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Future of Annie Glidden Home, Carriage House Uncertain

by Barry Schrader

About 1901-02 John Glidden built a stately
three-story, cream-colored brick farmhouse
on a portion of what was once the 600-acre farm
of his father, Josiah Willard Glidden. The resi-
dence and nearby carriage house were located on
what is now Annie Glidden Road, just south of
the Barsema Alumni and Visitors Center on a
five-acre parcel that also includes the Milan
Township School. The old one-room school is
used by the NIU College of Education for visiting
elementary school classes.

The address of the two structures was 217 North
Annie Glidden Road up until two years ago
when it was changed to 253 and 255 North Annie
Glidden Road.

The house was constructed in what was known
as the Vernacular Greek Revival style, also
known as an “I-house,” which was popular back
in the 1840s, according to Stephen J. Bigolin, au-
thor of the book Landmarks of the Barb City.
Bigolin devotes three pages in his book to that
house.

Annie never married, but upon the death of her
sister Cora during childbirth in 1903 she raised
her nephew Glidden Switzer as her own. Tragi-
cally, he drowned around age 12 while on a fami-
ly outing at a lake in Wisconsin.

Annie was recognized for her progressive farm-
ing practices, growing such crops as alfalfa, as-
paragus, corn, and raspberries, and even received
an award from the state for her agricultural
crop’s yield one year. An iconic photo of her
walking through her field of alfalfa, with young
Glidden Switzer behind her, also shows the farm
house and outbuildings in the background. Esti-
mating the boy’s age at about 8 to 10 then, it
would have been taken between 1911 and 1913
when she was 46 or 48.

Annie was active in the surrounding community
and hosted many dinner parties at the home. She
also helped found the DeKalb Garden Club, and
the Library Whist Club to play weekly games of
Whist, which later became bridge. She hosted the
11 ladies at her home, and part of the club’s pur-

Then in 1906 John’s uncle Joseph
Glidden died and John became own-
er of the Glidden homestead on Lin-
coln Highway and moved there. His
sister Annie Glidden then acquired
the property where she lived and
farmed the land for some 20 years.
Annie had attended Illinois Normal
in Bloomington and later Cornell S
University in Ithaca, New York, $
earning a degree in Agriculture, ac- ¥ v
cording to the obituary published in f.f‘,
the Daily Chronicle in 1962 when she eS8
died in Pasadena, California, at age |
97.
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Annie Glidden in the alfalfa field, along with nephew Glidden Switzer.
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Shown inside the house at their wedding dinner in 1934 are newly-

len, now living in Ohio, remembers some of
the visits.

By 1977 Allene had been widowed a few
years and decided to sell the property. The
NIU Foundation came to the rescue of the
houses, buying the b5.6-acre parcel for
$200,000 so it would not be purchased for a
commercial development. They went out to
the community and corporate donors, and
raised more than needed, some $250,000.

weds Alvan and Alva Oderkirk (at left) joined by (from left) his sister-in | Since that time they have leased it to NIU,

-law Ida E. Oderkirk; Alvan's mother, Allene Oderkirk; grandmother
Ida B. Oderkirk; Galen and Burt Oderkirk, brothers of Alvan. Note the

wedding cake on table. Photo courtesy Gayle Oderkirk Wuori.

mainly for special program offices and even
as a construction headquarters for the com-

pose was to raise money for books for the fledg-
ling town library. A later generation of 12 women
still meet to play bridge today, 116 years later.

Deciding to retire about 1929, she moved to Cali-
fornia to live with her niece, where she stayed
until her death in 1962. But she returned several
times to visit her house, which was then owned
by Burt and Allene Oderkirk. Their daughter El-

The Carriage House was converted into an apartment for
Ellen Oderkirk and her husband Dean Froelich after they

were married. The garage-size doors on front and rear of
that building have been reduced to normal door size and
the rear entrance boarded up.

pany building the alumni center next door.
But some 10 years ago a decision was made to
close it down, and it has stood empty with no
heat, power, or security systems since then. The
nearby carriage house apartment had been re-
modeled as a classroom and a new roof put on
that building about 2005. It has also remained
empty for nearly the past decade.

(Continued on page 6)

DeKalb Mayor John Rey (left) and Steve Bigolin examining
the property in the back yard. The upstairs door in center
no longer has an exterior stairs. The basement steps are
covered by wooden doors at ground level to the right of the
white wooden addition to the back side of the house.
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Kirkland’s Dion DeMarbelle: Man of Many Talents

by Jean Klock

]ames Hulff, Belvidere attorney, wrote of Dion
DeMarbelle in the 1900s, “No monument has
been erected to his memory and will not be. He
gave us his poems and his songs. We give him
forgetfulness in return. Kirkland has done noth-
ing to honor the memory of this old soldier who
brought to it the greatest honor it will ever
know.”

Huff further writes, “Came Mac Queen with mil-
lions of sheep to whiten a hundred hills. Came
Ault with his thousands of turkeys to cover a rich
valley with outward evidence of Thanksgiving
dinners and Merry Christmases yet to be. Came
DeMarbelle with a song in his heart. These three
—but the greatest of these was De Marbelle.”

Dion (Daniel) DeMarbelle was born in France
July 4, 1818. His childhood remains a mystery.
He joined the American Navy in 1847 at the age
of 29 and served as a drummer in the New York
Company during the Mexican War.

was wounded, losing two fingers and was honor-
ably discharged in 1863.

It is said that at the invitation of James A. Bailey,
of Barnum and Bailey fame, DeMarbelle became
the very first circus clown in Bailey’s circus. Lat-
er, when Bailey joined Barnum to form “The
Greatest Show on Earth,” De Marbelle organized
his own circus but lost everything in a fire while
touring Canada. In 1866 he assisted William
“Buffalo Bill” Cody in setting up his famous Wild
West Show.

Dion DeMarbelle was a ventriloquist before
Charlie McCarthy. He was a sleight-of-hand per-
former before the days of Houdini and
Herrmaun. He organized the Kirkland dramatic
club. DeMarbelle organized and conducted with
great ability, the first (and last) Kirkland brass
band.

He brought a never-ending rain of stories and
personal experiences, some true and some

DeMarbelle then toured

St romantic

the United States as a
musician and actor with
an opera company,
when he met and mar-
ried Salynda Wheeler, St
also a singer. They had a |
son, Eugene, born in
Wisconsin in 1859. Later x4
Dion formed his own »

theatrical troupe.

He was a military musi- §5§
cian in the American

Sixth Michigan Infantry.
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It is unknown whether DeMarbelle is pictured here, since none of the men
During his service he |are identified in this photo. Photo courtesy Kirkland Historical Society.
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DeMarbelle were the committee on entertainment
for soldiers” reunions at Sycamore and vicinity.
DeMarbelle could make an eloquent speech on
any subject without a moment’s preparation. His
own description of himself was that he was “a
cute, curious, comical cuss.” He sang in the choir
of the Methodist Church. And yes, he got drunk
in the saloons.

DeMarbelle wrote a distinguished poem, “In
Memory of Our Noble Dead,” which was read at
Kirkland’s celebration of Decoration Day in 1886.
De Marbelle lived 10 to 15 years in Kirkland. The
rich royalties of his songs were all stolen. He nev-
er realized a dollar from them. He would have
had no place to sleep but for the charity of Smith
Wyllys, who gave him a furnished room above
his blacksmith shop, and he would have starved
to death a hundred times except for the charity of
J.D. Morris, a friend he had met in the Civil War,
who gave him his meals free of charge at the
Morris Hotel. He lived his last years at an Elgin
hotel. He was visited there by his friend, “Buffalo
Bill” Cody.

Dion  DeMarbelle
died in extreme
poverty, Decmeber
18, 1903, at the age
of 83 years and was
buried by the
Grand Army post
of Elgin. The mark-
er, which cost $6.00,
contains no data as
to his birth or

death, only the words:
Drum Major / D. A. DeMarbelle / 6t Mich. Inf.

DeMarbelle wrote: “For years I was so busy I did-
n’t have time for God, and so rich I didn’t need
Him. God had to slow me down and take my suc-
cess away so that He could talk to me about the

home beyond the river.”

The crowning effort of DeMarbelle’s life is found
in that grand old song, “When They Ring Those
Golden Bells for You and Me.” The song was
written in Kirkland in 1887, perhaps as he sat
along the banks of the Kishwaukee River.

When They Ring Those Golden Bells
for You and Me

There’s a land beyond the river,

That we call the sweet forever,

And we only reach that shore by faith’s decree;
One by one we’ll gain the portals,

There to dwell with the immortals,

When they ring the golden bells for you and me.

Refrain:

Don’t you hear the bells now ringing?

Don’t you hear the angels singing?

"Tis the glory hallelujah Jubilee.

In that far-off sweet forever,

Just beyond the shining river,

When they ring the golden bells for you and me.

We shall know no sin or sorrow,

In that haven of tomorrow,

When our barque shall sail beyond the silver sea;
We shall only know the blessing

Of our Father’s sweet caressing,

When they ring the golden bells for you and me.

Refrain

When our days shall know their number,

And in death we sweetly slumber,

When the King commands the spirit to be free;
Nevermore with anguish laden,

We shall reach that lovely Eden,

When they ring the golden bells for you and me.
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Those Were Good Days: The Memoirs of

Pearl Hueber Elliott (1893-1987)
by Averil Schreiber, with Marcia Wilson

Two years before her death, in 1987, Pearl Elliott of Malta and DeKalb wrote this memoir for the DeKalb County Nursing
Home newsletter, where she lived at the time. Pearl was born in Malta to Frederick and Mary Catherine (Mawers) Hueber and
had three sisters: Grace, Maude, and Nellie. She was a wife, step-mother, Girl Scout leader, and lifelong member of the First
United Methodist Church in DeKalb. She is buried at Malta Cemetery.

My folks settled on the farm north of Malta
when they were married, and we grew up
there. There were four of us girls—I was the
youngest. Two of my sisters taught school, and
the other one was a nurse. My mother asked me
what I was going to do after school and I told her
I planned to stay home and help her with the
farm. At that time my folks worked the farm and
since war was going on, getting men to help was
almost impossible.

One thing I'll always remember about the farm
was something that happened when I was about
ten years old. Our barn burned down. It had been
built only two years before. It had just been filled
half with hay, the other half with straw. My
mother woke up about ten o’clock and saw
flames coming out of the hay mow. My dad
rushed to the barn, opened the big door and tried
to lead out four work horses. He didn’t have time
to blindfold them, and they refused to cross over
the threshold. All four died.

He got the wagons and machinery out of the
shed before it burned. Two hog sheds burned,
but the chicken house was saved. We used it for
the two horses loaned to us after the fire.

The corn crib was full of ears of corn and the
granary was full of oats. All was lost. Corn was
red-hot on the ear. We had to spread all the corn
and oats out in the field because it was all too
burned and smoky to be used.

Everything was moved out of the house in case
the house caught fire too. We had woven carpets
with a little straw under them to make padding.
The wood shed was kept wet to save it. The
windmill was made of wood. It was going
around and burning at the same time. The water
supply tank, which was a high tank supplying
water to a smaller tank the animals drank from,
was also made of wood and burned down to the
water level.

My dad had always kept his insurance with Mr.
Carlson in Rockford. He was more than an insur-
ance agent, he was a friend who visited his cus-
tomers, often staying for a meal or even some-
times overnight. He drove his horse and buggy
from Rockford, which was a good distance. Mr.
Carlson was so helpful to my dad after the fire
that we always kept our insurance with him.

I loved the farm, and I loved the animals. In fact,
I loved animals better than going to school. When
my sisters and I were in high school, we went to
DeKalb by train, stayed there during the week,
then went back to Malta on the train Friday even-
ing. Then my dad got a car, a Buick, so he drove
us to school on Sunday night and picked us up
Friday night.

When I stayed on the farm after school, I sprayed
the potatoes—the potato bugs were terrible at
that time. I carried the big pail of spray on my
shoulders out to the field. I also took care of the
chickens—we had 200. We had a brooder house
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and raised our own. They didn’t have medicine
for chickens that got sick then. Fortunately, ours
were pretty healthy. I also mowed the lawn and
took care of the garden. I almost got hay fever
from pulling the may weed, which had an awful
smell.

We worked all day. We had no air conditioning,
so we’d close the windows and pull the shades in
the morning to keep the house cooler. After
lunch, we’d rest on the floor, where it was cooler,
before we went back to work. In the evening
when the temperature eased a bit, we’d hoe the
garden.

In fall when we gathered corn, our work wasn’t
done when it was dark. We still had cows to milk
and horses to bed down. Then we’d have to get
up at daylight and milk the cows and start pick-
ing corn by hand. We did well to get the corn out
of the field by Thanksgiving. When we did, it
was a real time to celebrate.

I remember in those days carrying water from the
well to the basement to cool cream before churn-
ing butter. We churned by hand, and Mother
packed the butter in jars to take to her regular
customers in DeKalb every Monday. She drove
the gray horse into town and after she peddled
her butter, while she did her shopping, she put
the horse in the feed shed that stood where the
Egyptian Theater is. Just south of the highway on
Second Street there was a water trough where
water bubbled up and horses could be taken for a
drink. On these days my mother would get back
home about dark.

Later, I worked for some time at the Davy Glove
factory in DeKalb and then at the Nehring Wire
factory. This kind of work was sort of dirty and
tiring, so I quit that and went to business college.
After that I did secretarial work at the high

school until I got married.

Meanwhile, my oldest sister (Grace), who taught
at the local school, married Charles Elliott. They
lived on the farm with us till their third child was
born. Later, after the birth of their fifth child, my
sister died. Charles got a housekeeper and kept the
children with him. Ten years later, in 1939,
Charles and I were married.

One son was married during World War II. He
served in the Battle of the Bulge, going in in front
of the troops to lay communication links. After
the war, he came back to live on the farm.
Charles and I moved to town in 1945, and our
son still lives on the farm.

I loved the farm but it was a lot of work. My fa-
ther had to work with a team of horses and had
to shovel oats and corn into the crib and bin. But
we enjoyed it. The young folks would have par-
ties in the winter time in somebody’s home. We
didn’t dance; we just played games and had a
good time. Those were good days!!

(Annie Glidden House continued from page 2)

The dilapidated and deteriorating condition of
the buildings came to the attention of historian
Bigolin last year and he was joined by Barry
Schrader in contacting the Foundation and NIU
to seek their preservation and restoration. After
many months of discussions the university has
planned for a new roof on the house and will
entertain ideas from the community for future
uses of the two buildings. Schrader and Bigolin
have set up a website showing photos of the cur-
rent condition of the buildings. It can be ac-
cessed at www.anniehouse.org.
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DeKalb Early Glove Capital

The glove factory idea all began when Andrew
Bradt, pursuing the agricultural field, also en-
gaged in selling gloves during severe winters to
dealers in northern Illinois. He purchased the
gloves and mittens from factories in New York.

In 1870, in company with his son, he started a
glove factory in DeKalb but two years later dis-
posed of his interests. Andrew Bradt was the
first man to introduce glove making northwest of
Chicago and first to sell them in this territory.

Andrew’s son, Charles E. Bradt, succeeded in his
father’s profession after graduation from North-
western University. In 1872 he entered into part-
nership with another NU graduate, M.D. Ship-
man.

Actually the main glove factory was at Glov-
ersville, NY, but thousands of gloves and mittens
were produced in DeKalb. The Bradt and Ship-
man Glove Factory carried over 800 different
styles of gloves and mitts and sold about
$400,000 worth of goods annually.

In 1890 Samuel E. Bradt became associated with
the organization. The Bradt and Shipman firm
was practically the first to perfect a separable
button and controlled patents on a good propor-
tion of the patent glove fasteners for a long time.

In 1902 the Gloversville factory was sold to the
U.S. Fastener Company, but both Bradt and
Shipman retained stock and remained on the
board of directors.

In retrospect, Bradt and Shipman weren’t the
only glove manufacturers in DeKalb. In 1880 LA.
Robinson had a glove factory in the basement of
the Glidden House. In 1883 John G. Davy bought
out the DeKalb Glove and Mitten Company
which was active until 1891 when Mott and Wol-
cott were induced to buy him out. The following
year Mott and Wolcott sold out to Bradt and
Shipman.

- DeKalb Daily Chronicle June 8, 1956

Bradt & Shipman Glove Factory, 3rd & Franklin Streets,
DeKalb. Left to right: Henry Rolf, Ed Hunt, Jim Parks, Hor-
ace Griffith. Date unknown. Courtesy Waite Embree Collec-
tion, NIU Archives.

Civil War Trivia . . . During the Civil War an Act was passed that stated: “Any alien, of the age of twenty-one years and
upwards, who has enlisted, or may enlist in the armies of the United States, either the regulars or volunteer forces, and has
been, or may be hereafter, honorably discharged, shall be admitted to become a citizen of the United States, upon his peti-
tion, without any previous declaration of intention to become such; and he shall not be required to prove more than one

year’s residence” (Act of July 17, 1862, 12 Stat. 597, section 21).

Basically, this allowed an honorably discharged Civil War veteran (who fought for the Union) to apply for citizenship without
filing a declaration of intention and without the usual residency requirement. It did not grant him automatic citizenship—he
still had to apply, but the naturalization process was expedited. This legislation was enacted to encourage aliens (non-

citizens) to enlist during the Civil War, and it also applied to later wars. Taken from Jasper County Gleaner, vol. 34, no. 4, November 2011.
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Mystery Letter Returns Home

by Marcia Wilson

Correspondence arrived in my mailbox for DCHGS from
Thomas and Nancy Jake of Centreville, Virginia. En-
closed was an old letter, transcribed below, that the Jakes
explained they found while cleaning out a drawer. As
they recall, the piece of furniture was acquired at a swap
meet or flea market several years ago, and they wanted
to return the letter it to its place of origin, or even family
descendants, if possible. The old hand-written letter was
penned on linen stationary, embossed with
“ENTERPRISE MILL” in a small oval and written by a
granddaughter to her grandfather. The author used a
fountain pen. The letter includes general references to a
few local family and town names, but no specifics. Joiner
History Room “super sleuth” Sheri Baker took on the
challenge of trying to identify the family in the 1865 let-
ter.

Sheri used a standard genealogy practice, i.e. start with
what you know and expand your search. Clues taken
from the letter were: (1) the date and location of the
letter; (2) a reference to Uncle Joshua with “the girls”; (3)
a reference to Aunt Mary Jane; and (4) the writing
style. Sheri said, “I remembered my grandparents lived
near a woman named Hattie and that her given name
was Harriet. Also the writing style seemed to be that of a
mature woman.

“I first checked federal census records for Cortland for
1860 and 1870. When I didn't find someone who could
be a Hattie/Harriet, I checked them for a Joshua who had
at least two girls. Joshua Elliott, wife Mary and daugh-
ters Sarah and Mary were listed in the 1860 census. Us-
ing that surname as a starting point, I researched the El-
liott family and found his sister, Margaret Elliott, who
had married a Nathan Peck. One of their daughters was
So, it ap-
peared that this probably was the correct family. After
Margaret died, Nathan and family moved to Illinois. He

Harriet. Margaret had a sister Mary Jane.

was found in a later census in Cortland.

“A notice in the Sycamore True Republican said Harriet
Peck had married a Henry B. Love. (I could not connect
him to the Loves from DeKalb County.) The 1870 census
records showed Henry and Harriet living with his par-

Cortland DeKalb Co Il
Sept. 24 1865

Dear Grandpa

Your letter reached me day before yesterday and
enclosed I found the $6.25 all right. I was much pleased
to hear from you for I was afraid you were both sick.

Pa is about the same he works some but tonight not so
at all. Mother and myself are quite well. Uncle Joshua’s
folks are all well I went down there last week and
stayed two days with the girls while Uncle and Aunt
went to visit her Father and Mother at Oswego. Uncle
may get out there before my letter reaches you and he
may not go at all. But he talked as though he would go
this week if he could hire a man to do his work. I should
like very much to come out with him but cannot spare
the money now.

I have been to church today heard a very good ser-
mon from a Chicago Methodist Minister I attend Bap-
tist meetings every two weeks and Methodist every two
weeks and Sing in the Chior. And try to be as good as
you wish me. So if God wills I will meet you and other
friends in that better World.

Will Aunt Mary Jane move out to your house as
soone as she is able or is she going to stay in Ashley.
What is her husband doing now? Well give all the
news in general when you write again. It is now bed-
time and I must close for I am going out of town about
one mile tomorrow to stay all day with a family that
are greatly bereaved by the loss of their oldest son he
died today at 5 o’clock PM. He has been sick about
three weeks with a fever he was a young man of 17
years of age. I have been out there two or three days
since he was sick and now I shall go and stay till he is
buried and do what I can to comfort them. Good night
Grandpa please write soon to your own Grandaughter
Hattie.

ents in Albany County, Whiteside, Illinois. They had
three daughters, Lydia, Clara, and Jesse. Lydia died
in September 1869. The 1880 census does not list
Harriet, but Henry is identified as a widower. That
meant that Harried died between 1870-1880. I could
not find where she is buried. Also in the 1880 census,
the two younger daughters, Clara and Jesse, are liv-

ing with their grandparents, the Peck's, in Cortland.”

So, the mystery letter seems to have returned home;
although, since descendants are unknown the letter

has been added to the Joiner History Room archives.
o
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Family Ties: Lucinda Warne Glidden

By Kathy Vance Siebrasse and Jeff ]. Marshall

Lucinda Warne Glidden
played a key role in local
history with her husband
Joseph’s invention of
barbed wire, but her own
family left its mark on the
- northern Illinois region
as well.

Lucinda was the fourth
child of nine born to
Henry and Charity Stires Warne. Lucinda was
born November 29, 1826, in Mount Pleasant,
New Jersey.

Lucinda’s father, Henry Warne, was born Febru-
ary 8, 1791, in New York. He married Charity
Stires before 1822. Henry was a descendant of
Thomas Warne, who was among the first settlers
of the newly established English Colonies of New
Jersey, in about 1652. The King of England at the
time sent fourteen men to establish this colony,
including Thomas Warne.

Henry lived in Hunterton County, New Jersey, in
1826. Later, the family moved to
Geneseo, New York. '

The Warne family came west to the .
Kane County area in 1837. Henry|
and his family settled in Sections 31
and 32, Campton Township, Kane 1
County, just north of Blackberry, in
present-day Elburn.

Henry built a very large log house
on his property, later known as
“The Half-Way House.” There, he
operated a tavern and one of the
most well-known resting places for

travelers in the mid-1800s, halfway between the
county seats of Sycamore in DeKalb County and
Geneva in Kane County. Additionally, it was lo-
cated halfway between Chicago and Oregon, Illi-
nois, along the Rock River. Part of the original
“Oregon Illinois Trail” is visible in a park along
present-day Illinois Route 38, just across the high-
way from the site of Henry Warne’s Half-Way
House. There is a plaque to mark the location of
the trail and it mentions Half-Way House.

Henry Warne’s Half-Way House hosted many
famous people of the time, including Stephen A.
Douglas, Illinois Senator and Democratic nomi-
nee for President in 1860, who lost to Abraham
Lincoln with whom he engaged in a series of
famed debates. Governor William L. Marcy of
New York State, who served three terms 1833-38
and went on to become US Secretary of War for
President James K. Polk, 1845-49, was another
famous guest.

Henry opened the first post office in Campton
Township April 20, 1840, out of his tavern. The
post office was known as Avon. Thus, Henry was
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DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society

fall 2014, vol. 33 no. 3



Cornsilk

10

the first postmaster in Elburn, so the Half-Way
House was also the post office. Later, in about
1845, Avon was decommissioned, but re-opened
July 24, 1849, and renamed Swinton, with Henry
serving as postmaster.

During the 1850 federal census for Illinois, Henry
was living in Campton Township, Kane County.
For the 1860 Campton Township census, Henry
had $6,500 of real estate and $1,000 of personal
property. Charity died February 26, 1864. Henry
died a little over one year later, March 29, 1865.
They are buried together in Blackberry Cemetery,
on the southern edge of Elburn, Kane County,

Illinois.

Lucinda also was related
to the famous and
wealthy John Warne “Bet
a Million” Gates, founder
of Texaco Oil. Sources
indicate Lucinda’s father,
Henry, and Gates’ grand-
father, John Warne, were
brothers who married
sisters Charity and Sarah
Stires. John and Sarah’s
daughter ~Mary was
mother of John “Bet a Million.” In fact, when
young “Bet a Million Gates” wanted to get into
selling barbed wire in Texas, Mary counted on
her family ties by requesting Lucinda write a
letter of introduction to Isaac Ellwood for her son
(according to the book Bet A Million! The Story of
John W. Gates, by Lloyd Wendt and Herman
Kogan, 1948).

The rest is history, as they say, for John W. Gates
succeeded in barbed wire sales and many other
lucrative ventures. After a reportedly rocky start,
he and Isaac Ellwood developed business part-
nerships and a colorful lifelong friendship.

Henry Warne’s Half-Way House is also where
Lucinda first met and was courted by Joseph
Glidden. Glidden had the contract to carry mail
from Elburn to Grand Detour, and it is on that
stop that he first met and then courted Lucinda.
Glidden’s signature is among those that appear
on receipts from the Half-Way House.

Joseph and Lucinda married in Kane County on
October 6, 1850, and started their married life in
DeKalb in a simple log cabin. Joseph’s first wife,
Clarissa Foster, had died in 1844, and their two
sons and daughter had died in childhood. Joseph
and Lucinda’s only child, a daughter, Elva
Frances, was born in 1852.

In 1853, when the Galena & Chicago Union Rail-
road came to DeKalb, Joseph gave the rail line
right-of-way through the south end of his proper-
ty. The crew of the first train was invited into the
Gliddens” humble cabin, where Lucinda, as gra-
cious hostess, served them breakfast. The cabin
was located where a Burger King now exists on
Lincoln Highway, in front Glidden’s brick barn
that still stands on the property.

When Lucinda complained to her husband about
her flower beds being ruined by animals, Joseph
looked for a solution. It was Lucinda’s wire hair-
pins that Joseph used to create a prototype for his
new fencing made of barbed wire. His friend, the
blacksmith Phineas Vaughan, helped him fashion
a coffee grinder into a machine for creating the
barbed tangs to fasten onto the twisted metal
wire.

In 1876, Joseph built the Glidden House Hotel, a
three-story hotel located at the northeast corner
of Lincoln Highway and Second Street. In 1878
Joseph and Lucinda left the farmstead and
moved permanently to the hotel.

Joseph and Lucinda were generous benefactors,
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MAIN STREET, DE KALB, ILL,

Y
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The three-story Glidden House hotel became home to Joe and Lucinda after they moved off
the farm. Located on Main Street, now Lincoln Hwy., it burned in 1960. Today, the one-story
building at the corner at Lincoln and Second Street houses Diamond Tour Golf. It was formerly

occupied by Schultz Brothers variety story.

and shared their wealth with the communi-
ty. When the Congregational Church was build-
ing a new church in 1885, and went over budget,
the Gliddens and the Isaac Ellwoods came for-
ward with the necessary funds to complete the
church. Perhaps the Gliddens’ greatest gift was
that of the sixty-four acres they donated for the
Northern Illinois State Normal School in 1895,
today’s Northern Illinois University.

Lucinda died October 28, 1895, in Chicago, at the
home of her daughter, Elva Glidden Bush, after
an extended illness. At her funeral at the Glid-
den Hotel, friends remembered her as a kind-
hearted woman, especially in her care of the sick.

The role Lucinda played in bringing Northern
Illinois State Normal School to DeKalb came to
light in an article about her death in the local
newspaper. It was reported that “among her last
and most noble acts—when disease and death
had marked her for their own—she placed her

name to the instrument
that gave to her fellow
citizens and the public,
“the beauty spot in her
‘old homestead that she
loved and cherished
above all other earthly
. possessions, that DeK-
|alb might secure and
" forever enjoy the bene-
B fits accruing from a
great public institution
in which the higher ed-
ucation should be gra-
tuitously furnished, and
thus aid in ennobling
American manhood
and womanhood. By so
doing she became a
public benefactor, and
her death is and should
be mourned by the citizens of our whole com-
monwealth, as well as of her own city she served
so well.”

The article described Lucinda as a woman who
spent the greater portion of her married life “in
the humble sphere of a farmer’s wife, which
sphere she graced, as she did all subsequent posi-
tions, with her womanly virtues; neither ruffled
by the frowns or made ostentatious by the smiles
of fortune, the same kind-hearted generous wom-
an under all the varying circumstances of life in
which she found herself placed.”

Lucinda was known for providing care and aid to
the sick and less fortunate; and also for her nee-
dlework, which she bestowed as gifts to her
friends. An example of her fine needlework is
currently on display in “The Glidden Women”
exhibit at the Glidden Homestead and Historical
Center in DeKalb. Lucinda’s name is perpetuated
in Lucinda Avenue, DeKalb.
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Discovery in a Suitcase
by Orrin Merritt

One never knows where the next artifact will be
discovered, and that is a persistent theme at the
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Museum. One day I
was checking out the suitcases that are stored on
the railroad dolly that is put out in front of the
Depot each Pioneer Day. All of the suitcases
seemed empty as I lifted them, so I was not ex-
pecting to find much more than vintage dust
from my efforts.

Not the “case” this time. One suitcase contained
several artifacts, along with a story about them!
When does that happen? Not very often.

The story was written on two small sheets of
lined paper:

Martha Lucille Sester born in Burlington, IL Jan.
18 1914. Parents Joseph and Elizabeth Sester. I
know she graduated from Genoa High School June
2,1932. I don’t know the year that the Sester fam-
ily moved to Genoa but it must have been in the
early “20s or even late teens of 1900.

Brothers and sisters in order of birth —Isabel M.
Sester, Clara Sester Nelson, Joseph R. Sester,
(Martha) and Raymond (Bub) Sester and adopted
sister Berry Lou Sester (Jackson).

In mid 1930s Martha Sester performed a skit as
“Susie String Bean” in local shows as well as on
the WLS Barn Dance in Chicago. The script for
that show is enclosed.

The costume she wore was to portray her as a
“country bumpkin.” She applied black wax to
some of her front teeth to make it appear they were
missing. She wore her black hair in two exaggerat-
ed pig tails that stuck straight out and were tied
with red string or ribbon. The high top shoes that

she wore were made at the Genoa Shoe Factory.
P.S. Betty Jackson, who is now living in Califor-
nia, said she will search for a picture or other in-
formation about the shows that they participated
in. The performances must have occurred about
1934 through 1939 or thereabouts.

Along with this note, a pair of black high-top Selz
shoes, a pair of pantaloons, some thick flesh-
colored stockings, a black and red garter belt, a
three-quarter length dress, and a two-page script
of the play were also found in the suitcase.

This portion of the script reflects the character of

Josie played by Martha Sester:

M.C.: Well, for goodness sakes, who is this? (Josie is
in the audience, and volunteers to come on
stage.)

Josie:  Well, my name’s Josie but you can call me
“Toots’. (Boys yell "Hi, there Toots’.)

M.C.: Well, what do you want?

Josie: I want to get on the air.

M.C.: What can you do?

Josie: I can sing. (She runs scales.)

M.C.: That’s what you think. What kind of voice do
you call that?

Josie: Well, the last teacher I had called it a mess-o-
soprano.

More of the script is available to review at the
museum, along with Toots’s clothes.
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Diary of “the War”

In honor of the 100" anniversary of World War I, the following is reprinted from a 1921 little black
compendium of information titled Saalfield’s Diary 1921.

The following chronology is compiled from official and

Diary of the War

authentic reports.

1914
July 28
Aug 1
Aug 3
Aug 4
Aug 10
Aug 11
Aug 23
Aug 28
Oct 16
Nov 5

1915
Jan 19
Feb 5
Apr 25
May 7
May 23
June 6
Oct 4
Oct 12

1916
Jan 6
Mar 8
Apr 4
Apr 24
June 5
July 10
Aug 27

Oct 7
Oct 8
Nov 4
Dec 12

1917

Feb 1
Feb 3
Apr 2
Apr 4
Apr 6

Apr9

Austria declared war against Serbia
Germany declared war on Russia
Germany declared war on France
England declared war on Germany
France declared war on Austria
England declared war on Austria
Japan declared war on Germany
First naval battle off Helgoland
Canadian troops arrived in England
England declared war on Turkey

Norfolk attacked by German airships

Army estimates 3,000,000 men

Allies land troops in the Dardanelles

Liner Lusitania sunk, 1100 lost

Italy declared war on Austria

Zeppelin raided England, 24 killed

Loan of $500,000,000 to Great Britain and France
Edith Cavell, English nurse, executed at Brussels

Great Britain adopts conscription

Germany declared war on Portugal

British budget $9,000,000,000, largest in history
Irish revolt in Dublin, 12 killed

Earl Kitchener and staff drowned

Deutschland reaches Baltimore

Romania declares war on Austria

Germany declares war on Romania

U-53, German submarine, arrived at Newport, RI
U-53 sinks five ships off Nantucket
Deutschland reaches Lew London

Germany proposes peace

Germany declares U-boat blockade

President Wilson breaks relations with Germany
President Wilson asks Congress to declare war
Senate votes for war, 82 to 6

House votes for war, 373 to 50

President Wilson signs declaration of war
Austria breaks relations with U.S.

Apr 20
Apr 24
Apr 28
May 2

May 17
May 18
June 5

June 8
June 12

July 20

Sept 3
Sept 29

Oct 1
Oct 6
Oct 7
Nov 10

Dec 10
Dec 19

1918
Feb 6
Mar 13
Mar 20
Apr 6
June 5
Aug 24
Sept 12
Sept 28
Nov 9
Nov 11

Dec 4

1919

Apr. 21
June 22
June 28

Length of War:
Cost of War:

Brazil breaks relations with Germany

Turkey breaks relations with U.S.

President Wilson signs $7,000,000,000 bond issue
Guatemala breaks with Germany

U.S. floats $2,000,000,000 Liberty Loan

Socialist leader becomes war minister of Russia
President Wilson signs select service bill
Registration Day for 10,000,000 men between the
ages of 21 and 31

Gen. Pershing arrives in London

Allies force King Constantine of Greece to retire and
is succeeded by his second son, Alexander.

Drafting takes place in Washington

Kerensky and his party took office

Riga captured by Germans

Paul Bola Pasha, a Levantine resident of Paris, was
arrested as a German spy upon information furnished
by the U.S., which implicated him in the handling of
vast sums of money for peace propaganda

Second Liberty Loan begins

Peru severs diplomatic relations with Germany
Uruguay severs diplomatic relations with Germany
Kerensky and his party were succeeded by Lenin
and Trotsky

Fall of Jerusalem

Director General McAdoo takes charge of all rail
roads

Troopship Tuscania torpedoed
Odessa taken by Germans

Second draft ordered

Third Liberty Loan

Registration Day

Third draft, men 21 yrs. since June 5
Fourth draft, 18 to 45 yrs.

Fourth Liberty Loan

Kaiser and Crown Prince abdicate
Armistice signed and hostilities cease as Mons is
captured by Americans

President Wilson sails for Paris

Fifth Victory Liberty Loan
Weimar Assembly accepts peace terms
Germany signs peace terms

1,567 days
$200,000,000,000
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Little-Known Words for Specific Family Members

The words we use for family members in the English language are specific about some things, and vague about oth-
ers. Our vocabulary marks a distinction between our mother and her sisters —some languages use the same word
for mother and maternal aunts. But English doesn't distinguish whether siblings are older or younger —some lan-
guages have different words for brother and sister depending on their age relative to you. We lack words that pick
out particular family members. We have "cousin,” but what about specifics for something like child-of-my-father’s-
brother? We have "siblings” for brothers-and-sisters, but what about nieces-and-nephews? Here are 11 unusual

English kinship words for family members.

1. PATRUEL

Child of your paternal uncle. Also, a child of your
own brother. It hasn't gotten a lot of use in the past
few centuries, but it was once convenient to have a
term for this relationship because it factored into
royal succession considerations. The first citation
for it in the OED, from 1538, reads, "Efter his patru-
ell deid withoutin contradictioun he wes king."

2. AVUNCLE

Your mother's brother. Latin distinguished be-
tween patruus, father's brother, and avunculus,
mother's brother. (There was also amita, father's
sister, and matertera, mother's sister.) It's the root of
the word "avuncular,” meaning "having to do with
uncles" or "uncle-like" (i.e., kind and friendly, like
an uncle). You won't find the word avuncle in the
dictionary, but it has been used in anthropology
texts and in papers concerning royal matters.

3. NIBLINGS

Your nieces and nephews. You won't find this in
the dictionary either, but use of this term seems to
be growing among favorite aunts and uncles who
want an easy way to refer to their little bundles of
sibling-provided joy in a collective or gender-
neutral way.

4. FADU

Your father's sister. Latin amita covers this relation-
ship, but we don't have to reach that far back to
find an English equivalent. Old English made a dis-
tinction between aunts and uncles depending on
whether they were maternal or paternal. We lost all
that when we borrowed the more general "aunt"
and "uncle" from French.

5. MODRIGE

Your mother's sister. Old English

6. FEDRA

Your father's brother. Old English

7. EAM

Your mother's brother. It survived in some dialects
as "eme," with a more general meaning of uncle or
friend, into the 19th century.

8. BROTHER-UTERINE

Your half-brother from the same mother. A term
used in old legal documents or other discussions of
inheritance and succession. Half-siblings of the
same mother are "uterine" and of the same father
are "consanguine."

9. BROTHER-GERMAN

Full brother, sharing both parents. Nothing to do
with Germany. The "german" here is related to
"germane," which originally meant "of the same
parents" and later came to mean just related or rele-
vant.

10. DOUBLE COUSIN

Full full cousin, sharing all four grandparents.
Comes about when a pair of sisters marries a pair
of brothers.

11. MACHETONIM

The parents of your child's spouse. Your child's in-
laws. Ok, this is a Yiddish word, but one that, like a
lot of Yiddish words, has poked its way into Eng-
lish because it fills a gap. When it comes to mar-
riage, this can be a very important relationship, so
it’s good to have a word for it. If your parents get
along with their machetonim, the family —the
whole mishpocheh —will be happier.

Taken from: http.//mentalfloss.com/article/54486/11-
little-known-words-specific-family-members
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If you have been reading local media, you
already know that the communiversity
| effort of Associate Professor Diane Rodgers
71 and her NIU graduate students resulted in
Ao local landmark status for the 1917 Majakka

W Finnish Temperance Hall, unanimously
approved by the DeKalb City Council in
#| 2013.

Based in part upon Joan Metzger's research, Rodg-

ers described the structure in the proposal:
The building located at 1021 State Street was
built and used as a Temperance Hall by the ear-
ly Finnish immigrants of DeKalb. The founda-
tion was laid in 1917 and the completed build-
ing was dedicated in 1918. The building con-
struction was supervised by Samuel O. Elson
and Peter Korpela of the Finnish community
and built by local Finns. Its architectural style
represents the American vernacular tradition of
a rural hall. The former Temperance Hall is a
large, majestic building often mistaken as a
church. It has a prominent tower toward the
front of the building and large windows on all
sides. The front doors of the Hall open to a
small foyer complete with the original “ticket
booth.”

Featuring

DeKalb Area Women’s Center

cony contained the Society’s lending library.
The door to the basement has the original entry
booth as well, since this area served as a cafete-
ria for Finnish workman from nearby factories.

The building has largely retained its original
exterior and interior architectural design with
minor modifications for ADA compliance....
The building features the original internal
woodwork of the stage, floor, balcony, and
stairways.

With a recent $6,000 Community Needs Grant
from DeKalb County Community Foundation
(DCCEF) for repair of the porch and roof and to pre-
vent water leakage into the basement, Landmarks
Illinois awarded a $1,000 matching grant. Addi-
tionally, through the DCCF-sponsored Give Local
DeKalb County event on May 6, an additional
$3,000 was raised from both individual donations
and a large donation from the Finnish-American
Society of the Midwest for stabilization/ preserva-
tion needs. Local contractors R. W. Keys and Son,
experienced in historic restoration will be perform-
ing the stabilization and repairs. In-kind as well as
monetary donations are still needed.

A $400 “emergency” Opportunity Grant was also
received from DCCF for hiring an animal control

The Hall was used for many activi-
ties, including performances of
music or theatre, reflecting Tem-
perance or Finnish cultural themes.
The stage built for the Hall re-
mains intact today. A balcony
across from the stage features two
stairways on either side. This bal-

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society

Visit DAWC at
1021 State Street, DeKalb
815-758-1351
e-mail: dawc@niu.edu

Open Gallery Hours
Fridays, 7-9 p.m.

specialist with a trapper’s license
to trap and relocate a raccoon fam-
ily who had become a threat to the
building.

Excerpted from DeKalb Area Women's
Center July/August 2014 newsletter.

Admission by donation
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DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries

May 16, 2014-Aug. 15, 2014

ISSUE KEY

ABN = Aurora Beacon News

BEVG = Beverage Funeral Home

DMH = Dieterle Memorial Funeral Home
LNP/LNY = Larson-Nelson Funeral Home

TEE/TES/TEP = Turner Eichner Funeral Home
BURK = Burkhard Funeral Home

KCR = Kendall County Record

SR = Sandwich Record

compiled by Joiner History Room and Kristy Gravlin VL = Valley Life NONE = DEKALE DALY CHRONIE Funeral Home

‘ LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE DEATH DATE RESIDED IN ISSUE DATE SOURCE
Adams Gloria Jean (Broesch) 64 5/24/2014 Portage WI; Lake Holiday IL; Oswego IL 5/24/2014 Nelson FH
Allen Delores Catherine (Allen) 81 5/31/2014 Lake Cormorant MS; Peoria IL; Sandwich IL ~ 5/31/2014 Turner FH
Allen Joyce Marie (Finnestad) 83 8/11/2014 Malta IL; DeKalb IL; Sandwich IL 8/12/2014 ABN
Anderson Elaine M. 79 7/31/2014 DeKalb 8/2/2014
Anderson Kathryn L. 90 6/24/2014 DeKalb, Malta 6/26/2014
Andreasen Eick Andrew 45 7/22/2014 DeKalb, Maryland 7/30/2014
Aurand Pauline 84 7/14/2014 DeKalb 7/17/2014
Balch Vivian 85 6/2/2014 Cortland 6/3/2014
Bartosik Seth M. 20 6/26/2014 Cortland, Elign 6/30/2014
Bazos Louis 78 5/29/2014 DeKalb, Greece 6/3/2014
Beilke Carol Eileen 74 5/22/2014 DeKalb, Ohio 5/24/2014
Bell Barbara June (Adair) 90 7/9/2014 Coles Co. IL; Charleston IL; Sandwich IL 7/9/2014 Adams FH
Benjamin Dorothy May (McLean) 83 5/27/2014 Ottawa IL; Sandwich IL; DeKalb IL 6/5/2014 KCR
Bennett Jr. Earl Frank 76 6/27/2014 DeKalb, Rockford 7/1/2014
Bird Gordon William 99 6/16/2014 DeKalb, Minnesota 7/23/2014
Brigham Sr. Dr. Robert J. 90 5/25/2014 DeKalb, Marion 5/28/2014
Brizz Cheri A.  (Armentrout) 70 bef 6/13/14 Sandwich IL 6/17/2014 VL
Burgweger Elizabeth Brownwyn 65 4/3/2014 Kirkland, Evanston, Wisconsin 8/2/2014
Byars Edward Luther 65 6/10/2014 DeKalb, lowa 6/12/2014
Callahan Lois L. 96 7/6/2014 Sycamore, Morrison 7/8/2014
Campbell Carol A. (Gladson) 70 6/10/2014 Pinckneyville IL; Sandwich IL 6/11/2014 Burkart FH
Carlson Herbert L. 71 6/5/2014 Chicago IL; Sandwich IL; DeKalb IL 6/17/2014 VL
Carr George R. "Russ" 85 7/1/2014 Cortland, DeKalb 713/2014
Cederholm Fred W. 64 6/22/2014 DeKalb, Creston, 6/24/2014
Chuk Charles M. 58 5/22/2014 Hammond IN; Oswego IL; Somonauk IL 5/25/2014 ABN
Clark Nancy Marie (Duffek) 70 6/12/2014 Chicago IL; Romeoville IL; Sandwich IL 6/19/2014 KCR
Clark Arthur Richard "Dick" 81 6/21/2014 DeKalb, Dahligren 6/24/2014
Collings Lowell Edward "Ed" 92 7/26/2014 Sycamore, Indiana 7/29/2014
Conley Cynthia L. (Voss) 48 6/23/2014 Sandwich IL; Sonomauk IL 6/23/2014 Turner FH
Corbin Eloise B. 82 7/1/2014 Cortland, DeKalb 7/2/2014
Crawford Debra R. 59 6/11/2014 Genoa, Sycamore 6/13/2014
Cutlip Wilma May 82 71312014 DeKalb, Tennessee 7/8/2014
Dahlberg Patricia J. 86 6/29/2014 DeKalb, Pennsylvania 7/5/2014
Dailey Richard E. "Daddio" 81 5/25/2014 DeKalb, Indiana 5/28/2014
Dellinger Dean M. 85 5/30/2014 DeKalb, California 7/5/2014
Diab Anna M. 70 7/17/2014 DeKalb, Rockford 7/24/2014
Diedrich Donna M. 86 5/24/2014 DeKalb, Scales Mound 5/26/2014
Dorazio Michael Nicholas 81 8/13/2014 Monroe MI; DeKalb IL; Aurora IL 8/15/2014 ABN
Dorenbos Penny Jean (Hampton) 49 71512014 DeKalb, Sterling 7/8/2014
Doss Edward Hazen 94 6/24/2014 Chicago IL; Sandwich IL; Aransas Pass TX 7/10/2014 KCR
Duffy Carolyn L. ( Johnson) 89 7/4/2014 DeKalb Co IL; Shabbona IL; Sandwich IL 7/6/2014 ABN
Dulin Dennis J. 79 3/13/2014 DeKalb, Florida 7/15/2014
Dulohery Curtis V. 69 6/30/2014 DeKalb, Texas, Minnesota 7/3/2014
Duncan-Hansen Myrtle A. 7 5/21/2014 DeKalb, Wisconsin 5/23/2014
Ebel Il Albert Q. 96 6/22/2014 DeKalb, Algonquin, Missouri 6/24/2014
Eberly Cleo Shirley (Snoke) 79 8/12/2014 Lee IL; DeKalb IL; Hinckley IL 8/12/2014 Nelson FH
Ebert Carl Ernst 82 5/27/2014 Chicago IL; Sandwich IL 6/26/2014 KCR
Engstrom Dawn D. (Franciscy) 83 7/10/2014 Warrenville IL; Sandwich IL 7/17/2014 KCR
Ernest Leroy J. "Lee" 78 6/22/2014 Chicago IL; Brookfield IL; Sandwich IL 6/26/2014 KCR
Ester Laverne "Shorty" 87 7/21/2014 Kirkland, DeKalb 7/24/2014
Feeney Kathryn L. 92 7/30/2014 DeKalb, Chicago 8/1/2014
Fields Arthur N. 83 8/12/2014 DeKalb IL; Waterman IL; DeKalb IL 8/12/2014 Nelson FH
Fischer Forest "Jack" 91 7/7/2014 Cicero WI; Sheridan IL; Sandwich IL 7/29/2014 VL
Fischer Geraldine "Gerry" (Schaeffer) 94 5/15/2014 Sandwich; Somonauk; Leland; Ottawa 5/22/2014 KCR
Fletcher William Jason 88 71712014 DeKalb, Boone County 8/9/2014
Florian Rosina (Lehner) 87 8/5/2014 Ruma Yugoslovia.; Plano IL; Sandwich IL 8/6/2014 Turner FH
Forrester Nancy M. 70 7/10/2014 DeKalb, Florida 7/15/2014
Gabriel Steven A. 25 5/31/2014 DeKalb, Lake Zurich 6/3/2014
Gochee Dorothy L. 88 8/11/2014 DeKalb, Lee, Creston 8/12/2014
Gommel Martha A. 92 7/22/2014 Malta, Rockford, Indiana 7/24/2014
Grimes Dale Sattler (MD) 84 7/31/2014 North Vernon IN; Lyons Twp IL; Sandwich IL  8/14/2014 KCR
Haeffner Ervin Leroy 87 8/9/2014 Sycamore, Missouri 8/11/2014
Haendel Marie Louise 84 8/1/2014 DeKalb, Rockford, Wisconsin 8/5/2014
Hay Leland Glen 87 7/2/2014 Sycamore, Mackinaw 7/8/2014
Hayes Irene E. 93 8/5/2014 Sycamore, Chicago 8/7/2014
Hegland Donald Eugene 77 7/21/2014 DeKalb, Elburn 7/26/2014
Herrmann Marcella (Bastian) 93 6/30/2014 Hinckley, Virginia 7/2/2014
Herrmann R. Michael 60 6/19/2014 Sycamore, DeKalb 6/28/2014
Hershberger Dr. Wayne A. 83 8/1/2014 DeKalb, Ohio, Florida 8/5/2014
Hester Marian Alice (Griswold) 85 5/28/2014 Sandwich IL; Yorkville IL; Oswego IL 5/28/2014 Nelson FH
Hill Burdette Wayne 75 6/15/2014 Moline IL; Sandwich IL 6/15/2014 Burkhart FH
Holliday Teresa K. 53 6/12/2014 Sycamore 6/14/2014
Houghman Ruby Catherine (White) 83 7/22/2014 Lisle; Downers Grove; Sandwich; Yorkville 7/29/2014 VL
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DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries

May 16, 2014-Aug. 15, 2014
compiled by Joiner History Room and Kristy Gravlin

ISSUE KEY

ABN = Aurora Beacon News

BEVG = Beverage Funeral Home

DMH = Dieterle Memorial Funeral Home
LNP/LNY = Larson-Nelson Funeral Home
VL = Valley Life

TEE/TES/TEP = Turner Eichner Funeral Home
BURK = Burkhard Funeral Home

KCR = Kendall County Record
SR = Sandwich Record
FH = Funeral Home

NONE = DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE

‘ LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE DEATH DATE RESIDED IN ISSUE DATE SOURCE
Hull Larry E. 74 5/30/2014 DeKalb, lowa 6/3/2014
Hunt Thomas Richard "Dick" 81 5/29/2014 Waterman 5/31/2014
Hunyard Robert J. 94 5/30/2014 DeKalb, Chicago 6/2/2014
Irbeck Deborah "Smitty" (Smidt) 52 5/18/2014 Sac City IA; Sandwich IL; Aurora IL 5/20/2014 ABN
James Rita Ann (Smith) 51 8/1/2014 Aurora IL, Big Rock IL, Sandwich IL 8/1/2014 Nelson FH
Jensen James A. 86 6/2/2014 DeKalb IL; Hinckley IL; DeKalb IL 6/5/2014 ABN
Jeske Dorothy "Jan" Tamlyn 80 7/27/2014 DeKalb, Pennsylvania 7/29/2014
Johnson Thomas M. 58 8/1/2014 Aurora IL; Sandwich IL 717/2014 KCR
Johnson Marion M. 94 7/19/2014 DeKalb, Wisconsin 7/22/2014
Jones Kenneth B. 69 5/13/2014 Eagle River WI; Sandwich IL; Phoenix AZ 5/29/2014 KCR
Kakoliris Anthony Paul "Tony" 46 7/26/2014 Chicago IL; DeKalb IL 7/29/2014 ABN
Kammes Robert A. 87 6/12/2014 Sycamore, Aurora 6/21/2014
Keeney James L. 77 71212014 DeKalb, lowa 7/8/2014
Kempson Marion 97 8/11/2014 Sycamore, DeKalb, lowa 8/13/2014
Klaiss Stanley, Sr. 76 6/8/2014 Kankakee IL; Genoa IL 6/12/2014 ABN
Klaiss Sr. Stanley L. 75 6/8/2014 Genoa, Kankakee 6/12/2014
Klingenberg Jeannette A. "Jo" 84 6/14/2014 Sycamore, Elgin 6/16/2014
Koca Jr. Richard L. 71 6/1/2014 Cortland, Chicago 6/4/2014
Krapausky Michael A. "Turk" 56 5/24/2014 Sandwich IL; Maywood IL 6/3/2014 VL
Lahti Theodore R. 74 6/29/2014 Sycamore, lowa 7/1/2014
Larson Ruth A. (Way) 91 7/13/2014 Sandwich IL; Newark IL; Sandwich IL 7/15/2014 ABN
Larson Lucille O. 101 5/28/2014 Shabbona, DeKalb 5/30/2014
LaSanska James Gary 71 6/3/2014 Aurora IL; Kingston IL 6/5/2014 ABN
Lavender William Robert 85 6/15/2014 Genoa, West Virginia 6/17/2014
Lemke Helen E. (Neuhauser) 99 7/19/2014 Sandwich IL 7/24/2014 KCR
Maijcina Dorothy A. 87 7/25/2014 DeKalb, Ottawa 7/29/2014
Mancuso Karen Helene 75 6/12/2014 DeKalb, Florida 6/16/2014
Mcintosh Karen L. (Pampinella) 64 6/10/2014 Chicago IL; Somonauk IL 6/10/2014 Nelson FH
McMillion Maria (Hongisto) 51 6/9/2014 DeKalb, Michigan 6/11/2014
McNair Emery Grace 9mo 6/8/2014 Park Ridge IL; Sandwich IL; Park Ridge IL 6/8/2014 Nelson FH
Medine Blanche (Miller) 95 6/25/2014 Sycamore, Belmont 6/27/2014
Meger Harris A. 98 5/17/2014 Hinckley, Michigan 5/24/2014
Mesa Olivia 58 6/10/2014 Sycamore, Elk Grove 6/11/2014
Meyer Mary M. (Fox) 82 5/14/2014 Victor Twp IL; Somonauk IL 5/16/2014 ABN
Mihm Charlotte R. 91 7/26/2014 Shabbona, DeKalb, Wisconsin 7/31/2014
Miller Raymond [Knights] 63 7/2/2014 IL; Sandwich IL; San Marcos CA 7/17/12014 KCR
Molnar John 85 6/23/2014 Aurora; Montgomery & Peoria; Somonauk 6/25/2014 ABN
Montavon Gladys Regina 89 6/2/2014 DeKalb, Oregon 6/10/2014
Monteiro Marcella Marion (Larson) 79 7/11/2014 Waterman IL, DeKalb IL 7/13/2014 Nelson FH
Mosley Mary Elizabeth 99 7/8/2014 Sycamore, Arizona 7/17/12014
Murphy Dorothy J.  (Davis) 90 7/24/2014 Ramsey IL; Sandwich IL 7/26/2014 ABN
Myers Genevieve M. 90 7/18/2014 DeKalb, Sublette 7/24/2014
Naker Barbara Jean (Mowers) 75 7/10/2014 Belvidere IL; DeKalb IL 7/24/2014 KCR
Nelson Vivian 88 7/14/2014 Malta, Rochelle 7/17/12014
Newlun Sr. Leroy C. 68 7/7/12014 DeKalb, Wisconsin 7/9/2014
Nielsen Juanita Price 92 5/24/2014 Shabbona, Kansas 5/24/2014
Nitz Verdell A. 84 6/2/2014 DeKalb, Tampico 6/4/2014
Oakleaf Marilyn L. 87 6/29/2014 Kirkland, Chicago 7/2/2014
Olsen-McAllister Ethan A. 0 7/18/2014 Cortland 7/21/2014
Pall Victor 78 6/18/2014 Aurora IL; Sandwich IL 6/19/2014 ABN
Patrick Samuel E. 90 7/20/2014 Kirkland, Oklahoma 7/23/2014
Paver Erik S. 41 7/127/2014 Sandwich, Evanston 8/5/2014
Pence Harold Owen 83 6/5/2014 Richmond MO; Millbrook; Sandwich; Naperville 6/8/2014 ABN
Phillippo Kenneth A. "Ken" 78 6/4/2014 Kankakee IL; Sandwich IL; Naperville IL 7/10/2014 KCR
Phillips Dorothy V. (Miller) 97 8/4/2014 DeKalb Co IL; Hinckley IL; Sandwich IL 8/8/2014 Nelson FH
Plesa Michael G. 90 5/30/2014 DeKalb, Chicago 6/4/2014
Powell Austin D. 21 8/3/2014 Genoa, DeKalb 8/6/2014
Prestia Michael V. 63 7/11/2014 Genoa, Chicago 7/15/2014
Ragsdale Jr. Kenneth Ellwood 61 6/18/2014 DeKalb, Minnesota 6/23/2014
Rebel Norma Jean (Lane) 80 4/16/2014 DeKalb, Florida 6/18/2014
Reynolds Leonard T. 69 7/28/2014 Sycamore, Oak Park 7/30/2014
Rishel Viola M. 91 71712014 DeKalb, Rochelle, Elgin 7/9/2014
Rohrer Shirley K. 70 6/5/2014 DeKalb 6/6/2014
Rosenfeld Robert D. 81 7/8/2014 Sycamore 7/10/2014
Russell Janet E. 88 8/6/2014 Genoa, Durand 8/8/2014
Sanders Inez L. 91 6/26/2014 DeKalb, Mayfield Township 6/27/2014
Sawyer Doris M (Sibree) 87 7/4/2014 New London CT; Leland IL; Shabbona IL 71512014 Turner FH
Schulz Steven E. 23 7/9/2014 Sycamore 7/12/2014
Schwarze Irene 91 8/7/2014 DeKalb, Colorado 8/14/2014
Scott Frances M. 93 7/30/2014 Sycamore 8/2/2014
Sellner Mercedes "Marcy" 89 7/20/2014 Sycamore, Minnesota 7/23/2014
Senteney Steven R. 62 8/3/2014 DeKalb, Great Lakes 8/13/2014
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Shaw Tyler J. 23 5/23/2014 DeKalb, Elk Grove 5/27/2014

Short Harold R. 77  7/20/2014 Casey IL; Sandwich IL; Somonauk IL 7/20/2014 Turner FH
Simikowski George 85 7/6/2014 Chicago IL; Sandwich IL; Aurora IL 7/6/2014 Nelson FH
Simmonds Pamela 63  8/8/2014 DeKalb 8/9/2014

Smith Valorie Jean Meadows Hattner 56 7/1/2014 Aurora IL; Sandwich IL; Mendota IL 7/1/2014 Nelson FH
Smith Laura (Holland) 55  6/2/2014 DeKalb, Texas 6/9/2014

Spencer Dorothy E. 91 7/15/2014 Kirkland, lowa 7/22/2014

Spurlin Sarah B. 66  6/1/2014 DeKalb, Amboy 6/3/2014

Stewart Joyce M. 88  1/28/2014 DeKalb, Minnesota 5/24/2014

Stoddard Kenneth Uphoff 93  6/29/2014 Malta, Nebraska 7/1/2014

Strausberger Mildred A. 95  5/25/2014 Florida, DeKalb, Elgin 6/2/2014

Strausberger Thomas D. 94  8/1/2014 DeKalb, Florida 8/11/2014

Strobhar Shayla Cecilia 11 5/17/2014 Winfield IL, Hinckley IL 5/17/2014 Nelson FH
Stryker Wayne K. 85  7/14/2014 Waterman, DeKalb 7/18/2014

Stuts George Michael 69  5/27/2014 Cortland, Ohio 5/30/2014

Suppeland Claretta Grace "Lett" 86  2/8/2014 Cortland, Colorado 7/22/2014

Swan Allen C. 73 5/24/2014 Aurora, Elburn 5/28/2014

Swan Jr. Howard A. 77 7/19/2014 DeKalb, Michigan 7/22/2014

Tripp Glenda Mae (Allen) 75  5/11/2014 Geneva IL; Plano IL; Somonauk IL 5/22/2014 KCR
Verderamo Nicholas E. 52 8/12/2014 Baltimore MD; DeKalb IL; Sandwich IL  8/13/2014 Burkhart FH
Voyles Ruth 92 7/24/2014 DeKalb 7/28/2014

Wade William E. "Bill" 82 6/11/2014 Plano IL; Sandwich IL 6/13/2014 ABN
Wahl Allie E. 98  7/2/2014 DeKalb 7/4/2014

Waltsak Vivian 85  8/4/2014 DeKalb, New York 8/7/2014

Wasey Doris W. 95  7/22/2014 DeKalb, Michigan, Wyoming, Colorado  7/24/2014

Wellman John F. "Jack" 75  7/9/2014 DeKalb, Louisiana 7/18/2014

Wells Richard R. 72 7/9/2014 DeKalb, Decatur 7/12/2014

Wennlund Roger 86  5/31/2014 DeKalb 6/5/2014

Wensmann Joyce 72 7/13/2014 Sycamore, Nevada 7/17/2014

Werhane Robert L. 83  6/10/2014 DeKalb, Chicago 6/12/2014

Wickstrom Mildred G. 93  7/29/2014 DeKalb, Chicago 7/30/2014

Wilkening Dolores E. (Rohde) 76 7/2/2014 Palatine IL; Hinckley IL 7/3/2014 ABN
Wilkinson Karen E. 76 6/22/2014 Waterman, Missouri 6/30/2014

Williams Jim A 66  5/24/2014 DeKalb, Florida, Texas 6/4/2014

Williams Linda Holder 74 4/24/2014 Genoa 7/21/2014

Wilson Walter 98  7/13/2014 Sycamore, Clare 7/15/2014

Winebaugh Vivian Jean 69  6/4/2014 St Louis MO; Sandwich IL 6/5/2014 ABN
Woodruff Jr. Robert T. 84  5/18/2014 DeKalb 6/6/2014

Worden Mark Evan 59  6/19/2014 Kirkland, Rockford, Lake Forest 6/26/2014

Youngberg Linda Healey 68  8/9/2014 Sycamore, Texas 8/13/2014

Zahilt Arnold C. 89 6/11/2014 Chicago; Downers Grove; Sandwich 6/11/2014 Nelson FH
Zulauf Dorothy E. 89  7/10/2014 Sycamore 7/12/2014
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM
BOOKS CORNSILK QUARTERLY
Acres of Change: A History of Cornsilk, current issue 7.50
DeKalb County, Illinois 1963-2012 39.95 Cornsilk back issues, each 5.00
Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929  50.00 Circle those desired:
Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel 15.00 2014 vol. 33: Spring, Summer
Images of America—Sandwich (Arcadia) 20.00 2013/vol. 32: Spring, Summe-Fall, Winter
The Mark of Chief Shabbona 6.00 2012/vol. 31: Spring, Summer,Eall.-Winter
Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of 2011/vol. 30: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Farmers & Breeders of DeKalb County, 2010/vol. 29: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Illinois, 1917 CLOSEOUT SPECIAL 10.0036-00 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning  29.95 2008/vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876 25.00 2007/vol. 26: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
2006/vol. 25: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 2005/vol. 24: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Afton 7.00 2004/vol. 23: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Clinton Twp. 8.00 2003/vol. 22: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
DeKalb (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 2002/vol. 21: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Evergreen-Cemetery; Dekalb-out of stock 5.50 2001/vol. 20: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter
Eairview-Cemetery; Dekalb-out of stock 16.50 2000/vol. 19: Spring-Summer-Fall, Winter
Franklin 8.00
Malta 8.00
Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 edition 8.00  NOTECARDS
Oak-Meund:-Semenauk-out of stock 8.00  Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack 5.00
Oalcweed-Cemetery; Pekalb-out of stock 16.50
P?W Paw 8.00 Total merchandise
Pieree-out of stock 8.00
Sandwich 8.00 DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax
Socl);:lli lél;i(;gjeCemetery, Sp 2012 edition fg(())(()) Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling
UI.’liOI’l Lutheran, Alta TWp, Ogle Co. 8.00 Add $1()() each postage/handling for
Vietor-out of stock 7.00 " Cornsilk, Chief Shabbona, Notecard pack
Grand Total Enclosed $
DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS
1860 1870 1880 1900 MAIL TO
DeKalb County 5.00 DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
e 8.00 " p 0. Box 295
Clinton 10.00 S IL 60178
Cortland 10.00 ycamore,
DeKalb 16.00 19.50
Ward 1 City 10.00
Ward 2 City 10.00
Ward 3 City 10.00
Ward 4 City 10.00 ALSO

All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county
depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are
also available from: Ron Klein’s law office, 2045 Aber-
deen Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178.

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Popular titles are also available at Sycamore Antiques,
320 W. State, Sycamore. Open Wed., Thurs, Sat. 10-5:30
& Fri. 10 am—7 pm.
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: Membership Form All membership levels include Cornsilk:
| Annual Individual/Family Membership $25

| .

| Date : New____ Renmew___ Annual Libraries/Organizations $25
: Name(s) Three-year Membership $65

| o .

| Address Lifetime Membership $300

[ ) Amount enclosed $
| City State Zip

| e

I Phone () I would consider:

| Officer: Yes No

I E-mail Committee type:

|

|

| Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
: P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178

DeKalb County Historical & Genealogical Society
Genealogical Queries

Date Instructions/Comments:

Order/Request submitted by:

Reply to be sent to:
Name

Address
City/State/Zip

Phone ()

E-mail

Mail to
DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178
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What You May Have Missed in Cornsilk Back Issues
Years 2008-2010

(See page 19 to order remaining copies)

Spring 2008

Lost Communities Series (#2): “All Aboard” for Newtown,
Carlton, or McGirr, Illinois (Sherrie Martin)

Church History Series: First Lutheran, Kirkland (Connie Worden)

Passport to Adventure 2008

For the Genealogist in You: Records Chart; 8870 Formula;
Pennsylvania German Nicknames

U.S. Postage Rates

Featured Resource: Barb City Motorcycle Museum

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museum, January Minutes

Quarterly Obituaries

Summer 2008

Lost Communities Series (#3): Coltonville, Illinois (Steve Bigolin)

Church History Series: North Avenue Baptist (Mary Bomar)

Joe Pierce Starts the Malta Bank (Ivan Prall)

Hinckley Hist. Society Moving Into Second Year (Ken Bushnell)

Clinton Twp. Area Indexing Project—It’s Done! (Sherrie Martin)

For the Genealogist in You: Genealogical Codicil to My Last Will
and Testament

Understanding Legal Terms

Passport to Adventure Summer Events

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museum, April Minutes

Quarterly Obituaries

Fall 2008

Ed Peckman Square Dance Bank (Don Riemensnider)

The Ovitz Liberty School (Marcia Wilson)

Lost Communities Series (#4): East Paw Paw, IL (Steve Bigolin)
“Lest We Forget” ... The Bradley VanHouten Story (Sue Breese)
Passport to Adventure “Travelers” Receive Prizes

The Beard Family of Sycamore (Marcia Wilson)

Reunion of 105" IL Infantry Includes Henry Beard

State Slang Names

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museum, July Minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

Winter 2008

Chief Shabbona, Part 1(Marilyn Rasmusen)

Smith Cemetery Restoration (Jim Stewart)

The Loot Went Underground (Ivan Prall)

Lost Communities Series (#5): Hicks Mills, Illinois (Peggy Stuntz)
Quarterly Obituaries

2008 Cornsilk Index

Spring 2009

Chief Shabbona, Part 2 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

Lost Communities Series (#6): Snell, Illinois (Averil Schreiber)
The Story Behind a Stone Wall (Steve Bigolin)

Featured Resource: Sycamore History Museum

Tidbit Treasures from the Joiner History Room

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, January Minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

The Nostalgic Apron (poem)

Summer 2009

Chief Shabbona, Part 3 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

DeKalb Pioneered the Guided Missile (Ivan Prall)

Union Hall (Don Riemensnider)

Lost Communities Series (#7): Ross Grove, Illinois (Marcia Wilson)
Letters from an Immigrant: Jakob Willrett

News from the Museum Community: Sycamore, Shabbona

Tried and True Household Hints

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, April Minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

Fall 2009

Chief Shabbona, Part 4 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

Marilyn Rasmusen Tribute

Lost Communities Series (#8): Greentown, Illinois (Bud Burgin)
The Ellwood Cabin (Barry Schrader)

Epidemics and Diseases (Margaret M. Kapustiak)

Home Remedies

Tidbit Treasures from the Joiner History Room

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, July Minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

Winter 2009

Chief Shabbona, Part 5 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

Paul R. Lehman—DeKalb County’s Carnegie “Character” (S. Martin)
Local Stockyards Keep Malta Astir (Ivan Prall)

Lost Communities Series (#9): Chase, Illinois (Phyllis Kelley)
Tribute to Jim Willrett

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museums, October minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

2009 Cornsilk Index

Spring 2010

Chief Shabbona, Part 6 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

Pipeline Archeology (Sherrie Martin)

Lost Communities Series: Lovell’s Crossing (Phyllis Kelley)
Treasures in the Stacks of the Joiner History Room

DeKalb Co Assn of Hist Societies & Museum, Feb. Minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

Railroad pen-and-ink sketches (cover)

Summer 2010

Chief Shabbona, Part 7 (Marilyn Rasmusen)

Addendum of “Chief Shabbona”: Affidavit of James Patrick
Dowd

Church History Series: Mayfield UCC (Averil Schreiber)

Lost Communities Series: Johnson’s/Prichard’s Grove, Part 1
(Sherrie Martin)

DeKalb Co Assn of Hist Societies & Museum, April minutes

Quarterly Obituaries

Local History Reading List

Fall 2010

Eastern Europe with a Flight Bag (Charlie Bradt)
Thanksgiving in the Pacific (Ivan Prall)

Lost Communities: Pritchard’s Grove, part 2 (Sherrie Martin)
Church History: Bethel Assembly of God (Wm. Mills)
Genealogy: Freemasons; Obituaries; Weather

DeKalb County’s Namesake: Baron Johann de Kalb

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museum, July minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

Winter 2010

Mills along the Kish (Ivan Prall)

Beverly Willrett Tribute

Lost Communities: Elva, Illinois (Sherrie Martin)

DCHGS Embarks on County History Update (M. Wilson)
Life in DeKalb County Highlighted in New Book

Memoirs of Ralph Joiner, Part 1: The Early Years

DeKalb Co. Assn. of Hist. Societies & Museum, Oct. minutes
Quarterly Obituaries

2010 Cornsilk Index



FREE Webinars Offered by Illinois State Genealogical Society

Hunting for Henry: A Case Study Using Collaterals
Tuesday, October 14, 2014, 8:00 pm Central
Description: Henry Steren was a German immigrant who lived in Quincy, lllinois. The United States records that were created
about him indicate only that he was from the Province of Hanover in Germany. This lecture will detail how his town of origin and
parents were identified, in spite of the lack of records naming him. Carefully researching each of his associates and correlating all
available evidence reveals the origins of Henry. Use of the Genealogical Proof Standard is demonstrated.
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4324661061042799105

This webinar is sponsored by FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org)

Evaluating What You Have Found: The Third Stage of Research
Tuesday, November 11, 2014, 8:00 pm Central
Description: Just because it is in print (in a courthouse record, a county history, a family history book, or published online) doesn't
make it so. All too often we find tantalizing bits and pieces of our family trees in various sources. It takes knowledge and experi-
ence to carefully evaluate what you have found and to determine when further research and documentation is necessary. This
lecture covers the evaluation of both compiled and original sources.
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4615403822237603330

This webinar is sponsored by FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org)

HeritageQuest Online - The Ins and Outs
Tuesday, December 9, 2014, 8:00 pm Central
Description: HeritageQuest Online contains much more than just the Federal population census. If you are searching for immigra-
tion, naturalization, land grants, monetary claims, pensions, public works projects, military matters, vital records, parents, etc. you
should take a look at this collection. This lecture will show what is available in this collection of databases.
Registration: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/7159116276516038146

This webinar is sponsored by FamilySearch (https://familysearch.org)
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