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Black Hawk War 

  

Increasing unrest in 

1804, a St. Louis treaty 

was signed by three or 

four unauthorized 

Sauk ceding a great 

chunk of what is now 

northwestern Illinois, 

including the Sauk town at Rock Island with its 

many acres of cornfields along the Mississippi. 

Chief Black Hawk argued that the treaty signers 

did not represent the Indian Agents from St. 

Louis to Detroit; they advised him to move his 

people west. When he sought counsel in Cana-

da, he was advised to stay put. Years of white 

aggression and native protest followed.  

 

In the 1820s, squatters began to occupy Sauk 

wigwams and harvest the Sauk cornfields in 

clear violation of treaty terms. The Sauk retaliat-

ed by stealing livestock. The Illinois governor 

supported settlers by declaring that Black 

Hawk’s band had invaded the state. By the time 

the Winnebago War came along emotions were 

running high.1  

 

One historian wrote, “The red men seemed to be 

fretted and chafed under the encroachments of 

their white neighbors, who also were unsettled 

and fearful of impending trouble.” News of a 

threatened outbreak would drive settlers out in 

motley crowds at breakneck speed to the nearest 

fort . . . they lived alternating between hope and 

fear.2  

 

As did the Potawatomi, near Hennepin, the mis-

sionary Jesse Hale mounted a stump in the 

woods to preach to the natives, Louis Bailey, 

interpreting. Shabbona listened and then spoke. 

“To what white preacher say, I say Maybe. Are 

all white men good? I say, Maybe so. Do white 

men cheat Indian? I say, Maybe so—Governor 

Cole gave me, Shabbona, hunting grounds and 

told me to hunt. Your big Whiteside (a military 

leader) come along and tell Shabbona, ‘Puck-a-

gee’ (Get Out).”  

 

Then Shabbona waved papers bearing the gov-

ernor’s signature and, throwing them in the dirt, 

stamped them underfoot. At this point Rever-

end Hale said, “Whiteside is a bad white man,” 

to which Shabbona replied, “If white man steal 

Indian land, hang him!” The preacher misunder-

stood; thinking Shabbona meant to hang him, he 

fled through the bushes never to return.3  

 

By 1830 many settlers had come. The Greens 

were on the Fox River near present Dayton. 

They built a dam to harness “the raging Fox,” as 

it was called, for flour and saw mills, the only 

ones for a hundred miles around.4 Settlers on 

Indian Creek north of where Harding stands 

included William Davis of Kentucky; he too 

planned to have a mill. Davis was one who had 

fled to Ottawa during an “Indian scare”; he was 

teased when no attack came and he vowed to 

never again flee. He had chosen a good site—the 

Sauk Trail from Rock Island to Detroit forded 

the creek not far from his claim.5 This trail led to 

the most important crossing of the Mississippi 

above St. Louis and was used for thousands of 

years by migrating hunters and traders. It 

roughly follows current Route 6 across Illinois.6  

 

On December 29, 1830, the winter of The Big 

       Part 5 of 7 

     Chief Shabbona 
  by Marilyn Rasmusen 

Taken from Portrait and Bio-
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., 
1885 
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Snow began when snow fell to a depth of more 

than two feet. A week later another two and a 

half feet fell. In the autumn Potawatomi like 

Shabbona’s band took shelter in ravines along the 

Illinois River, as had natives from archaic times, 

and hunted the rutting white tail deer for a win-

ter supply of venison. One such group learned to 

make snow shoes from an old woman of the 

band; she had been raised in Canada.7  

 

The rigors of nature, however, could not long de-

ter the advance of pioneers. That spring a ferry 

was licensed across the Chicago River, and soon 

a bridge replaced the ferry across the South 

Branch; it cost $486.20, for which the local Pota-

watomi were made to contribute $200.8 And at 

Rock Island that summer, Chief Black Hawk and 

the Sauk were forced to leave crops behind and 

move across the Mississippi onto land of their 

enemy, the Sioux.  

 

The coming winter was also snowy, not good for 

trapping; the Sauk were starving and could not 

pay their annual debts to the traders. Black Hawk 

was urged, especially by the women, to lead 

them back to their homes. He was old by now, 

but finally agreed to consider it. In February he 

asked the Potawatomi for help.  

 

A council was held at Tiskilwa, where Shabbona 

and others met with Black Hawk and The Proph-

et, an imposing Winnebago wearing ankle bells, a 

gold nose ring and a white buckskin headdress 

with eagle feathers. Black Hawk predicted, “If 

you all join us, our warriors will equal the num-

ber of trees in the forest!” to which Shabbona re-

plied, “But the whites are as the leaves of the 

trees of the forest.” Only one chief, Waupanseh, 

was in favor of war. Mike Girty, the half-breed 

renegade, offered to lead an attack as soon as 

Black Hawk crossed the river. Most Potawatomi 

ignored Girty’s invitation.9  

 

Later, Shabbona and many Potawatomi leaders 

met on the Des Plaines River. They resolved to 

remain at peace and declared that any brave sid-

ing with Black Hawk would be considered a trai-

tor.10 Sometime after, Shabbona said that, despite 

this, 17 of his young men went to war, and two of 

them were at the Indian Creek Massacre.11  

 

In the meantime, Black Hawk received word 

from Winnebago chiefs that they and the north-

ern Potawatomi bands would support him. In 

early April he crossed the Mississippi with 386 

warriors plus all their women and children.12 He 

sent runners to Shabbona, who was at Bureau 

Creek. Settlers saw “two unknown Indians come 

with a message, camp broken, ponies caught and 

all leave.” Shabbona took his band north to their 

land at Assimenek.13  

 

By this time William Davis’s dam across Indian 

Creek was partly built, to the dismay of Pota-

watomi villages six miles upstream; they depend-

ed on the migrating fish, which they dried for 

winter food. They consulted Shabbona who ad-

vised them to fish downstream, even though it 

was farther from the village. Two of them re-

belled against this and decided to visit Davis. In 

English they explained to him that a dam would 

prevent fishing at their village, but Davis was not 

sympathetic. One night soon after, Davis heard 

some noise at the dam. When he saw natives tear-

ing out the stones, he rushed out with a hickory 

stick and beat one of them named Kewasee un-

mercifully. Davis did not realize what shame this 

brought to the man and what revenge lay heavy 

in his heart.14 As Perry Armstrong wrote, “To be 

beaten with rods is the most degrading of all 

punishments to the Indian, an offense that can 

only be atoned in blood.”15  
 

Stillman’s Run 
 

In the month of May, 1832, events tumbled quick-

ly one after the other: 
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Early May—Black Hawk was slowly leading his 

people up Rock River. As he was passing Dixon’s 

Ferry, Mr. and Mrs. Dixon invited him in for din-

ner. He told them he was going on up the river to 

rent corn lands from the Potawatomi or Winne-

bago. Nevertheless, renegade Potawatomi were 

inspired by his bold return and began to attack 

cabins. Girty was known to be with them. 

 

Black Hawk held a Council of many Sauk, Win-

nebago and Potawatomi at a creek near the pre-

sent Byron.16 He strode onto the council ground 

wearing his British colonel’s coat and cavalry 

sword. There were speeches, and warriors 

danced to drum beats around a war post, with 

fierce shrieks and gestures.17 If Shabbona was 

present, as some sources say, the display did not 

inspire him to join the dance.  

 

Shabbona soon went to Dixon Ferry and volun-

teered himself and his warriors to the U.S. forces 

in hopes of keeping the peace. However, some of 

the hot-headed militia there saw Shabbona as a 

hostile and threatened to shoot him on the spot. 

Mr. Dixon knew Shabbona and hastened to his 

rescue. He stayed with the Dixons a couple of 

days and had cordial talks with Governor Reyn-

olds. 18 

 

May 12—Governor Reynolds, who had called for 

militia volunteers, arrived at Dixon Ferry with 

1800 mounted riflemen. He remained here for 

several weeks and, before long, ordered up 3000 

more militia fighters. One of the generals sent 

four men with a guide and an interpreter to warn 

Shabbona not to allow Black Hawk to locate on 

his reservation lands. The group became lost but 

met four Sauk who said Black Hawk’s people 

were a few miles away in starving condition and 

headed for Mud Creek to hunt.19 

 

May 14—As Black Hawk’s people continued a 

search for safety, scouts reported they were being 

chased by militia, later identified as Stillman’s 

Rangers. Black Hawk sent three men with a 

white flag of truce. The militia, not understand-

ing or recognizing a peace gesture, took the men 

prisoner, shooting one of them dead. When Black 

Hawk heard this, he laid an ambush for the pur-

suers, though he was heavily outnumbered. The 

reckless, inexperienced charge of volunteers was 

scattered and demoralized near a creek that has 

since been called Stillman’s Run. The disgraced 

remnants limped back to Dixon Ferry withexag-

gerated reports of a huge Sauk force.20 

 

Shabbona was sure the defeat of Stillman’s Rang-

ers would encourage further attacks by disgrun-

tled natives. He warned settlers to go to the larg-

er towns. Some did, but many, like Davis, would 

have none of it. They were anxious to plant their 

crops, it having been a wet spring. On upturned 

sod a new settler could plant buckwheat, turnips 

and sod-corn and be guaranteed food in three 

months.21  

 

Few Winnebago and Potawatomi supported 

Black Hawk; he soon realized that the promised 

Winnebago help and the aid implied by the Brit-

ish was not coming. The only option he saw was 

to divide his men into small raiding parties, 

which might supply food as the band traveled 

into Wisconsin.  

 

As the situation became more dangerous Shab-

bona instructed his son Pepegee and his nephew 

Pyps to warn settlers near the Fox River while he 

rode to notify the Bureau Creek people to leave 

their isolated cabins quickly. Pyps warned the 

Hollenbeck, Ackley and Harris families, who im-

mediately headed for Plainfield. Mrs. Harris was 

in anguish for leaving her bedridden father, Mr. 

Combes, but he told the family to save them-

selves. He turned out to be safe; when the rene-

gades tore open the door and saw the sick old 

man, not only did they do him no harm but 
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brought him food. However, these or other loot-

ers burned cabins and murdered settlers else-

where.22 

 

After warning the current Princeton area, Shab-

bona rode on to warn others; hour after hour he 

galloped through Bureau, LaSalle and Kendall 

Counties till his horse dropped from exhaustion. 

Mr. Hollenbeck gave him another mount and he 

continued through Grundy and DuPage counties, 

finally arriving in Plainfield.23 Settlers fled on foot 

or by wagon and by pirogue on the Fox River to 

forts at Plainfield or Ottawa. When they returned 

home later, they found burned cabins and de-

stroyed crops. Potatoes were left in the ground 

since the pillagers did not recognize them as 

food; what the settlers laid up for the next winter 

turned out to be only potatoes and wild honey.24  

 

Evening of May 19—Pyps, after giving his warn-

ings, decided to visit his lady love in a Potawato-

mi village south of the Illinois River. While re-

turning north he passed the Indian Creek settle-

ment and was surprised to see people still there. 

Then he saw a large body of Indians heading into 

the nearby timber. When he hurried to Shabbona 

with this news, Shabbona decided to warn Davis 

again.25 By now Davis realized reconciliation was 

necessary and tried to visit his Potawatomi 

neighbors but found their villages deserted; how-

ever, he insisted to Shabbona it was safe for his 

family and their neighbors to stay at home.  

 

The Indian Creek Massacre  

 

(The following is a combined story from several 

sources having contradictory detail, but the 

threads of truth run through all.)  

 

Mid-afternoon, May 21—It was a balmy spring 

day and the several families at the Davis cabin 

had finished dinner. Two Davis boys, John Hen-

derson, a Mr. Howard and his son, and two sons 

of William Hall went to break prairie across the 

creek. Neighbor Hall and his eldest son, John, 

were with William Davis and a hired hand, Rob-

ert Norris, in the blacksmith shed where Davis 

was repairing his gun. Henry George and son 

Will Davis had been working at the dam. Some-

one brought a fresh pail of water from the spring 

and work was stopped for a refreshing drink. 

Mrs. Davis and her youngest son, James, were in 

their cabin with Mrs. Hall and her three daugh-

ters, plus the just-arrived Pettigrew family. (Their 

still-loaded wagon stood in the yard.) Mr. How-

ard and Mr. Henderson had taken their families 

to Ottawa; Mr. Henderson’s aged father had 

fought Tecumseh in Canada, knew Indian ways, 

and strongly advised this precaution.  

 

The cabin door was open, the ladies sewing. Sud-

denly, there was the barking of a dog followed by 

Indian whoops and gun shots. Mr. Pettigrew, 

holding his baby, sprang to close the door but 

was too late. Savages brandishing guns and tom-

ahawks crowded through. Mrs. Pettigrew 

clutched 14-year-old Rachel Hall and the shot 

that killed Mrs. Pettigrew blackened Rachel’s 

cheek. William Davis and others came running 

from the shed, only to be killed before they could 

reach the cabin.  

 

The attackers included three Sauk, 27 Potawato-

mi and Mike Girty, who was reported to be 

“heavy-set with black, eagle-like eyes.” They 

murdered, scalped and mutilated 15 settlers be-

fore killing the livestock and taking away Rachel 

and her sister Sylvia who was 16. They had start-

ed to take seven-year-old Jimmy Davis also, but 

he couldn’t keep up and was shot as he stood be-

tween two warriors holding his hands. All others 

in the cabin, on the dam and in the shed were 

killed except for John Hall who jumped into the 

creek and kept hidden under the bank as he 

moved slowly and quietly downstream. The field 

workers saw the situation, unhitched the oxen to 
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run free and hurried to Ottawa for help.  

 

Sylvia and Rachel were set on the horses that 

women held ready in the woods and all headed 

north. After several grueling hours, a halt was 

made in a clearing near Sycamore Creek. Spears 

were thrust into the ground to mark a circle 

where the girls were placed. The warriors circled 

round, dancing and singing ceremoniously, obvi-

ously sobered by the taking of life. Each spear 

was topped with a scalp or a torn-out heart from 

the conflict, which heaped more anguish on the 

two girls. Soon the journey continued. The girls 

were treated considerately; each night, women of 

the raiding party offered them scalded beans and 

roasted acorns, then spread skins for them to 

sleep. Later, at Black Hawk’s camp east of Ja-

nesville, Wisconsin, the women offered maple 

sugar and coffee beans taken from the Davis cab-

in, not knowing that the beans needed to be 

ground and brewed. Fresh Potawatomi-style 

dresses were supplied—Rachel’s, a red-and-

white, ruffled calico and Sylvia’s of blue calico. 

But they refused to wear moccasins and insisted 

on keeping the combs for their hair. Black Hawk 

was consulted and considered the situation, then 

ordered that the girls be let go.  

 

Two of the reluctant kidnappers marched up and 

one cut a lock from Sylvia’s hair and the other 

from Rachel’s. Then the Sauk traded the girls to 

the “go-between” Winnebago for wampum, trin-

kets, corn and 11 horses. The Winnebago chief, 

White Crow, traveled with the girls via horseback 

and canoe for a few days. Shaking his head, he 

told them he was sorry for their misfortune but 

he would help them. When they approached the 

fort at Blue Mound, he took Rachel’s handker-

chief. Though no longer white, it served as a flag 

of truce. Two uncles of the girls appeared with 

the Indian Agent and ransom was arranged. The 

published reward of $2000 was paid in trinkets, 

blankets and horses. The Winnebago offered each 

girl a slave but they declined. The captivity of the 

girls had been heralded throughout the country 

and there was national rejoicing at their rescue.26  

 

The Massacre 

site may still be 

visited at  

LaSalle Coun-

ty’s  

Shabbona Park 

near Harding. 

A monument 

stands where 

the Davis cabin 

stood--deter-

mined by the 

pioneer plant-

ings still in  

evidence when 

it was erected--

and Indian 

Creek still 

glints in the afternoon sun.  

 

Further Troubles  

 

While some renegade Potawatomi were part of 

the massacre, others were attacking east of the 

Fox River. One victim was Rev. Adam Payne, a 

familiar missionary on the prairie. He was in Chi-

cago when officers at Fort Dearborn were requisi-

tioning horses for the war. To keep his fine horse 

from being taken, and despite warnings of dan-

ger, he rode southwest to visit his brother; he 

said that his horse, spy glass and Bible were 

enough protection. Three Potawatomi were at 

Holderman’s Grove (north of Marseilles) and 

heard the reverend singing hymns as he rode 

along. They chased him along the south side of 

Big Slough and, as he galloped ahead, managed 

to shoot his horse. Payne jumped from the saddle 

and stood quoting from the Bible as the men ap-

proached. Two of them faltered, but the third 

Monuments at the site of the Indian 
Creek massacre in Shabbona Park, 
Harding, Illinois. Courtesy Marcia Wilson 
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killed Payne. He was not simply scalped; his 

head was cut off. They returned to Mike Girty’s 

camp in triumph. When Girty rode into camp, he 

saw wild dancing around a pole bearing the 

bloody head with its long black hair; he asked 

what woman they had attacked. When he heard 

that it was Rev. Payne, he was outraged and 

sprang at the killers. Though he was a villainous 

cut-throat, he remembered Payne from the time 

as his interpreter. He ordered the head taken 

down and then he buried it. With fervor he sprin-

kled ceremonial tobacco over the grave and 

begged the Great Spirit to absolve him from this 

terrible deed.27  

 

Later in May of 1832 Shabbona rode toward Chi-

cago where he had sent his family for protection. 

At Naper settlement he rescued his daughter and 

her children from attacking renegades and took 

them across the DuPage River. His grateful son-

in-law, Mark Beaubien, owned a Chicago hotel 

where Shabbona frequently stopped in his later 

years.28  

 

During June more regular army troops arrived at 

Dixon Ferry. Shabbona and other Potawatomi 

were welcomed into the army and given white 

headbands to show they were friendly, but they 

prudently kept apart from the militia.29 Besides 

the 3000 Illinois militia there were those from In-

diana and Cincinnati. Also, President Jackson 

ordered 30 companies of U.S. Army troops to 

head west. They came on boats and landed at 

Chicago, then marched on a path that is now the 

site of Army Trail Road, many of them dying of 

cholera along the way. On the other side in the 

war there were about 200 Sauk, a few Winnebago 

and 100 Potawatomi under Mike Girty.30  

 

By this time the enlistment of some of the militia 

had expired. Young Abraham Lincoln was part of 

this group and led his men back to Ottawa to be 

mustered out. On the way they camped on the 

east side of the Paw Paw Grove. This was Shab-

bona’s sugar camp, where there would have been 

a shelter holding supplies such as boiling kettles, 

bark containers and stirring paddles. The militia, 

evidently eager for some sort of military action, 

raged through the camp, burning and looting. 

They were later reprimanded.31  

 

In Wisconsin Black Hawk’s starving people were 

being followed and harassed, sometimes killed. 
Ever since Black Hawk realized there was no 

hope of aid from Winnebago, Potawatomi or Brit-

ish, he and his band had wanted to return to Io-

wa. Soldiers noted the bark of many slippery elm 

trees stripped for nourishment. Attempts at com-

munication between the Sauk and the soldiers 

constantly failed: Shabbona advised councils; 

Black Hawk tried showing another white flag 

and had more men killed; an attempt by the Sauk 

one night to call out to the troops on the next hill 

was futile because the soldiers did not under-

stand the Sauk language. As the Sauk fled for 

their lives, their trail was littered with cast-off 

pots, clothing, and anything that would slow pro-

gress. The elderly and the young were suffering 

most, their corpses left on the trail. When the 

remnant finally reached the river, some tried to 

build canoes or to swim, though they were dodg-

ing bullets. Ne-wa-se, the sister of a Sauk chief, 

put her baby in a blanket, took the cloth in her 

teeth and hung onto her horse’s tail to cross the 

river.32  

 

Black Hawk was captured and imprisoned at 

Jefferson Barracks. While there, he said that if it 

had not been for Shabbona, the whole Potawato-

mi nation would have joined him and he could 

have continued the war for years.33 When he was 

taken to Washington, he told President Jackson “I 

am a man. You are another. We did not expect to 

conquer the white people. I took up the hatchet to  

 
(Continued on page 13) 
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Y 
ears ago, “character,” with its varied 

meanings, settled itself in one remarka-

ble individual in DeKalb County.  Some-

times a person’s “character” reveals itself in hu-

mor and fun, as in “he’s such a character!”   Or 

“character” may emerge in split-second reac-

tions to dangerous circumstances without 

thought of personal safety.  Paul R. Lehman, 

long-time DeKalb County, Illinois, resident, was 

a “character,” in both senses of the word. 

 

Paul’s 1985 obituary states he was born in 1913 

in Earlville, Illinois. Census records show Paul 

grew up on several farms with his parents and 

two older sisters.  The sisters attended college 

and one of their spouses was a Pulitzer winner.  

Paul did not graduate from high school, instead 

helping on the family farm.  He loved life.  He 

farmed, hauled grain, and was a long-time em-

ployee of DeKalb County Forge.  Paul would 

leave McGirr before sunrise to light the furnaces 

at work.  He was a hammer operator, die polish-

er, and repairer.  The dangerous work required 

head protection, eye shields, a leather apron, 

and steel-toed shoes.    

 

He was a “character.”  His home in McGirr had 

been the village store.  After a shower to remove 

foundry grime, he would lie down in the shade 

on the old store steps to cool off.  He loved his 

old hunting dog and when the dog wearied, 

Paul carried “Benny” home.  When a class ring 

was lost during a neighborhood baseball game 

and darkness fell, Paul told the girl not to worry.  

In the dark, he searched with a flashlight.  The 

next morning, the ring was on the girl’s door-

step.  He took his daughter Linda to a nearby 

farm to see baby pigs.  The farmer mentioned 

the runt wouldn’t sur-

vive in a litter of 13.  Lin-

da looked at her father 

with tears and the piglet 

was carried home in a 

cigar box.  “Peanut” 

grew up to be a pet hog. 

These were signs of this man’s inner character.  

 

Did he look back sometimes?  Lying on that cool 

concrete step, did he look up at the blue sky and 

wonder?  Did he ever think back to that October 

day in 1940 when he risked his life to save a life?  

It was on that day Paul R. Lehman became a he-

ro.  Lehman saved the life of Delbert D. Withey, 

29, manager of the Waterman Seed Milling Com-

pany.  Lehman’s obituary states, “He was 

awarded the Carnegie Foundation medal in 1941 

for his heroism in saving the life of a co-worker.”   

 

The Carnegie Hero Fund Commission was es-

tablished in 1904.  Its mission is “to recognize 

persons who perform acts of heroism in civilian 

life and to provide financial assistance for those 

disabled, and the dependents of those killed, by 

their heroic acts.”  Carnegie’s working definition 

of a hero is “a civilian who voluntarily risks his 

life to an extraordinary degree while saving or 

attempting to save the life of another person.  

The rescuer must have no full measure of re-

sponsibility for the safety of the victim.  There 

must be conclusive evidence to support the act’s 

occurrence, and the act must be called to the 

attention of the commission within two years.”    

 

Evidence was provided in a November 1, 1940, 

letter from Perrie Stills to the Carnegie Founda-

tion. “Paul R. Lehman was the boy who was 

Paul R. Lehman— 

DeKalb County’s Carnegie “Character” 
 by Sherrie Tuntland Martin 
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willing and did enter into a thirty foot deep pit, 

into which Mr. Withey had fallen after having 

been overcome by the fumes of Cyanogas, while 

in the act of using Cyanogas in extermination of 

rats.  Paul entered this bin at the top and went to 

the bottom where he attached a rope to the feet of 

Mr. Withey, and according to authentic infor-

mation, they were both pulled back to the top 

and taken out in unconscious condition.  Most 

certainly this young man should have recognition 

for an act of this kind, knowing well the death-

dealing properties of Cyanogas, and still willing 

to take this chance with his own life, to save the 

life of a friend.”     

 

The Lehman family has retained the Stills letters.  

Stills owned DeKalb’s “StillS--Every Inch A Drug 

Store,” located on the Lincoln Highway.  The two 

capital S’s were part of their store logo. Floyd 

Stills and Perrie Stills were pharmacists and their 

original memo to Mrs. Lehman states, “Hope it 

works out ok.”                                               

 

An April 25, 1941, Carnegie letter to Paul docu-

ments Mr. Perrie Stills and Mr. Waite Embree, 

president of the DeKalb Kiwanis Club, were the 

men who reported the act of heroism. The letter 

states, “Your case, after a thorough investigation, 

was considered at a meeting of the Commission 

held this afternoon, and I have much pleasure in 

informing you that in recognition of your hero-

ism on that occasion the Commission awarded 

you a bronze medal and the sum of five hundred 

dollars to be paid as needed toward the purchase 

of a home or for some other worthy purpose to 

be approved by the committee.”   

 

The Carnegie Foundation published this official 

Carnegie citation: 

PAUL R. LEHMAN 

Waterman, Illinois 

“Paul R. Lehman saved Delbert D. Withey from 

suffocation, Waterman, Illinois, October 30, 1940. 

While spraying a fumigant into an empty grain-

bin that was 23 feet deep and open only at the 

top, Withey, 29, mill manager, was overcome by 

hydrocyanic acid gas and fell to the bottom of the 

bin. Lehman, 27, mill hand alone of eight men 

volunteered to enter the bin. Tying a handker-

chief across his nose and mouth, Lehman walked 

on the rim of the bin, which was a foot wide, to a 

timber that extended upright from the rim. Hold-

ing his breath, he held to the timber, lowered 

himself six feet below the rim, and got footing at 

the end of a slender tie-rod that extended across 

the bin. By means of two other rods at intervals 

of six feet below the first he lowered himself to 

the bottom. A rope was lowered to him, and he 

looped it around Withey's feet. Withey was 

pulled from the bin and was revived. Lehman by 

means of the rods and the timber climbed to the 

top, having been in the bin for a minute and a 

quarter. He walked on the rim to a platform 

flanking the rim and became unconscious. Men 

pulled him onto the 

platform, and he was 

revived. 38661-3206” 

 

In a second letter to 

Mr. Lehman dated 

July 30, 1942, the com-

mission declares: “Mr. 

Eugene Donnelly  re-

ports a title of proper-

ty that you purchased The Carnegie Medal, front and back. 
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Northwestern Rail Road records show that more 

livestock was shipped in and out of Malta be-

tween 1870 and 1890 than any other station be-

tween Chicago and the Mississippi River. This 

probably will not overwhelm the reader until it is 

realized that in those days there were no cattle 

trucks nor transportation other than herders on 

horseback to cover the many miles this area cov-

ered. 

 

Since the railroad passes 

through the center of Malta 

and the stockyard siding 

lay along side it, herds of 

livestock and their drovers 

had to pass through the 

streets of Malta—to the 

chagrin of many residents. 

 

Old timers, now gone, re-

lated to the writer that 

herds of livestock would 

suddenly come plunging through their yards and 

gardens. Clothes on lines on laundry day particu-

larly suffered, and in those days, with outhouses 

predating sewers, it was not uncommon to have 

one upturned, occupied or not. 

 

The flow of livestock was not one way. Some 

farmers had started importing long-horned cattle 

from out west to feed for market. Several accounts 

exist of a solitary horse and buggy approaching 

Malta for grocery shopping, only to suddenly be 

engulfed by a herd of long-horned cattle being 

driven out of town to some distant farm. 

 

Malta’s stockyards had an economic impact that 

served to quiet complaints of the irritated citizens. 

Four hotels and thirteen taverns served to accom-

modate the cattle drovers. The drawback to this 

transient population was comparable to the West-

ern movies on the silver screen and T.V. 

 

The men herding the livestock accumulated a rag-

ing thirst while driving the animals for many 

miles to finally deposit them in the stockyard cor-

ral. The nearest tavern meant refreshments. There 

were hotel rooms to spend the night, and a livery 

stable for the horses was in the center of business. 

 

Fights ensued in the 

taverns and spilled into 

the streets. The one we 

cite here, found at the 

Joiner History Room, 

was reminiscent of the 

dying cowboy in the 

“Streets of Laredo.” A 

20-year-old roustabout, 

recently arrived from 

Iowa by request of the 

authorities there, was 

shot in the abdomen. His name was Charles Giv-

ens and the date was October 1877. 

 

It must be remembered that at that date there 

were no hospitals in DeKalb County. After lying 

on the board sidewalk for a while, in great agony, 

some citizens carried him into a hotel where they 

deposited him on a couch in the lobby. Like the 

cowboy in the “Streets of Laredo” song, he knew 

he must die, but the process took four days. The 

hotel keeper felt he had suffered also, and 

promptly turned in a bill to the DeKalb County 

board for the damage to his property, which in-

cluded fly specks on the curtains and wallpaper 

from flies drawn in by the dying man. The county 

board paid all expenses, including 50 cents for a 

shirt for the man’s burial, but no white linen as the 

cowboy wore in the song. 

Local Stockyards Keep Malta Astir 
by Ivan E. Prall 

Malta Stockyards, c. 1920 



Cornsilk                 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                         winter 2009, vol. 28 no. 4 

10

from Chauncey W. Broughton and in his opinion 

you have a marketable title.  I enclose herewith 

our voucher-check 104223 for $500 in your favor 

in payment of the pecuniary award granted to 

you. Payment is made on condition that you use 

the proceeds to pay for labor and materials for 

construction of the building on the land you as-

sumed for that purpose.  No other use may be 

made of the proceeds.”   

 

Paul and his wife, Florence (Anderson), had been 

living in an upstairs apartment on the historical 

Mercer Farm, just north of Waterman.  The cash 

award was used to purchase the McGirr store 

property and the family maintains ownership.  

Mrs. Lehman lives in a Naperville retirement 

home.  The Lehman children were graduates of 

Waterman High School: Carol, class of 1960; Lin-

da, class of 1965; and Harold, class of 1972.   

 

In all senses of the word, Paul Lehman was a 

character.  His smile, his manner, and his humility 

made it an honor to know him.  Heroes are won-

derful neighbors and the tiny community of 

McGirr is proud to claim DeKalb County’s Carne-

gie Medal of Honor recipient.  The medal will be 

on display at a future historical society meeting. 

The Carnegie webpage, www.carnegiehero.org, 

shares the stories of other medal award winners 

and the Lehman story is there.  

 

Ironically, a few years later, at a railroad crossing 

not far from Waterman’s Withey Mill, Paul was 

hauling ear corn.  His truck was hit by the Bur-

lington Zephyr.  Newspapers reported, “It was 

10:00 am, a direct hit, the corn and truck went fly-

ing as brakes on the train burned in an ineffective 

effort to stop.”   Torches were used to remove the 

truck from the front of the train.  The train was 

unable to continue.  Newspaper photos show a 

ball of wreckage the size of a small car.  Corn was 

packed in every crevice of his truck and the train 

engine.  Paul walked away from the horrific acci-

dent and was hospitalized only for observation.  ♦  

 

 

(Carnegie continued from page 8) 

Much of this wild life, taverns, and hotels came 

to an abrupt end in September 1894, when a huge 

fire destroyed the heart of Malta. The taverns 

bounced back, but town sentiment was running 

against them. Housewives gathered and started 

picketing outside some of the more notorious es-

tablishments, and when one woman committed 

suicide after being beaten by her husband for 

participating in one of these picketing demon-

strations, sentiment in Malta called for a dry 

town. Several years later at election time, this 

came to pass. 

 

Roads improved and trucks and wagons started 

hauling livestock, making cattle drives obsolete. 

The railroad stopped hauling livestock around 

1970 and the stockyards were dismantled. Now a 

block-long green lawn marks their former loca-

tion along the railroad. ♦ 

One of the thirteen taverns in Malta in about 1895 was 
one owned by Billy Van Artsdale, shown here in gal-
luses. 

http://www.carnegiehero.org
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Chase, Illinois 
By Phyllis Kelley 

 

If one wants to check the history of DeKalb Coun-

ty’s lost towns, Chase would take the prize for 

being the most lost. In fact, it is so lost you can 

barely find where it was located a hundred years 

ago. To get there, just follow Somonauk Road 

south from Cortland to Keslinger Road. Turn east 

on Keslinger to where it intersects with the nar-

row gravel road known as Chase Road.  

 

Around 1904, three stations between Aurora and 

DeKalb were erected by the railroad, Duffin, 

Troxel, and Chase, all named after surveyors who 

planned the road. Fred and Elizabeth Pobstman, 

who owned 160 acres of land in the southeast 

quarter of section 4 in Pierce Township, sold sev-

en acres to the Illinois, Iowa and Minnesota Rail-

road to build a depot, grain elevator, a general 

store and lumber yard. In 1906 a well was dug to 

furnish water for the steam engines. At first there 

was an agent at Chase and two passenger trains 

ran between Aurora and DeKalb daily, but later 

the line carried only freight.  

 

In 1910 the population of Chase was 10, which 

consisted of the Pobstman family. The II & M be-

came part of the Chicago, Milwaukee and Gary 

line in 1914. 

 

The young men and boys of the area organized a 

baseball team in 1914 called the Green Socks. 

They didn’t make sports news, but their existence  

 

Lost Communities of DeKalb County 
 

This series highlights some of the “corners,” “groves,” and “postal stops” that 

once existed. Towns still in existence will not be highlighted, except possibly those 

who remain as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society are invited 

to research one of the lost communities and submit an article.  

The few buildings in the original town of Chase are 
shown in this pre-1941 photo. Shown, from the left, the 
only home in the town, general store, elevator (moved to 
Cortland in 1953), depot. 
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is recorded in a local newspaper. 

 

Ron Klein’s family lived in the Chase area. He 

recalls that his grandparents sold their eggs to 

the general store in Chase. One time his grandfa-

ther got in trouble with his grandmother when he 

took the railroad tracks too fast and broke a few 

of the eggs. 

 

The 1940 census of Chase shows a population of 

one; however, in 1941, Holcomb and Dutton 

Lumber Company sold the Chase Grain Compa-

ny to Francis Reynolds. Reynolds and his wife 

had 11 children, and the population jumped to 

13. The Company was multi-faceted, selling coal, 

grain, and lumber and operating a small farm 

hardware store. The commodities were delivered 

to Chase by train, then stored in the coal or feed 

shed until they were trucked to customers by 

Reynolds. 

 

Toby Reynolds, the oldest of the children, now 

living in Sycamore, lived in Chase from the age 

of 11 to 15.  He helped in the family business by 

hauling lumber and grain all around Chicago-

land, especially as WWII raged and hired labor 

was harder to find. Toby recalls the business 

sharing a 13-party telephone line. His father’s 

health forced the family to sell the business and 

move in 1945. 

 

In 1947 the railroad tracks were abandoned and 

removed. With the advent of trucks for transpor-

tation, the railroads were no longer needed to get 

grain and livestock to markets. 

 

In 1953 the grain elevator  was moved to 

Cortland and the depot was sold. The last listing 

for Chase, Illinois, was in the Rand McNally Geo-

graphic Atlas in 1958. Population 2.  

 

On a recent sunny Saturday morning, my daugh-

ter and I went out to see if we could find where 

Chase had been. We found one house at the 

crossroads. It looks like the house in the pre-1941 

picture but with modern additions. Everything 

else is gone.  

 
[Sources:  In 1993 Heather Wood, age 13, did a project for 

the Illinois History Fair on the history of Chase—a copy of 

her work is filed at the Joiner History Room. Various news-

paper clippings, photo of the original town, plat maps from 

JHR archives; interview with Toby Reynolds by Marcia Wil-

son 11/20/09; Ron Klein 11/09; photos by Maureen Kelley 

2009.] ♦ 

The lumberyard, 1948, looking southeast. On the left, 
the Milwaukee Railroad is working its way toward 
DeKalb, tearing up track.  The tall structure in the 
background is the grain elevator that was moved to 
Cortland in 1953. 

The sole remnant of Chase today is the dwelling that 
stands in the northwest corner of the intersection, a 
house that was the home of the only family who lived 
in Chase in the early days. The depot, the country 
store, the railroad track and the grain elevator are all 
gone. 
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revenge injuries which could no longer be 

borne.”34  

 

Shabbona’s friend, Gurdon Hubbard wrote, 

“Because of Shabbona’s efforts in saving the lives 

of whites the Indians through reproach called 

him ‘The White Man’s Friend’ and made repeat-

ed threats to kill him and twice came near carry-

ing them out. They killed his son and nephew 

and hunted him down as if he were a wild 

beast.”35  

 

Thus ended the Black Hawk War.  
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(Shabbona continued from page 6 ) 

Errata 
 

The Fall 2009 issue of Cornsilk carried an article 

titled “The Ellwood Cabin.” The referenced cab-

in should more accurately have been referred to 

as the Miller cabin, since it was built and owned 

by William Miller. It was in later years that the 

cabin became part of the Ellwood holdings. 

 

The photos on the cover attributed to Anna Ma-

rie Coveny where taken by Terry Hannan, su-

perintendent of the DeKalb County Forest Pre-

serve District. 

James Edward Willrett 
1934-2009 

 
DCHGS was saddened to lose Jim  

Willrett, a member of our organiza-

tion and former board member, on 

Veteran’s Day, November 12, 2009, 

after a two-year battle with ALS. Jim 

served as a director on the DCHGS board from 2005 

until 2009, when his health forced his resignation. His 

wife, Bev, serves as the board secretary. Jim dedicated 

his life to the agriculture industry and was active at 

the local, state and national levels for many organiza-

tions and businesses. 

 

We extend our deepest sympathies to Jim’s wife, Bev, 

and his children Jodi, Jacque and Jamie and their fam-

ilies. 
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Minutes of the Meeting, October 10, 2009 
by Sandy Lyon  

 
The meeting at the Sycamore History Museum was called to 
order at 9:39 am by Chair Sandy Lyon. The minutes of the 
last meeting were read by Sandy.  Marilyn Rasmusen, our 
secretary was tragically killed in an auto accident two days 
after our last meeting. A new secretary is needed to complete 
her term. 

Old Business: Website update-Sue Breese was absent. Web 
address confusion: There has been discussion about the diffi-
culty to remember and find our web site. It is consensus that 
we need an acronym or short name that is easy to remember 
for our address. 

New Business: Sandy challenged the group to get local proc-
lamations from Mayors or local officials for National Preser-
vation Week in May. 

There was a discussion of the effectiveness of local newspa-
per response to our objectives. Discussed were Chronicle, 
Mid-Week, Elgin Courier, Northern Star, and Boone County 
Journal. 

Museum displays at remote locations should be covered  by 
insurance. Be sure you have adequate coverage. 

A display at the DeKalb Public Library for Preservation 
week was proposed by Anna Marie Coveny. She will coordi-
nate each group to provide display material in May. The dis-
play area is 4’  x 5’h x 18”d. 

Anna Marie would like to display the 26 posters provided by 
a grant from DCCF for Window on the Community. 

Reports: Dave Woodin Malta – No Report / John Lyon- 
Nov 3&8 The KVHS will have a tribute to the military and 
“Quilts of Valor”. This is a national  endeavor, and is not 
political. The project in our area is coordinated by 
Basketcases Shop in Clare. Quilts are made and donated by 
women in Northern Illinois. The machine quilting is donated 
by Basketcases. Immediately after Veterans’ Day, the quilts 
are shipped to Washington D.C. to be distributed by military 
chaplains to wounded soldiers. The quilts are outstanding! 
Shirley Gylleck from KVHS donates up to 3 quilts each year. 
She is a well known and skilled quilter. November 9 at 7:00 
pm, Barry Schrader will present a program on the history of 
DeKalb County Granges at KVHS. Womens’ History Month 
will be presented on March 7, 14, 21, 28, 2010. Our 2nd An-
nual month long Sunday programs will have a different ex-
cellent program each Sunday. The “Orphan Train Float” that 

we used for the Genoa Parade is available for any group in 
this association to use. / Ann Wright-Parsons from NIU- 
Displays are set-up in groups describing authenticity. A pro-
gram will be at the Holmes Student Center October 12 at 
6pm. The presentation will be discussing water demands and 
pollution. /  Henry Leonard - No report 

Ann Rosenfeld, SHM- Their Fall Festival is today. They 
have a cemetery walk Nov. 3, a brown bag lunch Nov. 5, 
Dec 3, and the Holiday Open House at SHM on Dec 5 at 
1:00 pm. 

Anna Marie- A display of John Wright’s  collection of 
WWII posters and a presentation about the posters  will be 
made by John on Wed Oct 21 at noon, at the Nehring Cen-
ter. Domestic Violence Month at the Women’s Center this 
Month. On Dec 4&5 The Women’s Center will host a Craft/ 
Home Based Business/ Art, event. / Ivan Prall, Malta- No 
Report 

Meeting Program: Today’s program was presented by Di-
anna Cada and YEP. The subject was the “Youth Advisory 
Council” whose name has been changed for clarity, to 
“Youth Engagement of Philanthropy, YEP. “This group is 
comprised of high school youth from across DeKalb County 
and is funded with $10,000 from the DeKalb County Com-
munity  Foundation. The group is assigned to learn of philan-
thropy and distribute the funds to applicants. The guidelines 
are yet to be established for distribution. The group has 
toured several local businesses and organizations. Museum 
groups are invited to apply for grants. YEP asked for loca-
tions for  their meetings. KVHS and NIU Anthropology lo-
cations were volunteered. Several students in the group were 
introduced and spoke about their goals for the program.YEP 
would like to be volunteers for museum special programs. 

Announcements:  Henry Leonard - DCH&GS will meet next 
Wednesday at the DeKalb Fire Dept, 700 Pine St. November 
11, Veterans Day at 7:30 pm a program on the underground 
railroad in Illinois will be held at the NIU Founders Library, 
Rm 403. / Ivan Prall –Future meeting on Rt 66, no date set. 
Ivan Prall will present a program at the DeKalb library on 
his role as a photographer in War in the Pacific.   

Next Meeting will be at the Kishwaukee Valley Heritage 
Society, Genoa, on January 9, 2010, at 9:30 am. 

DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives of 

historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  
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Ahlgard Adelaide  Scarmuzzi 89 10/14/2009 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 10/22/2009 KCR 
Anderson Henry M. 3 11/2/2009 Oshkosh WI 11/5/2009  
Anderson Clinton  96 11/12/2009 Osage IA 11/14/2009  
Andresen Ruth K. Erickson 87 11/10/2009 Rockford  IL/ DeKalb 11/13/2009  
Aspengren Gary Dean 64 10/19/2009 Cortland IL 10/28/2009  
Bailey Ivan E. 78  Kirkland IL 10/9/2009  
Barsic Charles E.  54 9/5/2009 Geneva IL/Maple Park IL 9/9/2009 ABN 
Baumann Wilbur C.  70 8/28/2009 DeKalb IL 8/31/2009  
Beasley Edna M. Woodson 81 8/27/2009 Kirkland IL 9/4/2009  
Beck Steve 46 9/29/2009 Sandwich IL/Batavia IL 10/1/2009 ABN 
Beck Betty Louise Ness 80 10/15/2009 Big Rock IL/Hinckley IL 10/22/2009 KCR 
Belke Roger Alan 53 6/15/2009 DeKalb IL 8/18/2009  
Berg Jack O. 82 8/3/2009 DeKalb IL 8/21/2009  
Brieant Emily G. Willametz 86 10/9/2009 DeKalb IL 10/19/2009  
Brotcke Thomas Paul 46 11/9/2009 Rockford IL 11/13/2009  
Buehler John H. 77 10/27/2009 DeKalb IL 10/29/2009  
Buri Michael G. 50 11/2/2009 Sandwich IL 11/10/2009 VFP 
Busse Daryl 67 10/8/2009 Kirkland IL 10/12/2009  
Buyers,  Charlotte 86 10/14/2009 Somonauk IL 10/16/2009 ABN 
Cadie James L.  76 8/23/2009 DeKalb IL 8/24/2009  
Caldwell Meredith M. Marshall 68 11/4/2009 Genoa IL 11/10/2009  
Calendo Nicholas Philip 23 8/23/2009 Sycamore IL 8/25/2009  
Campbell Virginia D. Crossman 101 11/1/2009 LaMoille IL/Sandwich IL 11/5/2009 KCR 
Campbell Theresa O. Oesterreicher 92 9/20/2009 Maple Park IL 9/23/2009  
Carlson Donald E.    86 10/3/2009 DeKalb IL 10/6/2009  
Cassier Frederick R. 87 10/27/2009 Oak Park IL/Sandwich IL 11/5/2009 KCR 
Charapta David P. 51 11/3/2009 Hinsdale IL/Sandwich IL 11/10/2009 VFP 
Chatas Angelos Tom 88 9/28/2009 Dallas TX 10/2/2009  
Clettenberg Tamara Griswold 66 11/5/2009 Zephyrhills FL 11/14/2009  
Cliffe Gerald Martin 76 9/20/2009 Niles IL 10/3/2009  
Coleman Richard J. 50 9/19/2009 Sycamore IL 9/22/2009  
Collings Jane B. Bischoff 85 10/10/2009 DeKalb IL 10/13/2009  
Cox Helen M. Logan 84 11/8/2009 Shabbona IL/ Lee 11/11/2009  
Craigmile Paul  "Bud" 87 10/28/2009 DeKalb IL 10/30/2009  
Crawford Berton Burnell 85 10/4/2009 Genoa IL 10/8/2009  
Cummins Dollie L. Hatcher 78 10/9/2009 Leachville AR/Sandwich IL 10/11/2009 ABN 
Dander Shanon Romane 40 9/17/2009 DeKalb IL 9/20/2009  
Davis Kendrick Layne Pierce 26 10/4/2009 Somonauk IL/Plano IL 10/6/2009 ABN 
Dienst Dale W. 93 9/28/2009 Somonauk IL 10/1/2009 ABN 
Dillon Dennis P.  56 11/6/2009 Easton MD 11/10/2009  
Dixson Arline Christensen Campbell 84 9/15/2009 Hinckley IL 9/17/2009 ABN 
Douglas Betty Jane White 75 10/18/2009 White Heath 10/22/2009  
Duran Darlene F. Hammond 48 8/16/2009 Sycamore IL 8/19/2009  
Durtche Commander Carl W. Jr. 87 11/7/2009 DeKalb IL 11/11/2009  
Dyer Donald F. 16 10/18/2009 Gulf Port MS/Sandwich IL 10/21/2009 ABN 
Eade Fern Elizabeth Swank 82 9/2/2009 Manassas VA/Sandwich IL 9/3/2009 ABN 
Eichhorst Margaret K. Urbanski 79 10/5/2009 DeKalb IL 10/6/2009  
Esche Marcia S. Siggelkoe 87 8/29/2009 LaSalle IL 9/2/2009  
Ewing Mary Ellen Lewis 89 9/19/2009 Terre Haute IN 9/24/2009  
Ferris Gerald E. 92 10/18/2009 Sandwich IL 10/20/2009 ABN 
Foose Mary E.  McMicken 85 9/28/2009 Aurora IL 10/1/2009  
Ford Dr. Karen Kay  65 10/29/2009 Duncan OK 10/31/2009  
Foss Carolyn E. Griffin 79 9/12/2009 Malta IL 9/14/2009  
Franklin Donna Jean Rients 62 10/20/2009 Somonauk IL/Plano IL 10/22/2009 ABN 
Franklin Rita S. Veith 68 11/6/2009 Philadelphia PA/Sandwich IL 11/12/2009 KCR 
Freeman Ruth Isabelle Sabin 95 9/14/2009 DeKalb IL/ Dundee IL 9/16/2009  
Fritsch Ardath G. Niles 92 11/10/2009 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 11/12/2009 KCR 
Furman Marion A. Wiltse 89 11/8/2009 DeKalb IL 11/10/2009  
Gliddon Almer T.  92 10/3/2009 Sugar Grove/ Elburn 10/7/2009  
Gormley Thomas John 82 9/14/2009 New Rochelle NY 10/3/2009  
Gregor Robert D. Mac 51 11/1/2009 FL 11/14/2009  
Gross Raymond J.  10/16/2009 Kankakee IL 10/19/2009  
Guerin Lois Marjorie Nordberg 90 11/5/2009 St Louis MO 11/7/2009  
Guerrettaz William A. Sr. 86 10/6/2009 Shabbona IL/ Flora 10/8/2009  
Guse Karen L. Schubert 69 10/30/2009 Sious Falls SD 11/2/2009  
Guymon Al L. 92 8/23/2009 Rockford IL/ DeKalb IL 8/26/2009  
Habermaier Jerome F. 76 9/6/2009 DeKalb IL 9/8/2009  
Haberstich Dennis M. 43 9/6/2009 Kingston IL 9/10/2009  
Hallock Thomas Donald 39 10/24/2009 Aurora IL/Sandwich IL 10/29/2009 ABN 
Hamilton Dale A. 77 9/10/2009 Normal IL/ DeKalb IL 9/15/2009  
Hammett Kathryn A. Yankow 62 9/13/2009 DeKalb IL 9/16/2009  
Hammett Margaret  Mary Klemm 91 11/7/2009 DeKalb IL 11/11/2009  
Hannon Maretta Jean Stark 74 11/5/2009 San Antonio TX 11/13/2009  
Hanson Adele Lund 86 11/12/2009 Byron IL/Sandwich IL 11/19/2009 KCR 
Hart Dorothy Smith 65 8/15/2009 Shabbona IL 8/17/2009  
Hartling Alexander M. 21 9/20/2009 DeKalb IL/ Long Grove 9/24/2009  
Hartmann Eunice Wallin  99 10/4/2009 DeKalb IL 10/6/2009  
Hartmann William E. 75 10/6/2009 Shabbona IL 10/8/2009  
Harvey Thomas D. 61 9/21/2009 DeKalb IL 9/26/2009  
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Haug  Donald E. "Don" 76 9/12/2009 Maple Park IL 9/15/2009  
Haughawout Jerome R. "Jay" 85 8/27/2009 Charleston IL 9/1/2009  
Hayes Lorraine A. Harrington 85 9/26/2009 DeKalb IL 9/28/2009  
Heller Florence L. Lund 97 9/11/2009 DeKalb IL/ Hampshire IL 9/15/2009  
Henigan Dorothy F. VanLister 87 9/2/2009 Sycamore IL 9/3/2009  
Heriaud Margretta Isabel  Marvick 92 10/22/2009 Waterman IL 10/23/2009  
Herrmann Geraldine  V. Kesteleyn 97 8/18/2009 Hampshire IL 8/20/2009  
Hickerson Richard H. 88 10/7/2009 Rochelle IL 10/9/2009  
Hickey Lois E. Hart 88 10/7/2009 Shabbona IL 10/9/2009  
Hill William Neal 66 9/1/2009 Ramsey IL/Sandwich IL 9/3/2009 ABN 
Hipps Dorothy E. Pobstman 82 10/8/2009 Sycamore IL 10/10/2009  
Holloway Bernice "Bee"Crowley 95 11/4/2009 DeKalb IL 11/6/2009  
Hood Daniel L. 51 9/19/2009 Phoenix AZ 9/25/2009  
Huffaker Lois  A.  Schaeffer 73 10/24/2009 Shabbona IL 10/27/2009  
Humphries Earlene Dockins 79 9/5/2009 DeKalb IL/ Bernie MO 9/9/2009  
Itkonen Hikka T. Aalto 81 10/15/2009 DeKalb IL 10/17/2009  
Jacob Norbert  81 9/20/2009 Huntley IL 9/22/2009  
Jacobson Nora L. Little 89 10/20/2009 Sycamore IL 10/23/2009  
Jaros-Ford Barbara  Smithey 60 8/28/2009 New Albany MS/Sycamore IL 9/2/2009 ABN 
Johnson Elmer L.  91 9/17/2009 DeKalb IL 9/19/2009  
Johnson Jane L. Mathre 83 10/28/2009 Leland IL 10/30/2009  
Johnson Dorothy A. Ryan 82 11/7/2009 Cortland IL 11/10/2009  
Johnson Lester H.  92 11/10/2009 Sycamore IL 11/12/2009  
Jones Eileen P. Morgan 59 8/31/2009 Chicago IL/DeKalb IL 9/3/2009 ABN 
Kanter Evelyn E. Brauer 91 10/2/2009 DeKalb IL 10/5/2009  
Kardaras Eugenia G. Rigopoulos 77 8/26/2009 Galena IL/ DeKalb IL 8/29/2009  
Keck Kathryn M. Walsh 92 9/16/2009 Morris IL 9/18/2009  
Keenan Ronald Lorenz 52 7/2/2009 Sandwich IL/Las Vegas NV 10/6/2009 ABN 
Keenan Rosella Olson Schreiner 89 10/31/2009 Newark IL/Sandwich IL 11/5/2009 KCR 
Keys William P. Sr. 60 8/31/2008 Burton's Ridge IL 9/2/2009  
Killian Jeanne B. 84 9/12/2009 Venica FL/ DeKalb IL 9/26/2009  
Knaack George  F. 92 11/9/2009 Genoa IL 11/12/2009  
Kraft Danny Lawrence 63 10/1/2009 Canyon City CO 11/14/2009  
Krpan Milan  76 10/9/2009 DeKalb IL 10/12/2009  
Kubicz Sonia Brenko 90 9/27/2009 DeKalb IL/ Franklin Park 9/30/2009  
Kuehlem Terry Anderson Smith 56  Sandwich IL 10/11/2009 ABN 
Kuhn Annabelle M.  Schwerer 93 10/24/2009 Naperville IL 10/26/2009  
Lake Dean N. 90 10/8/2009 Waterman IL/Earlville IL 10/13/2009 ABN 
Lampard Russell J. 50 10/15/2009 Genoa IL  10/20/2009  
Landers Robert H. 77 11/3/2009 Ottawa IL/Somonauk IL 11/12/2009 KCR 
Lane Rosemary B. M.D. 73 8/22/2009 Parkville MD 8/25/2009  
Lanley Johnny L. 59 8.21/2009 DeKalb IL 8/24/2009  
Lawrence Clarence Charles  91 10/29/2009 Sycamore IL 10/31/2009  
Leber Rudolph John 68 8/13/2009 Sycamore IL 8/17/2009  
Lemay Hattie Louise Edwards 89 9/24/2009 DeKalb IL 9/25/2009  
Lemke Howard S. 83 9/21/2009 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 9/24/2009 ABN 
Litwiller Martin Lawrence  44 9/28/2009 Ashburn Mass/ Normal  10/6/2009  
Lumbert Stephanie Lynne Taber 41 9/18/2009 Sycamore IL/Roodhouse IL 9/24/2009 ABN 
Luttrell Orven Edgar 80 10/27/2009 Sandwich IL/ Haleyville AL 11/5/2009 KCR 
Lynn Phillip A. 60 9/4/2009 DeKalb IL 9/7/2009  
Mannis Ronald E. 54 10/9/2009 Sycamore IL 10/12/2009  
Marks Charles F. 80 10/3/2009 Zeeland MI 10/7/2009  
Marshall Jeanette I Seibert 85 11/10/2009 Sandwich IL/Montgomery IL 11/19/2009 KCR 
Martin Eugene Milton 89 9/5/2009 Logan UT/ DeKalb IL 10/10/2009  
Massier John L. "Jack" 84 11/3/2009 DeKalb IL 11/5/2009  
Mathey Janet L. Chaplin 73 8/21/2009 Kingston IL 8/24/2009  
Matthews Dean Burton 60 8/10/2009 Genoa IL/ Chicago IL 10/10/2009  
Mau Juliet  Ione Lund 93 11/10/2009 DeKalb IL 11/13/2009  
McBride Melvin E. 79 8/29/2009 Sycamore IL 9/1/2009  
McCormack Evelyn Wilrett  10/26/2009 Dallas TX 10/31/2009  
McCoy Kelly Leone Keutzer 43 9/16/2009 Aurora IL 9/22/2009  
McDermitt Hugh 98 10/8/2009 DeKalb IL 10/10/2009  
McKee Brian J.  38 9/21/2009 Hinckley IL 9/23/2009  
Mennerick Charles "Skip" 29 10/23/2009 Elburn IL 10/24/2009  
Meyer Robert J.  78 10/3/2009 Leland IL/Somonauk IL 10/4/2009 ABN 
Mikez Anne Marie 83 10/11/2009 DeKalb IL 10/14/2009  
Monger Carolyn Norrby 95 6/12/2009 Moselle MS 8/28/2009  
Mrozek Marjorie A. Holsker 73 10/7/2009 Belvidere IL  10/9/2009  
Mull  Richard F.  74 10/28/2009 Shabbona / DeKalb IL 10/31/2008  
Mullins LaVerne G. 92 8/25/2009 Lee IL 8/27/2009  
Mullins Phyllis E. Rich 97 10/20/2009 DeKalb IL 10/22/2009  
Nelson Ivan Morton 87 11/7/2009 Sandwich IL/Newark IL 11/12/2009 KCR 
Nelson Marion Gehrke 92 8/19/2009 Maple Park IL 8/22/2009  
Nevins Eva Lindeberg  95 8/16/2009 DeKalb IL 8/18/2009  
Newton Curtis L. Eisenberg 73 8/21/2009 Brazil IN/Sandwich IL 8/25/2009 ABN 
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Newton Janet Larson 66 11/2/2009 Aurora IL 11/4/2009  
Nisbet Richard Louis "Nick" 83 8/7/2009 Cheyenne WY 8/18/2009  
Oakland Milo Thomas Jr. 87 9/19/2009 Dunwoody GA 9/26/2009  
Odom M. C. 76 11/10/2009 Arlington TX/ DeKalb 11/12/2009  
Okapal John F. 82 9/12/2009 Aurora IL/Sandwich IL 9/14/2009 ABN 
Olson Dennis H. 60 8/19/2009 DeKalb IL 8/22/2009  
Olson Martha Lucille Strack 89 9/3/2009 Warner Robins GA 9/24/2009  
Olson John Norman 89 10/17/2009 Sycamore IL 10/20/2009  
Pahaly Bruce H. 64 10/26/2009 The Villages FL 11/2/2009  
Paige Ruth A. Ziegler 70 11/2/2009 Lake Havasu City AZ 11/9/2009  
Pape Joseph Arthur 87 9/5/2009 Monterey CA 10/31/2009  
Pauley Russell William 54 9/28/2009 Powder Springs GA 10/10/2009  
Pearcy C. Robert  93 8/29/2009 Clare IL 8/31/2009  
Pedersen Alvin P. 87 9/14/2009 Genoa IL 9/17/2009  
Pederson Arthur A. 86 8/15/2009 Somonauk IL/Ottawa IL 8/17/2009 ABN 
Percy James A. "Bud" 85 10/9/2009 Oak Park IL/Sandwich IL 10/15/2009 KCR 
Perez Eugenio 85 10/19/2009 Shabbona / DeKalb IL 10/21/2009  
Perrot Beulah Lucille Barding 83 10/23/2009 Hamblin Co TN/Sandwich IL 10/25/2009 ABN 
Peters Gregory P. 33 9/30/2009 Rochelle IL 10/2/2009  
Petersen Phyllis Marie Struck 65 10/19/2009 Hampshire IL 10/22/2009  
Petersen Bernice Davolt Hubbartt 85 11/6/2009 Macon MO/Hinckley IL 11/9/2009  
Peterson Gerald L. 62 9/25/2009 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 9/27/2009 ABN 
Petrakovitz Brent A. 44 9/6/2009 DeKalb IL/ Lombard 9/11/2009  
Poff Maxine Campbell  90 9/21/2009 Weldon IL 10/6/2009  
Politsch Ardith  Keene 87 8/28/2009 Waterman IL/PawPaw IL 8/31/2009 ABN 
Powers Donna Jean  75 10/10/2009 Tucson AZ 10/31/2009  
Ramme Howard Francis 94 9/28/2009 Genoa IL 9/29/2009  
Rappa Rosaline C. Stefanski 60 9/14/2009 DeKalb IL 9/17/2009  
Reno Wayne C. 50 10/30/2009 Elmhurst IL/Hinckley IL 11/5/2009 KCR 
Riihimaki Helene M. Rintala 84 8/28/2009 DeKalb IL 8/31/2009  
Roberts Thomas H. Jr. 85 9/12/2009 DeKalb IL 9/14/2009  
Roberts Mary D. Noel "Donnie" 86 10/4/2009 St Charles IL 10/7/2009  
Rosenkrans Katherine C.  70 10/20/2009 Paw Paw IL 10/23/2009  
Rumney Robert J. 83 10/28/2009 Somonauk IL/Daytona Beach FL 11/10/2009 VFP 
Rutan Steven Michael 50 8/23/2009 Cortland IL 8/26/2009  
Schroeder Ruth M.  Cook 83 10/29/2009 Sandwich IL/Belvidere IL 11/10/2009 VFP 
Schuhknecht MaryLouise M. Freeman 86 10/28/2009 Genoa IL 10/30/2009  
Sears Mary E. McCormick 72 9/22/2009 DeKalb IL/ Wood Dale IL 9/25/2009  
Setchell Christina Marie Bennick 53 8/15/2009 DeKalb IL 8/17/2009  
Seyller Marion Jennie Susina 88 10/8/2009 Sycamore IL/ Burlington 10/10/2009  
Shearer Jerrold Lee 69 8/30/2009 DeKalb IL 9/5/2009  
Shuetz Ruth Rex 97 9/23/2009 Mendota IL/ Paw Paw IL 9/26/2009  
Sibley Frederick  C. 71 11/2/2009 Sycamore IL 11/5/2009  
Siebens George A. 77 8/22/2009 Maple Park IL/DeKalb IL 8/25/2009 ABN 
Singleton James D. 84 10/29/2009 DeKalb IL 10/31/2009  
Smith Troy D. 75 8/28/2009 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 8/30/2009 ABN 
Stach Dr. William F. 69 10/19/2009 DeKalb IL 10/21/2009  
Starkey Dorothy Rose Towle 89 9/25/2009 Genoa IL 9/30/2009  
Stefani Lavon J. Rezner 97 9/6/2009 DeKalb IL 9/9/2009  
Stone Captain Joseph Sarber 77 10/2/2009 Genoa IL 10/3/2009  
Strand  Warren L.  65 9/21/2009 Hinckley IL 10/1/2009  
Strom Julette Donstad 93 8/19/2009 Madison WI/ Freeport IL 8/20/2009  
Stroud Chad Smoltich 39 10/5/2009 Rochelle IL 10/10/2009  
Swedberg Helen B. Burke 97 10/29/2009 DeKalb IL 10/31/2009  
Taylor Mary L. Forrest 72 9/3/2009 DeKalb IL 9/8/2009  
Thompson Frederick  C. 69 10/26/2009 Genoa IL 10/28/2009  
Thompson Matthew A. 36 11/4/2009 Sycamore IL 11/7/2009  
Tilley Esther D. Austin 100 9/14/2009 Genoa IL 9/17/2009  
Tira Louis  95 10/22/2009 Coal City IL 10/27/2009  
Tischer James  59 8/18/2009 Kirkland IL 8/21/2009  
Tuggle Gloria J. Phipps 79 11/12/2009 DeKalb IL 11/14/2009  
Twadell Jean A. Underhill 67 11/4/2009 Sycamore IL 11/10/2009  
Vancil Orletta Mae Tucker 82 8/21/2009 DeKalb IL 8/24/2009  
VanWinkle Bernice J. Hanson 97 8/21/2009 Sheridan IL/Sandwich IL 8/23/2009 ABN 
Vetere Rev. Jeanne Irene Kelly 82 9/15/2009 FL/ Melrose, MA 9/22/2009  
Warzecha Lorraine Clara Herman 85 9/4/2009 Sycamore IL 9/8/2009  
Weiss Robert  86 10/21/2009 Genoa IL 10/24/2009  
Wells Viola Leslie  94 10/6/2009 Wheaton IL 10/10/2009  
Welsh Margaret Wells "Peggy" 80 8/25/2009 DeKalb IL 8/28/2009  
Wesson Gladys C. Cortright 98 11/14/2009 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 11/19/2009 KCR 
White Francis H. "Bud" 87 9/2/2009 Maple Park IL/Elburn IL 9/3/2009 ABN 
Whitley Diane Lynn  54 8/11/2009 Algonquin IL 8/26/2009  
Wildey Donald E.    87 10/22/2009 DeKalb IL 10/24/2009  
Williams Vera Nancy Trowbridge 91 9/24/2009 Waterman IL/Steward IL 9/27/2009 ABN 
Willit Victor Edward 83 8/29/2009 Belvidere IL/ Kirkland IL 8/31/2009  
Wilson Opal M. Suddeth 88 11/2/2009 Malta IL 11/3/2009  
Wright Laura B. Kaiser 81 9/11/2009 Goodland Kan. 9/14/2009  
Wruck George E. 88 10/21/2009 Kirkland IL 10/23/2009  
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Index for Cornsilk 2009 

INDEX OF QUARTERLIES    Yr      Vol   No  Pg  INDEX OF QUARTERLIES    Yr      Vol   No   Pg  

Arlington Furniture, DeKalb, c WWII 2009  28 2    3 
Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, min. 1/09 2009 28 1 15 
Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, min. 10/08 2009 28 1 14 
Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, min. 10/09 2009 28 4 15 
Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, min. 4/09 2009 28 2 15 
Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, min. 7/09 2009 28 3 15 
Black Hawk War, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 4 1 
Buckingham, John, saloon location 2009 28 1 8 
Carnegie Foundation, award to Lehman 2009 28 4 7 
Carnegie Medal, photo 2009 28 4 8 
Chase, Illinois, a history, photos 2009 28 4 11 
Chief Shabbona, part 2 2009 28 1 1 
Chief Shabbona, part 3 2009  28 2     1 
Chief Shabbona, part 4 2009 28 3 1 
Chief Shabbona, part 5 2009 28 4 1 
Chief Shabbona, sketch 2009 28 1 1 
Commercial Trust/Savings, DeKalb, constructed 2009 28 1 8 
Davis family, massacre near Harding, 1832 2009 28 4 4 
DeKalb air field, test flights, WWII 2009  28 2  cover 
DeKalb Bank building 2009 28 1 7 
DeKalb County Historical Resources, listing 2009 28 2  cover 
DeKalb County Historical Resources, listing 2009 28 3  cover 
DeKalb County Historical Resources, listing 2009 28 4  cover 
DeKalb Pioneered the Guided Missile 2009  28 2     3 
Ellwood Cabin, The  2009 28 3 8 
Ellwood/Miller cabin, photos 2009 28 3  cover 
Elmberg’s Economy Store, Earnest F. 2009 28 1 8 
Engh farm, re Sycamore History Museum 2009 28 1 9 
Epidemics and Diseases 2009 28 3 9 
Family History Library (SLC), contact info 2009 28 2 11 
Featured Resource: Sycamore History Museum 2009 28 1 9 
G.A.R., definition 2009 28 1 11 
General Electric, DeKalb, c WWII 2009  28 2     3 
Givens, Charles, shot at Malta 1877 2009 28 4 9 
Glidden, Joseph, house erected 2009 28 1 7 
Greentown School, photo 2009 28 3 7 
Greentown, Illinois, a history, photos 2009 28 3 6 
Guided missles, prototypes in DeKalb, photos 2009  28 2  cover 
Hall family, massacre near Harding, 1832 2009 28 4 4 
Home Remedies, list 2009 28 3 12 
Hueber, Gotleib, letter from J. Willrett mid-1800s 2009 28 2 10 
Immigrants, 2 letters from Jakob Willrett 2009 28 2 10 
Index, 2009 Cornsilk 2009 28 4 14 
Indian Creek Massacre 2009 28 4 4 
Indian Villages in IL 1673-1832, graph 2009 28 1 1 
Interstate Aircraft factory, c WWII, aerial photo 2009  28 2  cover 
Japanese freighter, Guadalcanal, photo 2009 28 2 5 
Jarvis, James, memories of family at Snell 2009 28 1 6 
Klein family, Ron, re Chase, IL 2009 28 4 11 
Knight, Samuel, sketch of residence 2009 28 1 6 
Lehman, Paul R., Carnegie Medal of Honor 2009 28 4 7 
Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb, photos 2009 28 1  cover 
Local Stockyards Keep Malta Astir 2009 28 4 9 
Lost Communities series: Chase, IL 2009 28 4 11 
Lost Communities series: Greentown, IL 2009 28 3 6 
Lost Communities series: Ross Grove, IL 2009 28 2 7 
Lost Communities series: Snell, IL 2009 28 1 5 
Malta, Illinois, and stockyards 2009 28 4 9 

McGirr, Illinois, re Paul Lehman 2009 28  4  10 
Miller, Wm., builds cabin 2009 28 3 8 
Miller/Ellwood cabin, photos 2009 28 3      cover 
Nelson, Floyd, re Miller cabin relocated 2009 28 3 8 
North Grove School, open house invitation 2009 28 2      cover 
Nostalgic Apron, poem 2009 28 1      cover 
Obituaries 11/16/08-2/15/09 2009 28 1 16 
Obituaries 2/16/09-5/15/09 2009 28 2 16 
Obituaries 5/16/09-8/15/09 2009 28 3 46 
Obituaries 8/16/09-11/15/09 2009 28 4 16 
Old Settler’s Assn. Meeting, 1898, photo 2009 28 3 4 
Olmstead Museum, Somonauk 2009 28 2 6 
Perry, Ezra Alonzo, blacksmith shop owner 2009 28 1 8 
Potawatomi, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 2 1 
Potawatomi, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 3 1 
Potawatomi, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 1 1 
Potawatomi, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 4 1 
Rasmusen, Marilyn, tribute, photos 2009 28 3 5 
Raymond, McInerney, re Ross Grove Cem. 2009 28 2 8 
Reynolds, Francis, family lived at Chase 2009 28 4 12 
Reynolds, Toby, remembrances of Chase 2009 28 4 12 
Ross Grove Cemetery, photo 2009 28 2 8 
Ross Grove School, class photo c 1890 2009 28 2 9 
Ross Grove, Illinois, a history, photos 2009 28 2 7 
Russell Forest Preserve, cabin relocated 2009 28 3 8 
Schilling, Tim, re Ross Grove Cemetery 2009 28 2 8 
Shabbona (Chief), family 2009 28 3 2 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum, news 2009 28 2 12 
Snell, Illinois, a history, sketch 2009 28 1 5 
Somonauk, IL, re Union Hall 2009 28 2 6 
Stills, Perrie & Floyd, re Lehman nomination 2009 28 4 7 
Story Behind a Stone Wall, blacksmith shop 2009 28 1 7 
Sycamore History Mus., Smithsonian exhibit 2009 28 2 12 
Tecumseh, the Shawnee, sketch 2009 28 1 2 
Tidbit Treasures from Joiner History Room 2009 28 3 14 
Tidbit Treasures from Joiner History Room 2009 28 1 11 
Tried & True Household Hints 2009 28 2 13 
Union Hall, Somonauk 2009 28 2 6 
Van Artsdale, Billy, Malta tavern, photo 2009 28 4 10 
Vaughn, Phineas, blacksmith shop, photo 2009 28 1 7 
Vaughn, Phineas, photo 2009 28 1 8 
Vaughn, Silas T. and Silas O. 2009 28 1 8 
V-mail, definition 2009 28 1 11 
War of 1812, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 1 2 
Willrett, Jakob, letter to G. Hueber mid-1800s 2009 28 2 10 
Willrett, James, tribute 2009 28 4 13 
Winnebago War, re Chief Shabbona 2009 28 2 1 
Withey, Delbert D., mill accident, re Lehman 2009 28 4 7 
Wurlitzer Company, DeKalb, c WWII  2009  28  2       3 
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ALSO 
All available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178 
 
Some may also be purchased at : Sycamore Coin Gallery, 
320 W. State Street, Sycamore, IL 60178 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 
Boies History of DeKalb County SOLD OUT 25.00 
Capt. Benj. Page of American Revolution, Sycamore 15.00 
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel    15.00 
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  
      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 
Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 
Sycamore According to Luke (McLagan) SOLD OUT 15.00 
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 
1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 
 
CORNSILK QUARTERLY 
Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 
Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  
 Circle those desired: 
 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Sumer, Fall 
 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 
 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 
 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  
 2005/ vol 24: Spring; Summer; Fall; Winter 
 Others: ____________________________ 
 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling           ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk for postage/handling      ________ 

Grand Total Enclosed        $ ________ 
 
 
MAIL TO 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 
Afton 7.00 
Cortland 8.00 
DeKalb (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 
Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 
Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 
Franklin                      8.00 
Genoa     10.00 
Kingston  8.00 
Malta  8.00 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 
Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 
Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb    16.50 
Paw Paw  8.00 
Pierce  8.00 
Pleasant Hill, Mayfield  8.00 
Sandwich  8.00 
Shabbona  8.00 
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2004 edition    20.00 
South Grove                                                            10.00 
Squaw Grove  9.00 
Sycamore Twp, 1980                                              10.00 
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 
Victor            7.00 
 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    
  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 
Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 
Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 
DeKalb 16.00       19.50             
 Ward 1 City                     10.00 
 Ward 2 City                   10.00 
 Ward 3 City                     10.00 
 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
Franklin   9.00 10.50 
Genoa   9.00 10.50 
Kingston   9.00 10.50 
Malta 10.00 10.50 
Mayfield   9.00   8.50 
Milan   8.00   9.50 
Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 
Pierce   9.00   8.50 
Shabbona 11.00 11.50 
Somonauk 24.00 27.00 
South Grove   8.00   7.50 
Squaw Grove   9.00 10.50 
Sycamore 22.00 32.00 
Victor   9.00   8.50 
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
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DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  
Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail to 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   
 
Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Household/Family Membership $15 ________ 

Contributing Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $40  ________ 

Organization/Group Membership  $15 ________ 

Lifetime Membership $200  ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb 
Barb City Motorcycle Museum 

www.pierceh-d.com 
815-756-3226 

 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

(815)756-7904 
www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email: gliddenhomestead@ 
juno.com 

 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

www.bios.niu.edu/gurler 
815-756-4259 

 
Nehring Gallery 

www.nehringgallery.org 
E-mail: director@nehringgallery. 
org 
815-758-6363 

 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/
index.cfm 
815-753-1779 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.hinckleyhistorical 

society.com 
815-286-7443 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

815-522-6260 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
MaltaHistGenSoc.htm 
815-384-3481/815-825-2367 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.com 
E-mail: ope-
rahouse@sannauk.com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

www.prairienet.com/stonemill/ 
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/ 
E-mail: slrmuseum@aol.com 
(general) 
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
(research) 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
Shabbona Historical Society 

815-824-2422 
 
Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

815-498-2417/815-228-1474 
 
Sycamore 
DeKalb County Historical &  
Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 
Leonard@math.niu.edu 

 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
JoinerHistoryRoom/
home_page.htm 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ dek-
albcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
Midwest Museum of Natural  
History 

www.mmnh.org 
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org 
815-895-9777 

 
North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: in-
fo@northgroveschool.org 

 
Sycamore History Museum 

www.sycamorehistory.org 
E-mail: sychist@tbc.net 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-264-7773/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 
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