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Pen and Ink Captures Railroad History

Ten pen-and-ink sketches, most depicting county railroad history, have been
captured by DeKalb artist Robert ]. Myers over the past decade. Images
include depots at Cortland, DeKalb, Genoa, Shabbona Grove, Sycamore (2),
and Waterman; the Kate Shelley train, above; the DeKalb County courthouse;
and the Sycamore Library, home of the Joiner History Room. Notecards are
available through DCHGS (see page 19) with proceeds benefitting the Society.

April 14 DCHGS Annual Meeting and Banquet, $21.00, Indian Oaks County Club, Shabbona
5:30 Social, 6:00 Dinner; Reservations required by April 7 to Sue Breese, 815-756-4533




_~

DeKalb County Historical -
Genealogical Society

President
Ronald G. Klein, DeKalb

Vice President
Sue Breese, DeKalb

Secretary
Bev Willrett, Malta

Treasurer
A.A. (Bud) Burgin, DeKalb

Directors
Wendell Chestnut, Hinckley
Bob Hutcheson, Malta
Henry Leonard, DeKalb
Barry Schrader, DeKalb
Virginia Poust Wirsing, Rockford

Past President
Averil Schreiber, Kingston

Cornsilk Editor
Marcia Wilson, Sycamore

Committee Chairs:

Membership & Corres. Secretary
Sherrie & Terry Martin,
Waterman

Publications
Ron Klein, DeKalb

DeKalb County Historical-
Genealogical Society meetings
are wusually held the second
Wednesday of the month at Oak-
crest Little Theater, 2944 Green-
wood Acre Dr., DeKalb, 7:00 p.m.

Events of interest
around the county . . .

Now-April 21 Nehring Gallery: DeKalb Ag Memories. Open
Sun 2-4 and Wed 11-2. Gallery talks April 7 & 21,
noon, free.

April 26-May 6 NIU School of Art: Scholarship Art Exhibit.
Open M-F.

May 1 DeKalb Twp: Evergreen Cemetery Walk, 7" &
Taylor, DeKalb, 2 pm.

May 2 DeKalb Twp: Oakwood Cemetery Walk, 615 N. 1%,
DeKalb, 2 pm.

April 1-30 DeK Area Women's Center: Community Windows-
Another Look. 26 DeKalb Co. cultural organizations
are highlighted in poster displays and exhibits. Open
Apr 10 11am-2 pm, Apr 16 & 23 7-9 pm, free

April 15 S-L-R Museum: Pancake Supper, 4:30-7:00 pm,
Shabbona Fire Barn, 103 E. Navaho; adults $6/kids $2

April 17 Glidden Homestead: Divas Dish: Grandma’s Secret
Recipes, taste-tasting at Barsema Alumni Center,
NIU. Tickets $30 advance/$40 door, 6-9 pm;
815-756-7904.

April 21 Kirkland Hist Soc: Native Americans of the Kirkland

Area, 7 pm, Show & Tell, at Quiram-Kirkland Chapel

May 15 Glidden Homestead: Open House-Open Barn, 1-4 pm.
Music on the Porch 1:30.

May 30 Sycamore History Museum: Days on the Farm by
Carrie Meyer, 7 pm, free

June 3 Sycamore History Museum: Our Agricultural Heritage
and County Fairs by Al Golden, noon, Free

June 7 Sycamore History Museum: Barns in Illinois by
Kanfer Photography; at DeKalb County Farm
Bureau

June 26-27 NGS Assn.: North Grove School Days. Activities,
tours, bake sale, food. Sat 11-4, Sun 1-4, free.

June 30 Sycamore History Museum: Orion Samuelson, at
DeKalb County Farm Bureau, 7 pm

Cornsilk is published by the DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society in the months of March, June, Sep-
tember, and December. The deadline for submission of information is the 15th of the month prior to publication.
Send submissions to: Marcia Wilson, Cornsilk, 433 S. California St., Sycamore, lllinois 60178; or
mwilson25@tbcnet.com. Back issues are available for $5.00 plus $1.00 shipping each. See order form,

page 19.
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After the War

Even though the
Black Hawk War had
ended, settlers were

still ~afraid; many
Taken from Portrait and Bio- slept in their lofts,
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., . .
1885 men lying on their

guns. When in the
field, one would stand guard.!

The Potawatomi also felt worried. During the
war many had camped near the Chicago Indian
Agency “so the Americans would know they
were neutral.” Therefore, crops planted in the
spring were not tended and the harvest was
poor. Now, fearful whites refused to trade with
them. This led to thieving, begging and loss of
honor through public whippings. The next win-
ter’s severity set their desperate leaders up for
the unfair treaties to come.?

Shabbona had been Peace Chief of the Three Fires
from 1812 to 1832, but taking sides against his
own kind ruined his standing. “He was looked
upon with that kind of loathing we have for Ben-
edict Arnold,” wrote Perry Armstrong. Crushed
and vengeful natives did not understand that his
admiration for certain Americans and American
culture might help their people. For a while after
Black Hawk's capture, he took refuge on the
south side of the Illinois River.?

He did appear in April of 1833 in Ottawa as
bondsman for Kewasee, one of those who
attacked the Davis settlement. Kewasee and two
others were furnished bonds of $1000 each. In the
absence of convincing testimony, no one was in-

Part 6 of 7
Chief Shabbona

by Marilyn Rasmusen

dicted. The Hall girls had known Kewasee at the
Massacre by his facial scar, but he wore paint at
the trial and they did not recognize him.* Possi-
bly, they knew him but considered him a mere
bystander during the attack.

In summer of 1833 the government announced a
meeting to be held at a time when annuities were
handed out in a yearly bedlam at Chicago. The
government wanted to buy territory. The Pota-
watomi said, “The Great Father opened his ears
to a bad bird when he heard we wanted to sell
our land; if we are just given our annuities, we
will go home and harvest corn.” The Commis-
sioners replied that nevertheless, since they had
come together, they must consider the matter.
Talks went on several days while traders sold
whisky to the young braves. Though the Com-
missioners had ordered whisky kegs destroyed,
and the chiefs tried to control their young, drink
flowed freely in this town of about 150 unpainted
frame houses.

In the end, a million dollars was to be paid, some
in goods; those who already owed traders had to
give back part of their goods. A few reservations
were granted but not in fee simple; Congress did
not want the land to be inheritable.5

During this council Shabbona, Billy Caldwell and
Alexander Robinson were brokers for the Three
Fires. Shabbona spoke French, Ottawa, Potawato-
mi and a smattering of English while the other
two spoke English well. They extracted the larg-
est cash price ever paid for Indian lands.® Six
thousand Potawatomi were camped on the north
bank of the Chicago River waiting for the settle-
ment, which brought them one million dollars in
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goods. The traders were given $175,000 of this to
cover debts; $280,000 was to be put in an annuity
fund to be paid at $14,000 for 20 years; $150,000
was to build mills and blacksmith shops. An edu-
cation fund of $70,000 was to be set up; Shabbona
got $200 to be paid annually. The Potawatomi
were to have 5 million acres east of the Missouri
River in compensation for 3,668,000 acres of Wis-
consin and Illinois land. Missouri legislators were
trying to get acres for their citizens, and so op-
posed ratification; therefore, other land was sub-
stituted in Iowa.”

Another source reports that there were 5,000 In-
dians at the Chicago meeting, with rations being
supplied by the government. Every night there
was much dancing and celebration, with some
unscrupulous whites selling whisky. The treaty
concluded September 26 with the government
receiving 5 million acres at about 15 cents an acre
and the Indians granted 5 million acres in Iowa.?

The Removal

In September 1835, the following notice appeared
in the Chicago Democrat:

Wanted for the Removal of Indians—
From 10 to 40 ox teams. The wagons to be
strong and well-made with good cotton or
canvas covers to keep everything within dry,
to carry with it a bucket for tar or grease, to be
supplied with an axe, or hatchet, hammer and
nails. Each wagon to have two yoke of oxen to
carry 150 Ibs. and travel daily 20 miles if neces-
sary ... proposals to be made to Capt. J. B. F.
Russell at his office in Col. John Kinzie's store.

The removal was not completed immediately. In
the winter of 1835, Shabbona's band had a camp
in Marshall County at Drake’s Grove. Ellis
Thompson visited them and was offered meat
just brought in from a hunt—skunk. But he de-

clined. “They had also shot three deer, which
they dressed and a wolf, which they did not.””

By 1835 a Potawatomi exploration party returned
from Iowa to report “no timber for lodge poles,
no sugar trees, much poor corn land.”!® Lodge
poles were needed for framing in both their
domed, winter wigwams, roofed with cattail
mats, and in their summer lodges covered with
sheets of bark."

Some Potawatomi moved to Council Bluffs with-
out resistance; others, fearing the Sioux, fled to
Canada or to former land in Wisconsin.'? One old
chief refused to move, sitting steadfast in his
rocking chair. “The drovers thought that maybe
the sight of his squaw leaving might change his
mind,” but he continued to rock as the drovers
moved off. Finally, they came back, set the chief
and his chair in the wagon and got underway.’®

The Potawatomi in Iowa had trouble with the
Dakota and Pawnee over buffalo grounds. Be-
tween 1837 and 1843 almost everyone who knew
the Potawatomi was called upon to persuade
them to cede their reservation and move on to
Kansas. Billy Caldwell explained that his people
did not consider the warmer weather of Kansas
healthy. Wabansi, Shabbona and others hired a
lawyer and went to Washington via St. Louis in
1845; they entertained passengers on the steam-
boat with adventure tales. In Washington, Shab-
bona and Wabansi sat for daguerreotype photos;
in full regalia of calico shirts, black silk cravats,
blue frock coats, complete with tomahawks,
feathers and blue-vermilion paint, they were in-
troduced to President Polk. After some months of
negotiation they agreed to exchange the Iowa res-
ervation for $850,000 and a Kansas River loca-
tion.™

In 1837 the Indian Agent told Shabbona that his
band must go. The people refused to move unless
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Shabbona went with them, so he temporarily left
Assimenek.’> R. K. Swift of Chicago supplied
flour and bacon for the trek. One hundred forty-
two people and 160 horses started out through
Paw Paw and Princeton. Though the next year's
removal became known as the Trail of Death, this
1837 trek was perhaps more severe because of
torrential rains in Missouri. The annuities ex-
pected in Des Plaines at the trip’s beginning were
not paid till later, and then were half of that
promised and were paid not in money but in
bulky goods, much of which had to be aban-
doned.'®

Buffalo still roamed the prairie west of the Mis-
sissippi, and soon Potawatomi were hunting
them. One hunt took Shabbona's men a hundred
miles from the new lodges. Vengeful Sauk
attacked their sleeping camp; they murdered
Shabbona’s son and nephew. Shabbona and his
youngest son, Smoke, escaped into the bushes.
Their horses stolen, they walked back to the fami-
ly with the sad news; soon they decided to return
to Shabbona’s Grove, his reservation ceded in
1829.17

The 1840s at Assimenek

Records show that in 1839 Shabbona, having sold
a quarter of his land,’® went to visit his people
across the Mississippi. He asked his good friend
George Walker to manage and prevent trespass
on his remaining land. In 1845 his neighbor Nor-
ton reported that Shabbona had eight acres in
corn and beans. Norton also said that Shabbona
always arranged for his land to be looked after
when away. The Gates brothers, sometime in the
‘40s, built Shabbona a cabin on his land; they
were interested in buying the land.'” Shabbona
was never pleased with the leaky cabin but used
it for storage.?’ An 1840 Plat shows a building
marked “Stable” on this reservation at the head-
waters of Big Indian Creek in Shabbona Town-

ship.

There’s a story of these times about two of Shab-
bona’s sons who were horseback riding in Lee
County; one was thrown from his horse. Mr. and
Mrs. Doan took the injured youth into their one-
room cabin and cared for him. His brother stayed
near till he was well enough to travel to Shab-
bona’s village, but he died there. Other Lee
County neighbors were once hosting Shabbona,
who never knocked but instead rapped on the
window, when they found they had no sugar for
tea. Shabbona harrumphed and left. They
thought he was angry, but he soon returned with
a lump of maple sugar, sweet, but imbedded
with bits of leaves.

Another time at this home the grandma had a
sore on her hand; Shabbona gave her a salve,
which she reluctantly applied and the sore soon
disappeared. A home that Shabbona visited near
the present Amboy was Mrs. Dexter’s. He liked
her cooking. Her son Tom often played with the
Potawatomi boys; many times Shabbona took
Tom along on trips to Chicago.?" Each fall Shab-
bona would visit Gurdon Hubbard there; in pref-
erence to a bed, he spread a blanket on the Hub-
bard kitchen floor, his retinue sleeping in the
woodshed.??

Other settlers have told of Shabbona's aversion to
the indoors and to beds. The Kembers of Serena
handed down a story that he slept on the floor
beside the guest bed. The LaSalle County Histori-
cal Museum in Utica displays a large boulder that
was moved from the dooryard of a cabin. Shab-
bona would take his meal from the pioneer
hearth and eat it sitting on this boulder outside
the door.

But in these years of neighborly relations, there
were some troubles. In April of 1844, Shabbona’s
attorney issued a complaint in the Circuit Court
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against Rev. Benon Harris, Samuel McDowal,
William Gomer, John Olmstead and Jonas Miller
for cutting down a hundred each of oaks, elms,
ash and hickory, the timberwood and rails there-
of coming to a value of 500 dollars.?

Shabbona not only used the legal system but was
at least once involved in politics. In a letter
signed by him and Billy Caldwell, which ap-
peared in the Chicago Daily American, he defend-
ed General Harrison in Harrison’s presidential
campaign as follows: “Several newspapers were
brought to us and peeping over them to our
astonishment we found the hero of the late war
was called a coward . . . the charge would have
surprised Tecumseh . . . if the departed could rise
again, they would say to the white man that Gen.
Harrison was the terror of the late tomahawkers.
.. first time we met him was at the Council Fire of
Gen. Anthony Wayne at Greenville in 1795 and
from then on had many friendly smokes. But
from 1812 we changed our tobacco smoke into
powder smoke. Then we found him a brave war-
rior.”24

In November 1845, Shabbona traveled to Wash-
ington with the Gates brothers to arrange for sale
of his land. There he talked with Col. Richard
Johnson, a former vice president, who was the
Kentuckian reputed to have killed Chief Tecum-
seh at the Battle of The Thames. Johnson gave
Shabbona a gold ring, which he wore the rest of
his life.?> Evidently, Johnson must have greatly
respected our hero.

During the 1840s Shabbona became acquainted
with many settlers. Grandfather Porter built his
cabin in the wet end of Shabonee’s Grove in 1842
and for seven years enjoyed the annual visits of
Shabbona’s band at sugar-making time.2¢It was
said that no Indian was ever known to knock at a
door, but while engaged in household duties,
women would often be frightened on looking up

to find one who had noiselessly entered and who
usually went in only to obtain something to eat.?”
Aunt Elizabeth Challand’s grandfather was a
blacksmith near Assimenek. Shabbona visited
him, their grandchildren played together. She
remembers these Potawatomi young ones pulling
her braids. Once, Shabbona was leaving on his
white horse and she recalled him saying, “Me
like white man; man no like me.”28

Shabbona also visited the Nortons, who lived
across the road from his home (now Shabbona
Forest Preserve east of Shabbona). A daughter-in-
law reported, “After hunting, the Chief would
bring the venison to Mother Norton, for he liked
the way she cooked it. When he came, he rapped
on the window which always frightened Mother.
As Mother said, ‘It always shocked me, but I al-
ways felt safe when he was near.” Father Norton
kept his ax near his bed at night. The Chief often
ate at the log house. He didn’t know how he
should act and sat far back in his chair, just being
able to reach the table. Mother Norton often re-
marked that she has seen him pick up a knife
and, not wishing to dirty the butter, wipe it off on
his trousers. He always enjoyed the civilization of
settlers and wished his people to live this way.
He thought some Indian ways were cruel and
wicked. My husband was very proud that, as a
baby, he sat on the lap of Chief Shabbona.?

A Norton daughter, Celia, had a persistent sore
on her hand, which her mother’s remedies could
not heal. She showed Shabbona her hand one day
and he said, “Me fix.”The salve that he gave her
healed the sore in two weeks; Celia always dis-
played the scar with pleasure.

Shabbona rode his horse down from Paw Paw to
Four Mile Grove to get butchered meat from Mr.
Haight. He would pick up dishes or trinkets if he
liked them (it was traditional from a Potawatomi

(Continued on page 14)
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“Pipeline Archeology”

Aurora Sportsmen’s Club Donates Pipeline Artifacts to Waterman Historical Society

by Sherrie Tuntland Martin

pipeline project was recently completed

across the rich prairie soil of Clinton

and Afton Townships, DeKalb County,
Illinois. Built by Enbridge Energy Company, Inc.
from Superior, Wisconsin, the pipeline transports
crude petroleum from the oil sands in the West-
ern Canada basin to U. S. refineries in the Mid-
west. The Stage 2 section extends 140 miles from
the Delevan pump station in Rock County, Wis-
consin, to the Flanagan pump station in Living-
ston County, Illinois. The two pipes cross Route
30 just a short distance west of Waterman.

Projects such as this are regulated by the U.S. Ar-
my Corps of Engineers under a federal permit.
When warranted, such a project is subject to a
review by the National Historic Preservation Act
(NHPA), a mandatory “cultural resources inves-
tigation” must be done. Enbridge conducted ar-
chaeological and architectural field surveys, as
needed. At least two of these surveys occurred
within four miles of Waterman.

South of Waterman on the property of the Aurora
Sportsmen’s Club, archaeological sites 11D485
(prehistoric isolated find) and 11D486 (historic
homestead) were designated. Two other sites
were discovered on privately owned land north
of town, near Miller Road. Site 11D493 was des-
ignated as a historic farmstead site and 11D494
was characterized as a “prehistoric isolated find.”
Such “finds” require, by law, detailed investiga-
tions, in-depth reports and collections. None of
these sites qualified to be listed on the National
Register of Historical Places. In some cases,
NRHP studies have held up federal projects for
months or years.

The Aurora Sportsmen’s Club generously donat-
ed the items found on their property to the Wa-
terman Historical Society. Accompanying the
packets were extensive descriptions of each item.

This collection shows many small artifacts, each with an
individual bag and tag. Subject to the National Historic
Preservation Act, this was a required part of the project.

Every piece is enclosed in its own mini bag with
an identifying number. Also included were plat
maps showing the exact locations of historical
items. Individual items are designated by site
number, site type, soil type, component descrip-
tion and recommendation. The analysis packet
consists of a letter, five pages of color maps, and a
single page description of the finds for each site.

Site 11D485 is described as “a low-density lithic
scatter, represented by one item (Native Ameri-
can artifact) dating to an unknown time period
located in an agricultural field in DeKalb County,
Illinois.” It is recommended as “ineligible based
on limited assemblage, low density and diversity
of material remains, lack of temporally diagnostic
artifacts in the assemblage and the low potential
for in situ deposits.” The report includes a de-
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tailed description of the field and
soil. A “screened shovel test”
was conducted. It was concluded ||’
the spot may well have been a ||’
“short-term habitation or special-
ized activity location similar to a|| -
camp from an unknown prehis- .- 4,
toric period.” N

I 'a?ef, lator. Subsequent owners were
.= Richard Anderson on the 1871
|plat, J. R. Roberts on the 1892
] and 1905 plats, and W.H. Rob-
“erts on the 1929 plat.

{ All items will be displayed at the
Waterman Historical ~Society.

WY

In the shipping box was a large
plastic bag labeled “Bag 45,” dat- [=,|
ed 5/16/07 containing 18 small
plastic bags holding remnants. |

| Although of little monetary val-
| ue, the collection reflects a vin-
tage lifestyle. The process
demonstrates how developers
&g are required, by law, to handle

These remnants include a link of |;

PRIVILEGED INFORMATION - DO NOT RELEASE |

DCUON 0 weveRs 500 O

. . . T WATERMAF(‘)‘ANI) SHABBONA GROVE
JADRANGLES
chain, glass chips, ironstone frag-| & .
7 4 )

2000 H

artifacts from designated sites.
The Sportsmen’s Club recog-
nized the value the collection

|

ments, a button, and one Native
American projectile point. Each
small bag has a paper label inside
with the site number, bag num-
ber, provenience, material, num-

This is a sample map, sent by the
Enbridge Company, to identify the exact
location of a specific artifact. Each item
had a tag including site number, bag
number, provenience, material,

number, weight and project number.

would have as a public display.
The Hunt Club’s donation of ar-
tifacts from our neighbors of
long ago is appreciated. We en-

ber of fragments, weight, and the
PSAP project number, 06-324. All that info is also
written on each small bag.

The 50 recovered items include: seven undeco-
rated whiteware sherds, three undecorated iron-
stone sherds, four mold decorated ironstone
sherds, six Albany stoneware sherds, five Salt/
Albany stoneware sherds, one Salt/Albany stone-
ware sherd with cobalt decoration, one yellow-
ware sherd, one blue bottle glass shard, two clear
bottle glass shards, nine aqua bottle glass shards,
one metal button, one cast iron pipe fragment,
one iron chain link, one porcelain door knob, five
aqua flat glass fragments, one brick fragment and
one glazed brick fragment. Both shard and sherd
are used to describe small pieces of glass or
pottery. These artifacts fall within the “Kitchen,
Clothing, Activities and Architecture” categories.
The items suggest a late nineteenth to mid-to-late
nineteenth Euro-American farmstead. The origi-
nal purchase of this quarter section of land in
1848 was made by James M. Adsit, a land specu-

courage others to make dona-
tions of local historical items.

I XX R X4

New Home for
Kirkland Historical Society

Now housed in a section of the Quiram-Kirkland
Chapel, come check out our new digs!

New Home, Sweet New Home!
309 S.5th St. ~ 'P.O:- Box 337
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This series highlights some of the “corners,
once existed. Towns still in existence will not be highlighted, except possibly those
who remain as shadows of their former selves. Members of the Society are invited
to research one of the lost communities and submit an article.

Lost Communities of DeKalb County

i

groves,” and “postal stops” that

Lovell’s Crossing
by Phyllis Kelley

Going east out of Sycamore on Rt. 64, a short dis-
tance from the city limits, there is a road angling
a little north and then east called Old State Road.
This is the original route to St. Charles that had
planks covering low spots and toll gates at both
ends. Plank Road only lasted about a year when
the boards began to warp and eventually the
wood was carted away to be used for fuel.

Early settlers along Old State Road were the El-
liotts (1835), Wymans (1836), Daytons (1837), Da-
vid West (1843) and James Lovell (1844). Old
State runs partially thru the southeast corner of
Sycamore township and the northeast corner of
Cortland Township. Named for the tavern (inn)
built by James Lovell, Lovell’s Crossing was on
the direct route between Chicago and the Missis-
sippi River. Besides serving as a tavern, it was the
social center of the neighborhood.

The barns across the road from the big brick inn
were used for the travelers” horses and buggies.
The original barn was partly built of logs and
Lovell’s first dwelling was a log cabin. The old
barn was torn down in 1940.

There were two churches in the Lovell’s Crossing
neighborhood. One, on James Lovell's land
(1868), was the United Brethren and the other,
Methodist Episcopal, was built on land given in

MAP OF EARLY PLACES

1873 by Alvan Dayton. It was called the Ohio
Grove or Dayton Church and ministers were sup-
plied by the Sycamore M.E. Church.

The churches served the community for many
years, but better roads eventually made it easier
for people to attend services in Sycamore. The old
Methodist Church

burned in 1933. The §&

United Brethren |
closed in 1918 and |
was sold to Grant
Dayton, grandson
of the pioneer, for
$400 and  was
moved to his prop-
erty in 1923.

There were four
schools built in the

Lovell's  Crossing
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settlement. The first was the log home built in
1836 by Ralph Wyman. He lived in it ten years
before it was used as a schoolhouse. The second
school was a small frame building on the Lovell
farm. Both of these early schools were equipped
with split-log benches for seats and a square box
stove, large
enough to hold
three or four logs.
In 1868 the second
~ school was moved
~to the James Lov-
ell farm to be used

as a tool shed.

Bench made from logs.

Schoolhouse number three was a frame building
costing $935, used from 1868 to 1922. More mod-
ern equipment, manufactured seats, maps and
books were added and a well was dug. On Arbor
Day in 1900 the pupils with their teacher, Miss
Stacy Elliott, planted a tree on the school grounds
for each family.

In 1919 a petition was circulated asking the board
of directors to call a special election to vote on a
new building. In 1922 they purchased an acre of
land from Miss Lottie Lovell for $453.50. John
Johnson of Sycamore contracted to build the
fourth and last school at Lovell’s Crossing.

In 1928 the school became affiliated with North-
ern Illinois Teachers” College to be used as a
training school for those teaching in rural areas.
Eventually certain requirements were met: hot
lunches, a library, playground equipment, and
bottled gas for lights, and in 1929 Lovell’s Cross-
ing School was dedicated a Superior school. In
1938 electric lines came through the district and
they went modern with lights, a stove, and a ra-
dio.

Lovell’s Crossing School closed in 1953 and was
sold the following year to Floyd and Phyllis

Kocher to be used as a private home, which it is
today.

In 1940, with the help of their teacher, Miss Grace
Vincent, the students at the brick schoolhouse on
Old State Road wrote and illustrated a booklet
called “Lovell Crossing 1836-1940.” It includes a
map showing where the pioneer families lived as
well as a short biography and photos of each one.

The book includes information on the Under-
ground Railroad and Deacon David West’s in-
volvement as a conductor. The illustrations on
the cover show West's slave wagon (below),
Charles Waterman and Timothy Well’s stage-
coach, old Plank Road, as well as the churches
and schools.

Because these students and their teacher inter-
viewed the old-timers, second and third genera-
tions of Lovell’s Crossing families, a wonderful
local history was saved. If only there had been
more “Miss Vincents” and Superior one-room
schools!

In August 1937 State Route 64 from Sycamore to
Chicago was widened and paved. Old State Road
and Lovell’s Crossing were by-passed by fast
traffic heading toward Chicago on the new road.

(Continued on page 13)
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Treasures in the Stacks
of the Joiner History Room

Have you ever wondered about all the treasures held at the county archives, the
Joiner History Room? Notebook binders fill the shelves in the research room. But
what secrets do the boxes in the archive area hold? With permission, we are reprint-
ing articles from the Joiner Room Journal Hidden in the Stacks series to give read-
I ers a “taste.” Although, there really are no secrets. Just ask for any subject or person

and the computer index will reveal answers.

The First Collection

The very first collection that came to the Joiner
Room in 1989 was given to by Ron Blickem. It
consisted of 19 thin scrapbooks compiled by
Judge Cassius Poust from 1920-1929. Ron was
working as a court reporter at the time Judge
Poust was cleaning out his office prior to his re-
tirement. Ron was at his desk in an outer office
when he heard loud kerthunks as the scrapbooks
hit the waste basket. After the judge left for the
day, Ron checked it out and decided those scrap-
books contained a lot of history and they should
be saved, so he put them away in a closet and
when the Joiner Room opened, he delivered them
in a "Piggly Wiggly" grocery bag. (We should
have saved the bag!)

The books are filled with every newspaper clip-
ping that mentioned then State's Attorney Poust
and every crime and court trial that he was in-
volved in. They are in chronological order and
cover an interesting period in the history of DeK-
alb County.

Shortly after the books were filed a patron came
in looking for the answer to a family mystery.
Her grandfather from Europe was deported, and
she and her siblings were never told why. When
she asked if we could help her find the story, we
pulled out the box of scrapbooks and there on
several pages were the court reports about
"grandpa" and the family secret. We believe in

the right to privacy, so we will not divulge the
crime but add one interesting note. He was sent
back to Europe but the boat stopped in South
America and the old boy jumped ship and lived
out his life in exile away from both his family in
DeKalb and his old home in Czechoslovakia.

Box #5

Archive Box #5 contains an interesting peek at the
past. “County Orders” was written on the side of
the original carton found in the downstairs vault
at the courthouse in 1980. The box was sitting by
the door ready to be tossed in the trash. Curiosity
to the rescue!

The box contained hundreds of bills sent to the
county commissioners by merchants from all
over the county. They not only tell what was be-
ing purchased, but were sent on paper with or-
nate business letterheads—a treasure-trove of
nineteenth century artwork.

Our favorite is Johnson’s furniture store with the
sketch of his reclining rocking chair—-dated 1893.
This rocker was invented and patented by L.W.
Johnson in Sycamore.

Johnson’s Reclining Rocker is the name of a newly
patented easy chair, invented by Isaac W. Johnson &
Son and now being manufactured at their factory in
this city. It has all the advantages of the most expen-
sive articles of that kind, combined with the merit of
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cheapness. It is sold from $8 to $22 and is better
than those for which $35 and $40 is paid to other
manufacturers. It can be used as a stationary arm
chair or a rocking chair; it readily stretches out into
a lounge and is reconverted, in an instant and with-
out effort, into an easy chair. It has head rest, foot
rest, and if desired, can be made a writing chair. It is
all but a full set of furniture in itself. Call at their
warerooms in George’s Block and see it.

-Sycamore True Republican, December 1, 1886
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Box #23

This box contains a look at the social history of
the unfortunate men, women and, sometimes,
children, who were sent to dwell at the DeKalb
County Poor Farm in the nineteenth and early
twentieth century. There are two volumes of
“Inmates Records” covering the years 1866 to
1925. These were yearly lists of the names, town
or township they were from, nationality and rea-
son for being there. For some it was their only
home for many years. Keep in mind, this was be-
fore public aid, social security, and health insur-
ance. If a woman became a widow with no means
of support, she and her children could end up at
the Poor Farm.

The DeKalb County Poor Farm, later the County
Infirmary and Nursing Home, was located on
Sycamore Road where the Target shopping com-
plex is today. The old buildings are all gone now.
Only the cemetery remains as a reminder of the
poor people who called this place home. And, of
course, the records that tell their story.

The Map Collection

We are fortunate to have a collection of very use-
ful maps in the archives. These maps can help
when looking for great grandfather’s farm, a one-
room school, a church or a cemetery.

The earliest maps are the government survey of
the county dated 1839-1840. The original book of
these can be found in the county recorder’s office.
They show plowed fields, groves of trees, water-
ways, villages, a few short roads, and Chief Shab-
bona’s range. There are a few road plats (hand-
drawn) for the 1840s and 1850s. One shows the
road from St. Charles to Rockford.

In 1860, a plat map of the county was printed
showing land ownership. Henry Boies included a
plat map of DeKalb County in his 1868 history.
These maps were attached in the back of the
book. Eighteen seventy-one, 1892, 1905 and 1929
were magical years for map makers, and the Join-
er Room collection includes original plat books
for all of those years. They show early schools,
churches, and post offices as well as land owners.
In 1975, the DeKalb County Historical Society
reprinted these four plat books into one volume.
That is one of the most used books by research-
ers in the open stacks area. The 1894 overhead
view of Sycamore is helpful when trying to iden-
tify houses, churches and hotels.

In 1898, Mr. Arthur H. Holcomb, who owned a
coal and lumber yard in Sycamore, spent several
months hand drawing the city of Sycamore in
four sections, showing who lived in every house.
They were to be used by his delivery men for
getting coal to the right basement. This one-of-a-
kind set was given to County Clerk Terry Des-
mond during the sesquicentennial in 1976 and he
presented them to the Joiner Room shortly after
we opened. The maps were not dated but had the
signature of Arthur Holcomb in the corner. We
had them de-acidified and encapsulated at the
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Regional History Center at NIU and gave them
permission to make a copy. We found the maps
very useful but could not be sure of when they
were drawn. Lo and behold, when we read the
old Sycamore newspapers, we found a little gem
in the March 12, 1898, issue giving details of
when, how, and why the maps were drawn.

Sanborn Insurance Maps for Sycamore 1924 con-
tain detailed drawings of all the buildings in Syc-
amore and give street numbers. They are great
for identifying downtown commercial buildings.

The stacks also contain plat books from 1840 to
2002 showing land ownership. A good collection
of railroad and trolley maps are available, which
are much appreciated by train buffs.

Last, but not least, are the U.S. Geological Survey
Maps for 1937. These maps not only show the
location of one-room schools, they name them.
Very helpful for the committee that worked on
the history of one-room schools in DeKalb Coun-

ty.

The Last Man Club

Manuscript Box #49 contains the records of a
unique men’s club that existed in DeKalb from
1940 through 1982. There were 35 members when
they organized at the Knights of Columbus Hall
on January 20, 1940. The idea for this fraternal
organization was conceived by Maynard (Ebby)
Ebbeson. Members had three things in common:
all were members of the DeKalb Drum & Bugle
Corps, all served in World War I, and all were
dues-paying members of DeKalb American Le-
gion Post 66. The purpose was to meet yearly in
“devoted fellowship and companionship,” only
to dissolve “when the last of us shall meet again
with those of us who abide upon the other
shore.”

The collection contains the minutes of all of the

meetings, membership applications, financial rec-
ords, correspondence, and newspaper clippings.
The one thing missing, of course, is the bottle of
champagne, which was to be consumed by the
“last man” in memory of his departed brothers.

Meetings after 1958
were held in the Le-
gion Hall at the Rice| \ 77
Hotel in DeKalb.
There are copies of
the bylaws, address
lists, attendance rec-
ords, ceremonial ritu-
als and a unique
drawing of a bugle

that was used by a ’ 5
local florist to design b w%

Sketch of design used for
floral arrangements for
funerals of members

the flower arrange-
ment that would go
on each coffin when

the men were buried.

Their numbers dwindled and the last meeting
minutes mention only seven in attendance in
1975. There are no records of meetings between
1975 and 1982 when a letter was sent from Ed
Knodle of Ft. Myers, Florida, to Bill Jackman indi-
cating there were only four members left.

There is a cancelled check of $286.99 from First
National Bank dated April 19, 1982, transferring
money from “Last Man” floral account to the
American Legion Auxiliary, the designated bene-
ficiary of remaining funds.

Of the final four, Maynard Ebbeson died in 1983,
Ed Knodle and William Jackman in 1984, and the
“last man,” Hollis LeRoy Miller, in 1991. He was
93 years old.

The collection was donated by the Ebbeson fami-
ly. The only thing missing in the box is the cham-
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pagne bottle, which we assume Mr. Miller en-
joyed.

Just Call It Miscellaneous

Miscellaneous is where you put everything that
doesn’t seem to fit anywhere. The ] Room has a
set of newspaper clipping files that most people
would call miscellaneous. When we started read-
ing the old Sycamore newspapers in 1990 we
knew there was a goldmine of day-to-day histo-
ry, written as it was happening. There had to be a
way to make these fascinating facts available for
genealogists and historians to use. Computers
were not the answer in our little low-budget his-
tory archives in the courthouse basement. We
had to go with what was available: a copy ma-
chine, a typewriter, 4 x 6 index cards, some small
metal file drawers, and three-ring binders.

Articles were copied, cut and pasted, re-copied
and put into notebooks. Pages were numbered
and file cards were typed with subject or name in
the right-hand corner, and we began filing. Mis-
cellaneous was too long, so we called the files Neat
Stuff. Neat Stuff index cards are separated by
Name and Subject. Questions that come in via e-
mail, snail mail, telephone, or from visitors are
quickly answered by checking the newspaper
subject file that now numbers thousands of cards.

Box #81

Archival Box #81 contains two scrapbooks that
originally belonged to Oliver T. (better known as
O.T.) Willard and his father, Hosea Willard. The
scrapbooks were donated in 1997 by Mrs. A.B.
Garman of Sycamore and came to us by way of
Tom Woodstrup. Pasted in the two old books,
one a ledger, and a book of architectural draw-
ings are Sycamore newspaper clippings, early
columns written by the Willards.

One of Willard’s articles describes how maple
syrup was made by tapping the hard maple trees

on C.W. Marsh’s property (now Hopkins Park)
between Sycamore and DeKalb. Mr. Marsh oper-
ated a sugar camp in the spring of 1906. He had
all of the equipment of a sugar camp, a small
house with concrete floors, tubs, tin vats, a fur-
nace, and plenty of pails and spouts. The sap was
taken daily to the sugar shack where it was pro-
cessed and finally put into molds of maple sugar.
About four pounds of sugar was produced by
each tree.

Mr. Marsh’s home is gone now, but the park is
still full of beautiful trees. Come spring we will
take a walk through the park and check out how
many maples are left.

Hosea Willard, a carpenter by trade, was born in
Vermont in 1826. In 1843 he came to Sycamore
with his brother and the family of George
Weeden. In his later years he wrote columns for
the Sycamore paper about the houses, churches,
and second courthouse that he helped build. He
wrote about his neighbors, his memories, and the
town he loved. Hosea Willard died in 1922 and
left some of the best documented history of Syca-
more to be found. His story of his trip from Ver-
mont to Sycamore by way of the Erie Canal is
priceless.

O.T. Willard, son of Hosea, was born in Sycamore
in 1852. He followed a different occupation but
had the same talent for writing and the deep
sense of how important it was to document the
everyday life of our town. O.T."s scrapbook is al-
most 200 pages and includes many 40- and 60—
Year Ago columns taken from Sycamore’s first
newspaper. His writing was published in the
True Republican from 1938 through 1949 but in-
cludes history from the beginning of the county
and covers so much of what took place after 1868
where Henry Boies’s county history left off.

Oliver T. Willard was a station agent for the Chi-
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cago Great Western Railroad. He died in 1952 at
age 85. This is a “one in a million” set of records!

Election Day 1860

November 6, 1860, was a very historic day in
DeKalb County. Our citizens (men only, of
course) went to the polls to cast their vote for a
new president of the United States. Two Illinois-
ans, Republican Abraham Lincoln and Democrat
Stephen A. Douglas, were the presidential candi-
dates. It was a re-match of the 1858 campaign for
the U.S. Senate, which Douglas had won after a
prominent series of debates. The 1860 poll book
for DeKalb County lists the names, by voting dis-
trict, of all men who voted that day.

In Paw Paw Township the election was held in
Bartletts Hall. There were three Bartlett family
farms in the area. The list of voters was recorded
by two election clerks, Jesse Cory and Silas Dick-
enson. The Paw Paw Township section of the poll
book lists the names of 240 voters—191 of them
cast their ballots for Abraham Lincoln and his
running mate Hannibal Hamlin.

The overwhelming support for the 1860 Republi-
can ticket in Paw Paw Township mirrored the
rest of the county. The total DeKalb County vote

for Lincoln was 3,049; only 964 selected Douglas.

Fast-forwarding four years to 1864, during the
Civil War, Lincoln received 2,985 votes and
George McClellan 714.

Oral Histories

In the late 1970s the Community Education divi-
sion of Kishwaukee College along with several
local historical groups combined efforts to inter-
view and tape over 30 oral histories. Among the
interviewers were Tom Woodstrup, Vance Barrie,
Ruth Pollock, Sam Riippi, and James Jarvis.

Barry Schrader re-
vived the project in
recent years and has
so far interviewed
more than a dozen
county residents,
including Dr. John
Ovitz, Bud Burgin,
Ralph Joiner, Bernice |
Kurkus, Sally Ste-
vens, Arden Awe,
Ward Miller, and
others. ¢

(Lovell’s Crossing continued from page 8)

The Great Western Railroad from Galena to Chi-
cago once passed through this area. The last pas-
senger train from Sycamore to Chicago blew its
farewell whistle in 1956. The tracks were eventu-
ally removed and today the Great Western Trail
bike path follows the route of the old steam en-
gines near Lovell’s Crossing.

On a recent drive down Old State Road, we
found many of the original buildings still there,
including the David West house at one end and
the old Lovell Inn at the east end. Eatterson Byrd
lived in the brick inn for many years. He passed

away in February 2009, and his daughter, Debbie
Byrd, now lives there. The building is in remark-
able condition considering its 160 plus years in
existence. If only those “walls could talk”!

Henry Boies in his 1868 History of DeKalb County
did relate one very important story about the Ma-
rilla Kinyon grave robbery at Ohio Grove Ceme-
tery. Mr. Lovell’s daughter was serving the even-
ing meal to two young men from St. Charles
when she overheard their plans to steal a body at
the nearby grave yard and take it to the Richards
Medical School in Kane County. But that is an-
other tale. ¢
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(Chief Shabbona continued from page 4)

host to his guest). Mrs. Haight managed to “have
things hid” when he came. When he was ready to
go home, meat would be packed on a sledge and
Shabbona would tie the load to his horse’s tail.
One time he brought a friend. Mr. Haight had a
pony he couldn’t catch and offered it to anyone
who could. Shabbbona’s friend caught it. Mr.
Haight did not want to give the pony away, so he
“traded” the winner some of his wife’s dishes
instead. Mrs. Haight lost again.

Another time, Shabbona visited a cabin just as the
meal was finished. They offered Shabbona bread,
which was the only thing left. Shabbona said they
were lazy and didn’t want to cook him anything.
A daughter of the family cooked him some pan-
cakes, which he liked very much.

He was noted for his knowledge of plants:
“Shabbona was good at doctoring,” a settler re-
membered.”He doctored most of the white peo-
ple around here; always gathered his medicine in
the grove.”

Someone else reported that Shabbona was anx-
ious for one of his daughters in particular to mar-
ry a white man and even offered a large sum of
money. “She was built on the same order as her
mother and did not appeal.”%

There is a story of one of Shabbona’s band named
Joe. He had been down to Ross Grove and re-
turned with two bottles of whisky, one of which
he gave to Shabbona.”They talked quite a while
in Potawatomi,” said the observer, “and finally
loaded their rifles, went out and put up a mark.
Joe shot first, just missing the mark. Then Shab-

bona shot and hit the center. Joe delivered his
bottle to the old chief, who laughed over the inci-
dent. He had a big drunk.”3! “Till quite late in life
Shabbona scarcely ever had tasted whisky,”
wrote William Hickling.”“So-called civilized man
often tempted the poor old Indian into too liberal
use of Fire Water. Let us throw a veil over his few
faults and remember his virtues.”32

1. History of Bureau County, Illinois, 1885.

2. Conway, Thomas. Journal of Illinois State Historical Society,
Winter 1972; Also, a talk by George Godfrey of Villa Grove,
descendant of Watchekee, purportedly a daughter of Shab-
bona.

3. Armstrong, Perry. The Sauks And The Black Hawk War.

4. Schonfield, William. Journal of Will County Historical Socie-
ty, Spring 1978.

5. Zeman, Alice. Waubonsi.

6. Dowd, James. Built Like A Bear.

7. Clifton, James. The Prairie People.

8. Schonfield, William. Journal of Will County Historical Socie-
ty, Spring 1978.

9. Ellsworth, Spencer. Records of The Olden Time.

10. Gerwing, A.]. Journal of Illinois State Historial Society,
Summer 1964.

11. Ritzenthaler. The Woodland Indians of Western Great Lakes.
12. "The Indian Tribes of The Chicago Region,” Leaflet 24.
Field Museum of Natural History, 1926.

13. Gerwing, A.]. Journal of Illinois State Historical Society,
Summer 1964.

14. Clifton, James. The Prairie People.

15. Dowd, James. Built Like A Bear.

16. Godfrey, George.Villa Grove lecture.

17. Matson, N. Memories of Shaubena.

18. Deed Records Book A & B, Joiner History Room, Syca-
more, IL.

19. Dowd, James. Built Like A Bear.

20. Sycamore newspaper, September 17, 1898.

21. Recollections of Pioneers of Lee County.

22. Hamilton, H. R. (Hubbard's nephew). Epic of Chicago.
23. Joiner History Room, Sycamore, IL.

24. Winger, Otto. The Potawatomi Indians.

25. Dowd, James. BuiltLike A Bear.

26. Walter, Alta. Journal of The Illinois State Historical Society,
Vol. 17.

27. DeKalb County History.

28. McDonald, Gertrude. Story of Chief Shabbona.

29. Flewellin, Doris. Interview with Mrs. Norton, 1941.

30. Simpson, Marjorie. Stories of Pioneer Days, 1932.

31. Sycamore True Republican, September 17, 1898.

32. Journal of The Illinois State Historical Society, Vol. 17.

Shabbona Series to be Published

The Summer 2010 issue of Cornsilk will contain the last of the seven part Chief Shabbona series. The series
will be published in a booklet titled The Mark of Chief Shabbona, which will be available at the April annual
meeting and thereafter through the order form in Cornsilk and at Ron Klein's law office (see address pg 19).
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DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies

and Museums i DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives
of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.

Minutes of the Meeting, February 6, 2010
by Marcia Wilson

Chairwoman Sandy Lyon opened the meeting at
9:30 a.m. at Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Museum
in Genoa. Twelve were present.

Cemeteries: Steve Bigolin, DeKalb Twp., reported
that grounds workers found 6 old limestone grave
markers buried when planting new trees at Ever-
green, DeKalb. Cemetery walk at Evergreen to be
May 1, 2 pm and at Oakwood, DeKalb on May 2 at
2 pm. Steve is photo documenting all the markers at
those cemeteries. Cemetery guides may be made
available at the entrances in the future./ Sue Breese,
Bob Meyers, Sherrie & Terry Martin photo docu-
mented Afton Twp cemetery. Available on DeKalb
Co. GenWeb website.

Community Windows Exhibit: Anna Marie Coveny
(DeKalb Area Women’s Center) is planning an
April exhibit of the 26 Community Windows post-
ers developed by NIU Art Museum in ‘07, "08, "09.
Discussion was held about expanding the event to
include demonstrations and activities and sub-
mitting a grant to DCCF YEP for funding. All or-
ganizations present agreed to take part. YEP youth
will be invited to take an active role in
“Preservation Celebration” on April 10, 11:00-3:00,
and additional display/activity nights on April 16 &
23, 7-9 pm. Sandy, Anna Marie and Marcia Wilson
will write the grant. Sandy will write a letter to all
organizations asking them to take part. New groups
that do not have a CW poster are also invited. Ac-
tivities may include rope making, barb wire making
demo, quill & ink writing, Lincoln Logs, lacing
cards, crossword puzzle. Set up will be at DAWC,
April 1, 3-6 pm (or drop posters 3/26, 7-9 pm); tear
down 4/24, 11-noon.

National Preservation Week: Sandy encouraged
organizations to ask their mayors to sign proclama-
tions for National Preservation Week in May. Mar-
cia asked Sandy to share an example that each
could adapt.

Reports: Organizations reported on upcoming
events and news. Highlights: Kirkland will be mov-
ing into a permanent building, shared with funeral
home, at 309 S. 5t St. / Joiner Room is working w/U
of I to digitize Elmwood Cemetery, which will be
available online. / Malta chosen by Lincoln Hwy.
Assn. to have mural on their building. / Hinckley is
working on obtaining a building for a museum
site. / DCHGS annual meeting is April 14. / North
Grove School continues work to be registered on
National Registry of Historic Places. They will be
open to the public on the last Sunday in June, July,
August; last weekend of June is NGS Days week-
end. / Glidden Homestead hired Marcia Wilson as
its first executive director. / Sycamore History Mu-
seum will sponsor Orion Samuelson on June 30 at
Farm Bureau. They will expand Walk Thru Syca-
more this summer to include downtown and Main
Street. / SLR Museum invites all to come see their
remodeling, which includes a handicapped bath-
room funded by DCCEF. / Nehring Gallery hosting
DeKalb Ag exhibit and noon presentations. / KVHS
is sponsoring Women’s History Month programs
every Sunday in March.

The meeting was adjourned at 11 a.m. The next
meeting will be Saturday, April 10 at DeKalb Area
Women’s Center at 9:00 a.m., to be followed by
Preservation Celebration, 11:00-2:00, in which all
county cultural centers are invited to take part. ¢
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. o > ABN = AURORA BEACON NEWS

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries W VFP= VALLEY FREE PRESS
KCR = KENDALL COUNTY RECORD

Nov. 16, 2009-Feb 15, 2010 W SR= SANDWICH RECORD
compiled by Norma Coleman and Kristy Gravlin B e L N RO OME
LAST FIRST DEATH RESIDED DATE OF
NAME NAME AGE DATE IN ISSUE
Adkins Leo Raymond 69 2/3/2010 DeKalb IL 2/4/2010
Aken Della Rose Holbrook 70 12/16/2009 DeKalb IL 12/19/2009
Anderson Eleanor M. McCormick 86 1/6/2010 Sun Prairie W1 1/8/2010
Anderson Lloyd D. 79 1/5/12010 Shabbona IL 1/7/2010
Arends Linda Lou O'Hara 59 1/19/2010 Urbana IL 1/23/2010
Atherton Linda Lee Durham 63 2/4/2010 Genoa IL 2/6/2019
Babcock Lowell C. 81 1/12/2010 DeKalb IL 1/16/2010
Baker David H. 70 12/2/2009 Waterman IL 12/4/2009
Bakes Nathan D. 21 12/4/2009 Paw Paw IL 12/7/2009
Beckman Bertha May Vandenburg 96 12/24/2009 Sycamore IL 12/29/2009
Berg Gunver Mailand "Gwen" 91 12/5/2009 DeKalb IL 12/7/2009
Bergstrand Arthur John 80 12/23/2009 Champaign IL/Hinckley IL 12/27/2009 ABN
Besserman Mary E. Dzurisin 101 1/19/2010 Streator IL 1/21/2010
Biletzky Margaret L. 94 12/25/2009 Sun City FL 2/6/2010
Blackburn Charles F. 74 12/23/2009 Sandwich IL/Springfield IL 12/24/2009 ABN
Bock Eugene A. 94 12/28/2009 Fort Wayne IN 1/6/2010
Bolt Darlene M. Peterson 74 12/26/2009 Sycamore IL 12/29/2009
Boss Thomas Allan 53 1/17/2010 DeKalb IL 1/19/2010
Bowers Kenneth R. 73 12/12/2009 Indianapolis IN 12/15/2009
Britton Wallace R. 83 2/6/2010 DeKalb IL 2/8/2010
Brown Nelson R. 69 12/8/2009 Genoa IL 12/10/2009
Brown Rory S. 50 1/19/2010 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 1/21/2010 ABN
Brantley Darla A. Cornwell 70 12/8/2009 Sycamore IL 12/10/2009
Bucey Benjamin Randle 70 12/21/2009 Kingston IL/ Rockford IL 12/23/2009
Buffington Jon 62 11/22/2009 Earlville IL 11/24/2009
Buhse Robert J. 86 12/31/2009 Waterman IL 1/2/2010
Burbank Oliver James "Buck" 86 2/3/2010 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 2/5/2010 ABN
Burke Nicholas Calvin 31 1/24/2010 Sycamore IL 1/26/2010
Campbell James Robert Jr. 70 11/24/2009 DeKalb IL 11/25/2009
Carls Ernest Clarence 91 12/31/2009 Sycamore IL 1/4/2010
Carmichael Leonard D. Jr. "L.D." 89 12/12/2009 Rochelle IL 12/15/2009
Catardi Nellie Dale Ortlieb 90 11/25/2009 DeKalb IL 11/26/2009
Chamberlain Edith E. Clauson 86 1/30/2010 Sycamore IL 2/1/2010
Cichy Gary C. 52 11/23/2009 Hinckley IL 11/27/2009
Clark Mary (Joey) (Granny) Eakle 80 7/10/2009 Waterman IL/ Sycamore IL 7/13/2009
Conner Maxine E. Hill 80 1/12/2010 Bowling Green KY 1/14/2010
Conway John Patrick 84 1/2/2010 Rochelle IL 1/6/2010
Cook Arthur C. 80 1/6/2010 DeKalb IL 1/8/2010
Cornwall Josephine T. Lievrouw 89 12/5/2009 Sycamore IL 12/8/2009
Cox Norene June Studebaker 74 11/26/2009 Genoa IL 11/30/2009
Danielsen Thomas R. 83 1/16/2010 Bensenville IL/Sandwich IL 1/18/2010 ABN
Davis Earl Franklin Jr. 81 1/8/2010 Walnut Ridge 1/9/2010
Davis Genevieve Makela 85 1/19/2010 DeKalb IL 1/21/2010
Davis Phyllis Ann Cruise 68 12/8/2009 Sycamore IL 12/11/2009
Densborn Jean Norma Sandstrom 79 12/9/2009 West Lafayette IN 12/12/2009
Dierschow Carson Dean 161/2 2/2/2010 Chicago 2/5/2010
Dolby Dfr. Stacy E. Jr. 83 12/16/2009 DeKalb IL 12/18/2009
Dorneden John F. "Jack" 74 11/18/2009 DeKalb IL 12/2/2009
Douglas Jean Storey 88 11/15/2009 DeKalb IL 11/17/2009
Duchesneau Grace E. Bennett 88 2/4/2010 Janesville WI 2/9/2010
Dummer Evelyn B. Pepper 95 1/23/2010 DeKalb IL 1/25/2010
Duprey Cynthia Joyce "Cindy" 53 12/14/2009 Genoa IL 12/17/2009
Durtche Carl W. Jr. 87 11/7/2009 DeKalb IL 12/9/2009
Eckert Suan M. Wallace 52 2/1/2010 DeKalb IL 2/8/2010
Eggleston Edward "Ed" 80 12/28/2009 Rockford IL 1/1/2010
Elster Evelyn J. Schwartz 73 1/15/2010 Sycamore IL 1/18/2010
Emling Donald F. 77 12/5/2009 Kirkland IL 12/7/2009
Endicott Elvis Earl "Jim" 71 12/30/2009 Las Vegas NV 1/16/2010
Everhart Marsha Lynn (Olson) 53 1/5/2010 Aurora IL/Sandwich IL 1/7/2010 ABN
Fahrlander Mary M. (Greif) 87 1/27/2010 Oconee IL/Sandwich IL 1/28/2010 ABN
Faivre Linda J. Faivre 51 2/7/2010 DeKalb IL 2/9/2010
Fillmore Thomas R. "Tom" 67 1/10/2010 Hampshire IL 1/12/2010
Fleming John Oliver 80 12/19/2009 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 12/21/2009 TEF
Fleury Jerry D. 62 12/8/2009 St Charles IL/Cortland IL 12/10/2009 ABN
Ford Gary R. 58 1/22/2010 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 1/24/2010 ABN
Fruend Gale Joseph 74 1/28/2010 Bakersfield CA 2/10/2010
Gafford Samuel L. Sr. 71 1/17/2010 Lee IL 1/19/2010
Garland Richard M. 77 11/13/2009 DeKalb IL 11/19/2009
Garvy Cheryl M. Geary 65 1/14/2010 Loves Park IL 1/16/2010
Gates Eeileen Marie Corrigan 53 2/11/2010 Sandwich IL/ Ottawa IL 2/12/2010
Gavin Alma M. Weismiller 79 11/27/2009 Sheridan IL/Somonauk IL 11/30/2009
Gay Judith Ann 70 12/17/2009 Genoa IL 12/21/2009
George Stephen W. 73 11/30/2009 Milford OH 12/9/2009
Getzelman Arthur E. 84 11/13/2009 Hampshire IL 11/17/2009
Gielczowski Theresa A. Ramsey 56 1/25/2010 Huntley IL 1/27/2010
Gittleson Eleanor D. 90 1/13/2010 DeKalb IL 1/16/2010
Govig John W. 47 11/24/2009 Malta IL 11/26/2009
Gramley Leon F. 66 1/15/2010 Kaneville IL 1/18/2010
Grandgeorge Gladys M. Menk 75 12/4/2009 Somonauk IL 12/5/2009
Griswold Paul Allen 45 1/19/2010 DeKalb IL 1/22/2010
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DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries G vep-vaevrREEPRESS
Nov. 16, 2009-Feb 15, 2010 W SR= SANDWICH RECORD
compiled by Norma Coleman and Kristy Gravlin B L O e HOME
LAST FIRST DEATH RESIDED DATE OF
NAME NAME AGE DATE IN ISSUE
Griswold Bertha 94 1/11/2010 Sandwich IL 2/8/2010 ABN
Grosser Ernst K. 80 12/13/2009 Arlington Heights IL 12/15/2009
Guenther William J. "Bill" 88 12/29/2009 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 1/3/2010 ABN
Gulley Nadine Ellen Dauderman 89 12/14/2009 DeKalb IL 12/16/2009
Haeffner Gilberte M. Liegeois 82 12/27/2009 DeKalb IL 12/30/2009
Hamilton Wayne Arthur 79 1/28/2010 Genoa IL 1/30/2010
Hammer Bobby E. "Bob" 83 12/24/2009 Metamora IL 12/29/2009
Hammett Bernice H.Wallin 94 12/14/2009 DeKalb IL 12/19/2009
Hansen Marolyn Francis Miller 76 1/17/2010 DeKalb IL 1/19/2010
Harazin Joseph G. 95 1/17/2010 Sycamore IL 1/20/2010
Hardekopf Daniel F. 45 12/21/2009 Somonauk IL/Blanchardville W1 12/22/2009 ABN
Harding Edward William 79 1/5/2010 Edgerton WI 1/11/2010
Harms Lyle E. 77 12/14/2009 Rochelle IL 12/16/2009
Hawbaker Lucille A. Espe 90 1/11/2010 Paw Paw IL 1/13/2010
Hawkins Diane F. (Kalivoda) 63 1/4/2010 Bolingbrook IL/Somonauk IL 1/9/2010 TEF
Healey Sharon B. Gande 60 1/18/2010 DeKalb IL 1/20/2010
Heiss Dawn A. (Lee) 50 11/16/2009 DeKalb IL/Big Rock IL 11/26/2009 KCR
Henna Hardy 77 11/16/2009 Rochelle IL 11/18/2009
Hess Carol (Sears) 84 1/29/2010 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 2/4/2010 KCR
Hofbauer Marjorie A. Sommerville 79 12/16/2009 DeKalb IL 12/18/2009
Hoglin Ellen H. "Hillie" 94 1/9/2010 DeKalb IL 1/13/2010
Hoots Mary Ann Coleman 69 1/20/2010 Oklahoma City OK 1/25/2010
Humes Timothy J. 36 11/20/2009 DeKalb IL/Somonauk IL 11/26/2009 KCR
Immer Ralph E. 88 12/31/2009 St Charles IL/Sandwich IL 1/3/2010 ABN
Irving Elmer K. 79 1/31/2010 DeKalb IL 2/2/2010
Jackson Robin T., Jr. "Rob" 42 12/13/2009 Sandwich IL 12/16/2009 ABN
Jennings Jewel Irene Hatfield 90 12/13/2009 DeKalb IL 12/15/2009
Jensen Very Rev James M. 62 11/14/2009 New Harford NY 11/17/2009
Johnson Eugene C. "Geno" 76 12/28/2009 DeKalb IL 12/29/2009
Johnson Jan LaDel Dennis 73 1/21/2010 Sandwich IL 1/30/2010
Johnson Raymond "Kent" 69 12/8/2009 Aurora IL 12/10/2009
Karch Emma Rita Kirchmann 90 12/2/2009 Virgil IL 12/4/2009
Kellogg Wilma 96 12/18/2009 Sycamore IL 12/19/2009
Kendall Doris K. Allen 85 11/30/2009 DeKalb IL 12/3/2009
Kennedy James "LeRoy" 90 1/28/2010 Glen Ellyn IL 2/1/2010
Kiley Jerry 69 2/3/2010 Sandwich IL/Oswego IL 2/5/2010 ABN
King Diane M. (Garland) 53 12/24/2009 DeKalb IL/Shabbona IL 12/26/2009 TEF
Kingdon Frederick J. 95 11/24/2009 Rochelle IL 11/26/2009
Knoerzer Sharon A. 47 12/28/2009 Rochelle IL 12/29/2009
Knol Todd Richard 46 1/14/2010 Lockport IL 1/16/2010
Kocek Richard R. 80 2/13/2010 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 2/14/2010 ABN
Kossak Richard J. 21 2/7/2010 Downers Grove IL/Somonauk IL 2/9/2010 ABN
Krass Helen T. (Grela) 88 12/19/2009 Chicago IL/Sandwich IL 12/23/2009 ABN
Kriglstein Edward Donald 70 12/12/2009 Sandwich IL 12/14/2009 ABN
Lamb B. J. 73 1/13/2010 Maple Park IL 1/15/2010
Larson Luella I. (Jensen) 80 1/12/2010 Sheridan IL/Sandwich IL 1/14/2010 ABN
Legner Bernice E. (Parisot) 91 12/23/2009 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 12/27/2009 ABN
Levrouw Elaine M. Durling 84 12/6/2009 DeKalb IL 12/9/2009
Littlejohn Daniel M. 61 1/7/2010 DeKalb IL 1/9/2010
Locascio Anna 86 12/14/2009 DeKalb IL 12/16/2009
Lofftus James W. 82 12/19/2009 Canton IL 12/23/2009
Logeland Phyllis M. (Schaffer) 93 1/30/2010 Somonauk IL/Leland IL 2/4/2010 KCR
Long JC Keith 69 12/21/2009 Tellico Plains TN 12/22/2009
Lowery Patrick Waylon 28 11/15/2009 Lynchburg VA 11/23/2009
MacCabe Adam Day 37 11/22/2009 DeKalb IL 12/1/2009
Maciejewski Delora B "Dee" (Merrell) 78 12/2/2009 Barard MO/Sandwich IL 12/4/2009 ABN
Maher Ramon "Ray" 79 2/5/2010 DeKakb IL 2/6/2010
Marlow Charlie 76 11/15/2009 Speedwell TN 11/25/2009
Marsh Kenneth W. 94 12/23/2009 DeKalb IL 12/28/2009
Martinson Betty J. Diehl 75 1/1/2010 Elburn IL 1/4/2010
McConkey Olive 93 1/17/2010 LaFarge WI 1/28/2010
Medzunas Ronald L. "Ronnie" 69 1/4/2010 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 1/5/2010 ABN
Meyer Lila Stahl Stroud 96 11/20/2009 Somonauk IL 11/24/2009
Miller Martha T. Seppala 98 1/8/2010 DeKalb IL 1/12/2010
Mitchell Richard L. 73 1/10/2010 Sycamore IL 1/12/2010
Moland Mabel L. Smith 86 12/31/2009 Creston IL 1/2/2010
Moore Dennis W. 84 1/14/2010 DeKalb IL 1/19/2010
Morsch Maxine M. Myers 93 1/14/2010 Hinckley IL/ Geneva IL 1/15/2010
Nelson Dr. John M. 84 1/15/2010 DeKalb IL 1/19/2010
Nolan Paul L. 89 12/18/2009 Shabbona IL 12/21/2009
Norton Bonnie Jean (Fairbanks) 79 2/4/2010 Sandwich IL/Montello WI 2/4/2010 KCR
O.Donnell Robert "Bob" 84 12/4/2009 DeKalb IL 12/7/2009
Osterle Eric 49 1/29/2010 DeKalb IL 2/5/2010
Overbey George R. 53 1/7/2010 DeKalb IL 1/11/2010
Penzoth Robert S. 78 12/20/2009 Rockford IL 12/25/2009
Perry Raymond L. 77 2/9/2010 Sycamore IL 2/11/2010
Phillips Donald "Dutch" Jr. 66 12/26/2009 Kaneville IL 12/29/2009
Pigott Larry Lee 69 2/6/2010 Delray Beach FL 2/15/2010
Pool Carl D. 65 12/5/2009 DeKalb IL 12/7/2009
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Popescu Jonathan C. 22 12/4/2009 Waterman IL 12/7/2009
Post Patricia J. "Patsy" Coyne 79 12/12/2009 Mesa AZ 1/11/2010
Ramirez Georgia Ann Romines 73 11/15/2009 DeKalb IL 11/18/2009
Ramsey Linda Lou O'Hara 62 1/1/2010 Lincoln NE 1/7/2010
Reid Geneva Mayes 87 12/2/2009 Waterman IL 12/4/2009
Rinka Marilyn A. 77 12/5/2009 Stevens Point WI 12/9/2009
Robbins Billy Dean 76 1/17/2010 Pontotoc MS/Somonauk IL 1/21/2010 ABN
Rotramel Ronald W. 66 1/21/2010 Cortland IL 1/23/2010
Ruby Robert J. 57 1/7/2010 DeKalb IL 1/11/2010
Ruff Ethel A. 87 12/25/2009 Sycamore IL 12/28/2009
Ruggles Alice M. (Barchus) 77 12/10/2009 Millington IL/Sandwich IL 12/13/2009 ABN
Rutledge James Albert 92 11/29/2009 Lincoln NE 12/1/2009
Rutledge Margaret Jane Rohrbacher 89 12/30/2009 Lincoln NE 12/31/2009
Saahi Donald J. 81 12/5/2009 DeKalb IL 12/7/2009
Sams Bennie W. Sr. 72 12/5/2009 Smithland KY 12/8/2009
Sanders William M. "Bill" 77 11/26/2009 Maple Park IL 11/30/2009
Schaack Joseph Robert "Bob" 86 1/13/2010 Kingston IL 1/15/2010
Scheffers Lillian L. McConn 51 12/4/2009 Sycamore IL 12/8/2009
Schleifer Betty Ann Leifheit 76 1/6/2010 Hinckley IL 1/8/2010
Schmidt Barbara Michaelson 56 12/3/2009 Meridian MI 12/22/2009
Schmuller Margaret F. 89 12/9/2009 Fort Wayne IN 12/11/2009
Schoo Lorraine Flood 91 12/12/2009 DeKalb IL 12/14/2009
Schuppner Paul F. 82 12/27/2009 Virgil IL 12/30/2009
Schweiger Joseph Doyle 64 1/28/2010 Sandwich IL 1/31/2010 ABN
Scott Sandra L. Lange 65 1/23/2010 Sycamore IL 1/26/2010
Sherrill Judie Shipp 65 12/10/2009 Cortland IL 12/14/2009
Shimkus Margaret D. Daws 84 12/1/2009 DeKalb IL 12/3/2009
Siebrasse Donald F. "Zeke" 85 11/25/2009 DeKalb IL 11/26/2009
Sisco Louis 96 12/30/2009 DeKalb IL 1/1/2010
Steczo Larry J. 57 1/1/2010 Sycamore IL 1/7/2010
Stone William A. "Bill" 45 1/19/2010 Cortland IL 1/21/2010
Storm Carol Offner 89 12/23/2009 DeKalb IL 12/25/2009
Suddeth John Jay 44 12/16/2009 Huntersville NC 12/23/2009
Suddeth Marjorie Mae Simpson 91 1/11/2010 Genoa IL 1/13/2010
Suggett Albert Lawrence Jr. 86 1/4/2010 Kaneville IL 1/8/2010
Swanson Larry L. 63 1/11/2010 St Charles 1/13/2010
Sweeney Henry J. "Hank" 70 1/20/2010 Sheridan IL/Somonauk IL 1/21/2010 ABN
Theissing Virginia M. 76 1/30/2010 St Charles IL 2/6/2010
Thompson Royce A. 86 1/16/2010 DeKalb IL 1/19/2010
Thompson Sherman M. 99 11/21/2009 Aurora IL 11/25/2009
Todnem Cecelia O. Kallem 92 11/19/2009 Bigfork MT 11/21/2009
Torman Scott D. 57 12/21/2009 Paw Paw IL 12/23/2009
Underwood Myrla "Tiz" Geithman 85 1/21/2010 Sycamore IL 1/28/2010
Vanwormer Mary Ellen Leinweber 61 1/23/2010 Sycamore IL 1/27/2010
Vaughn James H. "Red" 76 1/11/2010 DeKalb IL 1/13/2010
Voga Dennis "Denny" 69 11/16/2009 Earlville IL/Sandwich IL 11/26/2009 KCR
Voss Martin C. 59 1/19/2010 Des Plaines IL 1/23/2010
Wagle John S. "Jay" Ill 63 2/7/2010 DeKalb IL 2/9/2010
Wagner Berdeane (Anderson) 95 2/3/2010 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 2/4/2010 TEF
Walker Mary Margaret Jones 87 2/6/2010 DeKalb IL 2/8/2010
Warner James C. 78 11/18/2009 DeKalb IL 11/28/2009
Weinert Blanche 93 12/28/2009 Philadelphia PA 12/31/2009
Welch David H. 79 11/14/2009 Aurora IL 11/18/2009
Werner Francis B. "Fritz" 88 1/15/2010 Somonauk IL/Leland IL 1/17/2010 ABN
Werner Susan B. (Bettis) 60 1/23/2010 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 1/26/2010 ABN
White Adam B. 90 1/3/2010 DeKalb IL 1/5/2010
Whitson-Krog Leora Joan (Austill) 64 12/6/2009 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 12/8/2009 ABN
Wicks Ronald L. 71 12/29/2009 Sandwich IL/Leland IL 12/31/2009 ABN
Williams Irma M. Kober 80 12/4/2009 DeKalb IL 12/7/2009
Willrett James E. 75 11/12/2009 Malta IL 11/18/2009
Willrett Marilyn A. Priess 77 2/3/2010 Sycamore IL 2/4/2010
Wilson Erlene (Carroll) 80 1/3/2010 Dyersburg TN/Sandwich IL 1/7/2010 KCR
Winckler Doris M. Oberhart 83 12/5/2009 Little Rock IL 12/8/2009
Withaar David P. 46 2/7/2010 Hinckley IL 2/10/2010
Yaeger John Reinard 74 11/30/2009 Arlington TX 12/17/2009
Yearton Gary L. 63 12/29/2009 DeKalb IL 1/5/2010
Zimmer Winifred "Winnie" 85 11/21/2009 Virgil IL 11/24/2009
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP OTHER PUBLICATIONS
Afton 7.00 Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00
Cortland 8.00 Boies History of DeKalb County  SOLD OUT 2500
DeKalb (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 Capt. Benj. Page of American Revolution, Sycamore 15.00
Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel 15.00
Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers
Franklin 8.00 & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917 30.00
Genoa 10.00 Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95
Kingston 8.00 Plastic Book Cover for Journeys 4.00
Malta 8.00 Sycamore According to Luke (McLagan) SOLD OUT 15.00
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition 8.00 “Voters & Taxpayersof Dekatb-Co1876 25700
Oak Mound, Somonauk 8.00 1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois 5.00
Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50
Paw Paw 8.00 CORNSILK QUARTERLY
Pierce 8.00 Cornsilk, current issue 7.50
Pleasant Hill, Mayfield 8.00 Cornsilk back issues, each 5.00
Sandwich 8.00 Circle those desired:
Shabbona 8.00 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Sumer, Fall, Winter
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2004 edition 20.00 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
South Grove 10.00 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter
Squaw Grove 9.00 2006/ vol. 25: Spring; Summer —; —
Sycamore Twp, 1980 10.00 2005/ vol 24: Spring; Summer; Fall; Winter
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co. 8.00 Others:
Victor 7.00
NOTECARDS
Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack 5.00
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS
1870 1880 1900 Total merchandise

Afton 9.00 8.50 8.00
Clinton 9.00 9.50 10.00 DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax
]C)Zﬁl;l]%d iégg i 528 L0 Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling

Ward 1 City 10.00 Add $1.00 each Cornsilk for P/H

Ward 2 City 10.00

Ward 3 City 10.00 Add $1.00 for Notecard pack for P/H

Ward 4 City 10.00 Grand Total Enclosed $

Franklin 9.00 10.50
Genoa 9.00 10.50
Kingston 9.00 10.50 MAIL TO
Malta 10.00  10.50 DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
Mayfield 9.00 8.50 P.O. Box 295
Milan 8.00 9.50 Sycamore, IL 60178
Paw Paw 9.00 10.50
Pierce 9.00 8.50
Shabbona 11.00 11.50
Somonauk 24.00 27.00
South Grove 8.00 7.50
Squaw Grove 9.00 10.50
Sycamore 22.00 32.00
Victor 9.00 8.50 ALSO
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00 All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county

depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are
available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178. Hours: Monday-
Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
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: Membership Form Contributing Membership $25
| Three-year Membership $40
| Date : New Renew o )
I Organization/Group Membership $15
: Name(s) Lifetime Membership $200
: Address Amount enclosed $
I City State Zip
| I would consider: Officer: Yes No
: Phone () Committee type:
| E-mail

|
I Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
: P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178

DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society
Genealogical Queries

Date Instructions/Comments:

Order/Request submitted by:

Reply to be sent to:
Name

Address
City/State/Zip

Phone ()

E-mail

Mail to
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178
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DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,
Archive & Cultural Center Resources

DeKalb

Barb City Motorcycle Museum
www.pierceh-d.com
815-756-3226

DeKalb Area Women'’s Center
E-mail: dawc@niu.edu
815-758-1351

Egyptian Theater
www.egyptiantheatre.org
815-758-1215

Ellwood House Museum
www.ellwoodhouse.org
E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net
815-756-4609

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center
(815)756-7904
www.gliddenhomestead.org
Email: gliddenhomestead@
juno.com

Gurler House & Heritage Assn.
www.bios.niu.edu/gurler
815-756-4259

Nehring Gallery
www.nehringgallery.org
E-mail: director@nehringgallery.

org
815-758-6363

At NIU

Anthropology Museum
www.niu.edu/anthro_museum
815-753-0230/815-753-0246

Art Museum

www.niu.edu/artmuseum
815-753-1936

Blackwell History of Education

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu
815-753-1236/815-753-1241

Regional History Center
www. ulib.niu.edu/reghist/
index.cfm
815-753-1779

Genoa

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage

Society & Museum
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net
815-784-5559

Hinckley
Hinckley Historical Society
www.hinckleyhistorical

society.com
815-286-7443

Kirkland
Kirkland Historical Society
815-522-6260

Malta

Malta Historical & Genealogical

Society & Museum
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
MaltaHistGenSoc.htm
815-384-3481/815-825-2367

Sandwich

City Hall and Opera House
www.sandwichoperahouse.com
E-mail: ope-
rahouse@sannauk.com
815-786-2555

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich

Historical Society
Www.prairienet.com/stonemill/
815-786-8141/815-786-2513

Shabbona

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/
E-mail: sirmuseum@aol.com
(general)
E-mail: sirmuseum@gmail.com
(research)
Phone: 815-824-2597

Shabbona Historical Society
815-824-2422

Somonauk
Olmstead Memorial Museum
815-498-2417/815-228-1474

Sycamore

DeKalb County Historical &

Genealogical Society
815-758-4831
Leonard@math.niu.edu

Family History Center at LDS
Church
815-895-0702

Joiner History Room
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
JoinerHistoryRoom/
home_page.htm
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ dek-
albcounty.org
815-895-7271

Midwest Museum of Natural

History
www.mmnh.org
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org
815-895-9777

North Grove School & North Grove

School Assn.
www.northgroveschool.org
E-mail: in-
fo@northgroveschool.org

Sycamore History Museum
www.sycamorehistory.org
E-mail: sychist@tbc.net
815-895-5762

Waterman

Waterman Area Heritage Society &

Museum
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
WatermanSoc.htm
815-264-7773/815-264-7717



MAY IS NATIONAL PRESERVATION MONTHI

Old Is the New Green is the theme for this year's National Preservation Month, sponsored by the
National Trust for Historic Preservation who declares, "Preservation is good for communities and
good for the pocketbook, and in the face of the growing climate crisis, preservation has a
significant role to play in fostering development that is more environmentally and economically
sustainable.” Reinvesting in older and historic buildings or becoming a member of a local
preservation organization helps build a more sustainable world.

And it's never too early to start teaching children about places that matter. From art to social
studies, lessons that incorporate historic preservation fopics go beyond typical textbook activities
by teaching students to recognize and appreciate the rich heritage that surrounds them.

Help support DeKalb County's rich heritage:
¢ Become a member of one additional historical society or museum
¢ Volunteer your time or talent
¢ Plan to visit a local museum or historical site
¢ Send a donation, large or small; every one is very much appreciated

For museum hours and brief descriptions of each, pick up a DeKalb County Historical Resources
Guide at your local library or museum, or use the contact information on the inside back cover.
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