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Events of interest  

  around the county . . . 
 
Jan 7    Brown Bag Lunch Program: “Fires” by Jim Lyon. 

 Noon, at Federated Church, 612 W. State, Sycamore. 

 Free. Sponsored by Sycamore History Museum.   
 

Jan 25  Sycamore History Museum Annual Meeting,  

    6:00 pm. American National Bank, 1985 DeKalb 

 Ave. Please bring a dish to pass.  

 

Feb 3 Brown Bag Lunch Program: “Hybrid Corn and 

 Purebred People” by Barry Schrader. Noon, at 

 Federated Church, 612 W. State, Sycamore. Free. 

 Sponsored by Sycamore History Museum. 
 

Feb 5 Winter Fundraiser, “Stories from the Titanic.” First 

 person live performance, silent auction, desserts and 

 coffee, $15 per person. At St. John Lutheran Church, 

 Sycamore. Sponsored by Sycamore History Museum. 
 

Feb 16 Kirkland Historical Society quarterly meeting,  

 7 pm, Quiram Kirkland Chapel, 309 S. Fifth, 

 Kirkland. Connie Worden will give the program about 

 one-room schools of the Kirkland area.  Public is  

 invited to bring their own school memorabilia.   
 

March 3 Brown Bag Lunch Program: “History of the DeKalb 

 County Courthouse” by Sue Breese. Noon, at  

 Federated Church, 612 W. State, Sycamore. Free. 

 Sponsored by Sycamore History Museum. 
 

Mar 27 Women's History Month: Herstorical Tea Program. 

 DeKalb Area Women’s Center, 3-5 pm, $3 donation. 

 

~~ 
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D eKalb County’s first settlers 

looked to our mighty Kish-

waukee River for drinking water 

for people and livestock, until 

wells could be dug, but the main 

value of the river soon became ap-

parent as a source of mill power. 

Trees were in abundance but the 

means of converting them into 

building material soon needed im-

provement over the axe and 

notched logs. 

 

Saw blades of the type used in 

mills were relatively light and 

could come from the East by 

wagon and soon in our county’s 

history eight saw mills sprang up on the Kishwau-

kee River. In DeKalb Township, a saw mill on the 

river near the present-day Bethany Road bridge 

provided lumber for many DeKalb area buildings. 

 

The northern part of the county still has buildings 

standing constructed of lumber sawed at the Hick’s 

Mill between Kirkland and Fairdale. Located that 

far along the Kish, low summer river water posed 

no problem. Unaware of low summer water, East-

ern speculators rushed to Sycamore after it was offi-

cially the county seat. Visualizing a fortune in the 

growing city, with fresh-cut lumber from a mill 

constructed at the north edge of Sycamore, they 

constructed a millrace that started near present-day 

Tyrell Lake. This race ran under present Route 23 to 

the mill site 80 rods west of Route 23. This was the 

most elaborate of eight saw mills along the Kish in 

the 1840s. When summer brought low water, the 

Eastern speculators gave up and returned east. 

 

The crying need, still unsolved at this time, was for 

a mill that ground grain into flour. When the seed 

brought west was planted and dutifully tended, 

then harvested, it had to be placed on a clean, bare 

spot where it could be beaten 

with sticks when dry. This sepa-

rated the grain kernels from the 

straw. Now by tossing this mix-

ture in a stiff breeze, the straw 

and chaff could be separated for 

bedding and the grain har-

vested. With the aid of a hol-

lowed-out stone or log and a 

pestle, the first crude flour or 

meal could be made and the 

first real bread baked.  

 

Two items are derived from 

this. One, how the old saying ‚a 

woman’s work is never done‛ 

got started, and two, the early 

settlers would go to considerable lengths to get 

their grain converted to flour. ‚Considerable 

lengths‛ translates into many, many miles multi-

plied into days, when no roads or bridges existed. 

Since mills existed at Joliet and Ottawa, early set-

tlers made those trips to get their flour and meal. 

 

Thomas H. Woods, in a history of Sycamore, re-

cords that his father and some other nearby settlers 

pooled their wheat and resources and hired a man 

named Graves to drive a team and wagon to Joliet 

to get their grain made into flour. After accomplish-

ing the grain-to-flour job, Mr. Graves rewarded 

himself with alcoholic beverages, and returned to 

Sycamore gloriously drunk without either team or 

wagon. Some of the Sycamore men started immedi-

ately for Joliet in search of their property. The team 

and wagon were found mired in a slough some 

miles back on the route where Graves had aban-

doned them. 

 

Obviously the market for a grain mill in DeKalb 

County now existed. The result was a dual purpose 

mill that could grind grain or saw lumber. It was 

identical to the one that has been restored at the 

Mills along the Kish 
By Ivan E. Prall 

A typical mill of the time, c 1840 
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New Salem State Park and 

which ground grain during 

Lincoln’s residence there. 

 

The stones in this mill for 

grinding had come from 

France. One of these was 

placed in the Sycamore High 

School floor some years ago. 

Another unique feature of 

this mill was that instead of 

having a large overshot or 

undershot wheel, two tur-

bine wheels were sub-

merged beneath the mill. 

One provided power for a 

saw mill, the other for the 

grist mill. This mill was con-

structed about 4 miles north 

of Sycamore in the 1840s by 

William A. Miller, one of the earliest settlers. The 

site is now a housing development at a spot where 

the Brickville Road comes to the closest conjunc-

tion. 

 

As suggested before, early settlers traveled long 

miles to have their grain converted into flour. In his 

book, Early Recollections, C.W. Marsh tells of his trip 

to the above-mentioned mill. The Marsh family 

farmed in the vicinity of Waterman. The two Marsh 

boys left in the dark at 3 a.m. with their team and 

wagon of grain. There were no roads but sloughs of 

mud lay all along the route. They arrived at the mill 

at 10 a.m.; already a long line was ahead of them. 

Around sundown their grain was ground and they 

could start the return trip in the dark. Seated side 

by side on the wagon seat, Marsh’s brother fell 

asleep and toppled into the mud beneath the front 

wheel. The wagon wheel passed over his neck but 

due to the mud’s depth, he suffered no serious in-

jury. 

 

This mill had a long and successful run under vari-

ous owners. The September 22, 1875, issue of the 

Sycamore True Republican carried the news that ‚J.P. 

Fisher has recently secured the 

lease of Comb’s Mill and has re-

fitted it to handle all work 

brought to him.‛ The 1880 census 

lists J.P. Fisher as a miller. 

 

Nearly all traces of these early 

mills were gone by 1900. How-

ever, the mill races can still be 

detected. Today in early spring 

canoeing down the Kish to the 

entrance of the old mill race, the 

following 50 yards gives the sen-

sation of being flushed down a 

toilet bowl. Returning against this 

current is almost impossible. 

Many of these spring canoeists 

probably wonder why the Kish’s 

current changes at this spot, 

never suspecting that a renowned 

mill stood there and long lines of wagons and 

horses waited to have grain turned to flour at this 

spot. ♦ 

1839 survey of Hicks Mill in current Franklin 
Township. Courtesy Joiner History Room 

 

Beverly M. Willrett 

1936-2010 
 

Less than ten months after losing 

her husband of 53 years,   Jim 

Willrett, Beverly M. Willrett, of 

Malta, Illinois, rejoined him on September 2, 2010. 

Bev and Jim were well known in the farming 

community and beyond. Both were active 

members of DCHGS. Bev most recently served as 

secretary on the board of directors until illness 

forced her resignation. 

Bev will be remembered for her warm and 

generous heart, her sense of humor, her delicious 

food, and her loyalty and devotion to family and 

friends. 

Our sympathies to her son, Jamie, daughters, Jodi 

and Jacque, and their families. 
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Railroad Village: Elva, Illinois  
By Sherrie Tuntland Martin 

 

An early DeKalb County map labels a large area 

north of Clinton and Shabbona Townships as 

‚Orange.‛ It was common for ‚treeless‛ land to 

be claimed last, as settlers had concerns about 

soil fertility and access to lumber.  Part of this 

unbroken prairie was to become Afton Town-

ship. In 1874, Ezekiel Noble, Silas Tappan, and 

Oscar Tyler arrived, lived in shanties, and 

‚broke‛ their prairie acres. Eventually the 

neighborhood was canvassed and 23 males 

signed a petition to organize their own ‚town.‛ 

The county Board of Supervisors admitted Afton 

at their next meeting.   

 

In 1884 railroad tracks were built diagonally 

across Afton Township and the prairie country-

side began to change.  Company names for the 

track have included Northern Illinois Railway, 

Chicago Northwestern, and Union Pacific. Elva is 

the first railroad village south of DeKalb, and 

McGirr is the second. Elva was platted and be-

came the township’s governmental seat. Accord-

ing to an article by Jeff J. Marshall, Elva was 

named for Elva Frances Glidden, the only daugh-

ter of Joseph and Lucinda Glidden of DeKalb. It 

is located on Elva Road, five miles south of 

DeKalb, between South First Street and Route 23.  

 

James Walker’s family possesses an Abstract of 

Title describing lots in Elva as ‚a subdivision in 

DeKalb County, Illinois.‛ Page one is a hand-

drawn map of Elva, labeling the railroad, streets, 

blocks, and lots. Page nine states, ‚Shubael T. 

Armstrong, a surveyor, surveyed the ‘Plat of 

Elva’ in DeKalb County, Illinois for Wm. H. Bush 

and Elva G. Bush, owners in fee.‛ The abstract 

states that on October 9, 1879, Joseph F. Glidden 

took the deed, subject to a mortgage, to Ruth H. 

Seavey and agreed to pay the same according to 

its tenor and fully discharge said mortgage that 

bears the date February 22, 1862, and the consid-

eration is $4,800.00.  The document includes the 

following July 25, 1886, statement: ‚We, William 

H. Bush and Elva G. (Glidden) Bush do hereby 

certify that we are the owners in fee simple of 

this property and that the same was laid out at 

our request and we hereby dedicate the streets 

and alleys as shown to the public.‛  

 

Dorothy Walker, 94, identified historic sites for 

this publication.  She lived in Elva for over 50 

 

This series highlights some of the “corners,” “groves,” and “postal stops” that 

once existed. Towns still in existence will not be featured, except those who remain 

as shadows of their former selves.  Members of the Society are invited to research 

one of the lost communities and submit an article.  

Plat of streets and buildings from 1905 Combined Atlas 
Maps of DeKalb County, Illinois 
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years, within 50 yards of the tracks. She is an ex-

pert resource and enthusiastically led a tour of 

the village. Walker dashed off into a bramble 

patch and trudged through rocks and concrete 

remnants to seek historic foundations along the 

railroad right of way. 

 

Soon after the railroad arrived, so did a depot, 

shipping office, mail office, creamery, general 

store, and stockyards. The store and the depot 

buildings still exist. On the 1885 Chicago North-

western Railroad bulletin, Elva is listed as 31.9 

miles from Belvidere and 45.1 miles from Spring 

Valley.  Page 10 of the Walker property abstract 

states the Bush family sold the property to Sam-

uel Wheeler and the property description uses 

‚Elva Station‛ as the village name.  Residents be-

gan to use the train for transportation to nearby 

towns. Some rural students in the township used 

the train to commute to school. Sons of William 

Minnegan, farm boys commuting to DeKalb 

High School, recalled their father sending them 

to the more distant Elva Station, instead of the 

closer McGirr station, because Elva tickets ‚saved 

a nickel.‛  

Lifetime Elva resident Carole Hilleson described 

Elva as a ‚hopping‛ place at one time. Over the 

years, Elva was the site of several homes, Samuel 

Wheeler’s blacksmith shop, a general store, grain 

elevator, lumberyard, coal yard, stockyard, 

creamery, town hall, post office, and depot. A 

saloon existed for a short time, until proprietor 

William Gannon fled to Chicago to escape 

charges of illegal selling. The saloon began in 

1895, as did the active Women’s Christian Tem-

perance Union. This society brought eight indict-

ments against the saloonkeeper for illegal selling.  

Through a technicality, he escaped punishment 

and further prosecution by remaining away.   

 

In July 1895, a Sycamore True Republican article 

described Elva as ‚the neat little station on the 

Northern Illinois branch of the Northwestern 

road surrounded by a fine farming country.  It is 

nine miles southwest of Sycamore. The station 

agent is C. M. Cook and Ernest Wilcox is assis-

tant operator. The grain elevator is owned by 

Alick Kennedy, and the general merchandise 

store is owned by his brother, Michael Kennedy.  

S. S. Wheeler is the village blacksmith and the 

Elva Creamery is owned and operated by R. E. 

Wilcox. The Elva Creamery manufactured 300 

pounds of butter daily.‛ It was reported that bi-

cycle riders, on their way from southern towns to 

the northern part of the county, stopped at the 

Elva Creamery for a drink of buttermilk ‚which 

the proprietor kindly furnished.‛    

In c 1911, the Wheeler family lost their house in a fire, 
afterward living in the tent on the land.  A new house 
was rebuilt on the old foundation. L to R: Rachel Car-
man, unk, Zachary Wheeler, Rachel Wheeler Burr, 
Samuel Wheeler; seated, "Jenny Wheeler."   
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The informa-

tive 1900 cen-

sus provides a 

list of 44 resi-

dents in ten 

homes in Elva 

Station. The 

McDole Family 

consisted of 

Jason and 

Amanda and 

their two chil-

dren, Adale 

and Zaida. Mr. 

McDole 

farmed and 

ran a farm im- 

plement dealership. Living with them is their 17-

year-old niece Amanda Burt and a farm hand, 

Benjamin Kling from Peru. Also boarding with 

them is the superintendent of the grain, lumber, 

and coal company, George Adee. The second 

residence belonged to George Marston, proprie-

tor of the general store.  His wife, Nellie, and 

their children, Ferris and Leslie, make up the 

family.  A 20-year-old servant, Mary Mulhern, of 

Irish/Scottish descent, lives with them.  R. E. Dil-

lingham,  the  railroad  station  agent,  was  born  

in  Wisconsin. He lives with wife, Sina, and their 

two children. The creamery is owned by the Wil-

cox family and they share their home with their 

20-year-old daughter. Charles Johnson, a laborer, 

lives with his wife and daughter. Residence six 

belongs to retired farmer J. W. Ward and his 

wife, Susan. The Ingham family in house seven 

includes Ellis and Ella and their son. Patrick Ken-

nedy, day laborer, and his wife, Catherine, are 

both Irish and they have five boys. Berten Keiser 

and his wife, Alice, live with their daughter, 

Vera.  Samuel Wheeler lives in the tenth home 

and is a blacksmith. His wife, Rachel Jane, their 

five children, and Samuel’s mother complete 

their family.   

 

Elva’s published social events in the 1900’s in-

clude the family names of Watson, McDole, 

Agnew, Donnelly, Hammett, Bean, Mosher, Rus-

sell, Grube, and Ingham. Activities included the 

Elva Women’s Christian Temperance Union, still 

active in 1915.  The group sent thirty dozen eggs, 

fruit, jellies, and clothing to a children’s home in 

Chicago.  In 1916 the Farmers Institute was held 

at Elva’s Modern Woodman of America Hall 

with a big crowd. That same year, the Afton 

Township schools had a picnic on the old Ell-

wood place south of DeKalb. ‚The Gleaners‛ also 

held their session in the hall. The Elva Woman’s 

Club pursued a course of study on ‚Illinois Be-

ginning with DeKalb County.‛ This meeting was 

held at the home of Mrs. Chauncey Watson, with 

Mrs. McDole, Mrs. Ray Mosher, and Mrs. Fred 

Diedrich on the program.   

 

That same year there was an Afton Center social 

and the crowd was ‚as enthusiastic as ever.‛  An 

old-fashioned dinner, prepared ‚temptingly‛ by 

the committee was served and the ‚home 

cooked‛ leftovers were sold. There was no spe-

cial business, but the crowd ‚joined in‛ for hours 

of fun.  Miss Berenice Marston was elected treas-

urer. Hostesses were Mrs. James McDole, Mrs. 

John Agnew, Mrs. Jennie Wheeler, Mrs. George 

Wilcox, and Mrs. Gertie Anderson. In 1916, the 

Elva W.C.T.U. (Women’s Christian Temperance 

Union) held a meeting. They voted to send $3.00 

to the anti-saloon league and to send a box of 

jelly to the day ministry in Chicago. At the end of 

the evening, a number of choice records were 

played on an Edison furnished by Pritchard and 

Dickman.   

 

In July 1916, the ‚Afton Club‛ was organized.  

Duties included plans for a picnic and election of 

officers. That same year a headline, ‚Regular Or-

ganization is Perfected in the Afton Town Hall,‛ 
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signals a change in the building’s name. The 

meeting was held by 22 young men to plan a 

Fourth of July picnic in the Ellwood Grove.  They 

planned semi-monthly gatherings, a Saturday 

athletic meet alternating with an evening com-

munity social. These charter members who 

launched the organization included officers Wat-

son, Mosher, Smith, Osborn, and Hulmes. Presi-

dent Watson spoke on the importance of team- 

work among rural people to realize community 

betterment. The Elva Fourth of July picnic in-

cluded a boys’ baseball game, girls’ indoor base-

ball, dinner, music by Wendel Lindberg, a patri-

otic speech by C. W. Whitten, Prof., track events 

for grade school and high school ages, and a fat- 

man’s race requiring 

200# or more. The pro-

gram also included re-

freshments and swings. 

The day ended with a 

patriotic exercise by 

young ladies and fire-

works. Both the Ell-

wood Grove and the 

church lawn were used. 

In December of that 

year, a ‚Hard Times‛ 

party for the Elva Royal Neighbors was hosted 

by Mrs. Will Pooler and Mrs. Grant Barshinger.  

Officers were installed and a new password was 

chosen.    

 

In 2005, Renee Messacar wrote about Elva in a 

DeKalb Chronicle ‚Towns Less Traveled‛ column. 

She described Elva as one of the county’s small-

est, overlooked communities. At that time Carole 

Hilleson estimated the population at 32. Tom 

Donnelly reported the stockyards had received 

and dispatched livestock until the 1940s.  His fa-

ther ran the grain elevator, lumberyard, and store 

from 1939 until his death in 1965.  The quaint 

town hall, built c. 1906-08, was built with the 

unique feature of horizontal wainscoting on the 

ceiling, floor, and walls.  The hall has been re-

modeled to include an addition, updated kitchen, 

washrooms, and a mural of the town.  It has been 

the site of Modern Woodman meetings, election 

precincts, township board meetings, Saturday 

night dances, card parties, 4H meetings, church 

services, showers, land auctions, reunions, and 

potlucks. Mrs. Walker remembers an early post 

office inside the porch of a home, using a wagon 

wheel with compartments between the spokes.  

Reports of early Elva couples skinny-dipping in a 

quarry north of Elva have been unsubstantiated.   

 

Before the railroad arrived and before ‚Elva‛, 

there was an ‚Afton Center‛ settlement at the 

corner of Waterman and 

Perry Roads.  A church, 

school, and cemetery 

were in place.  In March 

of 1916, a published ac-

count stated, ‚Country 

folks in Afton Center and 

vicinity certainly know 

how to enjoy life and they 

always make a success of 

everything they attempt.  

Yesterday there was an-

other of the socials, which a crowd of women 

have been giving this winter at the church and 

there was a large crowd of Elva people with their 

families present. The dinner served at noon was 

most elaborate and temptingly served. Hostesses 

were Mrs. Ella Mosher, Mrs. Candling, Mrs. Will 

Marshall, Mrs. Lutz, and Mrs. Mary Kinglsey.‛  

Also in 1916 the Afton Center Church held a 

Christian Endeavor meeting. William F. Osborn 

was pastor and C.B. Watson was Sunday School 

Superintendent. Then the train arrived! 

 

‚Afton Center‛ residents made a transition to the 

new township center, one mile north. Keeping 

their 1867 church, their school, and their ceme-

(Continued on page 14) 

Elva town hall prior to remodeling 
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O nce a month at 7:00 a.m. a group of bright-

eyed, bushy-tailed DeKalb County enthu-

siasts meet to work on DeKalb County Historical

-Genealogical Society’s newest project, an up-

date of the history of DeKalb County from 1963 

to present. It has been almost fifty years since the 

last county history, From Oxen to Jets, was pub-

lished. The sequel will record the past fifty years 

of life and growth in DeKalb County, Illinois. 

 

Terry Martin, DCHGS membership co-chair and 

retired Kishwaukee College faculty member, 

spearheads the project committee. At a summer 

program meeting, DCHGS members approved 

hiring a project director-editor and paying a 

small percentage for securing sponsorships to 

help with publication costs to a volunteer busi-

ness manager. Plans are to issue the yet untitled 

publication by September 1, 2013. 

 

Kate Schott, news editor for 

the Daily Chronicle, was se-

lected as editor. Schott has 

been with the Daily Chronicle 

since July 2007, where as news 

editor she directs the local 

news report and oversees the 

reporting and photography 

staff.  Schott received a Master 

of Arts in public affairs reporting from the Uni-

versity of Illinois at Springfield in 2002, and a 

Bachelor of Arts in mass communication-

journalism from Winona State University in 

Minnesota in 2001. She will be heading the book 

project while still working full time at the Daily 

Chronicle. ‚This project will provide glimpses 

into the history of how DeKalb County became 

what it is today. I look forward to the day when 

we present the county’s residents with our fin-

ished project,‛ Schott remarked.  

 

The project committee first reviewed the subject 

areas covered in the 1963 history and then ex-

panded the list of topics pertinent to DeKalb 

County today, adding chapters like Technology,  

Arts and Entertainment, and Service Organiza-

tions, industries that have blossomed to enrich 

life in DeKalb County.  The indexed volume will 

include approximately fourteen chapters with 

photos. Volunteers are already assembled to lead 

the researching and writing of chapters over the 

next two years.  Topics and chairs are: 
 

- Agriculture:  Al Golden and Sue Breese  

- Arts & Entertainment: Clark Neher 

- Churches & Religion:  Marcia Wilson 

- County & Local Government:  Bob Hutcheson 

- Education: Terry and Sherrie Martin 

- Historical Landmarks:  Barry Schrader 

- Industry: chair needed 

- Law & Courthouse: Ron Klein 

- Libraries: Rob Dancey 

- Medical: Sharon Emanuelson 

- Publications & News Media: Barry Schrader 

and Jerry Smith 

- Service Organizations & Community Service:  

Jerry Smith 

- Technology: Dan Halverson  

- Township Profiles: Joan Hardekopf and Averil 

Schrieber 

 

More contributors are being sought and anyone 

interested in working on the book can contact 

Kate Schott at keschott78@gmail.com or through 

the Society’s mailbox at P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, 

IL 60178, or the chapter chair directly.  

 

Progress on the project will be periodically re-

ported in Cornsilk. ♦ 

7 

DCHGS Embarks on County History Update 
By Marcia Wilson 

mailto:keschott78@gmail.com
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B arry Schrader has been ‚back home‛ in 

DeKalb County some four years, after 

spending most of his career in the San 

Francisco Bay Area. He has been writing a 

weekly column for the Daily Chronicle for three 

years and decided to compile 100 of his favorite 

columns into a book, adding numerous photos he 

has taken over the years, but only about half of 

which were included with his columns. He has 

titled the book Hybrid Corn & Purebred People. 

Proceeds from the book will be donated to the 

DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society 

for use in producing a sequel of From Oxen to Jets, 

the 1963 history of DeKalb County.  

 

Hybrid Corn & Purebred People, a 212-page over-

size paperback, is available directly from 

Schrader or can be ordered online at 

www.dekalbcountylife.com by clicking on the 

New Book icon. It is also available from Borders 

bookstore in DeKalb and Sycamore Antiques, 320 

West State Street in Sycamore. 

 

Schrader’s column appears each Tuesday on 

page 2 of the Daily Chronicle. ‚I was amazed how 

much had changed here but yet some parts of the 

county still look the same since 

my childhood. So it was excit-

ing to explore my past and re-

acquaint myself with classmates 

from grade school through col-

lege at Northern Illinois Univer-

sity, all the time collecting sto-

ries for my columns,‛ he said. 

 

Schrader, who will be 70 in December, was born 

on a dairy farm south of Waterman, Illinois, and 

attended three different elementary schools in 

Somonauk, Sycamore and Genoa, before graduat-

ing from 

Genoa-

Kingston 

High 

School. 

 

After 

earning a 

Journal-

ism de-

gree from 

NIU, 

Schrader 

was 

hired as 

editor of  

three rural weeklies in Ogle County, then saved 

enough money to put a down payment on his 

hometown weekly The Genoa Republican in 1964. 

Soon after, he added the Kirkland weekly, DeKalb 

County Journal, and started a new paper, the Syca-

more Sun.  He formed a corporation, DeKalb 

County Press, with major investors who bought 

him out in 1967. After that he decided to head 

west and took a position on the San Bernardino 

(California) Sun as copy editor. After a year there 

he was hired as managing edi-

tor of a paper in Livermore, 40 

miles outside San Francisco. 

 

When his wife, Kay, became 

homesick for family back in 

Illinois he agreed to return to 

DeKalb County where he be-

came editor of the DeKalb Daily Chronicle under 

its new owners Scripps-Hagadone. Four years 

later he was offered the editorship of a new daily 

in Dublin, California, and now with two children 

(Continued on page 14) 

Life in DeKalb County Highlighted  

in New Book  

 

Proceeds from the book will be donated 

to the DeKalb County Historical-

Genealogical Society for use in 

producing a sequel to From Oxen to 

Jets.  

The front cover of Schrader’s book      
features an equipment auction on the 
DeKalb farm of Jack Watson conducted 
by the Almburg Auctioneering family with 
three generations shown in the photo.  

http://www.dekalbcountylife.%20com
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Early Childhood Memories 
 

When I was about 3 ½ or 4 years of age, a program 

at our church involving Indians was produced. 

They wanted me to be a papoose, which I didn’t 

want to do. They said all I had to do was sit on the 

lap of a squaw and drink a glass of milk. I did. 

 

I remember the celebration at the end of WWI. It 

was held at night uptown on State Street. To attract 

attention almost every type of noise was made. 

Church and school bells were rung, factory whistles 

blew, and the citywide fire alarm sounded. I didn’t 

realize the reason for the occasion and was mysti-

fied by the burning of the Kaiser in effigy on the 

wire above the street. A remembrance of the end of 

the war (Nov. 11, 1918) was observed for many 

years in the schools at eleven o’clock by standing 

and facing the East for one minute while the city 

fire alarm was sounded. 

 

Shortly after the war was over a neighbor, Frank 

Ransford, told me many stories of his experiences, 

which I can still remember today. These stories, 

along with several souvenirs brought home from 

the battlefields by our pastor who came here in 

1920, opened my eyes to the horrors of war. 

 

Two occupations common in my childhood were 

the ice man and the coal man. The ice man came by 

every day to deliver ice in blocks of 25, 50, 75 and 

100 pounds. If you wanted ice, you put a sign in 

your window. The ice came in 100-pound blocks. 

When you only needed a smaller size, he would 

mark and cut the ice and chips would fall on the 

bed of the truck. We boys would then pick up the 

chips and suck on them. Most men were very 

strong, as they picked up the block with their tongs 

and carried it on their shoulder, which was pro-

tected by a heavy leather pad. 

 

There were several firms that sold coal, along with 

lumber. There were a number of grades and sizes 

that were available. They delivered the coal and 

shoveled it into a trough, which entered the base-

ment through a window. Many homes had a steel 

door. Homes had different size coal bins, holding 

several tons at one time. I enjoyed watching the 

men unload coal in my father’s home. Many times 

Memoirs of County Clerk Ralph Joiner  

Part I: The Early Years 
 

Ralph Joiner served as DeKalb County Clerk from 1954 to 1974. Ralph died on Novem-

ber 8, 2008, at the age of 94. Because of his foresight, much of the history of DeKalb 

County was boxed, saved, and stored in a vault in the courthouse basement. Ralph’s 

dream was that these county records would be available in an archive. That dream cul-

minated with the opening of the Joiner History Room in 1989. Ralph recalled memories 

of his life in a column in The Joiner Room Journal from March 2000 to May 2007. 

With permission, his series will be reprinted in Cornsilk in four parts. 

WW I Celebration on Courthouse Lawn  
Courtesy Joiner History Room 



Cornsilk                  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                          winter 2010, vol. 29 no. 4 

10

if there was snow on the ground they would throw 

some on the walk to keep down the coal dust in the 

house. 

 

There were two blacksmith shops in Sycamore, one 

where Auto Meter is now located and one where 

the laundromat is on East State Street. I would quite 

often stop and watch the men forge various iron 

products on my way home. There was a harness 

shop on South California Street. The owner, Mr. 

Truby, also handled bicycles and parts. When we 

got a nail in a tire we could buy a tube of ‚Never 

Leak‛ to stop the leak. It would screw on the valve 

stem and by squeezing the tube it would fill the tire 

(there were no inner tubes). It could be very messy. 

Sometimes when the tire would not hold air, we 

used a small tool that would hold several rubber 

bands, and by forcing the bands in the hole and 

withdrawing the tool it would seal the leak. After 

cutting the excess rubber sticking out of the tire, it 

would make a bump that was noticeable when rid-

ing the bike. Needless to say neither method of re-

pair was satisfactory for any length of time. 

My Grade School Days 
 

I was born March 12, 1914, at Larson Sanitarium at 

320 Somonauk Street, Sycamore. It was located two 

houses south of Sycamore Baptist Church, where 

the Edbert Apartments are now (2005). 

 

My father was Earle W. Joiner, born October 10, 

1885, in Mayfield Township. My mother was Glad-

dys Jeannette Crane, born October 25, 1888, in Cort-

land Township. I had two brothers, Vivan David 

Joiner born October 12, 1912, and Philip Lawrence 

Joiner born July 7, 1921. The night my younger 

brother was born, my older brother and I had no 

knowledge we were about to have a sibling. My 

parents woke us up and put us in my Uncle Ar-

thur’s 12 by 24 foot tent between my uncle’s and 

our house. They slept out in the tent during the hot 

summer months. 

 

My first four grades were at the South School on 

Charles Street. My first and second grades were in 

one room taught by a Miss Butler. In my second 

year, there was an outbreak of a contagious disease 

and everyone had to be vaccinated. Dr. I.G. Evans 

put a celluloid cover over my spot where some of 

the other students only had tape over theirs. The 

school nurse came several times to check all in the 

four grades whether or not the vaccination was 

Loptien Blacksmith Shop, Sycamore. Courtesy Joiner 

History Room 

The former Larson Sanitarium building on Somonauk 
Street is now an apartment complex. Courtesy M. Wilson 
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working. After the proper length of time most eve-

ryone’s was working but mine. She said I would 

have to have it done over, but came a few days later 

to double-check and found it was okay. 

 

My third- and fourth-grade teacher was Harriet 

Overocker, taught in one room. My third-grade re-

membrance was about someone throwing unused 

toilet paper down one of the four holes in the out-

house. When no one admitted doing it, the third- 

and fourth-grade boys were not permitted to go out 

for recess for a short period of time. 

 

By the fourth grade, indoor plumbing had been in-

stalled. At the parent-teacher night, O.E. Peterson, 

Superintendent of Schools, remarked what an im-

provement it was and invited the parents to go to 

the basement and see it for themselves. 

 

As I remember, Cora Miner was our art teacher and 

Florence Wollensack was our music teacher for all 

of my grade school years, and even into my high 

school years. 

 

My fifth and sixth grades were at West School. Cora 

Christian was my fifth-grade teacher and Marian 

VanGolden taught my sixth-grade class. Both of 

these teachers moved on to the new Central School 

after it was built. 

 

Fifth and sixth grades were very uneventful. A bas-

ketball team was organized for future athletic ac-

tivities. Donald Burchfield and Elmer Bowers went 

on to be very good athletes. The only other name 

that comes to my memory was Russell Shaver. I did 

not make a very good athlete because of my short 

stature. 

 

Seventh and eighth grades were at Central School. 

Because of the school burning during my seventh 

grade, our classes were held in the Universalist 

Church (now Midwest Museum of Natural History) 

until the new school was completed. I don’t remem-

ber how it worked but due to shortage of class-

rooms, the classes were shortened to five hours per 

day and some classes went in the morning and 

other classes in the afternoon. This went on until 

the middle of my eighth grade when we moved 

into the new building. 

 

The concept of having us move to the room where 

the different subjects were taught rather than stay-

ing in one room prepared us for our high school 

days. 

 

My High School Days 
 

In the fall of 1928 I entered high school. In all of my 

grade school days I had about the same fellow stu-

dents—about half of the ones coming into the fresh-

man year were transfers from the country schools 

and a few from St. Mary’s in Sycamore. 

 

One of the first activities for our class was to elect 

officers. Those elected were: Sam Mabel, President; 

John Ovitz, Vice President; and Gene Harvey, Sec-

retary and Treasurer; Miss Alice Reinhart, Sponsor. 

Another item was to suggest names for the cheer 

leading team. Someone named me. I was very bash-

ful and said, ‚I am not going to make a fool of my-

self‛; that really made me a fool to speak out like I 

did. 

 

My classes were the usual ones required by the 

school. My algebra teacher was Miss Evelyn Sipple. 

After the first semester she wrote on my report card 

I was failing and said if I didn’t study harder I 

would probably have to take the class over. My sci-

ence teacher was Dave Simpson, and the classroom 

was on the second floor, and the rows were on steps 

so that we could watch the demonstrations better. 

 

I went out for football and the manager was Owen 

Resch. They didn’t have a pair of pants for me be-

cause of my small stature except one without a 

buckle. Owen sent me to the blacksmith and har-

ness shop to have a buckle sewed on. I never played 

in a game. 

 

My sophomore year was the usual subjects again. 
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My geometry teacher was Thedoria Keller. As an 

elective I signed up for Latin because my mother, 

who graduated in 1908, took Latin all four of her 

high school days and loved it. After the first semes-

ter I stopped Latin and took Economics because I 

didn’t enjoy Latin. 

 

My junior year was uneventful. I went out for foot-

ball again and made the lightweight team, playing 

both offense and defense at left end. We didn’t win 

a game but tied several games. As an elective I took 

typing. Marietta Hulbert was my teacher. The big 

thing about being a junior was getting sweaters. 

Ours were a real bright green with chenille number 

‚32‛ about 5 inches high on the chest. They were 

pure wool and I hardly ever wore anything else as a 

top including my senior year. 

 

My senior year found me less bashful and I had a 

part in the operetta ‚Lelanala‛ as the medicine 

man. I also was in the senior class play, ‚And Home 

Came Ted,‛ as the father of the heiress. One day we 

had a magician for the assembly of all classes when 

he called me up on stage and asked me if I was ill. 

Saying ‚no‛ he proceeded to pull yard after yard of 

green streamers out of my mouth. I don’t know 

how he did it except he put the roll under my green 

sweater and threaded it up to my mouth and by 

hiding it under his other hand let it unroll as if it 

was coming from my mouth. I also played light-

weight football but not as a regular. I substituted 

for a junior who was getting experience and would 

move up to the heavyweight next year. 

 

Our class officers were: Clifford Teach, President; 

James Boyle, Vice President; Lois Perry, Secretary; 

and Henry Parke, Treasurer. Our sponsor was 

Marjorie Gilbert, who later became the wife of Clif-

ford Danielson. This was her first year at the school 

and we all appreciated her services. Miss Roberta 

Amrine was our principal all four years and was 

very strict but fair. She served for several decades. 

 

Early Earning Experiences 
 

As a young person, many years before becoming 

county clerk, I had a number of jobs. My earliest 

remembrance is taking out the ashes and filling the 

water reservoir on my Grandmother Joiner’s fur-

nace each Saturday during the winter. She usually 

gave me ten cents for this, along with giving me 

several sugar cookies. She almost always would 

say, ‚Thank you until you’re better paid.‛ 

 

Another experience was delivering gas bills. I was 

always given thirty-five cents for delivering what 

seemed like a 100 bills. Usually after I came home 

from school, my mother would tell me the gas lady 

called and the bills were ready. I dreaded doing it 

because it was in the south part of Sycamore, which 

always had a bunch of bad dogs and they were al-

lowed to run loose back then. 

 

Another job was working for Norman Allen, an 

electrician. He specialized in wiring old homes. To 

wire for a ceiling fixture he would take up a floor-

board on the room above and have me drill holes to 

put the porcelain tubes to insulate the wire from the 

floor joist. He gave me twenty-five cents for a cou-

ple of hours work. 

 

For several years I delivered newspapers for one of 

the Rockford papers, which did not have a large 

circulation. I had to collect weekly and received, as 

I remember, one cent per paper per day. It did not 

After the new high school was built, old Sycamore High 
on East State Street was used as a junior high. It was 
subsequently torn down to make way for the new 
Brown’s County Market. Courtesy Joiner History Room 
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pay a lot but kept me in candy money and allowed 

me to buy a bicycle, which I ordered from either 

Sears Roebuck or Montgomery Ward. It was deliv-

ered by parcel post. I had to get a post office money 

order and make out the catalog order myself.  

 

The bicycle probably was delivered by Edward Ear-

nest, who used a motorcycle with a side car to de-

liver packages. He worked as a substitute at the 

post office for quite a few years, as there were not 

too many retirees back in the twenties, and other 

than death there were few jobs open. 

 

It seemed ages from the time I ordered it until it 

came. I believe I paid about twenty dollars, includ-

ing postage, for it. I rode it until I was a junior in 

high school and sold it for two dollars to Hayes 

Knodle who dealt in new cycles, along with other 

miscellaneous small appliances, including radios. 

He started out in the garage at his mother’s home. 

He eventually became a highly successful business-

man.  

 

Early Working Days 
 

I graduated from Sycamore High School in 1932. 

There being few jobs, I decided to take a post-

graduate course at the high school in the fall. I took 

two subjects, one being shorthand, as I thought 

some about going into court proceedings. The 

teacher each day would dictate at three different 

words per minute. I always transcribed all three 

and our teacher, Miss Huebert, said I wrote beauti-

ful Gregg shorthand, but I couldn’t read it back for 

sour apples. The other subject was mechanical 

drawing and woodworking. These were afternoon 

classes so I almost always arranged to meet my girl-

friend, Bertha Cain, and we would walk back to-

gether from our homes on Washington Place and 

Stark Avenue to the old school on East State Street. 

 

In the spring of 1933, a meter man stopped me and 

said he had seen a man fall in his garden and asked 

me if I would go to the house to notify them. The 

man’s son was Elmer Lindquist, a foreman at 

Turner Brass Works. I helped Elmer get his father in 

the house because he had suffered a stroke. He 

passed away, and in a few days Elmer called and 

asked if I was looking for work. He said he thought 

he could find something for me to do. 

 

I was fortunate to find a job at this time. It paid 15 

cents an hour. Every morning 50 to 100 men would 

come looking for work, as Turners was about the 

only place hiring in 1933. One day another man and 

I were talking. The plant manager, Julian Joseph, 

came by and said, ‚You two have an awful lot to 

talk about. Take the afternoon off and if you get it 

all talked out come back in the morning to work.‛ 

We did. 

 

In 1934, the National Recovery Act was enacted. 

The purpose was to set the hours at 40 per week 

and the hourly wage at 40 cents. This was never 

followed up by Turner. Many times we would 

work 12-hour days at 15 cents per hour, making one 

day’s wages $1.80. 

 

I continued working at Turner until December 1936. 

The pay scale was gradually coming up and as I 

remember it was about 45 cents per hour, and they 

had assured me I was a good employee and capable 

to making good with the company. Some of the 

work I had done was dangerous and in October 

1935, after I had been married for two months, I 

injured my hands in an accident. I was wire brush-

ing a lantern bail when it caught in the wheel and 

tore the skin off the underside of my left hand and 

tore the thumbnail off my right hand. There was no 

compensation for my injury, only paying the doctor 

bill. 

 

In December 1936, my father needed extra help in 

the county clerk’s office and so on December 15, 

1936, I started work at the courthouse for $80 per 

month. I didn’t gain anything financially because 

neither job had retirement or insurance benefits. 

Later the county became affiliated with Illinois Mu-

nicipal Retirement Program, which is one of the fin-

est in the State.  ♦ 
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tery at Afton Center, they accepted a new loca-

tion for government and community events in 

Elva. Ownership of this little spot on the prairie 

went from the United States Government to 

Greenes, Forbushes, Pearls, Thompsons, Seaveys, 

Elva Glidden Bush, and finally to the Plat of Elva. 

The following quote is from the abstract’s page 

nine. It states, ‚the second party agrees to pay 

taxes on said premises soon to be due, subject to 

the right of way already granted to the Railway 

Company.‛ It is signed by J. F. Glidden and 

Lucinda Glidden on November 7, 1885, the 

‚consideration‛ $1.00, and recorded on Novem-

ber 13, 1885.  The next item on the abstract is the 

‚Plat of Elva,‛ indicating the name of the village 

at the new rail crossing carries the name of Glid-

den’s daughter. The following quote is from the 

abstract’s page nine. ‚We, William H. Bush and 

Elva G. Bush do hereby certify that we are the 

owners in fee simple and that the same was laid 

out at our request and we hereby dedicate the 

streets and alleys as shown to the public. Given 

under our hands and seals this 25th day of July, 

1886.‛ Currently, Afton Township residents use 

the historic town hall for meetings and elections.  

The quiet, quaint location is rented by others for 

special events. The population has remained 

about the same and residents cherish the lifestyle 

of this rural village.   

~~~~~ 

Perhaps you have seen the daily train that still 

rumbles through Elva. It departs DeKalb, just 
north of Route 38, and angles southwest, crossing 

Route 23 just south of Fairview Drive. The web-
page video link below offers a view of Elva, the 

old store and station, the landmark brown silos, 
and the train passing through Elva, traveling 

south to Troy Grove for its daily load of silica 
sand.   

   www.youtube.com/watch?v=RGAsXEz6-ZU 
     

Sources:  Abstract of Title, #31548. Combined Atlases of 

DeKalb, 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929. Windmill Publications, 

Inc., Mt. Vernon, IN, 2000.  Gross, Lewis M. Past and 

Present of DeKalb County. Pioneer Publishing Co. Chi-

cago, IL, 1907.  Joiner History Room.  United States Fed-

eral Census.  

Interviews: Sue Breese. Bud Burgin. Jeff J. Marshall. 

Joni Osterhout. Helen Traglia.  Dorothy Walker.  Rail-

road Officials. ♦ 

(Elva, Illinois, continued from page 6) 
 

he convinced his wife to move back to the Bay 

Area. He stayed with newspapers for eight more 

years, then changed careers to become Public In-

formation Officer and a science writer for the 

Sandia National Laboratories’ branch in Liver-

more. After 21 years with Sandia he changed jobs 

and became a supervisor of community relations 

at Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory. He 

ended the last two years of his career as oral his-

torian for LLNL. After moving back to Illinois in 

2006 he volunteered to tape oral histories for the 

DeKalb County Historian Phyllis Kelley at the 

Joiner History Room in Sycamore. 

 

 

 

Schrader and his wife live in a duplex home at 

the Oak Crest--DeKalb Area Retirement Center 

where they both volunteer in various capacities. 

Schrader continues his longtime interests in an-

tique letterpress printing and photography and 

even took a first place in the Still Life photo cate-

gory at the Sandwich Fair last year. 

 

In his book’s preface, Schrader describes his 

weekly column as ‚the exclamation point at the 

end of my life‛ and intends to keep on writing 

‚for a few more of my golden years‛ if the paper 

continues using him.  ♦                                                            

 

(Life in DeKalb County continued from page 8) 
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DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives 

of historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  

Minutes of the Meeting, October 2, 2010 
by Sandy Lyon 

 

The October 2, 2010, quarterly meeting was 

called to order by chair Sandy Lyon at 9:30 a.m. 

at the Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum. After intro-

ductions, the Shabbona-Lee-Rollo members were 

thanked for volunteering to host the meeting. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: The museum groups are con-

tinuing to provide information on the publication 

of their newsletters. With the increases in pub-

lishing and mailing expenses, it is hoped that we 

can combine purchases. 

 

The group will continue to try and encourage all 

the local school districts to participate in the Re-

gional History Fair at Northern Illinois Univer-

sity.  The next fair will be held on Saturday, Feb-

ruary 26, 2011, at the Holmes Student Center. For 

further information on the fair, the NIU coordina-

tor is Anne Petty Johnson who can be reached at 

(815) 753-5200 or www.niu.edu/clasep/fairs/

history. Each museum is encouraged to work 

with their school administration to encourage 

participation. 

 

Barry Schrader reminded the group that students 

in schools not participating in the fair can be 

sponsored by a local museum.  This is a wonder-

ful opportunity to bring students into the muse-

ums to do research and encourage their interest 

in history. All of the museum staffs have favorite 

topics they could help the students research. 

 

NEW BUSINESS: All participants were re-

minded that if their museum revenues are under 

$25,000, they MUST file a 990 report annually.  

Not for profits not filing by October 15, 2010, for 

2007, 2008, and 2009 will lose their tax-exempt 

not-for-profit status. 

 

Considerable time was spent discussing Illinois 

State Sales Tax, which all not-for-profits are re-

quired to collect and remit for sales to the public. 

Ann Wright-Parsons discussed the workshop 

NIU is planning for Saturday, November 20, 

2010, on emergency preparedness.  Experts from 

The Chicago Conservation Center will present 

the morning program, and the afternoon session 

will focus on Homeland Security. It is hoped that 

enough museums and libraries will participate to 

cover the expense. 

 

The next meeting will be held on Saturday, 

JANUARY 22, 2011,  at the Kishwaukee Valley 

Heritage Museum at 622 Park Avenue (Route 

72) in Genoa at 9:30 a.m. ♦ 

 

 

Errata 
 

Agriculture history guru Al Golden kindly 

provided more extensive information on the 

cover pictures from the Fall 2010 issue of 

Cornsilk. 

 

The 1913 picture records wheat threshing 

on the Latimer farm. 

The 1937 picture shows farmers sorting 

seed corn on a table for DeKalb Ag. 

The 1940 picture depicts a fodder     

shredder blowing fodder into a pile. 

http://www.niu.edu/clasep/fairs/history
http://www.niu.edu/clasep/fairs/history
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Aschinger Robert A  43 8/20/2010 Somonauk IL 8/22/2010 ABN 
Adkins Frances L. Harris 65 9/22/2010 Rockford IL 9/25/2010  
Alley Clement W. 89 10/7/2010 DeKalb IL 10/9/2010  
Anderson Angela M.  60 8/19/2010 DeKalb IL 8/21/2010  
Anderson Irene B. Fehrmann 97 8/25/2010 Sycamore IL 8/27/2010  
Anderson Dennis A. 67 9/8/2010 Elburn IL 9/11/2010  
Anderson Dennis Allen 57 9/8/2010 Elburn IL 9/28/2010  
Antos Rose L. Dean 96 11/3/2010 Big Rock IL 11/10/2010  
Askeland Richard Neil 71 9/20/2010 Rochelle IL 9/22/2010  
Atcheson Betty Lou Hart 82 8/15/2010 Claremont CA 8/23/2010  
Barkei Gilbert L. 92 10/17/2010 Steward IL 10/19/2010  
Barshinger Florence H. Harkness 90 11/13/2010 DeKalb IL 11/15/2010  
Barth Marion Amelia Hayes 92 11/4/2010 Sycamore IL 11/6/2010  
Bell Barbara A. Powell 78 9/1/2010 Sycamore IL 9/2/2010  
Bell James R. Jr. 88 10/15/2010 DeKalb IL 10/18/2010  
Bergbauer Lucille Tarleton 87 10/28/2010 DeKalb IL 10/30/2010  
Berkley Richard S. 95 8/22/2010 Genoa IL 8/26/2010  
Berntsen Hanna Sofie Selvaag 88 9/17/2010 DeKalb IL 9/18/2010  
Bianchi Olga C. Jossendal 88 10/15/2010 DeKalb IL 10/18/2010  
Bishop Dorothy Ann Cresap 78 11/8/2010 DeKalb IL 11/11/2010  
Bowden-Fischer Pauline Louise Bowles 87 abt 9/24/2010 Sheridan IL/Sandwich IL 9/26/2010 ABN 
Brady Nancy L. Blomeyer 88 9/26/2010 Bloomfield MO/Sandwich IL 9/27/2010 ABN 
Braffet James C. 'Pat' 83 11/9/2010 DeKalb IL 11/11/2010  
Brandes Erin C. Coughlin 49 9/11/2010 Bloomingdale  9/16/2010  
Broughton John H. 70 9/14/2010 Poynette WI 9/15/2010  
Brown Bruce  69 9/9/2010 Leland IL 9/13/2010  
Brummel John J., Sr. 73 11/6/2010 Sandwich IL 9/7/2010 ABN 
Buell Barbara H. Haines 69 9/21/2010 Kirkland IL 9/24/2010  
Busse Evelyn R. Seybert 92 9/24/2010 DeKalb IL 9/27/2010  
Butenas William J. 84 9/4/2010 Sandwich IL/Waterman IL 9/5/2010 ABN 
Butler Lyle A. 30 9/18/2010 Hinckley IL/Paris IL 9/24/2010 ABN 
Carlson Doris Louis Vesta 86 10/5/2010 Milan Twp IL/DeKalb IL 10/13/2010 VFP 
Carlson Richard A. Sr. 73 9/17/2010 DeKalb IL 9/20/2010  
Carlson Doris Louise Vesta 86 10/5/2010 DeKalb IL 10/7/2010  
Carter Mildred E. Beckman 72 7/30/2010 DeKalb IL 8/24/2010  
Cerutti Joyce Weistead 79 10/7/2010 Sycamore IL 10/9/2010  
Chamberlain Clarke Arthur 59 9/11/2010 Middleburg FL 9/16/2010  
Clausen Clarion R. 80 10/12/2010 Sycamore IL 10/15/2010  
Conley Bruce Herbert 60 9/11/2010 Kaneville IL 9/14/2010  
Cooper Vesta Osier 91 11/6/2010 DeKalb IL 11/8/2010  
Craglow Richard S. 56 10/20/2010 Kirkland IL 10/22/2010  
Cunningham Kathryn E. McClintock 77 10/13/2010 Sparks NV 10/30/2010  
Dailey Wayne Houston 64 11/2/2010 Sycamore IL 11/5/2010  
Dale Jean M.  82 8/23/2010 DeKalb IL 8/25/2010  
Davis Joan Marie Marshall 71 9/7/2010 CO Springs CO 9/11/2010  
DeJonghe Edmund F.  60 9/5/2010 Genoa IL 9/16/2010  
Deutsch Evelyn M. Hayes 87 9/4/2010 DeKalb IL 9/7/2010  
Dombeck Pauline Molchan 82 11/10/2010 Sycamore IL 11/12/2010  
Drake Edwin 90 8/13/2010 Genoa IL 8/17/2010  
Dunaway Madeline Leah  8/19/2010 Parkville MO 8/19/2010  
Eaden Cody James 12 11/1/2010 Kingston IL 11/4/2010  
Eichelberger Arthur H. 63 8/9/2010 Waterman IL/Joliet IL 8/19/2010 KCR 
Elmore Duane A. 48 9/2/2010 Elgin IL 9/2/2010  
Engel Ronald Gene 69 10/20/2010 Panama FL 11/3/2010  
Erickson Elaine A. Williamson 70 9/25/2010 Leland IL/Sandwich IL 9/27/2010 ABN 
Fanning Robert J. 79 8/17/2010 Sandwich IL/Earlville IL 8/19/2010 ABN 
Fleisher Doris Levey 93 9/20/2010 New York NY 9/21/2010  
Gavin Lawrence Lee 82 10/2/2010 Sheridan IL 10/4/2010  
Giddings  Elizabeth A. Snodgrass 71 9/22/2010 Waterman IL 9/28/2020  
Gillis Chester I. 92 9/29/2010 Creston IL 9/30/2010  
Gordon Charlotte M. Bantz 95 9/12/2010 Sandwich IL/Deltona FL 9/14/2010 ABN 
Gorenz Ruby Elizabeth Klock 85 10/14/2010 Burlington IL 10/21/2010  
Graf John I. 54 10/17/2010 DeKalb IL 10/20/2010  
Guehler Donald Albert "Doc" 85 9/5/2010 Somonauk IL/Leland IL 9/7/2010 ABN 
Gustafson William B. 79 10/11/2010 Genoa IL 10/14/2010  
Haag Ruth L. Behrmann 96 9/3/2010 Sandwich IL/St Cloud MN 9/5/2010 ABN 
Hage Gene E. 82 8/2/2010 Sandwich IL 8/12/2010 KCR 
Haines Grace Peters 98 10/24/2010 Sycamore IL 10/26/2010  
Hall Cleetus C. O'Connor 87 8/13/2010 Stockton MO/Sandwich IL 8/19/2010 KCR 
Halstead Royce E. 81 10/29/2010 DeKalb IL 10/30/2010  
Hamilton Connie J. 61 10/7/2010 DeKalb IL 10/9/2010  
Hammonds Tim Jr. 35 9/12/2010 Ashton IL 9/14/2010  
Hampel Lucy 'Ceil' Volkening 95 9/21/2010 Burlington IL 9/24/2010  
Heinsz Helen  88 10/31/2010 Sycamore IL 11/2/2010  
Helander Leda M. Vinecore 98 10/2/2010 Toluca 10/5/2010  
Herrmann Emmett Leon 84 11/2/2010 Shabbona IL 11/5/2010  
Hester Alice Faye Shrum 82 8/17/2010 Simpson IL/Sandwich IL 8/19/2010 ABN 
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Hughes Doris M. Bocklund 86 9/22/2010 Lampe MO 9/27/2010  
Hunyard Ruby J. Johnson 90 9/17/2010 DeKalb IL 9/20/2010  
Jansen Frederick Bishop 83 11/8/2010 Roselle IL 11/11/2010  
Jarvi Kayo A. 88 9/12/2010 DeKalb IL 9/16/2010  
Johnson Robert E. 88 10/2/2010 Lee Co, IL/Shabbona IL 10/13/2010 VFP 
Johnson Edna Mae Isham 92 8/28/2010 Sycamore IL 9/1/2010  
Johnson Robert E. 88 10/2/2010 DeKalb IL 10/4/2010  
Jones James Lee 76 9/21/2010 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 9/25/2010 ABN 
Jones  Robert Carl 77 8/27/2010 Sycamore IL 8/30/2010  
Jossendal Antone M. 96 11/3/2010 DeKalb IL 11/4/2010  
Justice Barbara J. Johnson 77 11/4/2010 Sandwich IL 11/7/2010 ABN 
Kalodimos Ruth Blake 83 8/  /2010 Franklin Park IL 8/17/2010  
Kaus Floyd William Jr.  76 10/15/2010 Kaneville IL 10/20/2010  
Kayes James L. Sr. 89 9/16/2010 Sycamore IL 9/18/2010  
Kenaga Helen L. Lidbury 93 10/28/2010 Sycamore IL 11/1/2010  
Kindstrom Glenn F. 82 10/4/2010 Orlando FL 11/5/2010  
Knights Adele M.  [Johnson] 71 10/28/2010 Sandwich IL/Veneta OR 11/11/2010 KCR 
Krickeberg Kerry B. 65 8/26/2010 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 8/28/2010 ABN 
Kucinskas Bruno, Sr. 72 7/17/2010 Lithuania/Sandwich IL 9/7/2010 VFP 
Lamphear Angela F. Lynn 54 10/14/2010 South Beloit IL 10/16/2010  
Lane Betty Lou Voight 85 8/12/2010 Joliet IL 8/19/2010  
Larsen Dorothy J. Houghtby 92 8/19/2010 DeKalb IL 9/13/2010  
Larson Ralph S. 84 10/7/2010 Rockford IL 10/16/2010  
Lauiger Judd Evan 30 9/17/2010 DeKalb IL 9/24/2010  
Lawton Terry A. Storey 59 11/3/2010 Genoa IL 11/6/2010  
Leifheit Martha A. Shafer 90 10/5/2010 DeKalb IL 10/7/2010  
Leonhard Shane 33 10/30/2010 St Charles IL 11/1/2010  
Lindenmayer Joseph R. 78 10/31/2010 Shabbona IL 11/3/2010  
Lindgren Bonnie Jean Erickson 69 8/16/2010 Sycamore IL 8/20/2010  
Lorek Thomas P. 69 8/20/2010 Hinckley IL/DeKalb IL 8/22/2010 ABN 
Loyd Nancy Ruth Haynes 62 8/21/2010 Sycamore IL 8/24/2010  
Lyle Elmer E. 76 8/18/2010 Genoa IL 8/21/2010  
MacPartland Douglas J. 78 8/19/2010 DeKalb IL 8/20/2010  
Magnuson Henry 'Hank' 92 9/4/2010 Kingston IL 9/7/2010  
Martin Pansy A. Grubbs 81 10/28/2010 Sycamore IL 10/30/2010  
Martin  Dorothy P. Schipp 89 10/26/2010 Sycamore IL 10/28/2010  
Martindale Clifton Lee, Sr. 92 8/15/2010 Shabbona IL/Sandwich IL 8/19/2010 KCR 
Martingilio Josephine 90 9/8/2010 DeKalb IL 9/11/2010  
Matekaitis Walter J. 94 9/27/2010 Naperville IL 9/27/2010  
McConeghy Janet Ileeyn Messenger 74 8/29/2010 DeKalb IL 8/31/2010  
McGraw Grace P. Parks 89 10/26/2010 DeKalb IL 10/28/2010  
Medine Patricia Ann Holmes 77 8/20/2010 DeKalb IL 8/24/2010  
Melendez Claudia Jordan 70 10/30/2010 DeKalb IL 11/1/2010  
Meyer Doyle Eugene "Gene" 80 9/28/2010 Maple Park IL 9/30/2010  
Mickelson Kenneth Ray 58 10/11/2010 Waterman IL 10/14/2010  
Miller Donald W.  73 9/5/2010 North Aurora IL 9/9/2010  
Minnihan Joseph L. 83 9/23/2010 Sycamore IL 10/8/2010  
Morgan Virgil 78 9/9/2010 Sycamore IL 9/22/2010  
Mosher Harold F. "Jr. 'Pat' 80 9/18/2010 Denver CO 9/22/2010  
Mozdzien Helen I. Horoszko 86 9/30/2010 DeKalb IL 10/5/2010  
Mullarkey Delight Elshire 82 10/7/2010 Geneva IL 10/9/2010  
Murphy Shirley M. Pepper 79 9/12/2010 Sycamore IL 9/15/2010  
Music Donald M. 83 9/7/2010 DeKalb IL 9/11/2010  
Musich Warren W. 88 8/30/2010 Montgomery IL/Sandwich IL 8/9/2010 KCR 
Myers Joseph W. 41 9/1/2010 Somonauk IL/Aurora IL 9/3/2010 ABN 
Neff Jeryl 54 10/6/2010 Rochelle IL 10/9/2010  
Nehring Ronald E. 87 6/24/2010 Hinckley IL 8/26/2010  
Neitzel Harold A. Jr. 71 8/26/2010 DeKalb IL 9/2/2010  
Nix Joseph E. 81 10/28/2010 Cortland IL 10/29/2010  
Noble Marian Wales 92 10/23/2010 Lafayette LA 10/26/2010  
Noreen Mable L. Norin 'Mibs' 87 11/11/2010 DeKalb IL 11/12/2010  
O'Connell Nancy Marie Beilke 80 10/8/2010 DeKalb/Beaufort SC 10/11/2010  
Oleson Thelma Hanson 92 9/21/2010 Lee IL 9/23/2010  
Oleson Orlo Elmer 84 11/6/2010 Rochelle IL 11/9/2010  
Ormand Gloria Jean Campbell 57 10/19/2010 Sycamore IL 10/23/2010  
O'Steen Marie Goodyear 100 10/11/2010 DeKalb IL 10/13/2010  
Osysko Dennis Edward 64 8/15/2010 Cortland IL 8/17/2010  
Oxnevad Ester Nese 80 9/5/2010 DeKalb IL 9/11/2010  
Pacey Donald R. 80 8/16/2010 Kirkland IL 8/19/2010  
Palmer Thomas W. 56 10/11/2010 DeKalb IL 10/15/2010  
Parham Arthur Robert Jr. 75 10/15/2010 DeKalb IL 10/27/2010  
Parks Frank L. Sr. 59 11/2/2010 Sycamore IL 11/5/2010  
Parnell Michael Paul 39 10/5/2010 Berlin WI 10/12/2010  
Pasquinelli David M. 58 8/18/2010 Pittsburgh PA/Sandwich IL 8/26/2010 KCR 
Patterson Roxanne Glendening 58 9/12/2010 Kirkland IL 9/15/2010  
Peck Janet A. Anderson 80 9/4/2010 Sycamore IL/Aurora IL 9/6/2010 ABN 
Petersen Donald R. 94 10/13/2010 Sycamore IL 10/15/2010  
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Peterson H. Lucille 98 8/28/2010 Edmond OK 9/1/2010  
Pettis Raymond O. 87 10/15/2010 DeKalb IL 10/19/2010  
Pieroni Robert T. 80 6/26/2010 Sycamore IL 8/28/2010  
Pierson Rev. Don F. 83 9/11/2010 DeKalb IL 9/13/2010  
Plowman Daniel J. 30 8/19/2010 Sandwich IL/Sheridan IL 8/24/2010 ABN 
Prince Therese Laplante 84 8/26/2010 Carol Stream IL 8/28/2010  
Prober David  88 10/14/2010 Chicago IL 10/15/2010  
Pruski Adelaide B. Batterham 92 8/5/2010 Somonauk IL/ Sandwich IL 8/17/2010 VFP 
Ptak Robert J. 65 10/23/2010 Sycamore IL 10/26/2010  
Raney Eldon 86 7/31/2010 Millington IL/ Sandwich IL 8/14/2010 VFP 
Rice Jonathon W. 21 11/2/2010 DeKalb IL 11/4/2010  
Richardson Gary Lee 55 9/4/2010 Genoa IL 9/10/2010  
Rickert Lorraine M. Landmeier 85 10/5/2010 Bensonville IL 10/8/2010  
Rogers Francis Eldred 83 8/24/2010 PawPaw IL/ DeKalb IL 8/31/2010 VFP 
Rolf Raymond Kenneth 77 11/11/2010 San Diego CA 11/15/2010  
Romoser Alice R. Randall 94 10/17/2010 DeKalb IL 10/20/2010  
Rorie Leo Dan 78 9/5/2010 Aurora IL 9/9/2010  
Rott Paula C. (Miss) 57 9/4/2010 Sandwich IL/Naperville IL 9/7/2010 ABN 
Ruiz Mary D. Rodriguez 63 10/5/2010 DeKalb IL 10/8/2010  
Russell Bernard H.  87 9/13/2010 Mountain AR 9/18/2010  
Sanders Paul E. Sr. 74 9/3/2010 Genoa IL 9/6/2010  
Schmidt Karen A. Foss 74 8/20/2010 DeKalb IL 8/25/2010  
Schuppner Adeline Hellmuth 82 10/7/2010 Maple Park IL 10/11/2010  
Schwartz Lee H. 49 8/27/2010 DeKalb IL 8/30/2010  
Seija Edward "EJ" 11 9/20/2010 Kirkland IL 9/23/2010  
Selfridge John 83 10/31/2010 Sycamore IL 11/11/2010  
Sheley Betty Schaub 98 9/28/2010 Sycamore IL 9/30/2010  
Simpkins Wendie M. Fancsali 59 11/8/2010 Sheridan IL/Somonauk IL 11/10/2010 ABN 
Smeby Hildegarde Pfizemayer 87 10/2/2010 Sycamore IL 11/6/2010  
Smith Patricia Eilee Gordon Sprowls 70 6/7/2010 Waterman IL/Charleston SC 8/12/2010 KCR 
Smith Robert C. 81 9/19/2010 Sycamore IL 9/22/2010  
Smith Valeria Z. Zelnis 96 11/8/2010 DeKalb IL 11/10/2010  
Snyder James A. 81 9/17/2010 DeKalb IL 9/21/2010  
Snyder Jean M.  79 10/29/2010 Rochelle IL 11/1/2010  
Spidle Marlin R. 86 8/26/2010 Sandwich IL/Neenah WI 8/29/2010 ABN 
Stahl Donald R. 87 9/27/2010 Sandwich IL 9/28/2010  
Steffen Rev. Norman L. 82 9/10/2010 Lawrence KS 9/14/2010  
Sterling Juanita McMillan 78 9/22/2010 Reno NV 10/2/2010  
Stielow Glenn C. 'Cliff' 88 11/10/2010 Houston TX 11/12/2010  
Stivers Mark Alan 60 8/30/2010 Maroa IL 9/4/2010  
Stoll Belva Sorn 77 8/30/2010 DeKalb IL 9/1/2010  
Strub Joanne E. Becker 78 11/4/2010 DeKalb IL 11/5/2010  
Stuhlmann Jennie E. Brown 87 8/11/2010 Genoa IL 8/17/2010  
Suitts Robert Nathan 88 9/9/2010 Genoa IL 9/15/2010  
Szukis Anne B. Sakalauski 94 9/1/2010 DeKalb IL 9/2/2010  
Taylor Alana J. Glenn 59 8/18/2010 Sycamore IL 8/21/2010  
Taylor Elaine W. Willey 90 9/2/2010 Sycamore IL 9/3/2010  
Thompson Charles Thomas, Sr. 90 8/27/2010 PawPaw Twp IL/LaSalle IL 9/7/2010 VFP 
Thompson Tina Sue  50 10/15/2010 Tupelo MS 10/20/2010  
Thorson Marianne  95 11/2/2010 DeKalb IL 11/4/2010  
Thurlby Dorothy M. Peacock 89 8/21/2010 Genoa IL 8/25/2010  
Todd Lora M. McDowell 84 9/13/2010 Somonauk IL 9/14/2010 ABN 
Trott Clara Jean Charles 94 8/26/2010 Logan OH 9/4/2010  
Tseng Chipei P. 89 8/13/2010 DeKalb IL 8/17/2010  
Van Dusen Mary L. Shearer 93 9/12/2010 Kingston IL 9/14/2010  
Viner Vern E. 'Bud' 87 11/5/2010 Sycamore IL 11/13/2010  
Vonderheide Marjorie E. Hotchkiss 88 9/13/2010 DeKalb IL 9/16/2010  
Wakey Gordon E. 78 8/26/2010 New Lenox IL 8/28/2010  
Wall Mary H. Rowe 83 9/11/2010 Creston IL 9/13/2010  
Weeks Mary Jane Kraus 86 11/7/2010 Aurora IL/DeKalb IL 11/9/2010 ABN 
Wesemann Jeanette R. Holtfreter 79 8/14/2010 Hampshire IL 8/17/2010  
Wessel Marilyn S. 81 8/9/2010 Davie FL/Sandwich IL 8/9/2010 VFP 
Wessman Elbert F "Duke" 77 8/11/2010 Chicago IL/Sandwich IL 8/19/2010 KCR 
Whitwell George V. 74 11/7/2010 Sycamore IL 11/9/2010  
Wigton Pamela Batorson 62 10/18/2010 Sandwich IL 10/28/2010 KCR 
Wildenradt Roberta L. Linkous 86 8/27/2020 Sycamore IL 8/30/2010  
Wildt Patricia Carol Dahlberg  8/14/2010 Limestone TN 8/20/2010  
Wilkin Larry R. 64 10/13/2010 Leaf River IL 10/14/2010  
Williams Jeanette Veale 82 9/5/2010 Kirkland IL 9/9/2010  
Willrett Beverly M. McArtor 74 9/2/2010 Malta IL 9/6/2010  
Wilson Stephanie Staley 35 9/18/2010 DeKalb IL 9/22/2010  
Wilson Doris Ellen Lee 91 10/5/2010 Sycamore IL 10/7/2010  
Witkowski Sharon Kay King 60 8/11/2010 Sycamore IL 8/31/2010  
Woodrum Roger Earl 80 9/26/2010 Mocksville NC 9/28/2010  
Yoeckel Ella Elizabeth Senneff 77 10/5/2010 Ash Flat AR 10/20/2010  
Young Timothy James "TJ" 4 mo 8/17/2010 Batavia IL 8/24/2010  
Zollers William D.  48 8/26/2010 Sycamore IL 9/4/2010  
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ALSO 

All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county 

depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are 

also available from: Ron Klein, law office, 2045 Aberdeen 

Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178. Hours: Monday-

Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

 

Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 

Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel    15.00 

The Mark of Chief Shabbona   NEW    6.00 

Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of Farmers  

      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 

Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 

Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 

Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 

1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 

 

CORNSILK QUARTERLY 

Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 

Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  

 Circle those desired: 

 2010/vol. 29: Spring, Summer, Fall 

 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Sumer, Fall, Winter 

 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; — ; Fall; Winter 

 2006/ vol. 25:  Spring; Summer  —; —  

 Others: ____________________________ 

 

NOTECARDS 

Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack   5.00  

 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling    ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk, Chief Shabbona,  

      Notecard pack, for postage/handling  ________ 

 

Grand Total Enclosed $________ 

 

 

MAIL TO 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 

 

Afton 7.00 

Clinton Twp. 8.00 

DeKalb (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 

Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 

Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 

Franklin                      8.00 

Malta  8.00 

Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 

Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 

Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb    16.50 

Paw Paw  8.00 

Pierce  8.00 

Sandwich  8.00 

Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), Sp 2010 edition    27.50 

Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 

Victor            7.00 

 

 

DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    

  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 

Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 

Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 

DeKalb 16.00       19.50             

 Ward 1 City                     10.00 

 Ward 2 City                   10.00 

 Ward 3 City                     10.00 

 Ward 4 City                     10.00 

Franklin   9.00 10.50 

Genoa   9.00 10.50 

Kingston   9.00 10.50 

Malta 10.00 10.50 

Mayfield   9.00   8.50 

Milan   8.00   9.50 

Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 

Pierce   9.00   8.50 

Shabbona 11.00 11.50 

Somonauk 24.00 27.00 

South Grove   8.00   7.50 

Sycamore 22.00 32.00 

Victor   9.00   8.50 

DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 
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DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  

Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail to 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   

 

Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Annual Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $65  ________ 

Lifetime Membership $300  ________ 

Libraries and Organizations: 

   1-yr subscription to Cornsilk $25 ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 
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