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His Land 

 

Shabbona left Assi-

menek in 1849 on one 

of his visits west. His 

visits never lasted 

more than a couple of 

years.1 When he re-

turned in 1851, he 

found strangers on his land and with many trees 

cut down. The expected rent money had not been 

paid. He, his wife, three daughters and his grand-

children were driven off and camped on Big Rock 

Creek for several weeks. Settlers fed them. Shab-

bona, with tears in his eyes, told Scott Tracy, “Big 

white man call me damn Indian. Shabbona never 

damn white man.”Looking up, he continued, “Up 

there, all alike, all alike.”2 

 

At the 1829 treaty signing Shabbona let his prefer-

ence be known he would like his reservation to 

include his old village and council house at Assi-

menek. The Surveyor-General of Illinois and Mis-

souri had a plat made and Shabbona fondly hoped 

that the home was secured to his band forever.“I 

believe,” wrote Hickling, “that in all other reserva-

tions granted by that treaty such reservations en-

joyed them in fee and only required the consent 

and signature of the president to pass a good title . 

. . Why Shabbona’s case should differ from all the 

rest I could never determine. . . . During the ab-

sence of poor old Shabbona, these lands were sold 

by public sale at Dixon . . . in answer to an appeal . 

. . the General Land Dept. said that Shabbona had 

forfeited and lost title by removing away from 

them. It is said that the old warrior wept like a 

child.”3 The Senate had arranged that Shabbona, 

being a native, could not sell his land, or even own 

it if he stopped using it. 

 

Settlers had legally bought his land and cut his 

large trees to sell or split into rails for fencing. 

Gurdon Hubbard wrote that “even the large trees 

beneath whose shade were the little mounds 

which marked the graves of his children, and the 

mounds themselves were razed.4 

 

“Because he had no right to sell his land there 

were many arguments,” said the Norton daughter

-in-law.“Some urged that Shabbona sold the land 

for his own good or for the good of his tribe. He 

thought that since the government had given this 

land to him that he could do whatever he wished 

with it. I do not think he understood that he was 

doing any wrong. The Gates brothers sold Shab-

bona’s two sections to various people; they had to 

buy it all over again from the government, paying 

20 to 40 times as much.”5 

 

After being cursed and driven away, Shabbona 

painted his face black and mourned the loss of his 

children's graves. He fasted until he was weak.6   

Shabbona never doubted the existence of God or 

of his powerful control over people and animals 

down to the smallest insect. The Potawatomi put 

great importance in regular visits and care of 

graves and communing with the dead for help in 

the present life. Annual ceremonies lasting eight 

to ten days honored the spirits, many graves being 

marked with pieces of white cloth on poles. 

Adults blackened their faces and fasted two days 

with sounds of lamentation. Then, faces were 

washed and people put on decorations and feast-

ed. A wooden food dish was placed at each grave. 

Celebration ended with a ceremonial ball game, 

excited dogs mixing with the players as they 

raced around the grounds.7 Early Somonauk 

Creek settlers told of native gatherings along the 

1 

       Part 7 of 7 

     Chief Shabbona 
  by Marilyn Rasmusen 

Taken from Portrait and Bio-
graphical Album of DeKalb Co., 
1885 
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creek for annual festivals honoring the dead.  

 

Shabbona’s homeless family wandered the prai-

ries and woodlands from place to place. One 

morning Andrew Anderson, who had emigrated 

from Norway in 1847, was clearing some land 

near Harding. As he started to chop down a large 

tree, a protesting voice called to him from the 

branches. Shabbona had spent the night sleeping 

in the tree.8 

 

His Final Home  

 

During the 1850s Shabbona spent much time 

traveling, even as far as Canada. Having lost the 

respect of most Potawatomi, he visited his people 

in Kansas but never wanted to live there. Some-

times he would visit his daughter’s family in Chi-

cago. His son-in-law, Mark Beaubien, would not 

allow the children to make fun of their old grand-

pa’s ways. They could hardly keep straight faces 

at the table when Shabbona took butter on his 

hands to spread on his bread. Beaubien always 

gave him one of the best rooms in their hotel with 

a big four-poster, but when he would look in, he 

always found Shabbona asleep on the floor.9  

 

One cold November morning in Joliet Perry Arm-

strong rose a little after daylight and looked out 

his hotel window. He saw Shabbona across the 

street walking slowly up and down the sidewalk. 

He was beating his arms across his shoulders, 

obviously chilly. Huddled up in warm blankets 

close to a high board fence were three sleeping 

figures. When Armstrong hurried down to greet 

his old friend, Shabbona explained they had 

come into town late the night before. Armstrong 

understood his unwillingness to wake anyone 

and wrote “Tell us not that he who did this act of 

human kindness had no soul to save.”  

 

Those who remembered his help in the fragile 

days of early settlement aided Shabbona as much 

as they could. Once a DeKalb County school was 

dismissed so the children could go visit “old 

Chief Shabbona.”10  Sentiment was strong for 

finding Shabbona a home. Finally, Lucien Sanger 

and George Walker of Ottawa organized a fund 

drive.  

 

A festive Fourth of July ball was arranged to ben-

efit Shabbona. He and his family of about 15 

came to that 1857 event dressed in their finest, as 

did all the worthy citizens of Ottawa. The grand 

finale of the evening was a competition to choose 

the most beautiful lady. George Walker appoint-

ed Shabbona as judge. Each of the beautifully 

gowned ladies in their silks and satins paraded 

up and down the hall before him as he cast an 

appraising, but twinkling, eye. At last, he clapped 

a decisive hand on wife Pkuknequa’s ample 

shoulder. “She most big; she most pretty,” he de-

clared, and the jovial crowd applauded his diplo-

matic decision.  

 

A 20-acre plot was purchased on the south side of 

the Illinois River near Morris. Knowing it was 

illegal for an Amerindian to hold permanent title, 

Mr. Sanger put ownership in the LaSalle County 

court system’s name in trust to benefit Shabbona 

and his heirs forever. A cabin was built where 

some of the relatives lived, but Shabbona and 

Pkuknequa preferred a traditional wigwam near-

by.11 

 

Shabbona visited Aurora two or three times a 

year; he drew his $200 pension at Galena and 

Oak Streets. He came to town on a small horse, as 

did his other men, while the women walked be-

hind. He traded with Mr. Street on River St., who 

always asked him in for supper. Sometimes Shab-

bona brought a venison quarter or a goose for a 

friend in town.12 

 

He was once in Ottawa and was invited to an af-

ternoon social for cake and ice cream. During the 

amiable chatter someone joked with Shabbona 

that if he would choose the prettiest lady there, 
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he could have her. Everyone laughed and insisted 

that he pick one, which he did. The boisterous 

mood suddenly chilled when Shabbona seized the 

lady's arm bidding her to come. In the quiet of the 

room the hostess tried to explain that “It was all in 

fun, Shabbona,” but it was evident he did not un-

derstand. Someone thought to suggest the pretty 

lady go upstairs to get her coat, which gave her a 

chance to slip away. When Shabbona realized he 

was the butt of a joke he was very angry and went 

away muttering threats. His friends tried to ex-

plain that the intent was not to embarrass him, 

and the lady left town for a while.13  

 

Shabbona did try to adapt to the new times; he 

would occasionally bring his grandchildren to 

church and kept them in strict order.14  When he 

would go to Chicago with neighbors, he was not-

ed for his sociable and agreeable qualities.15 Along 

the Illinois River he was welcome at any store and 

could take whatever gimcrack he fancied. When 

hungry, he would have a meal without paying; he 

was granted a lifetime pass by the Rock Island 

Railroad. It is said he used to ride on the platform 

of the last car and wave to his friends.16  

 

Once, however, he was refused the usual free pas-

sage over an Ottawa toll bridge. He was especially 

offended because he had a dozen or so relatives 

with him. The bridge tender was new and una-

ware that fees would be paid by Mr. Walker. The 

group had to wait some time till word could be 

sent and a message returned that Shabbona might 

cross whenever he pleased. The party rode across; 

then, at a command from Shabbona, all about-

faced and rode back. This back-and-forth kept up 

all afternoon.17 

 

When Shabbona would go to the Morris grist mill 

for flour, he often brought “his young chief” who 

would shoot an apple off another Potawatomi 

boy’s head every time he was offered a dime. 18 

This marksman was probably Smoke, who was 

reported to beat many settler boys in shooting ar-

rows at a coin placed in a split stick at 30 paces, 

thus winning the coin. “He was a remarkably 

handsome boy, as tall as his grandfather but not 

nearly as heavy.”19 Smoke was about 13 when his 

grandfather died; an intelligent boy, he was be-

queathed the leadership of the band and soon 

went to Kansas. However, he lived but a few more 

years.20  

 

An elderly Plano woman remembered that her 

mother said the Potawatomi traded berries “from 

down by the river” for chickens. They would ask 

for “white woman bake” which meant bread. An-

other woman remembered that “the men used to 

give Shabbona alcohol” and also that once a 

church meeting "with a minister” was held at 

Shabbona's cabin. She said Shabbona and two or 

three women, “never his wife -she was so stout 

she couldn't walk”—would come about once a 

week and get dinner at the Lear family's cabin.21  

 

In August 1858 Shabbona went to the Lincoln-

Douglas debate in Ottawa and sat on the platform 

behind Lincoln. He liked what Lincoln said about 

“the fundamental principles of civil liberty” relat-

ing to all, regardless of color. When Douglas said 

he was not in favor of Negros or Indians having 

the vote, Shabbona showed some emotion.22 He 

had a proper amount of dignity but was not al-

ways treated with respect. From the 1830s on, he 

carried on his person a folded paper wrapped in a 

piece of dressed buckskin. The paper certified that 

he was a celebrated warrior with Tecumseh and 

confirmed both his courage and his humane treat-

ment of “those unfortunate sons of Mars who fell 

into his hands”; it was signed by Captain B. Cald-

well. Not long before he died, Shabbona gave the 

paper to his old friend Hickling.23  

 

A few days before dying, Shabbona spent time 

with a friend in Morris; as the Rock Island train 

passed by, he marveled at this great invention. He 

left his short gun, his deed, a hatchet and family 

pictures with this friend, and these items were put 
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on display in the Grundy County Courthouse.24  

 

Shabbona died in July of 1859. He was afflicted 

with a kidney disease.25 He had been out hunting 

and becoming chilled, succumbed soon after. 

Pkuknequa continued to live on their Illinois River 

land. Shortly before she died she returned to Assi-

menek with her two daughters, camping in the 

brush near their old home and family graves. 

They stayed for three days.26  This trip may have 

been a last attempt to honor the Feasting of The 

Dead.  

 

Pkuknequa would sometimes drive to Sam 

Holderman’s; he would give her flour, vegetables 

and meat, an oldster remembered. “She was going 

there when she died. We lived on Ed Lott’s place 

and her ponies stopped there. Father put them in 

the road again and gave her the lines. She went, 

sitting in the bottom of the wagon, and we 

thought she’d be alright, her grand-daughter with 

her; this was evening. Next morning we found her 

just before Pine Bluff Ridge (the wagon over-

turned in Mazon Creek) lying face down in just 

enough water to reach her ears. And a little fur-

ther downstream, the grand-daughter, both 

drowned with the ponies feeding in the woods.”27 

 

Shabbona had told his wife that nothing special 

should mark his grave. It was customary for a 

pennon to denote the grave of a chief, but he said 

that his life was mark enough for him. Pkuknequa 

requested a tall wooden staff be placed at the 

grave in Morris’s Evergreen Cemetery.28 A later 

report about this read, “Be it said to the shame of 

the white men, for a long time no memorial stone, 

nothing but a piece of board stuck in the ground, 

showed the spot where lay the remains of the best 

and truest Indian friend of the settlers in the day 

of their tribulation . . . nearly 40 years after his 

death a large granite boulder is at his grave.”29 

Another tribute says, “Citizens erected a fine mon-

ument to the old chief who had ridden three po-

nies to death, a ride fit to be glorified beside the 

midnight ride of Paul Revere. Aye, more God-like. 

Revere rode to save his friends. Shabbona rode to 

save an alien race most of whom had proven 

themselves to be enemies of his people.”30 

 

Twenty-five years after Shabbona’s death, Gurdon 

Hubbard told his nephew that he had known 

many great men in his life, such as Chief Keokuk 

and President Lincoln, but that “Shabbona was 

the finest man, red or white, that I ever in my long 

life have known.”31 
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After publishing six of the seven articles in the 

Chief Shabbona series in Cornsilk, the document 

below was forwarded to The DeKalb County His-

torical-Genealogical Society from a representative 

of the Prairie Band Potawatomi. Because the affi-

davit of Built Like A Bear author James Patrick 

Dowd surfaced after Marilyn Rasmusen’s writ-

ings of “Chief Shabbona” and her subsequent 

death, the Society chose to publish the affidavit 

here in the interest of historical accuracy. This is-

sue of Cornsilk has also been referenced on page 

34 in the recent Society publication The Mark of 

Chief Shabbona. Inconsistent spellings and capitali-

zation below are per the original document. 

 

Affidavit of James Patrick Dowd 
 

I, James Patrick Dowd, am a historian, author, consultant and certified genealogist. I am the 

author of the 1979 book Built Like A Bear, which is a descriptive name for one of the last great 

Chiefs of the ‘Three Fires’ In Illinois … SHABNI (HE HAS PAWED THROUGH), a biography 

of Indian leader Shabbona (Shab-eh-nay). (Attachment A, Dowd Certification, Synopsis of 

Written Works) 

My 1979 book relied heavily upon two historical resources I received from the National Ar-

chives in answer to my research request for information concerning the leader Shabbona, 

National Archives Reserve Files A-416 and B-27. 

After publication of my 1979 book, I learned that the information contained in National Ar-

chives Reserve File B-27 did not refer to Shab-eh-nay, but rather to a man with a similar 

name—Shobbonier (a.k.a. Shobonier or Chevalier). In Chapter 10 of my book Built like a 

Bear I inadvertently combined information into one discussion regarding two separate 

reservations created in two separate treaties for two different individuals. One was near 

Paw Paw Grove, Illinois (Shab-eh-nay’s Grove) reserved to Shab-eh-nay and his Band and 

the other a two section reservation granted to Sho-bon-ier near Crown Point, Indiana. The 

man named Shobbinier/Chevalier was a Metis who generally lived in the state of Indiana 

and Shab-eh-ney generally lived in Illinois. 

I further studied the 1833 Treaty of Chicago and concluded beyond doubt that they are two 

distinct individuals. Shab-eh-nay and Shob-bon-ier both signed the treaty on the same 

page with their individual marks. (Attachment B, Kappler, vol. 2, p.404) 

At the time, I also inadvertently concluded that Shab-eh-nay had received payment for the 

sale of his reservation. He did not. In 1992 I found documentation in the National Ar-

chives showing that “Shobonnier” descendants received $1,600 for the land reserved in 

Indiana, not for land in Illinois. Further, none of the three Shobbonier descendants listed 

in reference to the payment documents descend from Shab-eh-nay. 

I have reviewed, collected, amassed and referenced thousands of documents about Shab-eh-

nay since the 1979 book publication. I have not seen any documents showing that Shab-eh

-nay ever received payment for his Illinois reservation. 

 

FURTHER AFFIANT SAITH NOT. 

 

(signed) James Patrick Dowd, May 23, 2002       (notarized) Paulette E. Charhut, May 23, 2002 

Addendum to “Chief Shabbona” 

5 
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The Church History Series  
 
This is an occasional series containing histories of the dozens of churches throughout DeKalb 
County. The editor welcomes articles for this column. If you know of a church that should be 
featured, send a 2- to 3-page history of the church with photos to the editor.  

Mayfield Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
by Averil Schreiber and JoAnn English 

 

The church at 28405 Church Road in rural Sycamore, 

Mayfield Township has evolved both as a congrega-

tion and as a worship site since early settlers held the 

first services in homes. When the northern part of 

DeKalb County was opened for settlement in 1835, 

several families of Nichols from New York State 

settled in Liberty (now Mayfield) Township. They 

were religious people, at first holding Methodist 

Episcopal services in homes. 

 

The first recorded meeting of the Wesley Methodist 

Church was held at Brush Point School on May 4, 

1845. One of the foundation principles of this church 

was its opposition to slavery. In the days before the 

Civil War, this congregation was one of the strongest 

organizations in the township to oppose slavery. 

Members also were involved in the Underground 

Railroad. 

 

Known conductors on the Underground Railroad 

were Peter, Ira and John Nichols; Charles, Joshua 

and Stephen Townsend; Mulford and William Nick-

erson. Later, in 1863, the congregation voted to send 

delegates to the Anti-Slavery Conference in Chicago. 

Deacon David West, from Sycamore and the leader 

of the Underground Railroad in this northern Illinois 

area, probably preached at Mayfield Church.  

 

Sensing the need for a church building, local resident 

Rev. William A. Nickerson called an organizational 

meeting in 1860. The society adopted a constitution 

and indicated the church should be built near Brush 

Point Cemetery (later Mayfield Cemetery, which has 

always been independent of the church). 

 

The new constitution stated that the “seats in said 

house” should be open for occupation of all Evangel-

ical Christians subject to the control of the Trustees.” 

The society was to be known by the name of 

“Wesleyan Methodist Church of America in the 

town[ship] of Mayfield.” The next day, Armenea 

Nichols and Rachael Townsend rode horseback, so-

liciting for the church, promising that all denomina-

tions could use it. However, the Wesleyan Method-

ists predominated, and they closed the doors to other 

denominations. 

 

A split in the congregation occurred. This gave rise 

to a short-lived congregation (1861-1878), the 

“Congregation of Disciples of Christ in and about the 

town[ship] of Mayfield,” who built a church one 

mile west of the present Mayfield CUCC Church.  

 

At the October 26, 1860, meeting of the society of the 

Wesleyan Methodist Church, 42 persons had signed 

Mayfield Church celebrates 150 years! 
 

You are invited to attend 
 

Anniversary Service, October 24 
 

(corner of Aldrich and Church roads) 
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pledges, totaling $1,102.50. Timber for the church 

frame was donated by David Tower, who had 40 

acres of virgin timber. Settlers who were good with 

an ax hewed the timbers while others felled trees 

and did building work. Finished lumber was 

brought from Belvidere where there was a railroad. 

The cost for the church was about $1,200. The first 

service was conducted in 1862.  

 

This original building is now the sanctuary for the 

current Mayfield CUCC Church. At the time, a small 

bell was placed in the belfry. Pews in the church 

came together at the center of the room. Ladies sat 

on one side, men on the other. Two pot-bellied 

stoves furnished heat. 

 

When the Wesleyan Methodist congregation of Syc-

amore disbanded, their large bell was given to May-

field to replace the small one. The large bell was 

sold in 1960 to Mr. Jesse Howard of Maple Park for 

$75. The proceeds were used to help pay for a piano, 

which was placed in the basement. 

 

The church continued as a Wesleyan Methodist 

Church until 1906 when it was no longer possible to 

obtain pulpit supply through this denomination. 

The church then voted to affiliate with the Congre-

gational churches where they could obtain pulpit 

supply largely through Wheaton College, and at the 

same time hold title to the property as an autono-

mous local congregation.  

 

In 1913 the sanctuary was raised and a basement 

section added beneath it. The sanctuary was remod-

eled and new pews were installed. Winifred Ren-

wick Patterson wrote in 1975, “the old pews were 

moved over on our [adjacent] front lawn and set up 

for Sunday services throughout that summer. It was 

my duty to wash and dry all the pews so that those 

who attended church in their Sunday clothes did not 

get them soiled on the seats. We moved our   piano 

over to the doorway of the front hall and opened the 

door and Ruby [Nichols] played for the singing.” 

 

The  church  was  largely  supported  by  members    

offering subscriptions, paid once a year. A weekly 

offering was also taken using baskets on long han-

dles that ushers moved in front of each person in the 

pews. The Ladies Aid Society also provided mone-

tary support. 

 

The west addition of church school space and a new 

kitchen in the lower level was dedicated on October 

24, 1954.  A men’s organization was formed by Pas-

tor Bilhorn. Many pancake and sausage suppers 

were held for the public, important social events 

and fund raisers still held today, as breakfasts. The 

Awana Youth Club organization was introduced to 

youth ages 8 through 13. Sunday evening services 

Pastors Who Served 
 

1860 William Nickerson  

1860s  James Clark and circuit riders  

1894-1897 Jonas Brooks  

1897-1899 W.W. Davis 

1899-1907 J.C. Huffman  

1907-1911 Lincoln A. Wolp 

1911-1913 W.W. Betts  

1913-1916 A.H. Post  

1916-1926 H.A. Cross  

1926-1936 W.W. Saunders  

1936-1939 M.E. Burke  

1939-1942 Peter Ivison  

1942-1943 Gerald Hallauer  

1943-1946 Arthur Upton  

1946-1948 Ray Gisselman (supply)  

1948-1950 Ralph Claybaugh  

1950-1953 Lawrence Perkins  

1953-1954 R.E. Emmert  

1954 Edward Shepard (supply)  

1954-1962 J.Merlyn Bilhorn  

1962 Dr. Furbay (supply)  

1963-1965 Paul Paskewitz  

1965-1966 Clare Nave 

1966 Dr. Furbay  

1966-1975 Marvin Ceynar  

1975-1979 Ray “Dutch” Scott  

1979-1984 Armin Munz  

1984-1991 Jean Vetere  

1991-2001 Nancy Foellmer 

2001-present Mary Gay McKinney  
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and mid-week prayer meetings were held during 

Pastor Bilhorn’s pastorate. 

 

In 1960, in honor of the centennial year, official 

groundbreaking began the 3,600 square foot east 

addition to the original structure. The architect  was 

Jack Barclay of Oak Park, Illinois; William Oltman 

was appointed contractor; his son Roger Oltman, 

carpenter; and through generous gifts of labor and 

money from members and friends, the addition was 

built. The building committee included Gail Moyers, 

Joe Lanan, Buck Drake, Archie Nicoson, and Ruth 

(Mrs. William) Oltman, with Donald Firkins as 

treasurer. The new addition cost approximately 

$20,000. 

 

Hot water heat replaced the coal furnace in the new 

and old structure; radiators were donated by DeK-

alb Agriculture Association. The main auditorium 

was paneled, new ceiling with new lighting above 

the altar, organ, and cross. Windows 

with panes of colored glass, carpet-

ing for the platform and front and 

side aisles, velvet altar drape, and 

window drapes were all installed. 

 

Roger Oltman recalls that the old 

steeple, repaired many times over 

the years, was badly rotted. A spire-

type steeple is shown in blueprints of the addition, 

but money ran out. Roger’s wife, Joyce, recalls that 

for a while a fluorescent cross was placed as a spire. 

However, it blew down too many times. Because of 

this fluorescent cross, the church became known as 

“The Light on the Hill.” The church continues to use 

this term. 

 

In 1961, the National Congregational Church 

merged with the Evangelical and Reformed Church. 

The Mayfield Church now became known as May-

field Congregational United Church of Christ. New 

name, same members, same faith! 

 

The Mayfield Church has always maintained a Sun-

day school program, and has been strongly con-

cerned about the adequate Christian education of its 

children, young people and adults, as well as an 

evangelistic program. Dedicated and loyal Sunday 

school teachers as well as organists and pianists 

have given their time and talents through the years. 

Evelyn (Elliott) Lanan volunteered her organist 

skills for over fifty years. Her last Sunday to play 

was in February 1999. 

 

The church has helped both financially and in other 

ways to propagate the Gospel in our county as well 

as in the world. At the close of WWII, when families 

from concentration camps were allowed to be spon-

sored and brought to this country, Mayfield com-

munity helped the Victor Eglitis family, who settled 

on the Ralph Moore farm on Church Road, to find 

work, and helped get them through the winter in 

this strange land.  

 

A new well was dug in 1973-74, and about this same 

time a new parsonage was built, funded by the sale 

of 1,364 DeKalb Ag stocks. In 1989 a 

new east window was installed in 

the 1960 addition, allowing a spec-

tacular and inspiring view of north-

ern Illinois farmland. In 1999 a hand-

icapped lift was installed. 

 

In 1979 Mayfield CUCC voted to 

yoke with Malta Congregational 

Church, and the two congregations shared a full-

time pastor, Rev. Armin Muntz from 1979 to 1984 

and Rev. Jean Vetere from 1984 to 1991. The pastor 

lived in the Mayfield parsonage. The Rev. Nancy 

Foellmer (1991-2001) was serving in 1996 when the 

Mayfield Church voted to become totally independ-

ent from the Malta Church. Rev. Foellmer became 

the full-time pastor at Mayfield. 

 

Both Rev. Foellmer and her predecessor, Rev. Jean 

Vetere, worked hard throughout the UCC  Confer-

ence promoting religions and social justice. Their 

efforts bore fruit in 2002, when the congregation 

voted to amend their constitution and by-laws as 

follows (Article III, policy #3): 

 

In view of the recommendation of the General 

 

Because of this  

fluorescent cross, the 

church became known as 

“The Light on the Hill”  
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Synod of the UCC, and as an expression of the 

practice and conviction of the congregation, we 

declare ourselves to be an “Open and Affirming 

Church,” made up of and welcoming people of 

any race, gender, age, na-

tionality, socio-economic 

status, sexual orientation, 

physical ability or mental 

condition. 

 

Mayfield Church was one of 

the first congregations in the 

area to approve this, at times, 

conflict-producing amend-

ment.  

 

Sadly, Rev. Foellmer died 

from complications of cancer in 2001. She is buried in 

Mayfield Cemetery (still not affiliated with the 

church), as are 4 other former pastors. 

 

The Rev. Mary Gay McKinney came to Mayfield 

Congregational UCC in 2001. Her salary included a 

housing allowance, as was becoming increasingly 

common. Because she owns a home in DeKalb, the 

parsonage residence was no longer needed. With 

redecorating, it is now the Mayfield Education and 

Office Annex, used for offices, meetings, education, 

and small group activities. 

 

Under Pastor McKinney the congregation has grown 

and been strengthened by all members, at this time 

114 persons. In addition, many other people actively 

support the church. 

 

The members of the congregation have always 

steered the direction of the Mayfield Church. The 

congregation’s influence includes those areas of edu-

cation, fellowship, and mission ministries. The edu-

cation of youth and adult members has always been 

deeply ingrained, according to intermittent records 

from 1883 to the present at the Northern Illinois Re-

gional History Center at NIU. 

 

Exciting programs for children, confirmands and 

adults have resulted in increasing attendance. Inspir-

ing large hanging banners, created by the young peo-

ple and their leaders, liven the paneled walls of the 

sanctuary.  

Documents and photographs relating to the church 

and its relationship to the greater Mayfield commu-

nity, as well as plaques listing those who served in 

WWI and WWII, are on permanent display in the 

History Room at the church. 

 

Early in the life of the 

church, women took a 

strong position in the con-

gregation, as they did in 

their lives as farm wives and 

mothers. The Ladies Aid 

Society (LAS) offered assis-

tance to needy people, as 

well as helping each other. 

In 1906 the LAS took re-

sponsibility of maintaining 

the physical structure of their church, raising money 

by selling handmade quilts and rugs. Until recently, 

Helen Moyers Ruud, a fourth-generation Towsend 

family member, continued the tradition and made 

old blue jeans into rag rugs, sold to benefit the now 

Women’s Fellowship.  

 

A memoir of the Ladies Aid from Evelyn (Elliott) 

Lanan notes,  

 

...One purpose was money making—paid toward 

minister’s salary, helped with expenses of the 

church, such as furnishings ... It was responsible for 

social events ... Had monthly meals—committee of 3 

women selected for each month to plan meal and 

solicit for food. During winter months the meals 

were held at noon, at one time Thanksgiving dinner 

was served, always had fried chicken supper ... Oth-

er meals: roast pork, roast chicken, roast beef, baked 

ham, chicken and biscuits. 

 

Mayfield Church was once a “rural neighbors” 

church of predominately Mayfield Township resi-

dents. The distance people can now travel has ena-

bled the congregation to grow and flourish. They 

continue the work of God in spreading the gospel, 

promoting justice, seeking peace, and building the 

community through local and international minis-

tries. At the present time Mayfield Church is the only 

church in Mayfield Township. ♦ 
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T he Little Indian Creek trickles through a wood-

ed area in sections 29 and 30 in the southwest 

corner of Clinton Township in the south part of 

DeKalb County, Illinois.  Native Americans, home-

steading farmers, and politicians have inhabited this 

scenic spot, surrounded by rich prairie soil.  The ar-

ea around this mature forest of oak and hickory 

trees was the home of Chief Shabbona, Oliver John-

son, Reuben Pritchard and others.     

 

In 1899, G. E. Congdon, historian for Waterman, 

DeKalb County, and the Old Settlers’ Picnics, de-

scribed Oliver P. Johnson as “the first settler of Clin-

ton Township, DeKalb County, Illinois, according to 

best authority.”  He reported Mr. and Mrs. Johnson 

settled in Johnson’s Grove in 1834.  He cited Boies’ 

History of DeKalb County, Illinois for his research.  

The Johnsons settled on the northwest edge of the 

grove.  On a visit in 1834, Johnson found three 12’ x 

16’ elm bark wigwams in Johnson’s/Pritchard’s 

Grove.  Native Americans used these as they 

stopped to tend their cornfields. Until then the grove 

had rarely been seen by white men. According to R. 

M. Pritchard, the 23-year-old Johnson first settled in 

Clinton Township on April 22, 1835.  Mr. Johnson 

lived in one of the wigwams until he could build a 

log house.  The 1905 Waterman Year Book states Oli-

ver married Elizabeth Ross in Ross Grove on July 13, 

1833 and 

settled in 

the grove 

with his 

wife and 

baby.  They 

stayed for 

three years.  

Living near 

Native 

Americans 

was chal-

lenging and 

the John-

sons moved 

to 

Melugin’s Grove in Lee County.   The Johnsons re-

turned for the first Old Settlers’ Picnic in 1877 and 

spoke of their settling in 1834.   

 

The Boies history states, in 1835, Deacon Pritchard 

also came through this section of country, on foot 

and alone, prospecting for a home in the West.  By 

then there were scattered settlements and most Na-

tive Americans were gone. He found the Clinton 

Township grove in section 29 and 30 just the spot he 

desired and resolved to possess it.  Rueben Mason 

Pritchard, son of Rueben and Maria Mason 

 “Johnson’s/Pritchard’s Grove” on Little Indian Creek, Part I 
by Sherrie Tuntland Martin 

 

Wed. Sept. 6, 1893 “You youngins’ go tell your Pa the grand gathering is at 10:00 a.m. and he still needs to wash up and put 

the stock in.  Lads, go sweep out the buggy and take them picnic baskets.  Where are your shoes?  You need to be wearin’ em 

when’s we leave.  But you needs to be takin’ em off when’s you’s runnin’ the races.  I can just hear them ole’ settlers tellin’ sto-

ries.  Put the horse weight in the buggy, we needs it to tether the horses.   Mr. Pritchard don’t allow no one to tie no horses to 

the fences or the trees!  Tell your Pa to forget his flask, no liquor allowed in the Grove!!!  Just think, this is the 17 th time your 

Granny’s gone to the grove!”         

 

Lost Communities of DeKalb County 
 

This series highlights some of the “corners,” “groves,” and “postal stops” that 

once existed. Towns still in existence will not be featured, except those who remain 

as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society are invited to research 

one of the lost communities and submit an article.  



Cornsilk            

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                            summer 2010, vol. 29 no. 2 

11

Pritchard, spoke of the grove in the little “town” of 

Clinton as “vast, undisturbed, unbroken, wilderness 

with the little grove of trees covering about 100 

acres.”  In 1836, after a forty-day wagon journey to 

and from New York, Mr. Pritchard returned with his 

family and was disappointed to find the grove al-

ready claimed.  It was occupied by the Johnsons, 

who had now given their name to the grove. Some 

members of Chief Shabbona’s tribe were still neigh-

bors.   

 

Pritchard moved on to Grand Detour, on the Rock 

River.  Eight years later, the Pritchard family re-

turned, found the Johnsons gone, and bought the 

claim.  By 1871, R. M. and E.A. Pritchard owned 

most of the land in sections 29 and 30 and are some 

of the “worthiest and best” citizens of the county.  

The DeKalb County census for 1850 reports Reuben 

Pritchard was born in 1798 in Vermont and Elotia 

Pritchard was born in 1806 in Vermont, Ethan A. 

Pritchard was born in 1833 in New York, and Reu-

ben M. was born in 1831 in New York.   When the 

county divided into townships, each chose a super-

visor, and Clinton Township chose Reuben 

Pritchard.   

 

In 1851, the Whitford/Pritchard Grove School was 

constructed by Albert Hinds near the southwest cor-

ner of Pritchard’s Grove, the first permanent school-

house in Clinton Township. The schoolhouse now 

serves as a nearby garage, adjacent to the grounds.  

Students used the grove for picnics, basket socials, 

entertainments, and science classes. The school rec-

ord book has been donated to the Waterman Area 

Heritage Society by the Louis Hardy family, long-

time residents of the grove.   

 

Victor Township was organized from parts of Afton 

and Clinton townships.  Meetings were held in Dea-

con Pritchard’s large barn until the schoolhouse was 

completed.  By July 24, 1853, the Johnson’s Grove 

Baptist Church is thriving, and Celestia Elmer, Mrs. 

R. M. Pritchard, became a member.  G. E. Congdon 

obtained a transcript of the Johnson’s Grove Church 

records from 1852 to 1861 and an 1848 transcript of 

the Johnson’s Grove Cemetery records.  The Johnson 

Grove Cemetery is just west of the grove.  On March 

22, 1858, Pritchard’s Grove was recorded as the 

birthplace of a child, A. D. Wood.    

 

The first event held at Pritchard’s Grove was a 

Fourth of July Republican rally in 1856.  For 36 

years, Pritchard Grove hosted Independence Day 

fireworks. The influx of citizens to the area spurred 

the formation of the Old Settlers’ Association.   

 

The group began to hold “Old Settlers Picnics” on 

the first Wednesday in September. The Old Settlers’ 

Annual was published by the “Committee of Ar-

rangements.” Over the years, Mr. Congdon recorded 

this event. The Joiner History Room has a copy his 

September 1, 1897, annual. It describes that picnic as 

the twenty-first and includes a description of the 

first picnic in 1877.  The six pages include the day’s 
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program, a necrology of that year’s 101 deceased old 

settlers, picnic details, and advertisements. A few 

historical facts concerning 100 early settlers, by 

township, are included. The subscription rate was 

one cent at the picnic and two cents afterward.   

 

The DeKalb Chronicle Illustrated Souvenir described 

the first Old Settlers event as a basket picnic.  Each 

family brought enough food for double their family 

number.  Friends spread their meals together on 

planks or on the ground.  The True Republican report-

ed about one thousand people were present.  Mr. 

Green, of Victor, presided.  Rev. Bean, of Waterman, 

delivered an address.  A choir provided music.  The 

gathering adjourned for dinner, a picnic in the 

woods, with great abundance for the whole multi-

tude.  A procession then formed according to each 

person’s year of settlement in the county. O. P. John-

son and wife were first, claiming Johnson’s/

Pritchard’s Grove in the spring of 1834.  Other 

settlers in the procession had arrived in 1835, 1836, 

increasing until 1860. The procession moved around 

the grounds until the stand was reached.  The crowd 

enjoyed music, speeches, and reminiscences of old 

times.  This kept up until 5 o’clock, when the gather-

ing adjourned with a firm resolve to hold yearly 

meetings. 

 

Congdon produced an “Epitome of 28 Picnics,” 

short reviews of each year’s event.  In 1878, 5000 

people attended.   Mr. R. M. Pritchard and Mr. J. C. 

Stoughton gave addresses.  A set of elegant silver-

ware, valued at $190 was given to Mrs. Pritchard.  

There was a procession.  Music by DeKalb and Sug-

ar Grove bands ended the day.   The 1879 picnic had 

a large crowd and featured the Sugar Grove band, 

Shabbona glee club, and a poem “Our Martyred 

President” read by Dr. N. E. Ballou of Sandwich.  

The detailed report for 1879 was divided into sec-

tions.  There was a narration of how the pioneers 

met, talked and sang.   There was no rain and little 

dust, a perfect day for people to take a long ride to 

the grounds.  By 10 o’clock, hundreds of teams of 

horses had entered Johnson’s Grove and the road 

north and south of the entrance gate was filled with 

more teams. Until 12 o’clock people still came dash-

ing into the picnic grounds with heavy loads of 

pleasure-seekers.  Twenty-five hundred people as-

sembled to do honor to the Old Settlers of Northern 

Illinois.  Band music, blessings, Shabbona Glee Club 

songs, organ music, group singing, and an address 

by R. M. Pritchard filled the morning.   

 

Mr. Pritchard greeted the Old Settlers and praised 

the Grand Reunion.  He relished the chance to meet 

face to face, to exchange hearty words of congratula-

tion and signs of life-long friendship, known and felt 

only by old pioneers.  He mentions the trials, “the 

changing vicissitudes of a life in the wilds of the 

west.”  He praises and honors the audience.  He sug-

gests they write the unwritten history of the early 

settlement of this country “upon their memory’s tab-

let” and to share it with the younger people present.  

He encouraged tradition be handed down from 

mouth to mouth, down through the countless gener-

ations. He requests they present to the audience 

their mind view of trials, sufferings, joys, hopes and 

fears, and progress in the early settlement of this 

country. He wants them to share how they were 

handed “subjection to the rugged wilderness of a 

state of nature.” He speaks to the younger citizens 

about “honoring these old settlers for paving their 

way.”  He encourages all to profit by the experiences 

of the old pioneers, and “catch their scraps of un-

written history as they fall from their lips,” and pass 

them on down to the generations to come.  The day 

continued with music, an original poem, an address 

by Mr. Wentworth, and dinner by the ladies.  In just 

a few minutes, “several acres of woods became 

dotted with little groups of picnickers, busily en-

gaged in devouring the various chicken fixings 

placed by fair hands before them. “ 

 

At 2 o’clock, there was a call to order by the presi-

dent. Mr. Oliver P. Johnson, the first settler at John-

son’s/Pritchard’s Grove, and his wife, were intro-

duced.  Oliver shared his early experiences in DeK-

alb County.  He said he saw as many Native Ameri-

cans at the grove at once, as he saw settlers present 

today.  He described living in the wigwam on his 

first visit and coming back to the grove in 1834 with 

his wife.  Then an essay by Mrs. L. N. Ashley, of 
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Tonica, Illinois, was read by Mrs. Agnes Storrs Ved-

der.  A lady from New York had volunteered to be 

present and assist.  She read and sang, “making the 

people joyous and happy.  Mrs. Vedder performed 

‘Coming Through the Rye’ and ‘Market Girl,’ in an 

entrancing manner, which showed she was highly 

cultivated, and possessed a melody and compass of 

voice rarely surpassed.”   

 

The program was so long, the Grand Procession of 

Old Settlers, the march around the 

square, and registrations were 

omitted.  The Honorable M. B. Castle 

was introduced to tell of his early ex-

perience in this country.  He said he 

was “a great, big, green boy.”  His 

address was full of mirth and wit.  

The audience stood in a vast solid 

mass about the stand until 4 o’clock.   

Capt. M. V. Allen led the election of 

officers.  A suggestion to move the 

Old Settler’s meeting to DeKalb creat-

ed a general buzz, “ensued as if he 

had tapped a hornet’s nest.” Speeches 

were made against removal and to 

get out of the scrape the motion was 

hastily withdrawn.   

 

The 1880 picnic was hindered by 

heavy rain, delaying arrivals. The speaker, General 

Beveridge, was kept away by a campaign.  The day 

included an original poem by M. B. Castle of Sand-

wich, speeches, recitations, Waterman Band music, 

and a procession. The 1880 census adds an intri-

guing tidbit about the grove’s neighborhood, listing 

a 23-year-old, single, male, “crayon artist” living 

near the Pritchard and Whitford farms. 

 

In 1881, the Old Settlers’ Picnic included 130 old 

settlers. Out of respect for their ages, Mrs. Lewis 

Olmstead and Marsh Sebree were given canes.  The 

1883 picnic boasted 3000 people, including 133 old 

settlers.  Frank Dale succeeded Mr. Pritchard as the 

new president.  In 1884, registration blanks were 

distributed to seventy old settlers.  In 1885 a rain 

storm prevented a picnic, but a collection of anti-

quated picnic mementos was begun.  The 1886 out-

ing was a pleasant day with an oration by Congres-

sional member Albert J. Hopkins.  Pleasant days oc-

curred in 1887 and 1888.  Political speeches become 

scarce and baseball games were added to the 1888 

agenda.  In 1889, after a morning rain, Mr. R. M. 

Pritchard spoke to a small crowd.  A ballgame be-

tween Waterman and Sugar Grove was called be-

cause of a heavy rain that lasted all night.  In 1890 

the weather was cloudy, with sprinkles. A very large 

crowd heard a speech from Rev. Nye 

of Sandwich and cheered on a ball-

game between Waterman and Sugar 

Grove.  Music was furnished by The 

Plow Boys and DeKalb bands. 

 

In 1891, the Old Settlers’ Picnic drew a 

large crowd; there was an oration by 

Rev. Griggs of Waterman, a rain 

shower, a speech by Harvey A. Jones, 

music by Plow Boy Band and Water-

man Quartette.  The grove was lush 

and green in 1892, but rain spoiled the 

picnic.  The 1903 Congdon Year Book 

has a copy of the poster from the 1893, 

17th annual picnic. The poster an-

nounces a game of baseball between 

Paw Paw and Amboy for a “purse” of 

$30.  Rev. Dawson of Shabbona was 

orator of the day and Thomas Jones gave remarks as 

an “Old Settler.” In 1894 the first souvenir badges 

were sold. In 1895, 57 old settlers registered and 31 

deaths were reported. 

 

The 1896 picnic featured a debate on money between 

W. E. Mason of Chicago and Charles K. Ladd of 

Kewanee.  The drive to Pritchard’s Grove was a 

pleasant trip through beautiful and fertile farming 

regions.  Excursion rates were secured from all ad-

joining towns.  The son of the first permanent settler 

in DeKalb County, William Sebree, was at the picnic.  

It was the largest crowd in the picnic history.  The 

grove was full of carriages all along the roads for 

considerable distances.  Neighboring houses also 

had hitched teams.  The grounds featured refresh-

ment stands, cheap goods, a ball-throwing gallery, 
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parcel-check room, a bicycle, a phonograph, and 

venders of novelties.  The woods rang with merri-

ment.  The necrology report included many names.   

 

Rain in 1897 delayed the picnic schedule, but just 

before noon it began to clear and a stream of teams 

poured into the grove.  Orations by clever speakers 

were enjoyed.   Most importantly, a steam merry-go-

round appeared in the grove for the first time.  The 

second Old Settlers’ Annual was available.  Dinner 

was at 12 o’clock.  There was an announcement the 

Annual would be sold before the picnic because the 

last year’s annual was a failure.  Ads were included 

to help pay expenses.  All enjoyed meeting old 

friends and talking over old times.  Mr. Green of 

Victor presided.  Rev. Bean of Waterman delivered 

an excellent address, and a choir sang.  The gather-

ing then adjourned for a picnic in the woods, with 

great abundance for the whole multitude.  That es-

sential ceremony over, they next formed a proces-

sion according to the years in which they came into 

the county.  The gathering adjourned at five, with a 

firm resolve to meet again.        

                                                                                                  

In 1898 the county’s old settlers gathered for their 

22nd reunion.  The day was beautiful.  The only 

fault was a chill in the air.  The roads were as hard 

and smooth as pavement.  The crowd was four or 

five thousand people.  Old settlers were there from 

all over the county.   S. D. Wesson, president, called 

the gathering to order.  Music was furnished by the 

Waterman Male Quartet consisting of Frank Giles, 

Corydon Tallman, and Frank and Carl Greeley, with 

Mrs. H. A. Lamb as accompanist.  The treasurer, Hi-

ram Kirkpatrick, read his report.  Historian, G. E. 

Congdon, reported 163 old settlers had passed away.  

The full list, with particulars concerning each, was 

printed in the DeKalb Chronicle. The day included a 

basket dinner, pioneer orations, music, and a ball-

game.  Refreshment stands, a merry-go-round, a 

dance floor, and other amusements added to the 

pleasure. Old friends looked forward to these reun-

ions with pleasure and the day was spent in a man-

ner similar to those of previous occasions.  “Truly 

some of the old pioneers were possessed of remarka-

ble vigor.”  

In September of 1900, The Chicago Times Herald print-

ed an item about the 24th old settlers gathering near 

Waterman. The following year, 1901, the quarter-

century picnic was held with the largest crowd in 

the history of the association. The Hon. Harvey 

Bostwick Hurd of Evanston spoke. Six medals were 

awarded. The first award went to W.M. Sebree, the 

oldest gentleman continuously residing in DeKalb 

County for the greatest number of years. The next 

medal was given to Martha Davis for residing in the 

county since 1844. J. H. Moore received a badge as 

the oldest gentleman born in DeKalb County.  The 

fourth badge went to Elle Sebree Howell as the old-

est lady settler born in county.  The medal for a mar-

ried couple of old settlers, both present, with the 

greatest combined ages, were Mr. and Mrs. S. M. 

Swift with the sum of 109 years.  The last medal 

went to the married couple who were both born in 

the county and both present at the picnic.   Mr. and 

Mrs. Wells Spencer of Waterman won with 91 years. 

To help pay expenses for the picnic, the committee 

sold attractive badges bearing a picture of the Indian 

Chief Shabbona. Does anyone know if a badge still 

exists?  

 

On July 19, 1902, the executive committee of the Old 

Settlers’ Association met to plan the 26th picnic.  

Committees were appointed and plans were dis-

cussed.  Mr. Potter was the president of the associa-

tion.  The meeting revealed the next picnic would 

not be held in Pritchard’s Grove.  The picnic for 1902 

was held in Norton’s Grove, near Shabbona. Alt-

hough the colorful history of Old Settlers’ Picnics at 

Pritchard’s Grove ended, the grove has been remem-

bered for these celebrations.  The Little Indian Creek 

still trickles through Pritchard’s Grove, cattle graze 

along the banks, and the oak trees still lure old-

timers to stop and remember its history. ♦ 
 

[Credits: Clinton Township Library; Joiner History Room; Water-

man Area Historical Society; dedicated DeKalb County histori-

ans and the history they have recorded; owners of the Pritchard 

Grove property for their efforts to maintain the grove.]   

 

 

Watch for Part II in the Fall issue    
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DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives 

of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  

Minutes of the Meeting, April 10, 2010 
by Marcia Wilson 

 
The quarterly meeting was convened at 9:00 a.m. at the 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center by Sandy Lyon, chair. 
Twelve representatives from county museums/
organizations were in attendance. 
 
NIU History Fair: A discussion of the Illinois History 
Fair commended especially Kirkland and St. Mary 
schools for numerous entries and superior awards. 
Kirkland and Genoa schools have research centers for 
students to use to research their projects. More school 
participation from DeKalb County is encouraged. 
Members of the KVHS have helped fund expenses for 
Genoa students to take part. A problem seen by judges 
is that students tend to use mainly Internet sources. It 
was suggested that each organization make a list of 
their resources and forward to their local schools. Extra 
Cornsilks could be given to schools with a research 
center, or possibly a PDF file sent if permitted by the 
Society. 
 
Cooperative ventures with schools: Ideas were: oral 
history projects, walking tours of historic areas/
downtown, and specific interactive projects like nam-
ing of the KVHS Civil War mannequin by Genoa stu-
dents. 
 
County museums website: DCAHSM asks DCHGS to 
consider funding a website for county museums sepa-
rate from GenWeb that would be user-friendly with an 
easy-to-remember URL. Funding needed would in-
clude annual hosting fee and webmaster. 
 
Oxen to Jets: Marcia reported that a committee from 
DCHGS is exploring the possibility of writing a sequel 
to Oxen to Jets to cover the last 50 years, 1963-2013. 
 
Grants: Ann Wright-Parsons reported on IDNR match-
ing grant moneys available for sites connected to local 
governments. The deadline is May 21. She will forward 
the information. 
Service Award: Anna Marie Coveny (Nehring Gallery 
& DAWC) received the Community Service Award 
from the Illinois Alliance for the Arts Education.  
 

Reports: DCHGS annual meeting 4/14/10 honoring 
Marilyn Rasmusen and Chief Shabbona with the  re-
lease of The Mark of Chief Shabbona. A member of the 
Potawatomi Nation will be the featured speaker. / 
Hinckley HS is renting the former post office building 
and working toward a museum. / North Grove School 
Days is June 26-27 with a 1930s theme. They are ap-
plying for a Lowes Fnd. grant for further building 
preservation. They continue to work on registration in 
the National Historic Registry. / Nehring Gallery has 
had great attendance at the DeKalb Ag exhibit, even 
some from surrounding states. / DAWC invites all pre-
sent to exhibit their personnel collections for one 
month; see AnnaMarie to reserve the month. / Malta—
rentals of the facility are up since painting and resurfac-
ing work was done. Community luncheon after Memo-
rial Day services. Malta Days May 11-13. / DeKalb 
Co. Com. Fnd. seeks meeting space for quarterly 
meetings of 21 board members, especially sites where 
they have awarded grants. YEP meets today to decide 
on their first grant awards; they had 12 applications. 
Retired director, Jerry Smith, is writing the history of 
DCCF. / DeKalb Twp is sponsoring cemetery tours: 
Evergreen May 1, Oakwood May 2, 2:00 p.m. / NIU 
Anthropology Museum will be closing until after the 
renovation of Cole Hall in 2011. / Glidden Home-
stead: Divas Dish fund raiser April 17. / KVHS annual 
garage sale 4/15-16. All leftovers are disbursed within 
DeKalb Co. 
 
Elections: Sandy Lyon agreed to accept the chairman-
ship for another year. Marcia Wilson agreed to serve as 
secretary for another year. Vote was unanimous. 
 
Next meeting: July 10, 2010, 9:30 a.m. Malta Histor-
ical Society, 172 N. 3rd Street, Malta. 
 
Many organizations set up table displays next to their 
Community Windows posters from 11-2 for public 
viewing. ♦ 



Cornsilk                  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                          summer 2010, vol. 29 no. 2 

16 

Abbott Charles L. 95 4/18/2010 Malta IL 4/21/2010  
Adams Cheryl A.  Britton ng 5/8/2010 Sandwich IL/Aurora IL 5/12/2010 ABN 
Albrecht Jane A. Kuntz 69 3/11/2010 Sycamore IL 3/16/2010  
Aldrich Elliott L. 19 4/10/2010 Aurora IL/Sandwich IL 4/12/2010 ABN 
Anderson Chester 86 1/19/2010 Kihei Hawaii 3/20/2010  
Ary Donald E. 79 4/2/2010 DeKalb IL 4/5/2010  
Aters Robert John  72 3/27/2010 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 3/29/2010 ABN 
Bahl Cecelia E. 77 3/29/2010 Hinckley IL 3/31/2010  
Bahl Cecelia E. 77 3/29/2010 Hickley IL/DeKalb IL 3/30/2010 ABN 
Baker William H. Jr. 67 4/15/2010 Phoenix AZ 4/26/2010  
Beasley Kenneth L. 79 3/12/2010 Indianapolis IN 3/15/2010  
Bee Loretta Tooley 82 2/14/2010 Aurora IL/Somonauk IL 2/16/2010 ABN 
Behm Michael R. 59 4/4/2010 Sheridan IL 4/6/2010  
Berkes Adele P. 80 4/29/2010 DeKalb IL 5/1/2010  
Berry Donald Logan 85 4/29/2010 DeKalb IL 5/1/2010  
Bettner Mary Katherine  71 4/15/2010 PawPaw IL 4/17/2010  
Beydler Walter B. 95 5/8/2010 Esmond IL 5/11/2010  
Bish Roger A. 78 3/16/2010 Hinckley IL 3/18/2010  
Boe Evelyn M.  Skeldon 81 3/28/2010 Woodstock IL/Somonauk IL 3/31/2010 ABN 
Boehning Patricia E. Devine 63 3/12/2010 Cortland IL 3/15/2010  
Born Marsha J. 65 4/26/2010 DeKalb IL 4/28/2010  
Brandt Marilyn Louise 78 3/8/2010 DeKalb IL 3/10/2010  
Brandt Rev. Paul Herman 84 3/6/2010 Sycamore IL 3/9/2010  
Breese Ronald L. "Breezy" 57 2/21/2010 DeKalb IL 2/24/2010  
Brink Ralph W. "Bugs" 89 4/24/2010 Sycamore IL 4/28/2010  
Brown Susan L. Michaelis 69 3/5/2010 Steward IL 3/8/2010  
Brummel Henry F. 81 3/25/2010 Monroe Center IL 3/27/2010  
Burkart Florence T. 91 3/2/2010 Sycamore IL 3/4/2010  
Busse Donald A. 91 4/24/2010 Tampon FL 4/29/2010  
Butts Howard D. 63 2/28/2010 Sycamore IL 3/3/2010  
Cain Richard C. "Paco" 81 4/20/2010 Sandwich IL/Peoria IL 4/22/2010 ABN 
Calhoon Gary Edward 52 2/17/2010 Chadwick IL 2/19/2010  
Campuzano Rita R. 60 4/8/2010 DeKalb IL 4/13/2010  
Cardinali Daniel D. Sr. 79 3/28/2010 Sycamore IL 4/1/2010  
Carrier James C. Sr. 83 4/23/2010 DeKalb IL 4/26/2010  
Chapman Rosemarie H. 83 3/15/2010 Rochelle IL 3/16/2010  
Cherry Lawrence, Jr. 78 3/19/2010 Hinckley IL 3/21/2010 ABN 
Coleman Elizabeth Jacky 81 4/3/2010 Lexington SC 4/7/2010  
Conley M. Timothy 56 3/11/2010 Bloomingdale IL 3/20/2010  
Cook Lowell, Jr. 82 3/17/2010 Mounds IL/Sandwich IL 3/17/2010 ABN 
Cramer Jack W. 84 2/19/2010 St Charles IL 2/25/2010  
Crawford Juanita 78 5/11/2010 Genoa IL 5/13/2010  
Dannewitz Rodney W. 91 4/13/2010 AZ/ Waterman 4/24/2010  
Davey Verla Mae 88 4/3/2010 Creston IL 4/8/2010  
Diedrich Edward Francis 79 3/22/2010 DeKalb IL 3/24/2010  
Donovan Alice A. Kreutzer 87 3/7/2010  3/13/2010  
Dooley Michael J. 70 5/3/2010 Sycamore IL 5/5/2010  
Doran Thomas Joseph 78 3/11/2010 Joliet IL 3/13/2010  
Dubrick Samuel P. 78 4/20/2010 DeKalb IL 4/21/2010  
Dudzik Paul Arthur 62 2/26/2010 Sandwich IL/Somonauk IL 2/28/2010 ABN 
Dyson Norman L. 88 4/25/2010 Freeport IL 4/27/2010  
Eckardt Megan R. Gresholdt 24 4/4/2010 DeKalb IL 4/6/2010  
Ekstrom Eleanor Margaret 100 5/7/2010 Lenoir TN 5/10/2010  
Erlenbach Leota Mae Fletchall 79 3/17/2010 Schoolcraft MI 3/18/2010  
Farris Nancy Jane 96 4/27/2010 Charleston IL 4/29/2010  
Feltz Laura Mae 61 4/21/2010 Albuquerque  4/28/2010  
Fink Donald C. 82 4/19/2010 Palmyra WI 4/21/2010  
Finn Brian Michael 32 2/17/2010 CA 3/26/2010  
Foiles Ruth J. 80 4/27/2010 DeKalb IL 4/29/2010  
Foster Everett E. 45 3/19/2010 Rockford IL 3/22/2010  
Foulkes Marilyn A. Fischer 74 4/10/2010 DeKalb IL 4/14/2010  
Freise Herman J. 77 2/23/2010 Genoa IL 2/26/2010  
Frost Helen F. Christian 81 3/2/2010 Texarkana TX 3/4/2010  
Gaumer Francis E. "Bud" 90 5/11/2010 Kaneville IL 5/12/2010  
Gibson Kevin Richard 18 4/14/2010 DeKalb IL 4/16/2010  
Gittleson Marcella J. "Joyce" 77 4/22/2010 Machesney Pk 4/30/2010  
Glass Irene B. 90 4/2/2010 Genoa IL 4/6/2010  
Gramme George R. 69 3/31/2010 Aurora IL/Waterman IL 4/7/2010 ABN 
Gray Mark Anthony 46 3/20/2010 DeKalb IL 3/27/2010  
Griglione Elaine L. Pfeifer 79 3/17/2010 Sycamore IL 3/20/2010  
Griswold Marilyn Jean "Carroll" 86 5/5/2010 Wausau WI 5/7/2010  
Grutter Anna Marie 68 4/23/2010 Peoria IL 4/26/2010  
Haines Forest C. 84 2/25/2010 Compton IL 3/1/2010  
Hansford Lillian K. 94 4/16/2010 DeKalb IL 4/19/2010  
Harbecke Roy H. 80 5/11/2010 Sycamore IL 5/15/2010  
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Harpster Sonya S. Koehler 72 2/23/2010 Millington IL/Sandwich IL 2/25/2010 ABN 
Hart Roger Alan 66 2/26/2010 DeKalb IL/Aurora IL 3/3/2010 ABN 
Hawbaker Edith E. 85 4/22/2010 Sycamore IL 4/26/2010  
Hayes Eudora Williams 87 2/25/2010 DeKalb IL 2/27/2010  
Heatherly Bonnie J. 66 3/17/2010 Kingston IL 3/19/2010  
Hill Ernest J. 92 4/22/2010 Earlville, Plano, Sandwich IL 4/23/2010 ABN 
Hindenburg Cathryn M. 96 4/14/2010 Sycamore IL 4/17/2010  
Hjelmberg Doris M. 75 5/7/2010 DeKalb IL 5/10/2010  
Hoglin Ellen H. "Hillie" 94 1/9/2010 DeKalb IL 4/1/2010  
Howard Stella M. 79 3/10/2010 Rochelle IL 3/14/2010  
Hyatt Robert Scott 51 5/15/2010 Sandwich IL 5/16/2010 TEF 
Ingram Nancy Rose 79 5/2/2010 Belvidere IL 5/4/2010  
Inman Richard L. 74 3/22/2010 Somonauk IL/Earlville IL 3/23/2010 TEF 
Jacobson Luverne Roy 76 3/6/2010 Harroson AR 3/13/2010  
Jenkins Victor Ray 60 4/9/2010 Kirkland IL 4/16/2010  
Jensen Genevieve K. Bromeland 90 3/1/2010 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 3/3/2010 ABN 
Johnson Harvey W. 78 3/23/2010 Kingston IL/Aurora IL 3/25/2010 ABN 
Johnson Larry C.  61 3/3/2010 Shabbona IL 3/5/2010  
Johnson Ruth M.   88 3/27/2010 DeKalb IL 3/30/2010  
Johnson Selena Ann  24 2/23/2010 Genoa IL 2/26/2010  
Jones Jenny "Lynn" 62 3/22/2010 DeKalb IL 3/24/2010  
Keller Charles William Sr. 61 3/16/2010 DeKalb IL 3/17/2010  
Kelsey Pearl M. 95 4/23/2010 Genoa IL 4/26/2010  
Kennedy James E. 81 2/19/2010 DeKalb IL 2/22/2010  
Kingston Ala Gene Pritchett 86 3/20/2010 DeKalb IL 3/22/2010  
Knutson John A. 78 3/1/2010 St Charles IL 3/20/2010  
Kuhn Earl J. 91 3/22/2010 Shabbona IL 3/24/2010  
Lampkins Pauline E. Haeffner 84 2/23/2010 Sycamore IL 2/25/2010  
Lane Arnold L. 70 3/11/2010 Sycamore IL 3/15/2010  
Larsen George R. 89 4/7/2010 Kirkland IL 4/9/2010  
Lenschow Donald Lee 68 4/30/2010 Boyd TX 5/5/2010  
Lieving Mary Brown 68 4/30/2010 Bertrand MO 5/3/2010  
Lilia Marion 71 4/21/2010 Genoa IL 4/23/2010  
Lindaman Jason Lee 53 3/3/2010 Monroe Center IL 3/10/2010  
Lofgren Howard T. 60 3/10/2010 DeKalb IL 5/13/2010  
Loyd Curtis E. Sr. 77 4/5/2010 Creston IL 4/7/2010  
Lundblad Mayme S. 94 3/10/2010 Mars Hill NC 3/20/2010  
Lundgren Baymon Randall 77 3/11/2010 Daytona  Be. FL 3/15/2010  
Lyman Dean W. 96 5/1/2010 DeKalb IL 5/4/2010  
Marshall Joyce F. 53 4/7/2010 DeKalb IL 4/10/2010  
Mayfield Nancy M. 79 3/23/2010 Dallas TX 4/8/2010  
McComb Virginia  91 3/4/2010 Arlington Heights 3/8/2010  
McConnell Scott W. 24 3/9/2010 DeKalb IL 3/10/2010  
McCulloch Mary Katheryn 94 3/1/2010 Tucson AZ 3/6/2010  
Meador Doris L. Plessinger 77 3/4/2010 Sycamore IL 3/10/2010  
Medernach Nancy M. 78 4/3/2010 Sycamore IL 4/6/2010  
Medine Cheryl Dianne 52 5/6/2010 Sycamore IL 5/10/2010  
Meyers Elizabeth E. 91 3/10/2010 Daviis Junction IL 3/12/2010  
Milan Blanca Rosa 18 4/26/2010 Rochelle IL 4/29/2010  
Miller Carol L. Montgomery 73 4/15/2010 Corbin KY 4/21/2010  
Miller Dawn Marie Yacopino 73 2/20/2010 DeKalb IL 2/22/2010  
Minor Delores L. Hamilton 75 2/28/2010 Amboy IL 3/3/2010  
Mitchell Gretchen J. 85 3/20/2010 Belleville WI 3/23/2010  
Munson Shirley A. 86 3/1/2010 DeKalb IL 3/23/2010  
Naker Viola Louise 93 4/20/2010 Genoa IL 4/22/2010  
Nelson Kathryn E.  96 2/20/2010 Genoa IL 2/23/2010  
Nelson Martin L. 83 5/1/2010 Cortland IL 5/8/2010  
Ness Gordon J. 83 4/7/2010 Genoa IL 4/9/2010  
Nordstrom Carl F. 90 5/7/2010 DeKalb IL 5/8/2010  
Oehlert Dorothy Julia 88 4/14/2010 Sycamore IL 4/17/2010  
Olson Andrew B. 35 4/14/2010 Sandwich IL/Montgomery IL 4/15/2010 ABN 
Palmer Lucille F. 89 4/28/2010 DeKalb IL 4/29/2010  
Panttila Lorraine E. McMenamin 90 2/27/2010 DeKalb IL 3/1/2010  
Parsons Bernice C. 100 3/12/2010 Sycamore IL 3/16/2010  
Partridge John L. 58 4/19/2010 DeKalb IL 4/21/2010  
Pennington Marcella Harris 89 3/3/2010 DeKalb IL 3/5/2010  
Peterson Russell  82 3/26/2010 Sycamore IL 3/30/2010  
Peura Ruth M. Wickstrom 93 2/25/2010 DeKalb IL 2/27/2010  
Pickett Ardella M. 84 3/18/2010 Machesney Pk/DeKalb, IL 3/26/2010  
Pinne Orville 80 4/9/2010 DeKalb IL 4/10/2010  
Plapp Betty J. Carlson 83 3/7/2010 Aurora IL 3/9/2010  
Plesa Eleanor   89 3/26/2010 FL 3/29/2010  
Plote Elaine Dorothea Heinrich 74 4/4/2010 Victor Twp, Leland IL 4/6/2010 ABN 
Pollnow Minerva Belle  79 4/11/2010 Genoa IL 4/17/2010  
Prather Emily L. 80 3/28/2010 DeKalb IL 3/30/2010  
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Prendergast Helen Ann Hebel 85 2/22/2010 Princeton IL 2/24/2010  
Randall Eleanor Gertrude 94 2/22/2010 Tulsa OK 3/17/2010  
Reddy Nuvvuru R. 73 4/25/2010 El Dorado KS 4/28/2010  
Redenius Joel 39 4/9/2010 Rockford IL 4/15/2010  
Reiling Lyle D. 78 4/20/2010 Sterling IL 4/22/2010  
Reisz Evelyn E. Eidukas 85 2/19/2010 Sycamore IL 2/22/2010  
Richmond Roseann Quinn 80 3/22/2010 Clare IL 3/24/2010  
Riddick Margaret F. 90 4/9/2010 Sycamore IL 4/12/2010  
Rodatz Walter Carl 87 2/13/2010 Rochelle IL 2/15/2010  
Ross Janet L. 52 5/7/2010 Kingston IL 5/10/2010  
Ruhnke Christopher D. 20 5/8/2010 Crystal Lake IL 5/13/2010  
Salerno Frank J. 93 4/22/2010 Aurora IL/DeKalb IL 4/24/2010 ABN 
Sanderson Robert  85 2/27/2010 DeKalb IL 3/1/2010  
Savage Nancy A. 60 3/2/2010 Sycamore IL 3/5/2010  
Schaefer Dorothy "Dickie" 95 4/6/2010 Naples FL 4/10/2010  
Schneider Betty J.Putman 92 3/8/2010 DeKalb IL 3/10/2010  
Schramer Jessie M. 57 4/22/2010 DeKalb IL 4/24/2010  
Seaney Douglas E. 37 3/12/2010 Rochelle IL 3/15/2010  
Sester Lawrence "Kirk" 60 2/23/2010 Clare IL 2/27/2010  
Seyller Robert R. 83 4/2/2010 Burlington IL 4/5/2010  
Shopinski Peggy Jeanne Schmitt 59 2/7/2010 Oak Park IL/Sandwich IL 2/18/2010 KCR 
Skinner Lloyd P. 90 3/1/2010 Leland IL 3/3/2010  
Smith Bradley G. 56 4/13/2010 Cortland IL 4/15/2010  
Smith Harold Eugene  93 3/24/2010 DeKalb IL 3/26/2010  
Stone James E. 86 3/10/2010 DeKalb IL 3/16/2010  
Stone William Ross Sr. 89 4/23/2010 DeKalb IL 5/8/2010  
Stout Dale T. 74 5/8/2010 DeKalb IL 5/13/2010  
Struthers Delos "Moose" 79 4/23/2010 Bella Vista AR 4/26/2010  
Svenkerud Heidi Kim 45 3/1/2010 Houston TX 3/5/2010  
Szerlag Lottie Nowak "Mickie" 92 3/13/2010 Sycamore IL 3/18/2010  
Taylor Patricia A. 71 4/24/2010 DeKalb IL 4/26/2010  
Therlizz Richard R. 79 3/27/2010 Genoa IL 3/30/2010  
Thomas Stephen Lee 56 3/18/2010 DeKalb IL 3/24/2010  
Thorsen Jeffery A. 42 3/20/2010 Kingston IL 3/24/2010  
Tinker George Henry  84 4/6/2010 Genoa IL 4/12/2010  
Titus William Sr. 78 3/29/2010 Sycamore IL 3/31/2010  
Tomlinson Mildred E. Messmann 88 2/17/2010 DeKalb IL 2/19/2010  
Traw Christine A. Hay Brown 98 4/11/2010 Somonauk IL/Walworth WI 4/13/2010 ABN 
Trotter Cecelia  88 3/6/2010 DeKalb IL 3/8/2010  
Uhland Virginia J. 88 3/23/2010 Dallas TX 4/7/2010  
Vaughn Evelyn Ella Mae 93 6/6/2009 Arco ID 4/21/2010  
Volkmer Harold "Opa" 81 4/13/2010 Genoa IL 4/15/2010  
Walker Mary Margaret "Meg" 87 2/6/2010 DeKalb IL 3/23/2010  
Wannike Vera F. 89 4/28/2010 Genoa IL 4/30/2010  
Warford Gayla J. 71 5/8/2010 Sycamore IL 5/12/2010  
Way May L. 72 3/13/2010 Geneva IL 3/15/2010  
Webber James L. "Biff" 63 4/1/2010 Peoria IL/Sandwich IL 4/2/2010 ABN 
Weber Leamore  71 2/27/2010 Kingston IL 3/2/2010  
Welsh Margaret "Peggy" 80 8/25/2009 DeKalb IL 4/29/2010  
Welter Betty 78 4/27/2010 Waterman IL 4/29/2010  
Wettengel Hilda S. Hallett 79 3/4/2010 Sycamore IL 3/6/2010  
Wetter Evelyn White 84 2/27/2010 Golconda IL 3/3/2010  
White Irene E. 76 4/14/2010 Lena IL 4/16/2010  
Whitney Carlton Richard 83 2/11/2010 AlgonquinIL 3/10/2010  
Wieman Mary E. Summerfelt 89 2/25/2010 DeKalb IL 3/1/2010  
Wig James LeRoy 77 2/26/2010 Sycamore IL 3/1/2010  
Williams John David 88 4/9/2010 FL/ DeKalb IL 4/20/2010  
Wiltsie Gertrude  90 2/21/2010 St Charles IL 2/23/2010  
Wirtz William Willard 98 4/24/2010 Washington, DC/DeKalb, IL 4/25/2010 NY Times 
Wunsch Helen M. 95 4/11/2010 Hinckley IL/Oswego IL 4/13/2010 ABN 
Yearton Gary L. 63 12/29/2009 DeKalb IL 4/24/2010  
Yenerich Frances Ruth Bader 89 4/28/2010 DeKalb IL/Paw Paw, IL 4/30/2010  
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ALSO 
All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county 
depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are 
also available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 
Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178. Hours: Monday-
Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
 
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel    15.00 
The Mark of Chief Shabbona   NEW    6.00 
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  
      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 
Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 
1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 
 
CORNSILK QUARTERLY 
Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 
Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  
 Circle those desired: 
 2010/vol. 29: Spring 
 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Sumer, Fall, Winter 
 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 
 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 
 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  
 Others: ____________________________ 
 
NOTECARDS 
Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack   5.00  
 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling    ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk, Chief Shabbona,  

      Notecard pack, for postage/handling  ________ 

 
Grand Total Enclosed $________ 
 
 
MAIL TO 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 
P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 
 
Afton 7.00 
Clinton  8.00 
DeKalb (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 
Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 
Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 
Franklin                      8.00 
Malta  8.00 
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 
Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 
Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb    16.50 
Paw Paw  8.00 
Pierce  8.00 
Sandwich  8.00 
Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), 2010 edition        27.50 
Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 
Victor            7.00 
 
 
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    
  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 
Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 
Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 
DeKalb 16.00       19.50             
 Ward 1 City                     10.00 
 Ward 2 City                   10.00 
 Ward 3 City                     10.00 
 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
Franklin   9.00 10.50 
Genoa   9.00 10.50 
Kingston   9.00 10.50 
Malta 10.00 10.50 
Mayfield   9.00   8.50 
Milan   8.00   9.50 
Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 
Pierce   9.00   8.50 
Shabbona 11.00 11.50 
Somonauk 24.00 27.00 
South Grove   8.00   7.50 
Sycamore 22.00 32.00 
Victor   9.00   8.50 
DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
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DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  
Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mail to 
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   
 
Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Household/Family Membership $15 ________ 

Contributing Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $40  ________ 

Organization/Group Membership  $15 ________ 

Lifetime Membership $200  ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb 
Barb City Motorcycle Museum 

www.pierceh-d.com 
815-756-3226 

 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

(815)756-7904 
www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email: gliddenhomestead@ 
juno.com 

 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

www.bios.niu.edu/gurler 
815-756-4259 

 
Nehring Gallery 

www.nehringgallery.org 
E-mail: director@nehringgallery. 
org 
815-758-6363 

 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/
index.cfm 
815-753-1779 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.hinckleyhistorical 

society.com 
815-286-7443 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

815-522-6260 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
MaltaHistGenSoc.htm 
815-384-3481/815-825-2367 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.com 
E-mail: ope-
rahouse@sannauk.com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

www.prairienet.com/stonemill/ 
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/ 
E-mail: slrmuseum@aol.com 
(general) 
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
(research) 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
Shabbona Historical Society 

815-824-2422 
 
Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

815-498-2417/815-228-1474 
 
Sycamore 
DeKalb County Historical &  
Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 
Leonard@math.niu.edu 

 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
JoinerHistoryRoom/
home_page.htm 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ dek-
albcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
Midwest Museum of Natural  
History 

www.mmnh.org 
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org 
815-895-9777 

 
North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: in-
fo@northgroveschool.org 

 
Sycamore History Museum 

www.sycamorehistory.org 
E-mail: sychist@tbc.net 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-264-7773/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 
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J.F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center, DeKalb 

• Barbed Wire Pioneers, VHS video by NIU 

• DeKalb Stories (collection on Gurler milk, Finntown, 

Wurlitzer & the War), VHS by Jeffrey Chown, NIU 

• Glidden Genealogy, 2 Vol. Set 

• Historic Homes of DeKalb County, DVD by Jim 

Barker 

• Landmarks of the Barb City by Stephen J. Bigolin 

• Lincoln and Black Hawk, DVD by Drew VandeCreek, 

NIU 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society, Genoa 

• A Journey through DeKalb County, vols. 1, 2, 3  by 

Stephen J. Bigolin 

• Fire: Kingston School Destroyed 1896-1954 by Alice 

A. Paulson 

• Genoa, Illinois: A History of Its Township by Sheila 

Larson 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Historical Museum, Shabbona 

• Built Like A Bear by James Dowd 

• Chief Shabbona by Luther Hatch 

• Historical Museum Cookbook 

• Images of America, LaSalle County 

• Shaubena by N. Matson 

Stone Mill Museum, Sandwich 

• A Journey through DeKalb County, vols. 1, 2, 3 by 

Stephen J. Bigolin 

• The First Line of Battle (Civil War 12th IL Cav.) by 

Samuel Blackwell, Jr. 

 

• Historic Homes of 

DeKalb County, DVD 

by Jim Barker 

• 428 West Center Street 

& Olive Drab by Richard O. Stahl 

• Images of America—Sandwich, Illinois by Joan 

Hardekopf 

• In Sickness and In Health, Memoir of a Marriage by 

Becky Rumney 

• Life in Sandwich (2006), video 

• The Memoirs of a Rambling Mind by Ralph Wallis, Jr. 

• Patriot Rebel by Raymond Lett 

• The Sandwich Fair since 1888 by Sandwich Fair 

Assn. 

• Sandwich 150 years of Family, Friends and Industry, 

Jane Tune, editor 

• Sandwich at 150 Years Old - Then & Now 2009, video 

• Walk Down Memory Lane (reminiscence of 

residents), 2007, 2008, 2009, videos 

Sycamore History Museum 

• Capt. Benjamin Page … Revolutionary War by 

Thomas E. Woodstrup 

• Images of America—Sycamore by Phyllis Kelley & 

Joiner History Room Staff 

• Lady in the Hood by Dorothy Engh Moore 

• Sharing Our Best Recipes for 125 Years, Sycamore by 

Anniversary Committee 

• Historic Homes and Landmarks of Sycamore by 

Sycamore Historical Museum 

 

Find good summer reading at local museums … 


