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Events of interest  

  around the county . . .  
 

 

Apr 2  Sycamore History Museum Brown Bag Lunch pro-

gram: City Council  Minutes - Part 2, 1900-1910 by 

Mayor Ken Mundy, 12:00 noon, DeKalb County 

Community Foundation, 475 DeKalb Ave., Sycamore. 

Apr 8 DCHGS Annual Dinner Meeting. Program: Lyle Lee, 

former state president of the Illinois Grange. Location: 

DeKalb County Community Fndn. 475 DeKalb Ave, 

Sycamore. Reservations required. Watch your mail. 

Apr 25   Divas Dish for Glidden Homestead taste-testing fund-

raiser. Barsema Alumni & Visitors Center, NIU, 5:30 

-8:00 pm. Tickets $30 or 2/$50; 815-756-7904 or  

 info@gliddenhomestead.org  

May 13 DCHGS program meeting, 7 pm 

May 14 Sycamore History Museum. ñA Visit with Mrs. Potts - 

Fresh from her appearance at the 1893 World's Fairò 

presented by Ellie Carlson, 7 pm. $5; at DCCF, 475 

DeKalb Ave., Sycamore 

May 17 Glidden Homestead Opening Day/Open Barn with 

State Representative Bob Prichard of the Illinois 

Technology and Innovation Caucus, 12-4 pm 

June 4 Sycamore History Museum Brown Bag Lunch,  ñ1893 

Worldôs Fair,ò 12 noon at DCCF, 475 DeKalb Ave, 

Sycamore 

June 10 DCHGS Annual Picnic. More info to come. 

June 14 Glidden Homestead. Program featuring historian Clint 

Cargile discussing area railroads. Open 12-4. 

June 27-28 North Grove School Days: WWII, On the Home 

Front. Sat. 11-4, Sun. 1-4. Tours, maypole dances,  

displays, activities, food and more! Free. 
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Freeland, Illinois  
!àɯ ȭ ȭɯɁ!ÜËɂɯ!ÜÙÎÐÕ 

 

Freeland, Illinois, also known as Freeland Cor-

ners, was located along Chicago Road between 

Somonauk and West Sandwich Roads in 

Somonauk Township, DeKalb County.  

 

The origin of the name Freeland is uncertain. One 

opinion is that when the first pioneers came to 

this area in the 1830s, they took possession of the 

ÓÈÕËɯÉàɯÚØÜÈÛÛÌÙÚɀɯÙÐÎÏÛÚȭɯɯ3ÏÜÚɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËɯÞÈÚɯÍÙÌÌɯ

until they could later buy it from the government 

in the 1840s. 

 

In 1832, Captain Joe Naper was instructed by the 

United States government to lay out a road from 

Chicago to the lead mines in Galena, Illinois. This 

was first called Galena Road; now we know it as 

Chicago Road.  It was the first official road in 

DeKalb County.  Within a few years, a daily stage 

ÊÖÈÊÏɯ ÛÙÈÝÌÓÌËɯ ÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯ "ÏÐÊÈÎÖɯ ÈÕËɯ #ÐßÖÕɀÚɯ

Ferry on the Rock River, a distance of 110 miles.  

When the road was dry, or frozen in winter, two 

days were required for the trip.  The stage 

stopped overnight in Little Rock, four miles east 

of Freeland.  In the spring and fall, the stage often 

got stuck in the mud.  A local farmer would take 

two yoke of oxen to pull the stage to dryer 

ground.  

 

Reuben Root moved to the Freeland area about 

1836.  In 1837, Reuben received a commission as 

postmaster and a post office was opened in his 

log cabin home.  It was called Somonauk Post Of-

fice. The name was changed to Freeland on De-

cember 26, 1855, with Thaddeus Carpenter as 

Postmaster. There were only three post offices in 

DeKalb County in 1837:  Sycamore, Paw Paw 

Taken from the 1876 map of DeKalb County showing the 
Freeland post in section 2 of Somonauk Township. 
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Grove, and Somonauk.  The Freeland post office 

was closed on March 23, 1886.   
 

Peter Hummel and his wife Bathsheba 

Eastabrooks Hummel came to the Freeland area 

in 1837 and took possession of a farm.  Bath-

ÚÏÌÉÈɀÚɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ)ÖÏÕɯ$ÈÚÛÈÉÙÖÖÒÚȮɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯ

living near Hinckley since 1836 and had encour-

aged the Hummels to move to this area from 

Pennsylvania.  Peter built one of the first frame 

houses in this area.  The lumber for his house was 

×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ)ȭɯ2ȭɯ2ÛÌÙÙÐÛÛɀÚɯÚÈÞÔÐÓÓɯÛÞÖɯÔÐÓÌÚɯ

south on Somonauk Creek.  Peter later sold this 

farm and in 1848 bought 80 acres one mile east 

along Chicago Road for $1.25 per acre. 

 

Chicago Road was becoming well-traveled as 

people were going to new ar-

eas farther west or to the gold 

mines in California.  The 

Hummels opened an inn or 

tavern in 1839 where travelers 

could spend the night.  Peter 

made a wooden sign with his 

ÚÖÕɀÚɯ ÕÈÔÌɯ ÖÕɯ ÐÛɯ ȹ)ȭɯ 'ȭɯ

Hummel) and hung it along 

the road to advertise the inn.   

 

Peter went to California in 

1849 during the gold rush.  He acquired about 

$900 and was starting home with a group of men 

when he was robbed and killed on October 20, 

1850.  His wife Bathsheba continued to operate 

the inn until 1861. 

 

James H. Beveridge and Alexander Patten 

opened a general store at Freeland in 1848.  Alex-

ander purchased the one-acre location in 1852 

from David Merritt for $10.00.  

 

James Beveridge came to this area with his par-

ents in 1842 from the state of New York.  While 

working in the store, he was elected in 1849 as 

one of the Associate Justices of the county and 

then elected assessor in 1852.  That same year he 

was elected DeKalb County Circuit Clerk, and re -

elected in 1856.  The Beveridge family lived in 

Sycamore during the time when he was Circuit 

Clerk.  He was elected Illinois State Treasurer in 

1864 and moved to Springfield.  Upon retirement, 

he returned to the Somonauk area and managed 

his large farm. 

 

Alexander Patten, with his mother and brother 

Robert, came to this area from the state of New 

York in 1844.  Alexander farmed a few years be-

fore opening the general store.  Alexander mar-

ried Agnes Beveridge, a sister of James, in 1851 

and settled in Freeland.  After James Beveridge 

moved to Sycamore, Alex-

ander owned the general 

store for a couple of years 

until the railroad came to 

Sandwich in 1854.  A new 

town was established 

there and Alexander 

moved his family to Sand-

wich that year.  He built 

and opened the first store 

in Sandwich and soon be-

came a prominent busi-

nessman.  Alexander be-

This 1880 letter to my great-great-grandmother was ad-
dressed to her at the Burgin farm, located about three miles 
west of  Freeland. 

The Freeland inn advertising sign, now hangs in the 
Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich.  
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came ill and died just before his fortieth birthday.  

His passing left his wife with five small sons, the 

youngest just a year old. 

 

Wheat was the main crop grown in the early 

days.  Before the railroad came to Somonauk in 

1853, farmers hauled their wheat to Chicago, a 

round trip that took two days.  Two or more men 

always traveled together for safety. 

 

Adrian McCoy deeded one -half acre of land in 

Section 2 of Somonauk Township to the Trustee 

of Freeland School on May 29, 1854.  A school-

house was built on the north side of Chicago 

Road, and classes began in the one-room school 

that fall.  A new school building was built in 

1925.  The school closed in the spring of 1951.  

The school building and property were sold; it is 

now a private residence. 

 

A Presbyterian church was organized at Freeland 

in 1851 under the pastorate of the Rev. A John-

son.  The congregation moved to Sandwich in 

1856. 

 

 ɯ ÉÓÈÊÒÚÔÐÛÏɀÚɯ ÚÏÖ×ɯÞÈÚɯ ÈÕɯÌÈÙÓàɯÉÜÚÐÕÌÚÚɯ ÐÕɯ

Freeland.  Abstract records show that William 

Joles purchased a small lot next to the general 

store for $225.00 in 1864 for the shop.  The busi-

ness, property, and tools were later sold to Wil-

liam Stipp for $300.00 in 1885.  No record could 

ÉÌɯÍÖÜÕËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÏÖ×ɀÚɯÊÓÖÚÐÕÎȭ 

 

A cheese factory was another business at Free-

land.  Andrew Beveridge sold to William 

Forsythe, Charles Reed, and George Treat, Trus-

tees of the Freeland Cheese Factory Company, 

Lot 15 in Section 3 of Somonauk Township, 

DeKalb County.  The sale of the one-acre lot was 

on August 11, 1873, for a consideration of $400.00.  

The cheese factory was on the south side of Chi-

cago Road in the southeast corner of Somonauk 

and Chicago Roads.  The factory evidently went 

out of business, as the property was sold by the 

Trustees in 1885. 

 

Freeland Cemetery was in Section 1 of Somonauk 

Township, about two miles east of the Freeland 

settlement along Chicago Road.  Bathsheba 

Hummel conveyed one acre of land from her 

farm to the County of DeKalb in 1870.  She re-

quested that this be a burying ground for the resi-

dents of the Freeland community.  A stone wall 

marked the boundaries of the cemetery.   

Unidentified pupils sit in front of the first Freeland School, 
built in 1854 in this early 1900s photo. The sign above the 
ŘƻƻǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ƛǘ ŀǎ ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ bƻΦ мппΦέ Photo taken 

from Rural School Journeys, A Legacy of Learning. 

A new school building was built in 1925. Freeland School 
closed in 1951. The building is now a private residence.  
Photo taken from Rural School Journeys, A Legacy of Learning. 
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There are no records showing how many burials 

were there, and no tombstones have been found. 

(ÕɯƕƜƝƝȮɯ,ÙÚȭɯ'ÜÔÔÌÓɀÚɯÚÖÕɯ)ÜÓÐÜÚɯÙÌ×ÖÙÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯ

ÈÛɯÖÕÌɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÐÝÌɯÖÍɯ,ÙÚȭɯ'ÜÔÔÌÓɀÚɯÊÏÐÓËÙÌÕɯÏÈËɯ

been relocated from other cemeteries and buried 

there. At a later time Mrs. Hummel had these 

five bodies further moved to Oak Ridge Ceme-

tery near Sandwich.  The cemetery was officially 

closed in 1899 and the county transferred owner-

ship of the single acre to the farm owner. 

 

We do not know the source of the undated asses-

ÚÖÙɀÚɯÔÈ×ɯÈÉÖÝÌȰɯÊÖÜÕÛàɯÙÌÊÖÙËÚɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÚÏÖÞɯ

that the map was ever recorded. The map does 

show that Freeland was platted into seven lots 

(not numbered sequentially), ranging in size 

from three-quarters of an acre to 1¼ acres. The 

general store was on Lot 14. For a number of 

years the post office was located within the store.  

Several years ago I was in the house at the west 

end of Freeland. Part of this house had evidently 

been the post office, as the imprint of the post 

ÖÍÍÐÊÌɯÉÖßÌÚɯÞÈÚɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÚÛɯÞÈÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɀÚɯ

entry.  This house is quite old, as the floor joists 

are split logs with the bark still remaining on the 

undersides. The post office is shown in the 1871 

plat book, and the names of four property own-

ers are listed in the 1892 plat book. 

 

Today there are three houses at Freeland.  One 

person owns three of the six lots and receives a 

separate real estate tax bill for each lot. 

 

Freeland never became a village; it was simply 

one of the small communities of the county. Af-

ter the railroad came to Somonauk and Sandwich 

in 1853, those towns rapidly grew, and Freeland 

began to fade away. However, if you were to ask 

a senior resident of the area about Freeland, he 

would probably say, "Oh, yes, I remember hear-

ing that was up north of town along Chicago 

1ÖÈËȭɂɯÉ 

 

 
Sources:   

Joiner History Room, Hummel family history, David 

Stahl, farm abstracts, county tax records. Rural School 

Journeys: A Legacy of Learning, 2006. 

!ƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ ƳŀǇ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǘǎ ŀǘ CǊŜŜƭŀƴŘΣ ŘŀǘŜ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƴ 
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O ne day after I started quilting in the 1990s, 

my mom dug deep in her closet and 

brought out a bundle. Wrapped in a sturdy, blue -

striped pillow ticking was the most beautiful 

quilt I had ever seen. With my newfound knowl-

edge of quilting, I recognized the pattern as a 

crazy quilt. The beautiful silk and satin odd -

shaped remnants of fabric were seemingly pieced 

randomly, willy -nilly, into a vibrant work of art. 

Intricate embroidery ran along the seam line be-

tween blocks. Delicate imagesɭa flower here, a 

bird thereɭadded even more interest.  

 

The Victorian Era, from the late 1800s into the 

early 1900s, found many ladies with more means 

and more leisure time. Crazy quilts were typi-

cally made with rich silk, satin, and velvet fabrics 

and offered a creative outlet to show off hand-

work skills. Rather than a functional piece, they 

were decorative and often found draped over the 

settee in a parlor. 

 

3ÏÌɯÐÕÐÛÐÈÓÚɯɁ$ȭ2ȭɯ,Ê#ɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯàÌÈÙÚɯƕƜƜƗɯÈÕËɯ

ƕƜƝƗɯÞÌÙÌɯÌÔÉÙÖÐËÌÙÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯ,ÖÔɀÚɯØÜÐÓÛȮɯÈÓÚÖɯÛÏÌɯ

ÕÈÔÌɯɁ$ÓÓÌÕȭɂɯ(ɯÙÌÈÓÐáÌËɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÊÓÜÌÚɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÚÐÎɪ

nificant, maybe the initials and first name of the 

quilt maker. I had seen this quilt decades ago, but 

ÐÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÔÌÈÕɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÔÌɯÛÏÌÕȭɯ ÊÛÜÈÓÓàȮɯ(ɯ

had forgotten about it. Mom pulled a note from 

ÛÏÌɯÉÈÎȭɯ(ÛɯÙÌÈËȮɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÊÙÈáàɯØÜÐÓÛɯÞÈÚɯÔÈËÌɯÉàɯ

Ellen McDonald. It took ten years to complete, 

from 1883 to 1893. Shown at Leland Centennial 

ƕƝƙƝȭɂ 

 

My mother explained that the quilt had origi-

ÕÈÓÓàɯ ÉÌÓÖÕÎÌËɯ ÛÖɯ Ôàɯ ÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙȮɯ Ôàɯ ËÈËɀÚɯ

mom, Lillie Gudmunsen from Leland, Illinois, 

who died in late 1959, after the centennial. It was 

given to my mom when grandma died. Mom 

never knew who Ellen McDonald was but she 

was under the impression that she was from Peo-

ria or LaSalle.  

 

Who was Ellen, and how did my grandmother 

come to own her beautiful quilt?  

 

Sometime later, while searching DeKalb city di-

rectories at the Joiner History Room for ancestors 

ÍÙÖÔɯÔàɯÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÓÐÕÌȮɯ(ɯÚÛÜÔÉÓÌËɯÈÊÙÖÚÚɯ

an Ellen McDonald living down the block from 

ÔàɯÎÙÈÕËÔÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÎÙÈÕË×ÈÙÌÕÛÚȭɯ6ÈÚɯÛÏÐÚɯTHE 

Ellen McDonald? Maybe a family friend? I made 

note and filed it away.  

 

The beautiful late-1800s quilt was subsequently 

shown at the 1993 DeKalb County Quilters Guild 

quilt show, where it was also professionally ap-

praised. The written appraisal documented im-

portant elements of the piece, such as size, date 

of construction, colors, fabrics, techniques used, 

description of pattern, and condition. The value 

assigned was helpful for insurance purposes. 

 

The Quilt Maker  
A genealogical case study 

By Marcia Wilson  
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Fast forward fifteen years. Recently I was work-

ing on family genealogy, perusing DeKalb census 

records for my Hunt family. Suddenly the name 

Ellen McDonald jumped out at me. I thought,  

$ÓÓÌÕɯ,Ê#ÖÕÈÓËȮɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÔÌɯÖÕɯ,ÖÔɀÚɯÊÙÈáàɯ

quilt? Finding my long -ago notation, sure 

enough!   

 

According to the 1880 census Ellen was living 

with my Hunt ancestors ɭalong with her two 

sons. Her relationship to Head of Household was 

ɁÚÐÚÛÌÙ-in-ÓÈÞȭɂɯ3ÏÌɯÔàÚÛÌÙÐÖÜÚɯ$ÓÓÌÕɯ,Ê#ÖÕÈÓËɯ

turned out to be the sister of Evaline Preston 

Hunt, the wife of Senator Daniel D. Hunt, my 

ÎÙÈÕËÔÈɯ+ÐÓÓÐÌɀÚɯÎÙÌÈÛɯÜÕÊÓÌȭɯ6ÏÈÛɯÈɯÍÐÕËȵɯ/ÙÖÉÈɪ

bly only other genealogists understand how ex-

citing it is to have discovered this connection.  

 

To cinch the fact that the two Ellens were one and 

ÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÞÈÚɯ$ÓÓÌÕɀÚɯÖÊÊÜ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ

censusɭdress maker. 

 

Now I wanted to know more about Ellen, so I 

went on a genealogical hunt. Ancestry.com 

quickly provided a marriage record for Ellen Pre-

ston and Charles McDonald, and several census 

records and DeKalb City Directory 

listings for Ellen McDonald. Through 

these, other online indexes, and fin-

dagrave.com, I was able to piece to-

ÎÌÛÏÌÙɯ$ÓÓÌÕɀÚɯÍÈÔÐÓàȭ 

 

Ellen and Charles, both born in New 

York, were married in 1866 in 

DeKalb. They had two sons, Charles, 

born in 1868 in Illinois, and James, 

born in 1872 in New Yorkɭso Ellen 

and Charles had returned to New 

York by 1872. However, further cen-

sus records listing Ellen and Charles 

together eluded me. When Ellen sur-

faced in the 1880 census in the Hunt 

household, Charles was not listed 

with the family. No record of Charles, other than 

the marriage record, has been found--research 

was complicated by the fact that Charles McDon-

ald is not an usual name. It is assumed that 

(Continued on page 12) 

A bird has been embroidered into this block; also the 
letter CΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛƴ ƘƻƴƻǊ ƻŦ 9ƭƭŜƴΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ /ƘŀǊƭŜǎΦ 
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Mr. Wait Rice  
a Kirkland  Civil War veteran  

!àɯ,ÈÙÎÈÙÌÛɯɁ/ÌÎÎàɂɯ2ÛÜÕÛá 

 

E ven most Kirkland old -timers do not recog-

nize the nameɭWait Rice.  Who is this?  We 

think he is someone to be remembered.  Wait 

1ÐÊÌɀÚɯÚÛÖÙàȯ 

 

Orson Wait Rice was born January 11, 1837, in 

Lorain County, Ohio, the son of Nahum and 

Betsey (Blaine) Rice. The Rice family came from 

Ohio to Boone County, Illinois, in 1837, but re-

ÛÜÙÕÌËɯÛÖɯ.ÏÐÖɯÐÕɯƕƜƘƙȭɯ6ÈÐÛɀÚɯÍÈÛÏÌÙɯËÐÌËɯÐÕɯƕƜƘƜȭɯɯ

His mother remarried and moved to Michigan. 

Wait stayed in Ohio, working as a farm laborer.  

 

At the first call for troops, Wait Rice enlisted in 

the Eighth Ohio Volunteer Infantry April 16, 

ƕƜƚƕȮɯ ÍÖÙɯ ÛÏÙÌÌɯ ÔÖÕÛÏÚɀɯ ÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯ ɯ 'Ìɯ ÚÖÖÕɯ ÙÌ-

enlisted in the 15th Light Artillery Battery and 

was assigned to the Army of the Tennessee.  The 

regiment was in action at Corinth, Coldwater, 

and the entire siege of Vicksburg.  At Lookout 

Mountain they fought under Sherman.  The regi-

ment served at the siege of Atlanta and Jones-

ville.  

 

After Jonesville, Wait Rice was made Orderly at 

headquarters. He frequently was detailed for spe-

cial service to deliver dispatches, often requiring 

speed and sagacity.  He was mustered out at 

Washington, D.C., on June 2, 1865.  Rice was in 

the army the entire war, his service lasting four 

years, four months, and ten days. 

 

Wait first came to Franklin Township, DeKalb 

County, Illinois while on furlough.  On Septem-

ber 19, 1863, Wait Rice married Ruth Penwell.  

Ruth was born August 13, 1843, in Boone County, 

the daughter of Luke and Elizabeth (Middleton) 

Penwell. 

 

After the war, Wait joined his wife in Franklin 

Township and engaged in farming until 1870.  He 

then went to Belvidere and there established a 

Wait Rice poses by a giant sunflower. 
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boot and shoe store until 1879.  At that time, the 

Rices purchased a house on Main Street in Kirk-

land.   

 

The Rice house, now gone, was located between 

410 and 414 Main Street.  The 414 building is the 

former Dollar Store on the southeast corner of 5th 

and Main Street. 

 

Wait and Ruth had no children.  Ruth (Penwell) 

Rice, said to have a beautiful character and sweet, 

kind ways, died February 23, 1908, and was bur-

ied in Bloods Point Cemetery, Boone County.  

1ÜÛÏɀÚɯ ÚÐÚÛÌÙȮɯ "ÈÙÙÐÌɯ /ÌÕÞÌÓÓȮɯ ÉÌÊÈÔÌɯ 6ÈÐÛɀÚɯ

housekeeper.  Carrie Penwell died in 1931 and 

was also buried in Bloods Point Cemetery. 

 

In 1882, Wait Rice became engineer in charge of 

the stationary pump of the Chicago, Milwaukee 

& St. Paul Railroad at Kirkland.  He was also a 

member of the Kirkland Village Council.  Wait 

Rice died twenty years after his wife Ruth, on 

February 18, 1928, in Kirkland.  His estate was 

valued at about $1,100.  Wait Rice was buried at 

Bloods Point Cemetery.   

 

Orson Wait Rice . . . we will remember you. 

 

 
Sources: 

- ancestry.com (Orson W Rice):  1870, 1900, 1910, & 1920 

censuses; Military Records; Marriage Records; Illinois 

Death Records; Find a Grave. 

- Portrait & Biographical Album, DeKalb Co., IL, 1885 (lists date 

of birth as 1837 while other sources (censuses, tombstone, 

death record) list 1840. 

- Joiner History Room, Sycamore:  obituary of Mrs. O. H. 

Rice. 

DCHGS Genealogy Interest Group 
Location: Sycamore Public Library, downstairs meeting room 

Date: 4th Wednesday of every month, 6-8 pm. All are welcome! 

At left, Ernie Ecklund in 1933 with a car once owned by Wait Rice.  The car was a Brush, run  by a chain drive and 
ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǘƛǊŜǎΦ ά9ǾŜǊȅƳŀƴΩǎ ŎŀǊέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ Ϸпур ƛƴ мфмлΦ 
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A Book Review of  

Hybrid Corn and Purebred People 
Vol. II   

 

By Averil Schreiber and Bill Cummings  
 

Are you looking for a source of interesting and 

historical stories about the people and places of 

DeKalb County?  If so, the recently-published 

book Hybrid Corn and Purebred People Vol. II by 

Barry Schrader is just for you.  The book is a com-

×ÐÓÈÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯ!ÈÙÙàɀÚɯÍÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯƕƔƔɯDaily Chronicle ar-

ticles since 2010 and they are written in a very 

crisp and engaging style.   

 

Barry is a native of the area (except 

for about 35 years in California) 

and has been a newspaper editor, 

columnist, and public relations 

practitioner over a 50 year period.  

His columns have been a regular 

feature in the Chronicle since his 

return to DeKalb County seven 

years ago.  He has done a fine job 

of finding, researching, and writ-

ing his stories; and his personal, 

inquisitive style is refreshing.  This 

book is really a painless history 

lesson about our area.  It can read-

ily be enjoyed in short spurts or all at once as the 

reader desires.   

 

The book is dedicated as a tribute to the late An-

nie Laurie Glidden (1865-1962) who occupied the 

cream-colored brick house at 217 Annie Glidden 

Road from 1910 to 1930.  The book begins with 

ÍÖÜÙɯÖÍɯ!ÈÙÙàɀÚɯÊÖÓÜÔÕÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

house, what has happened to it over the years, 

and the efforts to save it from demolition by the 

current owner, the NIU Foundation.  The Glid-

den/Oderkirk homestead is on the NIU athletic 

ËÌ×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɀÚɯÙÈËÈÙɯÍÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÜÚÌÚȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯÊÈÙÛÖÖÕɯÖÍɯ

ÛÏÌɯ'ÜÚÒÐÌɯɁËÙÈÎÖÕɂɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÛÖɯÚØÜÈÚÏɯÛÏÌɯÏÖÔÌɪ

stead is quite revealing.  But, it is important to 

ÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯÛÏÈÛɯɁ3ÏÌɯÏÖÜÚÌɯÐÚÕɀÛɯËÌÈËɯàÌÛȭɂɯɯ2ÌÝɪ

eral years are likely to pass before any action is 

taken by NIU.  Certainly time is on the side of 

any group hoping to raise funds to move the 

house and stable to an off-campus location where 

they can be preserved as a historical site in 

DeKalb County.  

 

6ÏÐÓÌɯ ÕÕÐÌɯ&ÓÐËËÌÕɀÚɯÍÖÙÔÌÙɯÏÖÔÌɯÏÈÚɯÈɯ×ÙÖÔÐɪ

ÕÌÕÛɯ ×ÓÈÊÌɯ ÈÛɯ ÛÏÌɯ ÉÖÖÒɀÚɯ ÉÌÎÐÕÕÐÕÎȮɯ ÛÏÌÙÌɯ ÈÙÌɯ

many other articles of historical interest.  A per-

sonal favorite is the story of a Chicago and 

Northwestern freight train derail-

ment in downtown DeKalb (right 

at the intersection of the tracks 

and Lincoln Highway/Fourth 

Street in 1961).  Other historical 

vignettes include:  prominent 

pioneers buried in Oak Mound 

Cemetery, how Nathaniel Pope 

got the northern boundary of Illi-

nois moved 61 miles to the north 

including DeKalb and 13 other 

counties, the history of the small-

est business in DeKalb ɬ the cor-

ner popcorn stand, treasures in 

the Somonauk museum, mills on 

the Kishwaukee River, bringing a 

Civil War horse back home,  

#Ì*ÈÓÉɀÚɯÙÖÓÌɯÐÕɯÉÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯËÙÖÕÌÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯ6ÖÙÓËɯ

War II, the dining car used by Teddy Roosevelt in 

his 1912 Bull Moose Party run for the presidency, 

digging deep for DeKalb County roots, the dis-

covery and reconstruction of the oldest log cabin 

home in the county, and many other stories of 

local, historical interest. 

 

Another focus of the book is the many stories of 

human interest around DeKalb County.  For ex-

ample, a long-lost letter delivered after more than 

40 years, local women enjoying their gifts re-

(Continued on page 12) 
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L ast fall a guest from Canada brought in a 

DeKalb address where he had lived as a 

young boy when his father was a student at 

Northern Illinois State Teachers College. On the 

ÚÓÐ×ɯÖÍɯ×È×ÌÙɯÞÈÚɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯɁƜƜɯ/ȭ'ȭ ɂȭɯ3ÏÌɯÙÌØÜÌÚÛɯ

was turned over to Glidden Homestead board 

member and  NIU Regional History Center ar-

chives director Cindy Ditzler. Soon, her findings 

were e-mailed to the very pleased inquirer.  

 

(ÛɯÞÈÚɯËÐÚÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÛÓÌÔÈÕɀÚɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛÚɯ

had lived in Federal Public Housing Authority 

housing on the Northern Illinois State Teachers 

"ÖÓÓÌÎÌɯÊÈÔ×ÜÚȭɯ"ÐÕËàɀÚɯÕÖÛÌɯÌß×ÓÈÐÕÌËȮɯ 

 

After WW II ended NISTC had a large influx of sol-

ders attending under the G.I. bill. This caused a seri-

ous housing problem that was solved by moving 19 

barrack from Camp McCoy in Wisconsin 

to -(23"ɀÚ newly acquired land at the corner of 

Lucinda Avenue and Garden Road. This was done 

through the Federal Public Housing Authority 

(FPHA).  3ÏÌɯÉÈÙÙÈÊÒÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈÚɯɁ5ÌÛÝÐÓÓÌɂɯ

ÈÕËɯÓÈÛÌÙɯɁ%ÌÙÛÐÓÌɯ5ÈÓÓÌàɂɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÉÈÙÙÈÊÒÚɯÏÖÜÚÌËɯ

married faculty and students and their ever-

increasing number of children.  Over time the bar-

racks were tore down, with the last one demolished 

in 1965. Anderson Hall and a parking lot now oc-

cupy the land where the barracks once stood. 

Finding the Vetville Connection  
 

Those of us who live in DeKalb County are fully aware of our rich heritage. And we are understandably proud 

of the many museums and archives in the county that are saving its history for historians, genealogists, and 

ÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÙÈÓɯ×ÜÉÓÐÊȭɯ3ÏÌɯÚÛÖÙàɯÉÌÓÖÞȮɯÙÌÊÌÕÛÓàɯ×ÜÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÐÕɯ&ÓÐËËÌÕɯ'ÖÔÌÚÛÌÈËɀÚɯHeritage communique, is just 

one example of the importance of this work and how far-reaching it may be. It is used with permission. 

Photos taken from The Norther, 
1948. Courtesy NIU Regional History 
Center. 


