             
 Ward 1 City                     10.00 
 Ward 2 City                   10.00 
 Ward 3 City                     10.00 
 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
Franklin   9.00 10.50 
Genoa   9.00 10.50 
Kingston   9.00 10.50 
Malta 10.00 10.50 
Mayfield   9.00   8.50 
Milan   8.00   9.50 
Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 
Pierce   9.00   8.50 
Shabbona 11.00 11.50 
Somonauk 24.00 27.00 
South Grove   8.00   7.50 
Squaw Grove   9.00 10.50 
Sycamore 22.00 32.00 
Victor   9.00   8.50 
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
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DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society  
Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail to 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   
 
Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Household/Family Membership $15 ________ 

Contributing Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $40  ________ 

Organization/Group Membership  $15 ________ 

Lifetime Membership $200  ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb 
Barb City Motorcycle Museum 

www.pierceh-d.com 
815-756-3226 

 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Historical 
Center 

815-758-1970/815-758-8495 
 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

www.bios.niu.edu/gurler 
815-756-4259 

 
Nehring Gallery 

www.nehringgallery.org 
E-mail: director@nehringgallery. 
org 
815-758-6363 

 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/
index.cfm 
815-753-1779 

 
 
Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.co

m 
815-286-7443 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

815-522-6260 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
MaltaHistGenSoc.htm 
815-384-3481/815-825-2367 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.com 
E-mail: ope-
rahouse@sannauk.com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

www.prairienet.com/stonemill/ 
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/ 
E-mail: slrmuseum@aol.com 
(general) 
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
(research) 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
Shabbona Historical Society 

815-824-2422 
 
Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

815-498-2417/815-228-1474 
 
Sycamore 
DeKalb County Historical &  
Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 
Leonard@math.niu.edu 

 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
JoinerHistoryRoom/
home_page.htm 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ dek-
albcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
Midwest Museum of Natural  
History 

www.mmnh.org 
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org 
815-895-9777 

 
North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: northgroveschool@  
yahoo.com 

 
Sycamore History Museum 

www.sycamorehistory.org 
E-mail: sychist@tbc.net 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-264-7773/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 
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26745 Brickville Rd., Sycamore 
at Brickville & Motel Roads near St. John’s Church 

Sat., June 27, 2008; 11 am-4 pm 

• Flag Raising 

• Guided Tours 

• Maypole Dance 

• Let’s Play Marbles! 

• Bake Sale 

• Lite Lunch 

• Souvenirs 

 

 

Sun., June 28, 2008; 1-4 pm 

• Flag Raising 

• Guided Tours 

• Maypole Dance 

• Let’s Play Marbles! 

• Ice Cream Social 

• Souvenirs 

Bring your lawn chair and spend a day in the country! 
 

More info at www.dekalb.ilgenweb.net/NorthGroveSchool/ 


