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Events of interest  

  around the county . . .  
 
Jan 5 Sycamore History Museum Brown Bag Lunch, 

noon. ñThe Role of the DeKalb County Economic 

and Development Corporation,ò held at Federated 

Church, 612 W. State. Free, donations welcome. 

Jan 15 Kirkland Hist. Society. Program: TBA, 7 pm, Olson 

Chapel, 409 S. Fifth. All welcome! 

Feb 2 Sycamore History Museum Brown Bag Lunch, 

noon. Program: TBA; to be held at Federated 

Church, 612 W. State. Free,  donations welcome. 

Mar 1 Sycamore History Museum Brown Bag Lunch, 

noon. Program: TBA; to be held at Federated 

Church, 612 W. State. Free,  donations welcome. 

Mar 14 DCHGS. Program: TBA, 7 pm, Oak Crest. 

Mar 21 Kish. Valley Heritage Society Brown Bag Lunch, 

noon. Program TBA; free. 

Mar 25 DeKalb Area Womenôs Center Herstorical Tea, 3-5 

p.m. Info: 815-758-1351. 

Apr 11 DCHGS annual dinner meeting. American National 

Bank. Time: TBA. Program to be Civil War topic.  

Apr 14 DCAHSM quarterly meeting, 9:30 am, Regional 

History Center, NIU. Free parking in visitorôs lot. 

Apr 18 Kirkland Hist. Society. Program: TBA, 7 pm, Olson 

Chapel, 409 S. Fifth. All welcome! 

Apr 21 Divas Dish for Glidden Homestead fund raiser at 

Barsema Alumni Center, NIU, 5:30-8:00. Large 

variety of food samplings, silent auction, bake sale. 

Tickets $30; call 815-756-7904. 
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M y first taste of newspapering came at age 16 

when I was hired as high school corre-

spondent for my hometown weekly, The 

Genoa (Illinois) Republican, back in 1956. That 

ÚÈÔÌɯàÌÈÙɯ(ɯÈÓÚÖɯÎÖÛɯÈɯÑÖÉɯÈÚɯÑÈÕÐÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯɁ×ÙÐÕÛÌÙɀÚɯ

ËÌÝÐÓɂɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ×È×ÌÙɯÈÕËɯÚ×ÌÕÛɯÔàɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàÚɯÈÕËɯ

sometimes after school at the newspaper located 

at 501 W. Main 

Street in an his-

toric old hotel 

building that had 

been a stagecoach 

stop on the Galena 

Trail. I had de-

cided by then that 

I wanted to be a 

newspaper jour-

nalist,  so getting a 

head start on 

learning the busi-

ness was an excit-

ing time for this 

teenager. The pa-

per was owned by 

C. Coleman Schoonmaker and Art Geithman 

who were printers and self -taught newspaper 

publishers. 

 

My early reporting experience was covering high 

school sports, writing a history column by poring 

over back bound volumes of the paper and a few 

news stories about school activities. My pay was 

10 cents a column inch, the same as the country 

correspondents received at that time. My back-

shop experience was a real eye-opener and not  

as glamorous as reporting. Each Saturday I had 

to collect the buckets of Linotype slugs and lead 

ÊÈÚÛÐÕÎÚɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÌÒɀÚɯÈËɯÔÈÛÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯ

used in the paper. I carried them to a smelting 

furnace in the basement where I melted them. 

Then I used a big ladle 

to pour the molten lead 

into forms called 

Ɂ×ÐÎÚȮɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌÕɯ

carried back up the 

stairs to stack beside the Linotype. They were 

ÜÚÌËɯÛÖɯÚÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÕÌÚɯÖÍɯÛà×ÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯÞÌÌÒɀÚɯ

paper. I also had to cast lead ads from mats sup-

plied by merchants and an ad mat service, using 

a different caster that also involved molten lead. 

All this was in a basement with only one window 

fan and sweltering heat in the summer. As I think 

back on it, how did I survive all those lead fumes 

and the heat to live this long? 

 

One Saturday I got careless and spilled the ladle 

of lead, splattering some of the molten metal on 

my shoe, which burned all the way through to 

my skin. Needless to say, my yell could be heard 

upstairs as I tore off my shoe and sock. The own-

ers quickly put some ointment on my foot, and I 

was sent home for the day. I had a scar on the top 

of my foot to remind me of that for many years.  

 

I persevered as I learned more about the opera-

tion of a newspaper and job printing. I even got 

to run the hand platen press on simple envelope 

Getting an Early Start on Newspaper Career  
by Barry Schrader 

C. Coleman ñSchooneyò Schoon-
maker, co-owner of the Genoa  
Republican 

The Lee two-revolution flatbed press used at the Genoa 
Republican during my early newspaper days. 

1 
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and stationery jobs and could redistribute type 

into the California job cases, which came in 

handy many years later as I became a hobby 

printer.  

 

I went off to college at 

Northern Illinois Univer-

sity where I earned my 

degree in journalism and 

then became editor of the 

Byron Tribune, Stillman 

Valley News, and Leaf River 

Register, all part of a 

weekly chain owned by 

Jerry Piper and John Van 

Sickle out of Durand near 

Rockford. Then in 1964 I found out the Genoa 

weekly owners wanted to sell and retire. My 

wife, Kay, and I scrounged up a down payment 

and bought the paper and printing business for 

$49,000. They kept the building. 

 

Nothing much had changed in eight years since I 

had first worked there, but I knew a lot more 

about the newspaper business by then. I stopped 

using the Linotype to set type and the Lee two-

revolution flatbed press to print the 1,000 copies 

and had the paper printed by offset at the 

Belvidere Daily Republican  plant.  

 

Kay learned page 

paste-up and how to 

set type on a Friden 

Justowriter. We hired 

a young woman 

named Sharon Kruse 

(now Holmes) to help 

sell ads and another 

woman, Geri Hay-

ward, to help make up 

the paper. Later, oth-

ers who joined us 

were Dolly Bruder, Jackie Bennett, and Jewel 

Latchford. Running the backshop commercial 

×ÙÐÕÛÐÕÎɯÖ×ÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÞÈÚɯ!ÜÙÛÖÕɯɁ Óɂɯ ÓÚÜ×Ȯɯ

ÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÖÞÕÌÙɯɁ2ÊÏÖÖÕÌàɂɯ2ÊÏÖÖÕɪ

maker. The printing business was profitable be-

cause we printed the Leich Electric News edited by 

Eleanor Sprague.  Our local news correspondents 

were Mrs. B.P. Stroberg in Genoa, Win Bradford 

in Kingston, and Fern Worden in Kirkland (also 

editor of the DeKalb County Journal in her town), 

who supplied us with lots of society and personal 

news items each week, all handwritten on note 

paper, as none of them used a typewriter. We 

also employed two high school students, Bill 

Goad and Janis Redpath (Montgomery), from the 

Work Experience Program at G-K High School.  

  

So, at the tender young age of 24 I had become a 

newspaper publisher, a dream come true for a 

small-town boy who wound up owning his 

hometown weekly.  

 

But the dream ended a few years later when I in-

vited a DeKalb-based group to form a corpora-

tion and help start a new paper in Sycamore to 

compete with the floundering True Republican 

and Sycamore Tribune. My corporate partners 

planned to build their own offset printing plant 

and compete head-on with the DeKalb Daily 

Chronicle and at the same time decided they did-

ÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÔÌɯÈÕàÔÖÙÌȭɯ2Öɯ(ɯËÌ×ÈÙÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÛÖÖÒɯÛÏÌɯ

advice of New York newspaper publisher Horace 

&ÙÌÌÓÌàɯÞÏÖɯÈɯÊÌÕÛÜÙàɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÏÈËɯÚÈÐËɯɁÎÖɯÞÌÚÛɯ

àÖÜÕÎɯÔÈÕȮɯÎÖɯÞÌÚÛȭɂ 

 

We ended up first in Southern California where I 

was a copy editor for the metropolitan San Ber-

nardino Sun and a year later moved to Livermore, 

California, to become managing editor of another 

daily, Herald & News. Then three years later I re-

turned to DeKalb County to become editor of the 

Daily Chronicle under a  new ownership, Scripps-

Hagadone Newspapers.  But that is another story 

I can write about another time. ǅ 

Barry as a young news-
paper man, 1964 

Kay Schrader at her manual 
typewriter, 1964 
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A ccording to Portrait & Biographical Album of 

DeKalb County, Illinois, in March 1861, a so-

ciety was formed for the purpose of the advance-

ment of agriculture and mechanics, referred to as 

Ɂ3ÏÌɯ#Ì*ÈÓÉɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯÈÕËɯ,ÌÊÏÈÕÐɪ

ÊÈÓɯ 2ÖÊÐÌÛàȭɂɯɯ (ÛɯÞÈÚɯ ÚÛÈÙÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÑÖÐÕÛɯ ÊÈ×ÐÛÈÓɯ

stock of $2,500.  The first society president was 

Joseph F. Glidden, along with N. Saum, Vice 

President; Joel W. Smull, Secretary; and Harvey 

Thompson, Treasurer. A motion was made to 

×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌɯÈɯ×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ&ÓÐËËÌÕɀÚɯÍÈÙÔɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ×ÜÙɪ

pose of holding annual fairs. This society, accord-

ing to government records, only received state 

aid amounting to $100 annually. The first fair was 

purported to be very successful and the grounds 

were well appointed with several structures.  

 

The 1871 plat book of DeKalb County 

shows a well marked outline of the 

grounds located in the then rural por-

tion of Section 22, DeKalb Township. It 

ÞÈÚɯÕÌÈÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÛÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÛÜÙÌɯɁÊÈÚÛÓÌɂɯ

ɬ Altgeld Hall. According to the De-

partment of Agriculture of the State of 

Illinois in 1871, The DeKalb County 

Agriculture and Mechanical Society 

held its 11th annual fair Tuesday, Sept. 

26 to Friday, Sept. 29. In that year they 

had 3,000 fair exhibit entries and paid 

out $1,250 in prize money, referred to 

as premiums. 

 

The fair officers were: E. Noble, President; Tho-

mas Smith, Vice President; D.C. Needham, Secre-

tary; and James S. Russell, Treasurer. According 

to the DeKalb Chronicle Wednesday, Sept. 27, 

ƕƜƛƕȮɯÛÏÈÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯ/ÙÖÍȭɯ#Ì.ÙÝÐÓÓÌɯ

performing his famous daring rope walking 

feats, mule races, and a Friday horse trot with a 

top prize of $200. 

 

The 12th annual fair,  according to an extensive 

article published a week later on Wednesday, 

Oct. 2, 1872, in the DeKalb Chronicle, listed in 

great detail most if not all the prize -winning 

fruits, vegetables, and livestock of the local area.  

It also included many unusual entries such as 

best cook stove and windmill.  There also were 

many other exhibits offered for the entertainment 

of visitors, including farm machinery, a balloon 

ascension, imported geese from I.L. Ellwood, and 

the music of the DeKalb Silver Cornet Band.   

 

The 13th annual DeKalb fair in 1873 offered an 

e x h i b i t  o f 

barbed fencing, 

which would 

spark a virtual 

flood of patent 

ideas. Unfortu-

nately, this year 

is missing from 

The DeKalb County Agricultural  

and Mechanical Society  
by Jeff J. Marshall 

The Henry Rose  
farmstead as it looked 
in 2010. A historical                              
plaque placed by the 
DeKalb County  
Historical Society and 
the DeKalb County 
Board in 1976 stands 
in the front yard. 
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the DeKalb Chronicle collection of the Haish Public 

Library (DeKalb Public).  This exhibit showcased a 

patent recently secured by Henry Martin Rose, of 

Waterman Station, Illinois (now known as Water-

man). Mr. Rose applied for his patent on Dec. 31, 

1872, and was then granted Patent #138,763 on 

May 13, 1873. 

 

1ÖÚÌɀÚɯ×ÈÛÌÕÛɯÞÈÚɯÈÊÛÜÈÓÓàɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÈÕɯÈÛÛÈÊÏÔÌÕÛɯ

ÛÖɯÈɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÚÔÖÖÛÏ-wire fence than the 

ÔÖÙÌɯÙÌÊÖÎÕÐáÈÉÓÌɯÉÈÙÉÌËɯÞÐÙÌȭɯɯ1ÖÚÌɀÚɯ×ÈÛÌÕÛɯËÌɪ

ÚÊÙÐÉÌÚɯÈɯÚÛÙÐ×ɯÖÍɯÞÖÖËɯƕȭƔɂɯßɯƕȭƔɂɯÚØÜÈÙÌɯßɯƕƚȭƔɀɯ

ÓÖÕÎɯ ÚÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ƖȭƔɂɯ ÞÐÙÌɯ ÉÈÙÉÚɯ Ú×ÈÊÌËɯ ƜȭƔɂɯ

apart and on each side of the strip.  

 

This wood strip armed with sharp barbs was then 

to be secured either by nailing the wood strip to 

the fence posts or hung from a smooth-wire fence.   

 

As the story goes, Isaac Ellwood, Joseph Glidden, 

and Jacob Haish all happened to take time to visit 

1ÖÚÌɀÚɯÌßÏÐÉÐÛȭɯɯ$ÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÙÌÌɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÖɯ

independently ponder a better or more practical 

solution to fencing.  It seems likely Rose did not 

realize immediately just how far -reaching an im-

pact his fair exhibit would make.  

 

The grounds where Joseph Glidden, Jacob Haish, 

and Isaac Ellwood first saw Henry Rose's idea for 

fencing developed and were host to many events 

after the 1870s.        

 

According to  Past and Present of DeKalb County, Ɂȱ

occurred the tragic death of Michael McMann. He 

was assisting Professor Donnelson, who was mak-

ing a balloon ascension. The balloon was inflated 

and the order given to let go, when in some way 

McMann was caught by the rope and drawn up by 

the leg. The onlookers were fascinated as well as 

horrified by the sight; when up many hundred 

feet, by what seemed an almost wonderful act, he 

pulled himself up to the basket, but only for a mo-

ment, when his hold relaxed and he came down to 

A 4-foot sample of Henry Roseôs fence attachment is on 
display at the Ellwood House museum, DeKalb.   

A bicycle race at the fairgrounds on August 4, 1894, draws a 
crowd. This photo is looking east with the Kishwaukee River 
in the distance. Notice the building located center left with 
tower on top (possibly a bell tower).  Photo courtesy Joiner 

History Room. 

Another photo of the bicycle race at the 1894 fair, looking 
northeast, shows the wooden fairgrounds stockade in the 
distance and scattered trees along the Kishwaukee River.  
Note that ground was not broken for Northern Illinois State 
Normal School until October 1, 1895.  Photo courtesy Joiner 

History Room. 
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the ground, making several revolutions in this de-

scent and striking on his head and shoulders. Al-

ÔÖÚÛɯÌÝÌÙàɯÉÖÕÌɯÐÕɯÏÐÚɯÉÖËàɯÞÈÚɯÉÙÖÒÌÕȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÌßɪ

act date of this accident is not known. 

 

There were two other fairs held independently in 

DeKalb County in the late 1800s, including one lo-

cated in Sycamore and the most famous fair in the 

county, the Sandwich Fair.  Each of these three in-

dependent fairs had their ups and downs in devel-

opment and were disbanded and then re-organized 

many times.    

 

However, at some point in the late 1800s it was de-

termined the county could not sustain three fairs 

and only one remains, the Sandwich Fair.  All of 

the property of the once DeKalb Fair has been used 

for the development of Northern Illinois Univer-

sity. 

 

The fairgrounds included a track, which was host 

to several bicycle, as well as horse races. In the 

DeKalb Chronicle, Saturday, Aug. 11, 1894, it listed 

ÛÏÌɯÞÐÕÕÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàɀÚɯÙÈÊÌÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

fairgrounds.  It included, among many other 

events, a half-mile bicycle race, five-mile bicycle 

race, several horse races, and a baseball game be-

tween DeKalb and Sycamore teams.  

  

In the 1890s, bicycle racing was a formidable rival 

to horse racing, according to the DeKalb Chronicle.  

One can find prominent advertisements for bicy-

cles in the newspapers of the 1890s including 

Ɂ&ÈÙÕÌÙɯȫɯ2ÖÕÚɂɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯɁ&ÓÐËËÌÕɯ'ÖÜÚÌɂɯ

hotel block in downtown DeKalb.  

 

Ground was broken on October 1, 1895 for the con-

struction of Northern Illinois State Normal School.  

Many of the accompanying photos show the school 

during construction with the fairgrounds in the 

foreground. The school was completed in 1899.  

The city of DeKalb held a special opening ceremo-
(Continued on page 6) 

This photo c.  late 1890s shows the Kishwaukee River in 
foreground, fairgrounds in the middle, and looking west/
northwest toward Altgeld Hall. Notice the large barn in dis-
tance, which is probably a farmstead located near the inter-
section of Annie Glidden Road and Lucinda Avenue.  Photo 

courtesy Joiner History Room 

This picture taken sometime between 1895 and1899, looking 
west, shows a group of men target shooting on the fair-
grounds.  A clear view of the east side of Altgeld Hall ap-
pears on the right.  Photo courtesy Joiner History Room 

The first athletic field with Altgeld Hall in background, 1900.  
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ÕÐÈÓɯÌÝÌÕÛɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁ3ÏÌɯ3ÏÙÌÌɯ"ÙÐÔÚÖÕɯ#ÈàÚɂɯÖÕɯ

September 21-23.  This was about the same time 

the fair had been held as previously mentioned. 

 

The lower right photo on the previous page 

ÚÏÖÞÚɯÈÕɯÌÈÙÓàɯÐÔÈÎÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÓÓÌÎÌɀÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÈÛÏÓÌÛÐÊɯ

field where the fairgrounds once were.  The 

photo is taken from about where the south park-

ÐÕÎɯÓÖÛɯÍÖÙɯ-(4ɀÚɯ,ÜÚÐÊɯ!ÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËȭɯ

Based on this image, most, if not all, of the fair-

ÎÙÖÜÕËÚɀɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎÚɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÙÌÔÖÝÌËɯÉàɯƕƝƔƔȭɯ

%ÖÙɯÔÈÕàɯàÌÈÙÚȮɯɁ&ÓÐËËÌÕɀÚɯÍÐÌÓËɂɯÞÈÚɯÈÕɯÈÛÏÓÌÛÐÊɯ

field used by student athletes just east of Altgeld.  

-ÖÛÌɯÛÏÌɯɁ-Öɯ2ÏÖÖÛÐÕÎɯÖÕɯ&ÙÖÜÕËÚɂɯÚÐÎÕɯ×ÖÚÛÌËɯ

ÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÙÌÌȭɯ&ÓÐËËÌÕɀÚɯ%ÐÌÓËɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÚÐÛÌɯÖÍɯ-(4ɯ

track and field events, as well as football games. 

Huskie Stadium was constructed in 1965.  Today, 

the original fairgrounds are hard to imagine with 

all the modern structures that have been con-

structed at NIU.  However, it is still possible to 

situate yourself in the same vantage points as 

some of the early images featured throughout 

this article. ǅ 

 
Sources: 

Portrait & Biographical Album of DeKalb County,   

    Illinois, Chapman Brothers 1885 p793 

Past & Present of DeKalb County, Gross 1907 p150 

Joiner History Room - Sycamore, Illinois 

Castle On A Hill: Glen Gildermeister 2005 

Ivan Williams, interviewed November, 23, 2010  

(Agriculture continued from page 5) 

Book project spawns support 

group for Wally  
 

M ister Pumpkin Wally Thurow has been 

working on his autobiography in recent 

months but has been looking for a ghost writer to 

finish the text, editing, and final layout. He also 

needs financing and is willing to donate the prof-

its to create a scholarship fund at Sycamore High 

School. 

 

Two Sycamore History Museum 

members, Tom Oestreicher and 

Barry Schrader, stepped forward to 

help Wally write and edit his book 

before the next Pumpkin Festival. 

They have formed a committee 

headed by Jerry Smith and Schrader 

and are soliciting $50 donations for 

membership in an "exclusive" Mister 

Pumpkin's  Carvers Club, which is 

expected to raise the needed amount 

to finish and publish the book by fall 

2012. People donating $50 through a 

501 (c) (3) nonprofit group will get Wally's auto-

graph at a private reception and photo op with 

Wally.  

 

The new group, Mister Pumpkin's Carvers Club , 

will also be conducting a raffle drawing for mem-

bers in early January. Details on the prizes will be 

announced later, but will include an overnight 

stay and four-course dinner at a local historic 

landmark, chance to stay overnight in a 19th cen-

tury log cabin with meals prepared by a Boy 

Scout troop, an airplane ride over DeKalb 

County, and an oral history of a fam-

ily member of choice, which includes 

the videotaping and DVD disk, 

among several other prizes. 

       

Checks can be made payable to the 

DeKalb County Community Founda-

tion and mailed to Wally's Book Pro-

ject, P.O. Box 851, DeKalb, IL 60115. 

Questions may be directed to Barry 

Schrader at:  

barry815@sbcglobal.net  

or 815-758-5424 

6 



Cornsilk            

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                            winter 2011, vol. 30 no. 4 

7 

 

I  know I should devote this space in Cornsilk to 

history stories of DeKalb County. However, 

the passing of each patriotic 

holiday and a Japanese bullet 

still lodged in my right knee, 

overpower me, and urges me 

to write of a more noted his-

tory, one which produced a 

huge memorial --the U.S. Ma-

rine Corps War Memorial --

adjacent to Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery in Washing-

ton, DC in 1954, and a me-

morial postage stamp to the 

U.S. postal service. 

 

In 1945, 865 ships assembled for the invasion of 

Iwo Jima. This was the largest armada ever as-

sembled in the Pacific, and among other items 

contained the third, fourth, and fifth Marine divi-

sions. The strategy called for capturing Iwo Jima 

in three days and then going on to attack Oki-

nawa. Unfortunately our leaders failed to consult 

the Japanese on this timetable. We landed on Feb-

ruary 19. The last large battle was fought at Iwo 

on the night of March 26. 

 

3ÏÌɯÛÙÈÕÚÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ(ÞÖɯ)ÐÔÈɯÐÚɯɁ2ÜÓ×ÏÜÙɯ(ÚÓÈÕËȭɂɯ

The island is a volcanic island still growing out of 

the ocean. The beach where I landed is now 45 

feet above the water. Japanese residents on Iwo 

before the war recovered and marketed sulphur. 

Hence the name. 

 

If you saw the movie Sands of Iwo Jima, with John 

Wayne as star, you might have an idea of the ter-

rain. The island was covered with soft volcanic 

rock in which Japanese, with slave Korean labor, 

had constructed hundreds of caves. Black vol-

canic ashɭthe sandɭcovered the remainder. 

This made it impossible to dig a fox hole --only a 

saucer-shaped depression, while the sand 

clogged your weapon. 

 

Since this was supposed to be a minor operation, 

only the fourth and fifth divisions went ashore. 

Casualties soon mounted. At one time, 400-500 

bodies were stacked up, awaiting burial. Empty 

wooden crates from the rocket and mortar am-

munition were being turned into grave markers 

by electric table saws powered by a gasoline gen-

erator. 

 

Meanwhile, casualties had reduced some of the 

200-man companies to six or seven men led by a 

private first class. The third division was brought 

ashore. 

 

As cemeteries grew, Marines, during a lull in the 

fighting, would use their knives to carve a monu-

ment from the soft volcanic rock to place on the 

grave of a dead buddy. Many of these carvers 

would soon join their buddy in that black ash 

cemetery. 

(Continued on page 10) 

 

Ɂ2ÖÜÝÌÕÐÙÚɂɯÖÍɯ(ÞÖɯ)ÐÔÈɯ 
By Ivan E. Prall 

A few of the monuments carved out of the soft  
volcanic rock on Iwo Jima by Marines for their dead 
buddies.   

http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/p/ArlingCemetery.htm
http://dc.about.com/od/monuments/p/ArlingCemetery.htm
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W as your ancestor among the 14.6% of 

Americans who were unemployed in 

ƕƝƘƔȳɯ#ÐËɯÍÈÔÐÓàɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÞÖÙÒɯÖÕɯɁ-ÌÞɯ#ÌÈÓɂɯ

programs like the Works Progress Administra-

tion (WPA), the Civilian Conservation Corps 

(CCC), or the National Youth Administration 

(NYA) in March of 1940? What was his or her in-

come for the year ending December 31, 1939, as 

the United States was emerging from the Great 

Depression? Where did the family live in 1940? In 

1935? These are just a few of the questions that 

may be answered when the 1940 census is re-

leased by the National Archives in April 2012. 

+ÌÛɀÚɯÛÈÒÌɯÈɯ×ÌÌÒɯÈÛɯÚÖÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÖËÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÙÌɯ

in store for us. 

 

Who? 

6ÏÖɯÞÈÚɯÌÕÜÔÌÙÈÛÌËȳɯ$ÝÌÙàÖÕÌɯɁÞÏÖÚÌɯÜÚÜÈÓɯ

place of residence on April 1, 1940 was in this 

ÏÖÜÚÌÏÖÓËɂɯÞÈÚɯÕÈÔÌËȮɯÈÓÖÕÎɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕɪ

ship to the head of the household. Persons absent 

at the time of the census were noted with the ab-

ÉÙÌÝÐÈÛÐÖÕɯɁ ÉɂɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÔÌȭ 

6ÌɀÓÓɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÛÏÌɯÜÚÜÈÓɯËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÌÈÊÏɯÐÕËÐÝÐËɪ

ualɭname, gender, age and place of birth, and 

marital status. For the first time, the 1940 enu-

meration also asked for the highest grade of 

school completed, as well as whether that indi-

vidual had attended a school or college that year. 

 

One neat thing about this census is that it noted 

who supplied the information to the census taker. 

In column seven, the informant was indicated by 

an x with a circle around it. If the census taker 

had to turn to a neighbor for information, the 

name of the neighbor was to be noted in the left 

margin. This will be helpful when it comes to 

weighing conflicting pieces of information.  

 

6ÏÐÓÌɯ (ɀÔɯ ËÐÚÈ××ÖÐÕÛÌËɯ ÛÏÈÛɯ ÛÏÐÚɯ ÌÕÜÔÌÙÈÛÐÖÕɯ

ËÐËÕɀÛɯÈÚÒɯÍÖÙɯÐÔÔÐÎÙÈÛÐÖÕɯËÈÛÌÚɯȹÈÚɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÌÝÐÖÜÚɯ

four censuses did), it did ask about citizenship of 

ÛÏÌɯÍÖÙÌÐÎÕɯÉÖÙÕȭɯ3ÏÌɯÜÚÜÈÓɯɁ-ÈɂɯÈÉÉÙÌÝÐÈÛÐÖÕɯ

ÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÕÈÛÜÙÈÓÐáÌËȭɯɁ/Èɂɯ

meant they had begun the naturalization process 

ÉàɯÍÐÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯɁÍÐÙÚÛɯ×È×ÌÙÚɂɯÉÜÛɯÏÈËɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÔɪ

×ÓÌÛÌËɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÊÌÚÚȭɯɁ ÓɂɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÈÕÕÖÛÈÛÐÖÕɯÍÖÙɯ

aliens not naturalized, and this census added 

Ɂ Ôɯ"ÐÛɂɯÍÖÙɯ ÔÌÙÐÊÈÕɯÊÐÛÐáÌÕÚɯÞÏÖɯÞÌÙÌɯÉÖÙÕɯÈÛɯ

sea or abroad. Since, with the exception of the 

American citizen denotation, these abbreviations 

were used in previous censuses going back to 

1900, locating your ancestor in earlier enumera-

tions may help you zero in on when and where 

your ancestor was naturalized. 

 

Where and When? 

Knowing where and when your ancestors lived 

in a particular place is a key that can open the 

door to other records they left behind. The 1940 

census not only reveals where your family was 

living on the census date of 1 April 1940, it also 

asked where they were residing 1 April 1935 (city 

or town, county, and state or Territory or foreign 

country). With many people on the move search-

ing for employment opportunities or escaping 

the Dust Bowl during those years, you may find 

some unexpected migration details in these 

fields. With so many farmers suffering through 

the droughts and dust storms, the census also 

asked whether either residence was on a farm. 

 

For 1940, the street address was included as well 

as whether the residents owned the home or 

rented, and the value of the home or monthly 

rentɭall interesting tidbits for your family story. 

The street address is also worth noting as it can 

help you identify your ancestor in other records 

created around that time that also include an ad-

dress. Look for churches, cemeteries, and other 

The 1940 Census: A Peek Inside  
By Juliana Smith  
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places in the area where your ancestor may have 

left a trail of records. 

 

What Did They Do?  

With so many people unemployed during the 

1930s and the implementation of the various em-

×ÓÖàÔÌÕÛɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁ-ÌÞɯ#ÌÈÓȮɂɯÛÏÌɯÎÖÝɪ

ÌÙÕÔÌÕÛɯÞÈÕÛÌËɯÛÖɯÓÌÈÙÕɯÔÖÙÌɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯ

workforce. The 1940 census asked thirteen ques-

tions relating to employment for persons aged 

fourteen and older. It asked about employment 

status in the private sector as well as through the 

WPA, CCC, or NYA during the week prior to the 

census, and the number of hours worked that 

same week. 

 

For those unemployed or working on public 

emergency work projects, it asked the number of 

weeks they had been unemployed up to 30 

March 1940. While this number was recorded in 

weeks, you may run across cases where the un-

employment duration could have been measured 

in years. 

 

It asked for the present occupation and industry 

for each worker, whether employed or unem-

ployed, and for those just attempting to enter the 

ÞÖÙÒɯÍÖÙÊÌȮɯɁ-ÌÞɯÞÖÙÒÌÙɂɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛÌËȭɯ6ÈÎÌÚɯÖÙɯ

salary and additional income were also recorded 

for the year ending 31 December 1939. This very 

personal detail will be interesting to see, particu-

larly in light of the times. Compare the rent or 

home value from column five to their income for 

even more insights. 

 

Lucky Lines 14 and 29 

Fifteen supplemental questions were asked of 

two individuals on each page, offering us a 

chance to win a mini -genealogical lotto of sorts. 

The individuals on lines fourteen and twenty -

nine were asked for the places of birth of both 

parents and the language spoken in their home 

ɁÐÕɯÌÈÙÓÐÌÚÛɯÊÏÐÓËÏÖÖËȭɂɯ3ÏÐÚɯÊÈÕɯÉÌɯÈɯÊÓÜÌɯÈÚɯÛÖɯ

ethnic background in places where the borders 

changed frequently. Take the above sampling 

from the 1930 census of Cleveland, Cuyahoga 

Co., Ohio, where five people list Czechoslovakia 

as their place of birth, but list three different lan-

ÎÜÈÎÌÚɯÈÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯɁÔÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÖÕÎÜÌȭɂ 

 

Columns thirty -nine through forty -one asked if 

the person on that line was a veteran, wife, 

widow, or under -eighteen-year-old child of a vet-

eran, the war or military service, and if a child, 

whether the veteran father was dead. 

 

Following the implementation of Social Security 

and the Railroad Retirement System in the 1930s, 

the supplemental questions also asked whether 

deductions had been made from his or her salary 

for Federal Old Age Retirement Insurance or 

Railroad Retirement. Similar to the questions in 

columns twenty -eight and twenty -nine regarding 

ÛÏÌɯÐÕËÐÝÐËÜÈÓɀÚɯɁ×ÙÌÚÌÕÛɂɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÜ×ɪ

×ÓÌÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ ØÜÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯ ÈÚÒÌËɯ ÈÉÖÜÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ×ÌÙÚÖÕɀÚɯ

ɁÜÚÜÈÓɂɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÙɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙàȭɯ3ÏÐÚɯÔÈàɯÖÙɯÔÈàɯ

not be the same, since during the hard times of 

the Great Depression, many people switched pro-

fessions or settled for a more menial job just to 

get by. 

 

The final questions on the supplemental portion 

of the form asked about women who are or have 

been married. They wanted to know whether the 
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County Historic Records  

to Go Online  
 

County Clerk John Acardo has announced that the 

#Ì*ÈÓÉɯ "ÖÜÕÛàɯ "ÓÌÙÒɯ ȫɯ 1ÌÊÖÙËÌÙɀÚɯ .ÍÍÐÊÌɯ ÞÐÓÓɯ

soon be providing all historic genealogical records 

in an online format.   The office has contracted with 

a company that has partnered with Ancestry.com 

ÛÖɯ ËÙÐÝÌɯ ÛÙÈÍÍÐÊɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɀÚɯ ÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯ ÛÖɯ

search for the digital records of all historic birth, 

marriage, and death certificates.  This service is not 

only beneficial to residents, but to all who share a 

common history with DeKalb County.  

 

The new website is currently under construction, 

along with digitization of the 110,000 vital records 

of the county. It is the goal of Acardo to provide a 

ÍÖÙÔÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÐÓÓɯÓÐÕÒɯÔÜÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯ

together.   

 

Within the site, historical societies in the county 

will be highlighted with a brief synopsis of their 

mission, work, and history as well as a link to each 

ÖÙÎÈÕÐáÈÛÐÖÕɀÚɯÌßÛÌÙÕÈÓɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÖÙɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯÐÕÍÖÙÔÈɪ

tion, as they have provided.  

 

3ÏÌɯÊÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÞÌÉÚÐÛÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÕÖÛɯÚÛÖ×ɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÐÕÎɯÈÛɯ

the culmination of its launch.   Acardo hopes to 

continue to connect residents to their past, remem-

bering what makes this county so great ɭɬ  its 

residents. ǅ 

10

woman had been married more than once and 

her age at first marriage. These answers can clue 

you in to previous marriages and lead to a mar-

riage record. It also asked for the number of chil-

dren born to that woman, possibly alerting you 

to the possibility of a previously unknown child 

or children who died young. Their birth and 

death records can include clues that might not be 

on the records of other siblings. 

 

Hoping the  months  pass swi f t ly  

ÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɀÝÌɯËÌÓÝÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÐÚɯÊÌÕÚÜÚȮɯ(ɀÔɯÔÖÙÌɯ

excited than ever about its impending release. 

These details when paired with what we know 

from previous censuses and other records are go-

ing to help us to gain a much clearer picture of 

our families during this difficult, but fascinating 

ÛÐÔÌɯ ÐÕɯ ÏÐÚÛÖÙàȭɯ (ɀÔɯ ÊÖÜÕÛÐÕÎɯ ÛÏÌɯ ËÈàÚȭɯ 'ÖÞɯ

about you? ǅ 

 

[Note: On 17 August 2011, Ancestry.com announced 

that when it  becomes available on Ancestry.com, both 

the index and images will be free through 2013.] 

(Taken from Ancestry.com, Learning Center-Article Page, 

02 September 2011 ) 

(Census continued from page 9) 

 

Since these cemeteries were only a little over a 

mile from the front line, they would arrange to 

ÎÌÛɯ ÛÏÌÐÙɯ ÏÖÔÌÔÈËÌɯ ÔÈÙÒÌÙɯ ÛÖɯ ÛÏÌÐÙɯ ÉÜËËàɀÚɯ

grave. The final casualty count from all branches 

of the service for capturing Iwo Jima was 28,686. 

Iwo Jima is considered one of the bloodiest bat-

tles of World War II, but helped bring an end to 

the war. ǅ 

(Iwo Jima continued from page 7) 

Part of the 5
th
 Marine cemetery. The extinct volcano 

in the background is Suribachi, where the famous 
flag raising took place on February 23, 1945. 
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Afton Center Union Church 
By Marcia Wilson  

 

Ɂ(ÕÛÌÕÚÌÓàɯ ÐÕÚ×ÐÙÐÕÎȮɂɯ ɁÐÔ×ÙÌÚÚÐÝÌɯ ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȮɂɯ

ɁÚ×ÓÌÕËÐËɯ×ÙÖÎÙÈÔɂɯÈÓÓɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌËɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯ

little church at Afton Center in the early 1900s. 

 

What was known as the Advent Christian 

Church and the Afton Center Union Church was 

built in 1867 mainly through the efforts and fund-

ing of William Watson. Although it was an Ad-

vent denomination, since it was the only church 

in the township, it 

was attended by peo-

ple of many faiths. 

The church, located 

on the west side of 

what is now Water-

man Road less than a 

half mile south of 

Perry Road, estab-

lished a cemetery 

nearby. The church 

ÞÈÚɯ Èɯ ɁÜÕÐÛɯ ÐÕɯ ÛÏÌɯ

spirit of progressive-

ÕÌÚÚɂɯ ÈÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ Èɯ

DeKalb Daily Chronicle account on October 23, 

1915. 

 

The 1876 Voters and Taxpayers, DeKalb Co., listed 

members of the congregation as: John Amos, Wil-

liam Armlin, A.C. Beard, Harrison Burt, M. Chaf-

fee, Elijah Curtis, E.J. Farmer, N. Givins, Wallace 

Hatch, H. Kingsley, Charles Low, John, Asa, and 

Daniel McDole, Edwin Mosher, Orson and 

Charles Pearl, Thomas Purcell, H.P. Robbins, 

Rexford Simpson, R. Sturtevant, William Waters, 

and James White. 

 

Ɂ$ÓÈÉÖÙÈÛÌɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌÔÌÕÛÚɂɯÐÕɯƕƝƕƙɯÐÕÊÓÜËÌËɯÔÈÒɪ

ing the structure more comfortable, repapering, 

and decorating, paid for with a $100 donation 

from Mrs. Lincoln Watson.  

 

The August 23, 1917, DeKalb Daily Chronicle gives 

the impression that the church had a talented 

choir and orchestra. It reported that the Afton 

church choir, under 

the direction of Mrs. 

C.B. Watson, sang at 

the Kaneville M.E. 

Church and the or-

chestra rendered two 

ÚÌÓÌÊÛÐÖÕÚɯ ɁÔÜÊÏɯ ÛÖɯ

the delight of the 

*ÈÕÌÝÐÓÓÌɯ ×ÌÖ×ÓÌȭɂɯ  ɯ

beautiful duet was 

sung by Misses Thora 

and Lydia Lindberg.  

 

Like many rural 

schools and churches 

of the time, the church was a social as well as reli-

gious center for the neighboring community. The 

 ÍÛÖÕɯ"ÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɯ"ÓÜÉɯÈÕËɯ ÍÛÖÕɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯ+ÈËÐÌÚɀɯ

Aid are examples of organizations that met regu-

larly at the church.  

 

Tickets were in demand for the annual Redpath 

lyceum course in 1915. In September 1917, a Rally 

The Church History Series  
 

This is an occasional series containing histories of the dozens of churches throughout DeKalb 

County. The editor welcomes articles for this column. If you know of a church that could be 

featured, send a 2- to 3-page history of the church with photos to the editor.  
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Sycamore Antiques to Carry DCHGS Publications  

DCHGS has a new retail outlet in Sycamore. Some of the Society's books and pamphlets will now be sold 

at Sycamore Antiques, 320 W. State Street in Sycamore. The owners, Jim and Ann Tucker, agreed to han-

dle the Society's publications by carrying them at the store. If you find they are out of a particular publi-

cation, call Barry Schrader at 815-758-5424 so he can restock the supply. Store hours are Wednesday, 

Thursday, and Saturdays 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and Fridays 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. ǅ 

Day at the church added 14 new members, and 

four infants were baptized, supporting the DeKalb 

Daily Chronicle ÊÓÈÐÔɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÈɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÖÕɯ

almost any occasion is an inspiration to anyone 

ÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÖÙÒȭɂ 

 

A notice of urgency posted in the DeKalb Daily 

Chronicle on September 26, 1919, in retrospect 

ÛÖÓËɯÖÍɯÜÕÍÖÙÛÜÕÈÛÌɯÌÝÌÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÊÖÔÌȯɯɁ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯ

the Afton Center church are requested to be pre-

ÚÌÕÛɯÈÛɯÈɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯȱɯÛÏÐÚɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯÈÍÛÌÙÕÖÖÕɯÈÛɯ

ÛÏÙÌÌɯÖɀÊÓÖÊÒȭɯ ÓÓɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÈÙÌɯÜÙÎÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÐÕɯÈÛɪ

ÛÌÕËÈÕÊÌȭɂɯɯ!àɯ)ÈÕÜÈÙàɯÖÍɯƕƝƖƔɯɁÈÍÛÌÙɯÈɯÚÜÊÊÌÚÚÍÜÓɯ

existence for a number of years, the church was 

unable to maintain itself and has been closed for 

ÚÖÔÌɯÛÐÔÌȭɂɯ.Õɯ3ÜÌÚËÈàȮɯ%ÌÉÙÜÈÙàɯƗȮɯƕƝƖƔȮɯÈÛɯ

1:00 p.m., the church was auction off. It was pur-

chased by Lewis Larson for $360 and was eventu-

ally torn down. Bernie Lyons bought the horse 

sheds for $245. 

 

Afton has been a township without a church 

since Afton Center Union church closed. ǅ 

Regional History Center at NIU  

presents  

The evolution of advertising 

in northern Illinois commerce 

View at  

http://libguides.niu.edu/buylocal  

(Afton continued from page 11) Legal Holidays 1921 

 ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ2ÈÈÓÍÐÌÓËɀÚɯ#ÐÈÙàɯ 
 
)ÈÕȭɯƕȮɯ-ÌÞɯ8ÌÈÙɀÚɯ#Èàȯɯ(ÕɯÈÓÓɯÚÛÈÛÌÚɯÌßÊÌ×Ûɯ, Ȯɯ,2Ȯɯ

NH  

Jan. 8, Anniv. of Battle of New Orleans: LA  

)ÈÕȭɯƕƝȮɯ+ÌÌɀÚɯ!ÐÙÛÏËÈàȯɯ%+Ȯɯ& Ȯɯ-"Ȯɯ2"Ȯɯ5 ȭȮɯ +Ȯɯ,2 

%ÌÉȭɯƕƖȮɯ+ÐÕÊÖÓÕɀÚɯ!ÐÙÛÏËÈàȯɯ"-Ȯɯ(+Ȯɯ,-Ȯɯ-)Ȯɯ-8Ȯɯ-#Ȯɯ

PA, WA, WY  

Feb. (3rd Tues.), Spring Election Day: PA  

%ÌÉȭɯƖƖȮɯ6ÈÚÏÐÕÎÛÖÕɀÚɯ!ÐÙÛÏËÈàȯɯÈÓÓɯÚÛÈÛÌÚ 

Mar. 2, Anniv. of Texan Independence: TX  

 ×ÙȭɯƕƝȮɯ/ÈÛÙÐÖÛÚɀɯ#Èàȯɯ,  

Apr. 21, Anniv. of Battle of San Jacinto: TX  

Apr. 26, Confederate Memorial Day: AL, FL, GA, MS  

May 10, Confederate Memorial Day: NC, SC  

May (2nd Fri.), Confederate Day: TN  

May 20, Anniv. of Signing of the Meeklenburg Decla-

ration of Independence: NC  

May 30, Decoration Day: All states except AL, FL, GA, 

ID, LA, MS, NC, SC, TX  

)ÜÕÌɯƗȮɯ)ÌÍÍÌÙÚÖÕɯ#ÈÝÐÚɀɯ!ÐÙÛÏËÈàȯɯ%+Ȯɯ& Ȯɯ,2Ȯɯ + 

July 4, Independence Day: all states  

)ÜÓàɯƖƘȮɯ/ÐÖÕÌÌÙÚɀɯ#Èàȯɯ43 

Aug. 16, Bennington Battle Day: VT  

Sept. (1st Mon.), Labor Day: all states except AZ, NV  

Sept. 9, Admission Day: CA  

Oct. 12, Columbus Day: CA, NY  

-ÖÝȭɯƕȮɯ ÓÓɯ2ÈÐÕÛÚɀɯ#Èàȯɯ+  

Nov. 11, Armistice signed. ȹÈËËɀÓɯÐÕÍÖɯÕÖÛɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌȺ 

Nov., General Election Day: AZ, CA, CO, ID, IN, IA, 

KS, KY, LA, MD, MN, MO, MT, NV, NH, NJ, NY, 

ND, OH, OK, OR, PA, RI, SC, SD, TN, TX, WV, 

WA, WI, WY  

Nov., Thanksgiving: all states  

Dec. 25, Christmas Day: all states 
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In February of 1977 a few mem-

bers of the Genoa community 

met at Chamberlain Park to or-

ganize a local historical soci-

ety.  Robert Hoover had been 

collecting artifacts from the 

gone-by-era for years and stored 

them in anyoneôs basement, 

barn, storage shed, and home 

that would allow the past to be 

housed.   

 

Negotiations began with Chi-

cago Milwaukee Railroad for 

the depot on Sycamore Street 

under the threat of its scheduled 

demolition. The Waterworks 

Park owned by the city was the 

destination for the depot and in 

May of 1977 the move took 

place.  A basement/foundation 

was ready and the building was 

placed and readied for the public 

to see and hear about the history 

of Genoa and surrounding area. 

 

The Waterworks building on the 

site was renovated and artifacts 

were collected from their tem-

porary storage and dis-

played.  By 1983 

a caboose built 

in the 1950s was 

purchased from 

Illinois Central 

Railroad and 

moved twelve 

blocks down 

Genoaôs Main 

Street on April 

27, 1985.  It took 

five hours to 

move the 25-ton 

railroad car. 

 

Since the begin-

ning, many vol-

unteers have put in numerous 

hours at the Museum to keep it 

going strong with displays of 

model railroad cars, genealogy 

of local families, farm equip-

ment, blacksmith tools, clothing, 

furniture, one of the oldest horse 

drawn hearses in DeKalb 

County, a 1923 Overland car 

and a prize collection of old 

photographs of the Genoa and 

Kingston homes, businesses, 

and people. 

 

EVENTS 

Pioneer Day held annually on 

the last Sunday of August.  The 

community comes together with 

many demonstrators, to share 

forgotten skills of the mid- to 

late-1800s.  There is corn to be 

shelled, homemade pies to be 

eaten, butter churning, stage-

coach rides, Civil War reenact-

ments, musicians, a silent auc-

tion, story times and much, 

much more.  This year we had 

the privilege of a visit from 

ñMark Twain.ò 

 

Brown Bag Lunches are held 

the third Wednesday of each 

month from, 12:00-1:00 pm. Be 

sure to call or e-mail for de-

tails.  This is free to the public 

and the museum serves free 

drinks. 

 

Women's Month every Sunday 

in March, 1:00 pm. 

 

Business meetings are held the 

third Monday of each month at 

6 pm for directors, members and 

interested persons.   

 

Catch us on Facebook! 

 

 

Visit KVHS at  
622 Park Avenue, Genoa  

815-784-5559   
e-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 

Hours 
Wednesdays & the 2nd Sun-

day of the month, 2:00-4:00 pm 
 

Admission by donation 

M USEUM  

CORNER  

Featuring 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  

Society and Museum  

The Chicago & Milwaukee depot was moved to the 
Waterworks Park in 1977 for use as a museum. 

mailto:kvhs@atcyber.net
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DeKalb County Association of Historical Societies   

and Museums The DCAHSM, a division of DCHGS, is made up of representatives of museums and 

historical societies within DeKalb County. The public is welcome at all meetings and activities. Representatives of 

historical groups within the county are encouraged to attend quarterly meetings.  

Minutes of the Meeting October 8, 2011 

by Sandy Lyon 
 

Ada Gallagher, Chair, called the meeting to order at the 
Glidden Homestead Visitors Center, DeKalb, IL.  She 
thanked the Homestead for hosting our group meeting. Dave 
Woodin motioned we approve the agenda, and Steve Bigolin 
seconded, and the motion carried. 
 
Each museum represented gave a short report on their mu-
seum, its past history, and their current agenda.  Individual 
museums are very grateful for the in-kind support of local 
businesses as well as grants from the DeKalb County Com-
munity Foundation.  Doug and Lynn Roberts have also been 
benefactors to the museum groups. 
 
After a brief discussion, Dave Woodin made a motion that 
the January meeting be cancelled. Averil Schreiber seconded 
the motion, and it carried.  The group felt that weather condi-
tions in January made attendance difficult for many.  Chair 
Gallagher will send out a short e-mail and/or newsletter to 
each member reminding them of the Northern Illinois His-
tory Fair and encouraging them to have their schools enter 
this very prestigious event. 
 
Steve Bigolin reported on the various ñabandonedò cemeter-
ies in DeKalb County and current situations in each of those 
cemeteries.  He also reported he would be doing a program 
on cemeteries for the DeKalb County Historical and Genea-
logical Society on October 12 at Oakcrest, as well as a bus 
tour on barbed wire sites for Glidden Homestead on Novem-
ber 6. 
 
A question was raised as to the future of the Oderkirk House 
on the NIU campus, near Barsema Hall.  This home is also 
known as the Annie Glidden House, named for Annie Glid-
den who had lived in the house.  The exterior of the house 
was rejuvenated for the opening of Barsema Hall, but the 
exterior of the house has not been maintained in over ten 
years, and is in poor condition.  As historians, we are very 
sorry to see this house not being preserved.  The house is 
believed to be owned by the N.I.U. Foundation. 
 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo will host a house walk on December 4 
featuring 5 homes in the area.  High school students have 
volunteered to shovel driveways at the homes, and a local 
florist has volunteered floral arrangements for each home.  
There will be volunteers to help the elderly on the tour. 
 
Sycamore Historical society has a new one-year exhibit on 

manufacturing in Sycamore, and on October 22 they will 
host an open house. 
 
Malta Historical Society is a true asset to the Village of 
Malta and works in close relationship to host events and fund
-raisers for various organizations.  The hall is rented out 
through the year for family reunions, class reunions, and to 
the Lions Club, as well as many other groups. 
 
Kishwaukee Valley Museum has been hosting monthly 
brown bag luncheons this year, and had a successful Steam 
Power Show Display and the Pioneer Day was a success. 
 
The Regional History Center at NIU has been busy with their 
National Archive Month display and on October 13 will host 
the grand opening of their ñBuy Localò display.  Like all 
museum groups, they need more space. 
 
Joan Hardekopf reported the opening of the Sandwich Fair 
Museum was a huge success with 2,700 visitors signing the 
guest book.  All displays were on exhibit for the fair only.  
Next year several additional fair memorabilia collectors will 
have displays.  Everyone is encouraged to visit the museum 
next year.  It is only open during the fair dates.  The sales of 
toothpick holders have continued to be a successful fund-
raiser for the Stone Hill Museum. 
 
Jim Johnson reported the Blackwell Museum has been doing 
a massive re-cataloging of the accessions, which is almost 
complete.  They estimate they have in excess of 50,000 
items.  Many of the items are from the Professor Page collec-
tion, which began when NIU first opened. 
 
Anna Marie Coveny reported the Dekalb Area Womenôs 
Center, which is located in the old Finnish Temperance Hall 
needs more volunteers.  She is happy to report they continue 
to see many visitors, and it is possible there will be a re-
search project done on the Finnish neighborhood. 
 
There are many projects and events going on during October 
thru December at all the museums, and everyone is encour-
aged to attend and promote the projects for all our members. 
 
The next meeting of the DeKalb County Association of 
Historical Societies and Museums will be on Saturday, 
April 14, 2012 at 9:30 a.m. at the Regional History Cen-
ter at N.I.U.  Parking is free in the visitors lot on Saturdays.  
Do Not park in red spots.  Enter on the north side of the 
building. The meeting was adjourned and tours were con-
ducted of Glidden Homestead. 
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17th IL Cavalry, re mutiny of DeKalb Co. unit 2011 30 3 2 
105th IL Infantry, re reunion 1887 2011 30 3 2 
1940 Census: A Peek Inside 2011 30 4 8 
Abplanalp, Jennifer, re DAAHA, pic 2011 30 3 13 
Ag fair 1894, pics of bicycle race 2011 30 4 4 
Alden, Samuel, sketch of home, 1871 2011 30 1 6 
Alida Young Temple, Sycamore 2011 30 1 4 
Altgeld, Governor John P. , re NIU 2011 30 2 1 
Armory, Sycamore, activities at 2011 30 1 4 
Assn. of Hist. Soc. & Museums, min. 7/11 2011 30 3 14 
Assn. of Hist. Soc. & Museums, min. 10/11 2011 30 4 14 
Assn. of Hist. Soc. & Museums, min. 4/11 2011 30 2 15 
Assn. of Hist. Soc. & Museums, min. 1/11 2011 30 1 15 
Barbed fencing  exhibit at 1873 ag fair 2011 30 4 3 
Barney, A. released from rebel prison 2011 30 3 2 
Beard, Henry, son in SUV group photo c 1897 2011 30 3 3 
Bordenôs Condensed Milk Co., Sycamore, pic 2011 30 1 2 
ñBrandingò chickens, re preventing theft 2011 30  1 9 
Chautauqua, in Sycamore 2011 30 1 4 
Chicken Vaccinations 2011 30 1 9 
Church History Series: Afton Center Union 2011 30 4 11 
Church History Series: Evangelical, Kingston 2011 30 1 10 
Civil War monument at DeKalb Co courthouse 2011 30 3 3 
Civil War, DeKalb Co., newspaper notices 2011 30 3 2 
College Captured for DeKalb, re NIU 2011 30 2 1 
Cougle, William A., a reflection of camp life 2011 30 3 2 
County Atlases: More than Maps 2011 30 2 8 
County Clerk records digitized 2011 30 4 8 
County Historic Records to Go Online 2011 30 4 8 
County History Book Project, update 2011 30 3 15 
Dayton, Alvin, pic of historic barn 2011 30 1 8 
DeKalb Area Ag Heritage Assn. (DAAHA) 2011 30 3 13 
DeKalb Co. Clerkôs Office, re Ralph Joiner 2011 30 3 8 
DeKalb Co. Historian P. Kelley, tribute 2011 30 3 1 
DeKalb County Ag. & Mechanical Society 2011 30 4 3 
DeKalb County Clerk, Joiner memoirs Part III 2011 30 2 5 
DeKalb County Courthouse, court room picture 2011 30 1 1 
DeKalb County Courthouse, Joiner describes 2011 30 1 1 
DeKalb County Historical Resources Listing 2011 30 3 cover 
DeKalb County Historical Resources Listing 2011 30 1 cover 
DeKalb County Historical Resources Listing 2011 30 2 cover 
DeKalb County Historical Resources Listing 2011 30 4 cover 
Dustin, Gen.Daniel, re 105th reunion 1887 2011 30 3 2 
Dutton, Gen. Everell, portrait 2011 30 3 3 
Elliott, James, family & home pic, c 1870s 2011 30 1 7 
Ellwood, Isaac, re beginning of NIU 2011 30 2 1 
Evangelical Church, Kingston Twp., pic 2011 30 1 10 
Fairgrounds on Glidden property, DeKalb, pics 2011 30 4 5 
GAR Potter Post 12, formed 2011 30 3 2 
Genealogy: Backing Up Your Genealogy Data 2011 30 2 13 
Genealogy: IL Adoption Records Access 2011 30 2 13 
Genealogy: Naming Patterns 2011 30 1 12 
Genealogy: The Ancestry.com Wiki  2011  30  2  12 

Getting an Early Start on Newsp. Career 2011 30 4 1 
Glidden Homestead, opens Welcome Center 2011 30 2 cover 
Glidden, Joseph, donated land for NIU 2011 30 2 2 
Haish, Jacob, donated $$ for NIU 2011 30 2 2 
Haish, Jacob, Manufacturing Co., pics 2011 30 2 cover 

Haish, Jacob, Traced to Todayôs CASE Corp. 2011 30 2 3 
Henderson, S.M., re copyright of tax tables 2011 30  3  10 

Horoszko, Elizabeth, re DAAHA, pic 2011 30 3 13 
Index, 2011 Cornsilk 2011 30 4 15 
Iwo Jima, memoirs of Ivan Prall 2011 30 4 7 
Joiner, Ralph, memoirs, part III 2011 30 2 5 
Joiner, Ralph, memoirs, part II 2011 30 1 1 
Joiner, Ralph, memoirs, part IV 2011 30 3 8 
Kelley, Phyllis, tribute 2011 30 3 1 
Kingston Twp., Evangelical Church 2011 30 1 10 
Kishwaukee River, helps bring NIU to DeKalb2011 30 2 1 
Kishwaukee Valley Herit. Museum, feature 2011 30 4 13 
Koeller, Louis, family pic 2011 30 1 10 
Lovellôs Crossing, history & map 2011 30 1 5 
Lovellôs tavern, church, school, sketch, 1871 2011 30 1 6 
Marshall, Mary Smith, memoirs  2011 30 3 5 
McMann, Michael, re death at balloon launch 2011 30 4 4 
Mister Pumpkinôs Carvers Club, formed 2011 30 4 6 
Mr. Pumpkin Wally Thurow, pic 2001 30 4 cover 
Museum Corner: DeK Area Ag Heritage Assn 2011 30 3 13 
Museum Corner: Kish. Valley Heritage Mus. 2011 30 4 13 
Museum Corner: North Grove School 2011 30 1 13 
Museum Corner: Sycamore History Museum 2011 30 2 14 
NIU / No. IL State Teachers College 2011 30 2 1 
North Grove School 2011 30 1 13 
Northern IL St. Normal School, c 1899 pics 2011 30 4 5 

Obituaries 11/16/10-2/15/11 2011 30 1 16 

Obituaries 2/16/11-5/15/11 2011 30 2 16 
Obituaries: 5/16/11-8/15/11 2011 30 3 16 
Obituaries: 8/16/11-11/15/11 2011 30 4 16 
Old State Road, pic of planked road 2011 30 1 8 
Potter, Horace, namesake of Sycamore GAR 2011 30 3 cover 
Prall, Ivan, memoirs of Iwo Jima 2011 30 4 7 
Railroads, Sycamore, Joiner memoirs 2011 30 1 14 
Rose, Henry, re barbed wire patent, pics 2011 30 4 3 
Schoonmaker, C. Coleman, pic 2011 30 4 1 
Schrader, Barry, re newspaper career 2011 30 4 1 
Schrader, Kay, 1964 pic 2011 30 4 2 
Smith, Mary Marshall, memoirs 2011 30 3 5 
Sons of Union Veterans Camp Re-chartered 2011 30 3 4 
Sons of Union Veterans, pic of unit c 1897 2011 30 3 3 
ñSouvenirsò of Iwo Jima, Ivan Prall 2011 30   4  7 
St. Albanôs School, Sycamore, pic 2011 30 1 4 
Sycamore Antiques, carries DCHGS merch. 2011 30 4 12 
Sycamore downtown businesses, 1936 2011 30 1 1 
Sycamore GAR, post formed, photos taken 2011 30 3 2 
Sycamore History Museum, feature 2011 30 2 14 

Sycamore True Republican Digitized 2011 30 1 8 
Thurow, Wally, Mr. Pumkin 2011 30 4 6 
Tour of Historic Homes along E. Old State  2011 30 1 5 
Underground Railroad, re David West house 2011 30 1 5 
Ward Hotel, Sycamore, pic 2011 30 1 3 
West, David, pic of family & home 2011 30 1 5 
Writing Your Memoirs: Where Do I Start? 2011 30 3 7 

  

15 
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Abel Danette M. Burghardt 47 8/14/2011 Aurora IL/Sycamore IL 8/16/2011  
Alexander Florence A. Sommer 89 9/30/2011 DeKalb IL 10/3/2011  
Anderson Kenneth M. 91 9/29/2011 Newark IL/Somonauk IL 10/2/2011 ABN 
Barry Kristina Nicole 26 9/5/2011 Genoa IL 9/7/2011  
Bartels Junior J.  76 9/22/2011 Plano IL/Genoa IL 9/24/2011  
Batorson Helen P.  Gabrie) 90 10/1/2011 Detroit MI/Sandwich IL 10/5/2011 ABN 
Beals Cheryl A. 70 10/14/2011 Plano IL/Sandwich IL 10/20/2011 KCR 
Bell Nancy   80 10/12/2011 Naples FL 11/8/2011  
Benson James W. 61 8/31/2011 Sycamore IL 9/2/2011  
Bergsmith Doris Arlene Littlejohn 85 9/18/2011 Genoa IL 9/23/2011  
Besett Roland "Bud" 78 9/10/2011 Genoa IL 9/15/2011  
Bollinger Clyde Michael 89 9/19/2011 Sycamore IL 9/22/2011  
Bourge Federico R. 64 10/3/2011 Sycamore IL 10/6/2011  
Bowers Stacie Lynn  40 9/20/2011 DeKalb IL 9/22/2011  
Brazeal Timothy Ronald  79 8/26/2011 Sycamore IL 8/30/2011  
Bross Joseph Edwin 74 10/19/2011 Clare IL 10/21/2011  
Brown Frederick E. "Fritz" 85 9/19/2011 Shabbona Twp DeKalb Co IL 9/21/2011 KCR 
Brown Jack Franklin 62 10/6/2011 Shabbona IL 10/8/2011  
Brown Patricia Ann Coffey 83 10/31/2011 DeKalb IL 11/3/2011  
Burgess Carrie Ann 35 11/4/2011 Rochelle IL 11/10/2011  
Butts Carolyn M.  Strausberger 69 9/2/2011 DeKalb IL/Sycamore IL 9/4/2011 KCR 
Carey Edwin Joseph  85 10/9/2011 Joliet IL/Sandwich IL 10/11/2011  
Carlson Robert William 86 9/26/2011 DeKalb IL 9/28/2011  
Clausen William Herman 85 11/4/2011 Cortland IL 11/7/2011  
Coil Pamela Sue Houghtby 51 10/20/2011 Rochelle IL 10/24/2011  
Conery Bonnie Sue Eatmon 64 9/17/2011 Steward IL 9/19/2011  
Corson Verna L. Williamson 85 10/22/2011 DeKalb IL 10/24/2011  
Cotner Frances M. Storm 90 10/17/2011 Genoa IL 10/22/2011  
Cotner Alice L. McCartney 84 10/25/2011 Genoa IL 10/27/2011  
Craig Elsie M. Krepp 85 8/17/2011 Elgin IL 8/20/2011  
Craigmile Frances L. Lutz 85 10/22/2011 Malta IL 10/24/2011  
Crawford Carol R. Wagner 77 10/20/2011 Genoa IL 10/22/2011  
Crum Ella M. Hamrick 76 8/15/2011 DeKalb IL 8/17/2011  
Cunz Dorothy Mae Mihm 80 10/24/2011 DeKalb IL 10/26/2011  
Darnell Robert S.  64 9/17/2011 Sandwich IL / Inverness FL 10/6/2011 VFP 
Davis Delbert C. 82 10/31/2011 Sycamore IL 11/3/2011  
Deacon John "Deac" Frederic 80 9/18/2011 Naperville IL 10/3/2011  
Deacon Nancy Lee Adler 81 9/18/2011 Naperville IL 10/3/2011  
Di Marzio Betty Kathleen Johns 83 10/29/2011 Sycamore IL 11/1/2011  
Dienst Gertrude J. Johnson 93 11/2/2011 Sheridan IL/Somonauk IL 11/5/2011  
Dietz Evelyn A. Fecht 88 10/22/2011 Gilman IL 11/2/2011  
Dillon Ryan Matthew 28 10/6/2011 DeKalb IL 10/12/2011  
Dolan Doris E. Bradley 79 10/19/2011 Mendota IL 10/21/2011  
Dolder Wanda June Nettleingham 78 10/29/2011 Waterman IL/Sandwich IL 11/1/2011 KCR 
Doss Doris A. Dillon 85 10/18/2011 Sandwich IL/Rockport TX 11/1/2011 ABN 
Driscoll John M. "Pete" 91 10/21/2011 Conroe TX 10/24/2011  
Dumoulin Carl W. 92 10/8/2011 Hampshire IL 10/11/2011  
Eberly Alliene Frances Harris 97 9/20/2011 Sycamore IL 9/24/2011  
Edwards Anna Mae Catron 86 11/8/2011 Genoa IL 11/10/2011  
Egland Jennie Ridulph 102 8/22/2011 DeKalb IL 8/24/2011  
Egler Gary A. 60 9/14/2011 Sycamore IL 9/16/2011  
Ehmke Garretra Q. Littrle 99 9/26/2011 Shabbona IL/Somonauk IL 9/29/2011  
Elliott Margaret C. Johnson 83 9/21/2011 Zion IL/Sandwich IL 9/29/2011 KCR 
Elliott Wesley E. 82 11/1/2011 DeKalb IL 11/3/2011  
Ellison David Lee 60 10/21/2011 Cortland IL 10/24/2011  
Emmer Dennis J. 76 10/1/2011 Genoa IL 10/4/2011  
Ester Verba L. Allen 88 11/5/2011 DeKalb IL 11/8/2011  
Estes Ruby Jean  Luther 62 9/15/2011 Coeburn VA/Sandwich IL 9/16/2011 ABN 
Fatla Casimer John 91 10/24/2011 Armstrong Creek WI/Somonauk IL 11/1/2011 ABN 
Fatland Cedric S. 91 10/31/2011 Sandwich IL 11/2/2011 KCR 
Fisher Richard B.   80 8/22/2011 Roscoe IL 8/24/2011  
Fitzgerald Frances  L. Snyder 82 9/13/2011 Hastings MN 9/15/2011  
Foster Kathleen Chamberlain 17 11/1/2011 Janesville WI 11/8/2011  
Fowler Wayne L. 83 10/4/2011 DeKalb IL 10/6/2011  
Frantum Jeffery 51 6/6/2011 Mt Prospect IL 9/17/2011  
Fulton Clifton D.  90 8/13/2011 DeKalb IL 8/16/2011  
Garab Arra M. 81 8/22/2011 DeKalb IL 8/24/2011  
Gardner Phillip J.  28 9/11/2011 Batavia IL 9/14/2011  
Gates Vernon W. 80 9/17/2011 Genoa IL 9/19/2011  
Gherity Ermadell M. Borsky 82 8/25/2011 Kingston IL 9/1/2011  
Gillispie Marguerite V. "Dolly"  Huetson 90 10/16/2011 Sheridan IL/Sandwich IL  10/20/2011 ABN 

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries  
August 16, 2011 -November 15, 2011  
compiled by Norma Coleman and Kristy Gravlin  

ABN = AURORA BEACON NEWS  

DMH = DIETERLE MEMORIAL HOME, MONTGOMERY  
KCR = KENDALL COUNTY RECORD 
SR = SANDWICH RECORD 
TEF = TURNER EICHNER FUNERAL HOME ONLINE 
VFP = VALLEY FREE PRESS 
NONE = DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE  IS

S
U

E
 K

E
Y

 

LAST FIRST  DEATH   RESIDED                                   DATE OF 
NAME NAME  AGE  DATE         IN           ISSUE 
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Gillum Richard W.  50 9/16/2011 Sandwich IL/Downers Grove IL 9/21/2011 ABN 
Gleason Mary Lou   Burke 73 10/28/2011 Somonauk IL/Leland IL 11/8/2011 KCR 
Gollias Constantine S. "Gus" 61 9/23/2011 Sycamore IL 9/27/2011  
Goodwin Gwen D. Adair 83 10/13/2011 Cortland IL 10/15/2011  
Granner Eleanor L. 94 10/11/2011 Genoa IL 10/13/2011  
Gray John Ambrose 68 7/26/2011 Sycamore IL 9/10/2011  
Grover William W. 85 11/9/2011 Creston IL 11/10/2011  
Gylleck William John 81 10/5/2011 Genoa IL 10/7/2011  
Hamilton Christine Mary Pearson 77 9/14/2011 DeKalb IL 9/16/2011  
Hayward John Eldon  88 10/23/2011 Sycamore IL 10/29/2011  
Heinisch Eileen M. Faivre 95 9/21/2011 DeKalb IL 9/24/2011  
Henigan Jay Todd 61 9/25/2011 Sycamore IL 9/29/2011  
Henning Joseph Walter 28 8/19/2011 DeKalb IL 8/23/2011  
Hickey Kay F. Ridulph 69 9/26/2011 Malta IL 9/28/2011  
Hinkle Virginia Josephine Bell 83 10/23/2011 Sycamore IL 10/25/2011  
Hinz Lottie Kischkewitz 102 10/23/2011 Hinckley IL 10/26/2011  
Houghtby Gordon J. 80 8/27/2011 Clear Sp. KY 8/30/2011  
Howe David L. 49 11/10/2011 Elgin IL 11/15/2011  
Hubbard Darlene Ann Volden 80 9/14/2011 Somonauk IL 9/19/2011  
Hueber Roger D. 74 9/8/2011 Malta IL 9/9/2011  
Huff Kenneth Jacob 88 9/18/2011 DeKalb IL/Waterman IL 9/20/2011 KCR 
Hughes Greg Sr. 61 9/20/2011 Sycamore IL 9/22/2011  
Hughes Laura Francis Roush 88 9/20/2011 Sycamore IL 9/24/2011  
Hull Clark A. 89 9/18/2011 DeKalb IL 9/24/2011  
Humo Patricia A. 65 9/29/2011 DeKalb IL 10/1/2011  
Humo Elvi O. 89 11/9/2011 DeKalb IL 11/10/2011  
Huntley James G. 83 11/8/2011 Sycamore IL 11/10/2011  
Hutchinson Chad E. 26 8/13/2011 Sandwich IL 8/16/2011 ABN 
Jacob Mary Louise Vincke 84 9/15/2011 Huntley IL 9/17/2011  
Jeffries Linda K. Burdick 62 8/19/2011 DeKalb IL 8/22/2011  
Jeffries June  93 10/21/2011 Ashton  IL 10/24/2011  
Johnson Lois Vivian  98 8/20/2011 Salem OR 8/26/2011  
Johnson Corinne E. 80 9/7/2011 Elmhurst IL 9/10/2011  
Johnson Ernest  92 11/4/2011 Maple Park IL 11/7/2011  
Joiner Virginia May Entwistle 96 10/10/2011 Sycamore IL 10/12/2011  
Jones Erwin Roe "Boyd" Jr. 86 8/17/2011 DeKalb IL 8/20/2011  
Jones Loren M. 85 10/4/2011 Burlington IL 10/6/2011  
Judge William Robert 72 8/21/2011 Sycamore IL 8/24/2011  
Karl Mary J. Virtue 77 9/28/2011 DeKalb IL 9/30/2011  
Keen Deborah L. Herrmann 61 11/5/2011 Rochelle IL 11/7/2011  
Keifer William N. 62 9/3/2011 Sugar Grove IL 9/6/2011  
Keswani Nandkumar Hemraj 87 8/25/2011 Mahtomedi MN 8/31/2011  
Kish Rita Ann  White 84 11/14/2011 DeKalb IL/Aurora IL 11/15/2011 ABN 
Klus William L. 56 10/5/2011 Kingston IL 10/6/2011  
Knutson Kathleen Jordal 55 11/5/2011 Malta IL 11/12/2011  
Korcek Josephine Stefkovic 94 10/15/2011 Mt Prospect IL 10/19/2011  
Kubasiak Daniel F. 78 9/20/2011 Genoa IL 9/22/2011  
Kush Anthony M.  50 9/11/2011 Genoa IL 9/14/2011  
Law Bertram Eugene 79 10/27/2011 Sterling IL/Somonauk IL 10/30/2011 KCR 
Lewis Suzanne K.  61 11/8/2011 Genoa IL 11/15/2011  
Lindell Willard George  80 9/4/2011 Raleigh NC 9/9/2011  
Linden Robert von der 61 10/2/2011 DeKalb IL 10/5/2011  
Looney Betty J. Boucher 88 11/5/2011 DeKalb IL 11/7/2011  
Luttrell Betty Jean  Culhane 76 10/24/2011 Aurora IL/ Sandwich IL 10/26/2011 KCR 
Manley William James 45 11/6/2011 Genoa IL 11/8/2011  
Manning Margaret Jane Carris 87 10/27/2011 DeKalb IL 10/29/2011  
Marcks Violet Lucille Koch 96 9/5/2011 Kenosha WI/Sandwich IL 9/15/2011 ABN 
Marmitt Arthur L. 85 10/21/2011 Somonauk IL/Ottawa IL 10/23/2011 ABN 
Marsh Betty Cone Stephens 88 11/12/2011 DeKalb IL 11/15/2011  
Martinson Roy H. 83 8/26/2011 Joliet IL 8/29/2011  
McAllister Orland W. 86 10/25/2011 Waterman IL/Sandwich IL 11/10/2011 KCR 
McCaslin Laveta Ruth Hagerman 83 8/11/2011 DeKalb IL 8/17/2011  
McDermott Maxine I. Friestad 85 9/29/2011 Rochelle IL 10/1/2011  
Meier Helen C. Cowen 95 10/15/2011 Waterman IL 10/17/2011  
Meisch William A. 78 8/21/2011 Sycamore IL 8/24/2011  
Meisner Marian A. Perrin 71 9/11/2011 DeKalb IL 9/17/2011  
Merriman Elizabeth E. Powers 91 11/4/2011 Paw Paw IL 11/9/2011  
Meyerholz Ilene Isabell 89 9/26/2011 Rollo IL/Creston IL 9/29/2011 ABN 
Michael Virgin    (maiden not given) 83      9/??/2011 Sandwich IL/Yorkville IL  10/13/2011 ABN 
Miller Charlene Ann Seyller 68 9/14/2011 Genoa IL 9/16/2011  
Miller Frances G. Harriss 80 11/2/2011 Sycamore IL 11/4/2011  

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries  
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Mkaki Sue Anne Kallal 72 8/13/2011 DeKalb IL 8/16/2011  
Moody Glenn H. 85 10/18/2011 DeKalb IL 10/20/2011  
Morgan Virginia Crews 86 10/19/2011 DeKalb IL 10/28/2011  
Moseley Onnie E. Hugghins 88 8/31/2011 DeKalb IL 9/3/2011  
Mosher Linda S. Pelz 57 10/13/2011 Elmhurst IL/Sandwich IL 10/20/2011 ABN 
Mowers Ted Aaron 57 8/15/2011 Kirkland IL 8/17/2011  
Mustafa Mkian Ghulam 87 10/15/2011 DeKalb IL 10/21/2011  
Nelson John Leonard 83 11/1/2011 Shabbona IL 11/5/2011  
Noe Virginia "Gingie" Reed 74 11/3/2011 DeKalb IL 11/5/2011  
Nowik Carol A. Hartauer  9/10/2011 DeKalb IL 9/12/2011  
Olsen Elaine  Anderson 81 9/13/2011 Sandwich IL/Earlville IL 9/22/2011 ABN 
Olson Gary L. 56 9/27/2011 Sandwich IL/DeKalb IL 10/6/2011 ABN 
Olson Brenda J. Pierson 51 10/3/2011 Aurora IL/Somonauk IL 10/13/2011 KCR 
Olson Gary L. 56 9/27/2011 DeKalb IL 9/30/2011  
Padgett Leota M. Robertson 96 9/16/2011 Sycamore IL 9/19/2011  
Palmer W. Dee 97 11/13/2011 Sycamore IL 11/15/2011  
Parsons Byron A.  89 10/20/2011 Sycamore IL 10/22/2011  
Pearson Robert E.  83 9/26/2011 DeKalb IL 9/28/2011  
Peek Carol R. Garner 82 8/29/2011 DeKalb IL 9/1/2011  
Peterson Stanley E. 86 8/27/2011 Kingston IL 8/29/2011  
Petschke Roger Irvin 75 11/5/2011 Hinckley IL 11/8/2011  
Pettee Gary K. 75 9/14/2011 Genoa IL 9/17/2011  
Phelps Barbara June 77 10/28/2011 Sycamore IL 10/29/2011  
Phipps Mickey Imogene Mullis 86 6/14/2011 Cortland IL 10/12/2011  
Pinne June Loy  96 11/2/2011 Hampshire IL 11/4/2011  
Poliska Marjorie L. Nuckles 87 11/2/2011 Rapid City SD 11/7/2011  
Quest Roger D. 69 10/30/2011 Rochelle IL 11/2/2011  
Reid Kenneth Cecil 90 9/5/2011 Waterman IL 9/7/2011  
Rintala Roberta A. "Bobbie" 79 8/13/2011 Sycamore IL 8/18/2011  
Rippi Donna M. Allen 85 10/1/2011 DeKalb IL 10/3/2011  
Risley Chris A. 58 9/10/2011 DeKalb IL 9/13/2011  
Rissman Myrl Allan 88 9/16/2011 Hinckley IL 9/19/2011  
Rogers Mary Donna Kesterson 82 10/27/2011 Rock Springs OH/Sandwich IL 11/10/2011 KCR 
Roinas Eugene D. "Gene" 76 9/24/2011 Creston IL 9/27/2011  
Rumney Ronald G. 58 9/25/2011 Sandwich IL 9/26/2011 KCR 
Sabin Doris F. Flewellin 85 11/12/2011 Waterman IL 11/15/2011  
Schlagel Richard J. 83 9/9/2011 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 9/11/2011 ABN 
Sebby Harriet Jean Furland 89 10/6/2011 DeKalb IL 10/7/2011  
Sheppard Sarah L. Payne 78 11/12/2011 DeKalb IL 11/14/2011  
Smith Clifton Ray Dean 71 10/19/2011 KY/Somonauk IL 11/1/2011 KCR 
Smith Sandra Brown 74 11/7/2011 DeKalb IL 11/10/2011  
Smith Margaret Ann Barr 86 11/10/2011 Shabbona IL 11/12/2011  
Stelling Bennett E. 91 10/22/2011 Malta IL 10/25/2011  
Stipher John Andrew 34 9/29/2011 Sycamore IL 10/3/2011  
Stockham Paula Deann "Dee" Sheffer 49 10/10/2011 Sandwich IL/Yorkville IL  10/13/2011 ABN 
Stone Lee A. "The General" 62 9/24/2011 Maple Park IL 9/29/2011  
Stover Robert 81 11/7/2011 Sycamore IL 11/9/2011  
Swanson Betty Jean Unwin 84 8/27/2011 DeKalb IL 8/27/2011  
Teichmiller D. Beverly Novander 79 10/11/2011 Tinley Park IL 10/12/2011  
Thompson Daniel P. 49 10/4/2011 DeKalb IL 10/7/2011  
Titzel Keith Edward "Hap" 80 9/6/2011 Sandwich IL/Naperville IL 9/8/2011 ABN 
Tolhurst Dr. William E.  64 9/15/2011 DeKalb IL 9/17/2011  
Twinkle Jodi Lyn Sanders 43 9/6/2011 Mahomet IL 9/9/2011  
Ulery Anna R.  89 10/22/2011 DeKalb IL 10/25/2011  
Unger Vincent D. 83 10/16/2011 Ashton  IL 10/18/2011  
Viland Lucille Dorothy Wallin 93 10/16/2011 Hinckley IL 10/18/2011  
Villanueva Saturnina Torres- 65 8/14/2011 Kirkland IL 8/16/2011  
Virus William Edward 85 10/29/2011 Chicago IL/Somonauk IL 11/10/2011 KCR 
Waddell Sandra D. Hecht 66 9/25/2011 DeKalb IL 9/27/2011  
Wallin Arthur 86 10/10/2011 DeKalb IL 10/11/2011  
Wells Dr. Philip S. 81 9/5/2011 Laconia NH 9/9/2011  
Wendt Rudolph F.  80 11/10/2011 Genoa IL 11/12/2011  
Westby Olive S. Sanders 94 10/1/2011 Dix Il/Sandwich IL 10/6/2011 ABN 
Wicks Charles M. 81 10/20/2011 Sandwich IL/Plano IL 11/1/2011 ABN 
Wilson Kathleen Joyce Osborn 77 9/20/2011 Belvidere IL 9/22/2011  
Winebrenner Guyla Mae Jones 93 10/12/2011 DeKalb IL 10/18/2011  
Wingfield Clyde J.  80 9/15/2011 Dallas TX 9/22/2011  
Woodson J.R. "Boots" 89 8/22/2011 Rockford IL 8/25/2011  
Wright Jeannette 87 11/9/2011 Hinckley IL 11/11/2011  
Wyatt Jennfer E. 35 9/123/2011 Hinckley IL 9/15/2011  
Yamber Barbara Marie Cook 82 10/16/2011 DeKalb IL 10/29/2011  
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ALSO 

All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county 

depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are 

also available from: Ron Kleinôs law office, 2045 Aber-

deen Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178.  

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

 

Popular titles are also available at Sycamore Antiques, 

320 W. State, Sycamore. Open Wed., Thurs, Sat. 10-5:30 

& Fri. 10 amï7 pm. 

OTHER PUBLICATIONS  

 

Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 

Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel    15.00 

The Mark of Chief Shabbona     6.00 

Prairie Farmerôs Reliable Directory of Farmers  

      & Breeders of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1917  30.00 

Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 

Plastic Book Cover for Journeys     4.00 

Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876  25.00 

1860 Census of DeKalb County Illinois    5.00 

 

CORNSILK QUARTERLY  

Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 

Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  

 Circle those desired: 

 2011/vol. 30: Spring, Summer, Fall 

 2010/vol. 29: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Sumer, Fall, Winter 

 2008/ vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2007/ vol. 26: Spring; ð ; Fall; Winter 

  

 Others: ____________________________ 

 

NOTECARDS 

Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack   5.00  

 

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling    ________ 

Add $1.00 each Cornsilk, Chief Shabbona,  

      Notecard pack, for postage/handling  ________ 

 

Grand Total Enclosed $________ 

 

MAIL TO  

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP  

 

Afton 7.00 

Clinton Twp. 8.00 

DeKalb (does not include St. Maryôs) 7.00 

Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb 5.50 

Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 

Franklin                      8.00 

Malta  8.00 

Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition  8.00 

Oak Mound, Somonauk  8.00 

Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb    16.50 

Paw Paw  8.00 

Pierce  8.00 

Sandwich  8.00 

Somonauk (Oak Ridge Cemetery), Sp 2010 edition    27.50 

Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.  8.00 

Victor            7.00 

 

 

DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    

  1870 1880 1900 
Afton  9.00 8.50  8.00 

Clinton  9.00 9.50          10.00 

Cortland 11.00       11.50          10.00 

DeKalb 16.00       19.50             

 Ward 1 City                     10.00 

 Ward 2 City                   10.00 

 Ward 3 City                     10.00 

 Ward 4 City                     10.00 

Franklin   9.00 10.50 

Genoa   9.00 10.50 

Kingston   9.00 10.50 

Malta 10.00 10.50 

Mayfield   9.00   8.50 

Milan   8.00   9.50 

Paw Paw   9.00 10.50 

Pierce   9.00   8.50 

Shabbona 11.00 11.50 

Somonauk 24.00 27.00 

South Grove   8.00   7.50 

Sycamore 22.00 32.00 

Victor   9.00   8.50 

DeKalb Co. Index 20.00 22.00  

PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM  
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DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society  

Genealogical Queries 
 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail to 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   

 

Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

Annual Membership $25  ________ 

Three-year Membership $65  ________ 

Lifetime Membership $300  ________ 

Libraries and Organizations: 

   1-yr subscription to Cornsilk $25 ________ 

Amount enclosed                   $ ________ 

 

I would consider: Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb  
Barb City Motorcycle Museum 

www.pierceh-d.com 

815-756-3226 
 

DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association (at Nehring Gallery) 

 815-757-5959 
 

DeKalb Area Womenôs Center 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 

 
Egyptian Theater 

www.egyptiantheatre.org  

815-758-1215 
 

Ellwood House Museum 
www.ellwoodhouse.org 

E-mail: ellwoodhouse@tbc.net 
815-756-4609 

 

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 
(815)756-7904 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:   

info@gliddenhomestead.org 

 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

www.bios.niu.edu/gurler  
815-756-4259 

 

At NIU  
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum  
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum  

815-753-1936 
 

Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell  
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 

815-753-1236/815-753-1241 
 

Regional History Center 
www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/

index.cfm 

815-753-1779 
 

 

Genoa  
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  

Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/KVHS/
KVHS_homepage.htm 

E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley  

Hinckley Historical Society 

www.hinckleyhistorical 
society.com 

815-286-7443 
 

Kirkland  

Kirkland Historical Society 
815-522-6260 

 
Malta  

Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/

MaltaHistGenSoc.htm 
815-384-3481/815-825-2367 

 
Sandwich  

City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.com 
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 

com 
815-786-2555 

 

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

www.prairienet.com/stonemill/  
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona  

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/  

E-mail: slrmuseum@frontier.com 
(general) 

E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 

(research) 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
Somonauk  

Olmstead Memorial Museum 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 

 
 

 

Sycamore  
DeKalb County Historical -  

Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 
www.dekalbountyhistory.net  

http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/       
DekCoHistSoc/DekCoHistSoc.htm 

 
Family History Center at LDS 

Church 

815-895-0702 
 

Joiner History Room 
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/

JoinerHistoryRoom/

home_page.htm 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom@ 

dekalbcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
Midwest Museum of Natural  

History 

www.mmnh.org  
E-mail: guestrelations@mmnh.org 

815-895-9777 
 

North Grove School & North Grove 

School Assn. 
www.northgroveschool.org 

E-mail: 
info@northgroveschool.org 

 

Sycamore History Museum 
www.sycamorehistory.org 

E-mail: sychist@tbc.net 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman  

Waterman Area Heritage Society & 

Museum 
http://dekalb.ilgenweb.net/

WatermanSoc.htm 
815-264-7773/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources  
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Mister Pumpkin  
 

"Mister Pumpkin," Wally Thurow, 

stands next to his double on the court-

house lawn at the 50th anniversary 

Sycamore Pumpkin Festival last        

October, which he started back in 1961. 

Now an octogenarian, Wally lives in 

Slidell, Louisiana, but returns every 

Halloween to take part in Sycamore's 

historic annual tradition.  

 

Photo courtesy of Barry Schrader 


