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Events of interest  

  around the county . . . 
 
Jun 27-28 North Grove School open house “WWII, On the 

Home Front.” Sat 11-4, Sun. 1-4. Tours, displays, 

music, maypole dancing, games. FREE. 

July 2   “Orphan Train book talk” Brown Bag, 12:00 noon, 

Sycamore History Museum, 1730 N. Main; FREE. 

Copies of the book Orphan Train by Christina Baker 

Kline are available at the Sycamore Library. 

July 11 DeKalb Co. Assn. Hist. Societies & Museums tri-

annual meeting, 9:30 am, Malta Historical Society. 

July 15 “History of the train lines in Illinois” by Bud Budizen. 

Brown Bag, 12:00 noon, Kish. Valley Heritage Soc.   

July 23 Family Fun Days “Underground Railroad,” 10 -

11:30.  Sycamore History Museum, $2/child 

 4th grade & up. RSVP 815-895-5762 

July 26 Icons of Innovation: The Barbed Wire Betties roller 

derby team visits Glidden Homestead. 

Aug 8 DeKalb County Barn Tour, 9-4, $20/carload. Info: 

gliddenhomestead.org or daaha.org or 815-756-8737 

Aug 9 Glidden Homestead’s Arts at the Barn, 12-4, FREE. 

Art show and sale on the lawn. 

August 16  Guided Walking Tour of Main Street, Sycamore led 

by Steven Bigolin, 1:00 pm. $5 per person. Meet on 

courthouse lawn. 

Aug 30 KVHS Pioneer Day, 11-4:00. This is the 30th year of 

the Pioneer Days in Genoa! 

Sept 9 DCHGS, 7 pm. Program: Untold Stories from the 

Joiner History Room 

Sept 20  Guided Walking Tour of Downtown Sycamore led by 

Steven Bigolin, 1:00 p.m. $5 per person. Meet 308 W. 

State Street. 
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second Wednesday of the month at 
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p.m. during the months of March, May, 
September, October, November. April 
and June meetings are often held 
elsewhere.  
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R od and Diane McQueen of Sycamore remem-bered a handwritten “history of Fairdale” in 

their family collection, but suddenly it became 

much more important after the April 9, 2015, tor-

nado that flattened the village of Rod’s ancestors. 

The family treasure had come down through Rod’s 

family, although the handwriting is not recognized 

by family members today so it is not known who 

wrote the history. Because the document was not 

dated, Diane researched clues in the history and 

came to the conclusion it was written around 1934.   

 

Rod’s cousin Ruth remembers her father, Glenn 

Wilson, spending a lot of time in DeKalb one sum-

mer when she was young.  That was most likely 

during  1934  when  she  was  10 years  old and her  

 

 

 

 ɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ%ÈÐÙËÈÓÌȮɯÊȭɯƕƝƗƘ 
By Marcia Wilson with Diane McQueen 

This picture of Millie Gibson Wilson ran in the 
Daily Chronicle during the county’s 150th 
anniversary celebration. In the article Millie 
related memories of Fairdale. 

Diane McQueen generated excitement at a recent 
genealogy interest group meeting with her show-and-tell 
of a family treasure, a handwritten history of Fairdale, 
Illinois, believed to have been written around 1934. 

father was on the DeKalb County Centennial Com-

mittee planning for the September celebration. 

Glenn Wilson of Fairdale was chair of the Centennial 

Financial Board.  

 

Glenn was Rod’s uncle and the son-in-law of Fred 

Gibson, also of Fairdale.  Fred Gibson was born in 

South Grove Township to William Gibson and Alice 

Murphy. Fred, his mother, and siblings moved to 

Franklin Township sometime after the death of his 

father in 1894.  Fred lived in the Fairdale area until 

1948 when he moved to Rockford to live with his 

sister, Annetta, following the death of his wife, Lulu 

(Vincent).  Fred and Lulu raised three daughters, 

Millie (pictured left), Evelyn, and Kathryn, in the 

Fairdale area.  When Millie married Glenn Wilson, 

she continued to live in Fairdale where they raised 

their children, Ruth and Don.   

1 
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History of Fairdale  

 

The village was first started about three and one half miles from the present site 

and was called Hicks Mills.  

 

Daniel McAllister Gilchrist came to Illinois in 1837 and built a saw mill at Hicks 

Mills also started the first post office.  The mail was carried by James Waterman 

from Sycamore on horse - back.  The cemetery was named Hicks Mills cemetery.  

 

The post office was later conducted by Sidney Harrington.  

 

The mill then burned down and a store was started by Seth Hapgood a mile east of 

Fairdale and the post office moved there.  But in a few years Burt sold out to J. W. 

Ellithorpe who then conducted the store with Seth Hapgood.   

 

The school building also stood on the Gilchrist land.  

 

In 1873 the Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul railroad was built and the town of 

Fielding was started on the present site. The land was part of the Henry Koch farm 

which the Kochõs had taken directly from the government. 

 

The Albert Field family wanted the town to be named for them and it was started 

on property owned by the Kochõs so they compromised by calling the town Fielding 

and the post office was named for Henry Kochõs son, Wallace post office. 

 

The first residence was built by Lewis Pool who manufactured washing machines 

and dog tread mills. The next residence was built by Henry OõRoke. 

 

The post office was in charge of Benjamin Blako.  Walter Upstone conducted a 

blacksmith shop.  Lewis Keith conducted a grocery store.  There was a harness shop, 

hotel, and hardware store. Dr. J. P. Van Voorhis was the physician.  

 

The first church was moved here in 1877 from the country two miles west of here.  

 

The Rev. Cates was their pastor.  

 

The old school was moved from the Gilchrist farm and a littler later a new one was 

built.  

 

Some of the oldest families in the town and community were:  Fred Koch, Daniel 

McAllister Gilchrist, Morgan Lossee, Jedadiah Ellithorpe, Abraham Graves, Richard 

Proctor, Oliver Churchill, Dr. J. P. Van Voorhis, Philip Upstone, Walter Upstone, Ed-

ward Upstone, Daniel Miller, John M. Schoonmaker, Albert Field, Alex Duncan,    
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Jacob Lantz, John Lyman, Edward Gardener, Sidney Harrington, Spencer Meyers.  

 

A creamery was built where butter and cheese were made and later it burned.  

 

W. J. Miller conducted a hard ware store and a grain elevator which later burned.  

The hardware store was sold to Fisher and Upstone and later Upstone sold out his 

interest to Chas. Heller.  In a few years they quit business and Fisher moved away.   

 

V. L. Woodard also conducted a grain elevator which at present is being run by a 

son ð E. E. Woodard. Robert Craig ran a general store for several years and sold 

and moved his family to Rockford.  

 

October 27, 1897 a new church was dedicated by the Rev. R. J. B. Shadford.  

 

In 1896 the name of the town and post office was changed to Fairdale on account 

of the mail going astray being the town and post office of different names also an-

other town in the state being named Fielding. In 1916 the post office and three oth-

er places of business burned. The community high school was built in 1917.   

 

At the present time the town has a population of 200. F. E. Koch manufactures road 

tile, also has a limestone pit on his farm from which limestone is taken for fertilizer 

and road work. E. E. Woodard conducts a grain elevator and sells building materi-

als and coal. William Upstone has an up - to - date blacksmith shop. W. S. Burton and 

W. B. Neff have the general store, Frank McLain, confectionary and H. A. Brown, 

pool hall, confectionary, and barber shop, F. D. Miller garage.  

 

Organizations are Willowdale Grange, Priscilla Club, Womansõ Foreign Missionary 

and Ladiesõ Aid societies.  The Rev. E. S. Nicholas is pastor of the community church. 

 

The drug store was in the hands of Oscar King for a number of years. E. B. Still then 

took charge but sold out and moved his family to Hebron. The drug department 

was bought by the physician and finally abandoned all together.  

 

The hotel was in charge of M. C. Johnson who sold to A. Keith.  

 

The Keith family moved to Missoula Mont. and the hotel no longer existed.  

 

Dr. Harry Davis was the last doctor here.  He left to take up special work eight years 

ago and since, the town has been without a doctor.  

 

Fred Koch had a meat market for several years, also Henry Harrison.  At the present 

time there is no meat market.  

êêê 
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Of course, long gone are the depot, blacksmith shop, post office, and other businesses mentioned in the 

McQueen history. The Fairdale Methodist Church was featured in "ÖÙÕÚÐÓÒɀÚ “Church History Series” in 

Spring 2012. At the time this picture was taken in 2003, the building was a private residence, purchased by Joe 

Wiegand in 1990. The Wiegand’s maintained the outer structure and beautiful stained-glass windows, while 

converting the inside by installing a kitchen in the vestry area, building second-floor bedroom lofts, and 

putting a hot tub in the bell tower.  

 

The church was still a residence on April 9, 2015, 

when it received major damage in the tornado, 

which affected a total of 66 properties in what was 

a community of around 200. A Fairdale Disaster 

Recovery Fund has been set up and donations are 

accepted at the DeKalb County Community Foun-

dation., 475 DeKalb Ave., Sycamore, IL 60178. ê 

Blacksmith Shop and Fairdale main street:  
Undated photos courtesy of Kirkland Historical 
Society. 
Church: Photo courtesy Joiner History Room, 
2003 



Cornsilk            

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                            summer 2015, vol. 34 no. 2 

5 

O ne of the hot topics in the world of educa-tion today is the Common Core Initiative.  

Common Core is a collaborative initiative of edu-

cators and administrators that sets clear-cut goals 

for students to achieve by the end of their school 

year.  Common Core standards align elementary 

and high school education to critical thinking 

skills such as comparing multiple perspectives, 

determining the meaning of texts, and integrating 

data to make an analysis. While the standards are 

specific, they do not stipulate the materials neces-

sary to support them. This gives educators and 

school districts the creative license to choose the 

materials that would best support their students 

in acquiring the skills set by the Common Core.  

This also gives archives, historical societies, and 

museums the opportunity to showcase their his-

torical documents, primary sources, and artifacts 

with the added plus of enticing a young student’s 

interest in history.   

 

Primary sources provide the building blocks for 

establishing essential thinking skills.  It can be a 

challenge for teachers to find significant, appro-

priate primary sources for students in the class-

room.  The Regional History Center (RHC) at 

Northern Illinois University has a plethora of 

such materials.  During the spring of 2014, the 

center created lesson plans for teachers looking 

for primary source materials that have local sig-

nificance and align with the Common Core 

standards.  

 

One of the lesson plans that the RHC offers is 

called 2ÛÜËÌÕÛɯ/ÙÖÛÌÚÛÚɯÈÛɯ-ÖÙÛÏÌÙÕɯ(ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚɯ4ÕÐÝÌÙÚÐɪ

Ûà.  It features university records of student pro-

test events that took place at NIU in May of 1970 

after the shooting of four students on the campus 

of Kent State University.  This lesson plan begins 

with historical background information and then 

explores the events in detail with multiple prima-

ry source materials that include video and audio 

recordings, photographs, newspaper articles, and 

transcripts of oral histories.  The materials delib-

erately offer multiple points of view from the uni-

versity administration, security staff, the commu-

nity of DeKalb, and Northern Illinois students.  

This lesson plan is designed to correlate to the 

common core standard, which helps students to 

determine central ideas of primary sources and to 

provide an accurate summary of how key events 

or ideas develop over the course of the texts.   

 

These lesson plans as well as several others re-

garding such topics as the censorship during 

WWII, women’s rights, immigration, and labor 

strikes are accessible on the RHC’s web page 

listed under Teacher Resources at: http://

libguides.niu.edu/content.php?pid=567586.  The 

Common Core initiative at the Regional History 

Center is not just for educators or for students of 

education but for students, faculty, and teachers 

in all of the disciplines who wish to have access 

to primary and secondary source materials to 

augment and encourage critical thinking skills. ê 

3ÏÌɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯ"ÌÕÛÌÙɯ

"ÖÔÔÖÕɯ"ÖÙÌɯ(ÕÐÛÐÈÛÐÝÌɯ 

ÍÖÙɯ2ÛÜËÌÕÛÚɯÈÕËɯ3ÌÈÊÏÌÙÚ 
By Cindy Ditzler 

Director, Regional History Center, NIU 

Sitting on the Kishwaukee River bridge, NIU President 
Rhoten Smith (in hat) negotiates with students protest-
ing the Vietnam War, 1970.  

http://libguides.niu.edu/content.php?pid=567586
http://libguides.niu.edu/content.php?pid=567586
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W hat did the office of Sycamore’s first dentist, the Sinclair Oil station, and the 

poultry exhibit building at the 1912 Midwinter 

Fair have in common? Through the years, they 

were all housed in the same building, the first 

frame building in the village of Sycamore, whose 

life spanned 120 years.  

 

In 2àÊÈÔÖÙÌɯ  ÊÊÖÙËÐÕÎɯ ÛÖɯ +ÜÒÌ, 1994, Luke 

McLagan gives an account of an early pioneer 

family arriving in Sycamore. The Hosea Willard 

family, arriving in Sycamore from Vermont in 

1843, traveled by wagon and carriage, then 

steamer and stage coach as far as St. Charles, 

Illinois. There, they hopped a ride with “Hack” 

Wilson on his lumber wagon. “As they arrived … 

at the intersection of State and Main Streets … 

Wilson wanted them to have their first view of 

the Mansion House, the first and largest frame 

structure in Sycamore. Elsewhere they saw a few 

log cabins, wooden plank sidewalks along 

muddy streets, and very little hustle and bustle of 

human beings. While still back home, letters that 

were sent to them from Sycamore had led them 

to believe that Sycamore was already a good-size 

settlement….After several moments Mr. Willard 

asked, ‘How far are we from Sycamore?’ Wilson 

solemnly answered, ‘This IS Sycamore.’” 

 

Others thought it was quite an extravagance 

when Captain Eli Barnes built the large, 

handsome, two-story framed Mansion House on 

the prairie in 1839. The floor beams were of hewn 

oak with the bark still on them and fastened 

together with wood pins instead of iron bolts. 

The siding was of black walnut. In 'ÐÚÛÖÙàɯÖÍɯ

#Ì*ÈÓÉɯ "ÖÜÕÛàȮɯ (ÓÓÐÕÖÐÚ, 1868, Henry Boies 

described Sycamore in 1840 as consisting of “a 

dozen houses, scattered over considerable land, 

but without fences, and with but one well.” He 

notes that in 1868, the Mansion House, then 

called the Nunnery, contained a “large part of the 

population of the place.” [Author’s note: 

Research did not uncover why the hotel for a 

brief time was referred to as the Nunnery.] 

 

The Mansion House faced State Street on the 

northeast corner of State and Main (where 

Sycamore Library stands today). A visionary, 

Barnes began construction in 1838 to coincide 

with the relocation of county government from 

Coltonville. Sycamore’s first, 20 x 30’ two-story 

frame courthouse was built in 1839 across the 

street from the present courthouse, just kitty-

corner from the Mansion House. The Mansion 

House was completed in 1839 by Spafford Smith, 

the first tenant in what became a commercial 

complex with both living quarters and 

businesses. Many early businessmen made their 

homes at the hostelry, including John, James, 

Robert, and Charles Waterman; Reuben Ellwood; 

Dr. H.F. Page; Frank Spenser; Jesse Ross; R. 

Hamlin; and E.P. Young. 

 

In Luke McLagan’s “Yarns, Tales And History,” 

1968, he relates that “In those early years [the 

Mansion House] was one of the busiest and most 

popular stopping places in the Midwest,” being 

the main stage coach stop between Chicago and 

the Mississippi River. 

 

The first nine landlords were listed in 

recollections of H.W. Willard in 1914. Following 

Eli Barnes, there was Morris Walrod, Munson 

Maxfield, Horace Doak, A.N. Freeland, Gammet 

Helmer, William Lindsey, D.H. Barrows, and 

John S. Brown. According to his biography, 

(Continued on page 8) 

2àÊÈÔÖÙÌɀÚɯ,ÈÕÚÐÖÕɯ'ÖÜÚÌɯȹƕƜƗƝ-ƕƝƙƝȺ 
By Marcia Wilson 
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The above item ran in the October 4, 1940, 

{ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜ ¢ǊǳŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴΣ asking readers to 

identify the building. Although anyone could enter 

the contest, only non-subscribers could win the 

prize—a gift subscription to the ¢ǊǳŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ. 

 

We do not know for sure who won the subscription, 

but the best essay was written by 81-year-old 

resident Daniel C. Cliffe, “a well known figure on 

Sycamore streets and a fountain of Sycamore lore.” 

His essay was published the following week, on 

October 11: 

 

“The picture of the house in the issue of Friday, 

October 4, of The True Republican, is identified by 

me as the old City Hotel, which for years belonged 

to Frederick B. Townsend and stood where the 

public library now stands. 

“This house was built by Captain Eli Barnes in 1839 

and was long known as the Mansion House. It was 

the first house erected in Sycamore. There was 

another house moved into Sycamore about that 

time and stood on the old Maxfield corner of 

Exchange and Main, now the property of Charles 

Tucker. 

 

“The Mansion House was used as a hotel by Barnes 

and several tenants from then on down. I mention 

two or three of those: Mr. Helmar, John S. Brown, 

who erected a building near the hotel site and used 

it as a saloon, then Mrs. Lindsay and finally Dr. 

Barrows, who sued the city and obtained a large 

judgment after they erected the standpipe at that 

intersection.’” 
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William P. Dutton “conducted the affairs of 

Sycamore House for several years.” Proprietors 

mentioned in other sources were Frances Cliffe 

and Marcella Masterson, R.D. Taylor, Archie 

Giltner, and Helen Munn, to name a few.  

 

The first merchants of Sycamore were housed in 

the southwest corner room of the Mansion 

House where John C. and Charles Waterman ran 

a general store, subsequently owned by a Mr. 

Phillips. After the vacancy of Mr. Phillips the 

room was used for various purposes until Dr. 

Gale, Sycamore’s first dentist, moved in. 

 

I.W. Johnson opened a cabinet shop on the north 

side of the hotel, where he manufactured tables, 

chairs, and other useful articles. He eventually 

outgrew the little shop and moved to larger 

quarters. Many parties and social meetings of 

Sycamore notables were held in the large dining 

room. 

 

William G. Maxfield operated the site as the 

American House in 1854 and advertised that it 

was “run on strictly temperate principals.” At 

that time, the office of surgeon dentist Dr. 

Hanford was housed there. Asa Calkins’ 1872 

death notice, mentioned that at one time he 

“kept the old American House in Sycamore.”  

 

On April 6, 1878, the 3ÙÜÌɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕɯreported 

thatɯ“The churn man is in trouble—his churn 

and other valuables have been seized to secure a 

board bill of $36 at the City Hotel.” During the 

1884 election, the City Hotel was the polling 

location for the First Ward. 

 

In 1892, proprietor D.H. Barrows lost $7 when “a 

tramp tapped the till. . . . He went through a 

window and when last seen was scrambling 

aboard a freight train for DeKalb.” 

 

Innkeeper Eli Barnes also doubled as the county 

sheriff. A humorous story appeared in the July 3, 

1937, 3ÙÜÌɯ1Ì×ÜÉÓÐÊÈÕ stating that Barnes kept his 

prisoners chained to chairs in the back room 

while he waited on customers in the tavern. 

  

In 1900, owner F.B. Townsend constructed a feed 

stables on a lot east of the hotel. Around 1904 the 

hostelry was moved across the street, to where 

the current post office stands, to make room for 

the library to be built. Along with the $10,000 

Carnegie gift toward the library was the 

stipulation that the land must be donated. 

Townsend gave the land at State and Main and 

moved the hotel across the street. 

 

The Mansion House seemingly lost some of its 

dignity in 1912 when it was used as the poultry 

exhibit building at the 1912 Midwinter Fair. 

 

In 1914, the Mansion House was again displaced 

when the US Postal Service went to court to 

force Townsend to sell the land where the old 

hotel stood, apparently the ideal location for 

their new post office. This time, the hotel took a 

more significant trip, north several blocks to  the 

(Continued from page 6)  
ALSO KNOWN AS 

 
1839–1854 Mansion House  
1854–1870  American House  
1868   The Nunnery  
1868–1870 Sycamore House  
1870–1900 City Hotel  
1900–1919 City Hotel and Stables  
1931–1934 Ye Olde Inn  
1934–1958 Sinclair Inn  
1958 –1959 Hole in the Wall  
 
While the Mansion House was known by other 
names down through the years, it was often 
referred to by its original name. The dates are 
approximate, as gleaned from newspaper articles. 
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corner of Main and Page 

Streets—eventually 

known as 358 N. Main 

Street. To make way, 

most of the telephone 

poles on the street had 

to be moved. 

 

In 1939, one of nine 

Class A liquor licenses 

renewed was to Archie 

Giltner for 358 N. Main 

at a cost of $500. Under 

the ownership of 

Giltner, the Sinclair Inn, 

as it was now known, 

was moved a third time, 

in 1944. This was just a 

short trip south, to the 

second lot from the 

corner of Main and 

Page, which allowed for joining with the building 

currently on the lot, to add capacity to the hotel. 
 

When fire broke out in February of 1959, four 

families were driven from their apartments. 

Millard Van DeWalker apparently slept through 

the alarm, however, and died of suffocation. 

Damage was extensive to over half the structure, 

which was only partially covered by insurance. 

Owners William Walker and C.E. Hurtt decided 

not to rebuild, and Sycamore’s first frame 

structure was demolished after 120 years of 

service. ê 

 

 
Sources: Sycamore True Republican, various issues; 

Portrait & Biographical Album of DeKalb County, 1885; 

History of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1868, by Henry Boies; 

Sycamore According to Luke, 1994, by Luke McLagan; 

“Yarns, Tales And History,” 1968, by Luke McLagan; 

Images of America, Sycamore by Arcadia Publishing, 2007. 

STR June 20, 1934 

As residents began using 

automobiles, the Mansion House 

again seized an opportunity. To the 

tavern, eatery, and hotel, gas pumps 

were added. By 1932, the building 

was the home of the Sinclair Oil 

station. The above ad first ran in the 

{ȅŎŀƳƻǊŜ ¢ǊǳŜ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎŀƴ on 

December 5, 1931. During this time, 

the basement of “Ye Olde Inn” was modernized as a dance pavilion and dances were held weekly.  ¦ƴŘŀǘŜŘ ǇƘƻǘƻ 
ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ WƻƛƴŜǊ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ wƻƻƳΦ 
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B arns provide a wealth of information useful to historical research. Construction tech-

niques and the materials used can provide clues 

to the age of the building and when changes were 

made. From the first European settlement to to-

day, barns are a living testament to the history of 

agricultural innovation. 

 

DeKalb County was settled after 1832 by pre-

dominantly American-born pioneers from the 

east and European immigrants from Finland, 

Germany, Sweden, Ireland, Scotland, and Greece, 

to name a few. They tended to settle near streams 

and stands of trees, using the nearby logs to build 

shelters for their families and livestock. As 

sawmills were built along the Kishwaukee River, 

these first farm buildings were covered over or 

replaced with sawn lumber. Few if any of these 

early structures exist today. Newly arrived 

settlers used the knowledge and ethnic traditions 

they brought with them when building structures 

on their new landscape.  

 

Settlers from the east coast introduced the Eng-

lish barn (pictured above) to DeKalb County. The 

English barn, which had been popular in New 

England, is a simple wood frame with a gable 

roof measuring 42 feet to 60 feet long and about 

30 feet wide. It consisted of a haymow on either 

side of an open floor space for threshing as well 

as space to house livestock. The threshing floor 

provided work space at a time when most of the 

work was done by hand.  

 

Early farms averaged about 100 acres in order to 

be able to plant and harvest using the hand tools 

available at the time. These tools did not require 

very much storage space. Two-story barns, 

known as bank barns, were often built into a hill 

to provide a direct entrance onto each story and 

easy access to unload hay.  

 

During the 1850s, the Crimean War changed agri-

culture by creating a demand for agricultural 

products resulting in increased profits for farm-

ers. Farmers began buying more acreage and the 

newly invented machinery to farm this increased 

acreage and built new farm buildings to house 

this new equipment. Form and ethnic tradition 

soon gave way to function, which has remained 

the determining factor in barn building. 

 

With the invention of the hay track and other  

 

!ÈÙÕÚȯɯ ɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ1ÌÚÖÜÙÊÌ 
By Donna Langford 

Curator, DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Association  

An example of the bank barn style. 
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devices to move hay into barns, two-story non-

bank barns were now possible. A hay hood peakɯɯ

on a barn indicates that a hay track ran along the 

interior roof line to haul the hay up and across the 

storage space. Without the need for a hill, barns 

could now be built anywhere on the farmstead 

and were less expensive to build. As the nine-

teenth century came to a close, barns were built to 

satisfy functional needs. Barns differed depending 

on the cost to build, the needs of a particular 

farmer, and the skills of the barn builder.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

$ß×ÓÖÙÌɯÈɯÝÈÙÐÌÛàɯÖÍɯÉÈÙÕÚɯËÜÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ#Ì*ÈÓÉɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ

!ÈÙÕɯÛÖÜÙɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯƜȮɯƖƔƕƙȮɯƝȯƔƔɯÈȭÔȭɯɬɯƘȯƔƔɯ×ȭÔȭɯÚ×ÖÕɪ

ÚÖÙÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ)ÖÚÌ×Ïɯ%ȭɯ&ÓÐËËÌÕɯ'ÖÔÌÚÛÌÈËɯȫɯ'ÐÚÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ

"ÌÕÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯ#Ì*ÈÓÉɯ ÙÌÈɯ ÎÙÐÊÜÓÛÜÙÈÓɯ'ÌÙÐÛÈÎÌɯ ÚÚÖÊÐɪ

ÈÛÐÖÕɯȹ#  ' Ⱥȭɯ 
 

 ËÝÈÕÊÌɯ3ÐÊÒÌÛÚ 

https://dekalbcountybarntour.yapsody.com  

(ÕÍÖÙÔÈÛÐÖÕɯ 

www.gliddenhomestead.org ÖÙ www.daaha.org 

daaha.inc@gmail.com  

info@gliddenhomestead.org   

815-756-7904 or 815 756-8737 

 
 
New directors and officers were 
installed at the DCHGS annual 
meeting on April 14. Shown left to 
right are directors A.A. “Bud” 
Burgin, Terry Martin, Paul 
Engstrom, Henry Leonard; Marcia 
Wilson, Vice President, Programs; 
Joan Hardekopf, Treasurer; Sandy 
Lyon, President. Not shown are 
Sue Breese, Secretary;  directors 
Bob Hutcheson and Harold 
Lehman. 
 
tƘƻǘƻ ŎƻǳǊǘŜǎȅ .ƛƭƭ /ǳƳƳƛƴƎǎ 

https://dekalbcountybarntour.yapsody.com
http://www.gliddenhomestead.org
http://www.daaha.org
mailto:daaha.inc@gmail.com
mailto:info@gliddenhomestead.org
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I  had a family history brick wall that stayed in place no matter what I did to try to take it 

apart brick by brick.  You family historians prob-

ably know what I mean. It stood for decades, 

taunting me to find a way through.  Over the 

years I'd accumulated a pile of documents relat-

ing to the people on that branch of my family 

tree.  

Since I moved back to the region from where my 

ancestors hailed, I decided to take a drive to see 

the ancestral landscape.  Fairhaven, Massachu-

setts is a lovely town on the water with a lot of 

history.  I visited the public library and noted 

that they had an archive, drove by an old Revolu-

tionary War era fort (site of the first maritime 

skirmish between patriots and the British, in fact) 

and basically got the lay of the land.  I visited the 

adjacent park to that fort, and looked across the 

water at another ancestral town of residence--

New Bedford, Massachusetts.   

 

When I got home I did something that finally 

changed what I knew about that family.  All that 

sea air cleared the cobwebs out of my 

head!  Here's how I did it: 

¶ I sat down and organized that pile of papers 

I'd been sitting on. 

¶ I then created a year by year timeline of an 

ancestral couple's time together.   

 

Generally timelines are for a single person, but I 

thought, why not see the husband and wife in 

context?  On that timeline I placed every event I 

could find relating to them in date order and in-

serted historical details as well (and there is a lot 

of history in this part of New England). 

I refreshed my research by double-checking to 

see if anything new was online. It's useful to 

check online sources on a regular basis because it 

takes archives and other organizations a while to 

prepare their collections for online. You never 

know what you'll find. 

 

3.ɯ/ 1 /'1 2$ȯɯ3$ 1ɯ#.6-ɯ3'(2ɯ6 ++ȵ 

 

This exercise worked!  A certain Hannah J. Ma-

comber (b. 1844) was no longer a mystery ances-

tor. There is new data I can now investigate fur-

ther and theories that I'm closer to proving.  

 

I now create timelines for every couple on my 

family tree. These year-by-year graphic organiz-

ers make great checklists of what I've already 

found and what's missing. 

 

So like I suggested at the beginning:  I timeline, 

do you?  Give it a try and let me know how it 

works for you.  I'd love to know how you solve 

your mysteries.ɯ 

 

1Ì×ÙÐÕÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÌÙÔÐÚÚÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈÜÛÏÖÙȭ 

 

Maureen Taylor, òThe Photo Detective,ó is a frequent 

keynote speaker on photo identification, photograph 

preservation, and family history at historical and genealog-

ical societ ies, museums, conferences, and libraries across 

the U.S., London, and Canada.  Sheõs the author of several 

books and hundreds of articles, and has made numerous 

television appearances. She is currently a contributing edi-

tor of  Family Tree Magazine. 

%ÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÎÌÕÌÈÓÖÎÐÚÛɯÐÕɯàÖÜɯȭȭȭ 
 

3ÐÔÌÓÐÕÌɯ8ÖÜÙɯ%ÈÔÐÓàɯ#ÈÛÈ 
by Maureen Taylor 
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$ÚÛÈÛÌɯ(ÕÝÌÕÛÖÙÐÌÚ 
by Alice Lintereur 

 

While going through piles of papers saved for 

future reading, I came upon several inventories 

from ancestors, mostly farmers, who died in the 

1700s.  In my case, these inventories are from 

German immigrants who settled in Pennsylvania.   

 

An inventory was usually made after a person 

died to determine the total value of their estate.  

These old inventories provide clues on how our 

ancestors lived and help draw a picture of 18th 

and 19th century life.  Included in the inventory 

was an accounting of ALL possessions (real and 

personal) of the deceased.  Laws have changed 

with the times so documents found in a probate 

file will vary radically. They may range from a 

single letter to a sheaf of court and family docu-

ments.  

 

If the file represents proceedings to settle the es-

tate of a deceased, its contents might include: 

¶ a will, if there was one 

¶ codicils (amendments) to the will 

¶ a petition for an executor or administrator 

¶ probate of the will 

¶ a list of heirs or divisees 

¶ an inventory of the deceased’s estate at time  

       of death and the value of each item 

¶ a report of the committee for partition when   

      heirs cannot agree amongst themselves about          

      how to divide the estate 

¶ receipts from heirs and divisees 

¶ a closing statement by the court 

¶ an inventory of real estate and stocks and  

       bonds held in joint tenancy, even though not  

       part of the probate proceedings. 

 

In the 1700s, there was an accounting of a per-

son’s belongings and many people at the time 

were the original immigrants, so words were 

written phonetically and native languages used. 

Each item was given its monetary worth—in this 

case in pounds, shillings, and pence. 

 

Reading through the list can indicate if they had 

books, livestock, tools of a trade – such as spin-

ning wheels or tools of agriculture, how many 

beds, etc.  

'ÌÓ×ȯɯɯ6ÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÈɯ2ÐÛÏɯÈÕËɯ2ÕÌÌÛÏɯÞÏÌÌÓȳ 

Below are examples of items listed in the inventory and descriptions. 

Stilarts A portable Scale 

6 Bottels viols with oil Bottles and vials 

Cros Cot Saw Cross cut saw 

Old ogres Chesels Augers and Chisels 

Seiths Scythes 

Grubing haw Grubbing hoe 

Bage with Tryet peetches Bag of dried Peaches 

Ooden trenchers Wooden serving trays  

6 cheers, banche and Barles    Chairs, bench and barrels 

Tupe and Strainer Tub and strainer 

Woman sadle and pillion Woman saddle and pillow 

Hoghats A large cask or barrel 

Dung fork, dung hooks Tools used for spreading manure  

Chorn with divers Churn with paddles – as butter churn 

Old iron and other iron Lumber means useless material in this case 

Iron a Dough Trough Iron and a trough to mix dough and prevents drafts while raising              
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DCHGS Genealogy Interest Group 

Location: Sycamore Public Library,  

Joiner History Room 

4th Wednesday of every month, 6-8 pm.  

All are welcome! 

The April genealogy interest group meeting was full of 
exciting show-and-tell. Besides Diane McQueen’s 
handwritten Fairdale history, Linda Eichhorst, above, 
brought in a family photo that she had had 
professionally enlarged.  After finding the “perfect” 
frame on sale, she had the  January 1, 1913, wedding 
photo of her grandparents enlarged by Womack 
Photography. Several additional copies were made to 

give cousins, other grandchildren of the couple. 

#ÈÛÐÕÎɯ3ÖÔÉÚÛÖÕÌÚ 
 

One way to figure out the era your ancestor was buried is to examine the material 

from which the tombstone is made.  

¶ If your ancestor has a stone made of slate or common fieldstone (except wood 

used by pioneers), chances are the stone dates from 1796-1830.  

¶ If the stone is flat-topped, hard marble, dates are about 1830-1849.  

¶ If your mystery stone is round or pointed soft marble with cursive inscriptions, look for a date of 

1845-1868.  

¶ Masonic four-sided stones began in 1850 and are still in use today.   

¶ Pylons, columns, and other exotic-style monuments are usually dated 1860-1900.  

¶ Zinc monuments date from 1870-1900.  

¶ Granite, now common, came into use about 1900. 

 

'ÐÕÛɯÈÉÖÜÛɯÍÈËÐÕÎɯÞÙÐÛÐÕÎȯɯIf the writing is too faded to read, use a 75-watt black-light bulb in any lamp 

that casts light directly on the written message. The writing will appear miraculously. 
- taken from http://genealogytrails.com/ 

http://genealogytrails.com/
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Pioneer Day Marks Golden  

Celebration 
 

This year’s /ÐÖÕÌÌÙɯ#Èàɯevent will be held 

on  ÜÎÜÚÛɯƗƔɯÍÙÖÔɯƕƕɯÈȭÔȭɯÛÖɯƘɯ×ȭÔȭɯon the 

museum grounds at 622 Park Ave., Genoa.  

The fun, educational, family-oriented event 

was the brain child of Roger and JoAnn Wat-

son and has gone on for 30 wonderful years.  

 

Crafts abound from days long gone by. During your 

visit, there will be plenty of opportunities to try 

your hand at the survival skills of the past. The 

many crafts represent the 1830s way of life. Young-

sters will enjoy old-fashioned activities like corn 

shelling, rope making, and wood carving.  And if 

you feel like a rest, let the percheron team take you 

for a ride in the period stagecoach.  R.J. Spilene has 

been giving rides on his stagecoaches for the past 30 

years.   

 

Pork chop dinners will be served by the Genoa Li-

on’s Club and then, of course, you may like a slice of 

the delicious homemade pie from the museum Pie 

Shop.  The Cowboys put on a great show; the piano 

player makes music on a piano made in Genoa; and 

a harp player adds to the lovely music inside  the 

museum itself.  There are many folks dressed in pe-

riod clothing to add to the atmosphere.   On your 

way to the Silent Auction or story teller, stop by and 

pick up a piece of freshly made cornbread, topped 

with fresh churned butter and delicious local honey.  

 

Ample parking with handicapped designated  areas 

is available.  There is no gate charge, but donations 

are always welcomeȭɯɯ 

 

Visit KVHS at  
622 Park Avenue, Genoa  

815-784-5559   

e-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 

Hours 
Wednesday 1:00-5:00; 2nd Sunday 2:00-4:00 

Brown Bag Lunch Programs 3rd Wed., noon  
 

Admission by donation 

http://www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/KishValHistSoc/

New_Homepage.htm 

M USEUM  

CORNER  

%ÌÈÛÜÙÐÕÎ 

*ÐÚÏÞÈÜÒÌÌɯ5ÈÓÓÌàɯ'ÌÙÐÛÈÎÌɯ 

2ÖÊÐÌÛàɯÈÕËɯ,ÜÚÌÜÔ 

Shown left to right are President, Orrin Merritt; 

Directors Cynthia Weiss and Sherry Frankenbach; 

and intern Amanda Nellett.  Amanda attends 

Northern Illinois University and has been work-

ing on the Museum’s social media presence.  

Through the cooperation of NIU’s Center for 

Nongovernmental Organization Leadership and 

Development (NGOD) and the DeKalb County 

Nonprofit Partnership (DCNP), students with ma-

jors in Community Leadership and Civic Engage-

ment (CLCE) were able to participate in intern-

ships with nonprofits in DeKalb County.  

mailto:kvhs@atcyber.net
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Adams Mary "Sis" 71 1/31/2015 Naperville, Sandwich 2/10/2015 VLP 
Allen Jr. William J. 72 3/5/2015 DeKalb 3/7/2015  
Anderson Bettylou Challand 83 2/28/2015 Shabbona, Waterman, IL 3/3/2015  
Anderson Charles Allen   80 4/24/2015 Berwyn, Plainfield, Sandwich IL 4/30/2015  KCR 
Bailey Sharon 55 3/3/2015 DeKalb 3/11/2015  
Ballard Wanda Baker 78 5/5/2015 Rochelle, Kirkland, IL 5/8/2015  
Beck Doris Steed 90 2/23/2015 Texas; Rochelle, IL 2/26/2015  
Bernt Glen A. 76 2/11/2015 Melrose Park, Somonauk IL 2/24/2015  VL 
Best Harry J. 84 3/12/2015 MN; IA; Sycamore 3/14/2015  
Binion Dorothy L. Smith 81 4/2/2015 CA; Plano, Sycamore IL 4/9/2015  KCR 
Birkett John H. 81 3/27/2015 WI; DeKalb, IL 3/30/2015  
Bonfield Susan L.  Swederski 65 3/7/2015 Chicago, Shabbona IL 3/12/2015  KCR 
Borchert Anna B. 93 4/11/2015 Esmond, DeKalb, IL 5/2/2015  
Bradbury Robert L.  4/14/2015 CO; DeKalb, IL 4/27/2015  
Brannon Michael A. 68 5/5/2015 LaSalle, Sycamore, IL 5/8/2015  
Brantner Max W. 89 4/27/2015 FL; Lanark, Sycamore, IL 4/30/2015  
Brassard Timothy A. 63 4/1/2015 WI, Somonauk, Sandwich IL 4/9/2015  KCR 
Braun Daniel J. 49 4/7/2015 MN; DeKalb, IL 4/9/2015  
Breese Phyllis Furland 91 3/19/2015 Hinckley, DeKalb, IL 3/23/2015  
Brent Glen A. 76 2/11/2015 Melrose Park, Somonauk, IL 2/24/2015 VFP 
Brooks Lena Hibbs 96 2/10/2015 PA; MO; Aurora, DeKalb, IL 2/28/2015  
Bulson Rev. George L. Jr. 83 4/14/2015 MI; WV; Sandwich IL 4/23/2015  KCR 
Busse James F. 71 12/13/2014 WI; UT; Sycamore, Rochelle, IL online  
Caballero Jr. Eutiquiano B. 68 2/25/2015 DeKalb IL 2/27/2015  
Cady Patrick 49 2/18/2015 Sycamore IL 2/21/2015  
Carlson Marie Olson 99 2/28/2015 Sycamore, Clare IL 3/3/2015  
Cheney Paul E. 69 2/26/2015 Sugar Grove, Sycamore, IL 2/27/2015  
Christensen Joyce Sherrill 52 2/2/2015 DeKalb,  Savanna, IL 2/18/2015  
Cliffe Robert L. 64 4/5/2015 Rockford, DeKalb, IL 4/8/2015  
Cook Marjorie Reynolds 86 4/19/2015 MI; DeKalb, IL 4/21/2015  
Corey Ione Gray 91 2/24/2015 Sycamore, New Lebanon, IL; NC 2/27/2015  
Cox  Dorothy Alexander 72 4/3/2015 WI; Earlville, IL 4/6/2015  
Cronin Jerry "Mick" 73 3/16/2015 Oak Park, Sandwich, IL 3/24/2015  
Cullison Dona Sanders 89 5/6/2015 Ashton, DeKalb, IL 5/8/2015  
Dellenback Sally Bark 77 4/5/2015 Sandwich, IL 4/7/2015  
Deming Carol L. Smith 61 5/4/2015 Aurora, Waterman, Sycamore IL 5/19/2015  VL 
Denman Carole Bergeson 77 3/15/2015 Bourbonnais, Waterman, IL 3/24/2015  
Dequin Henry 89 5/6/2015 MI, OK, MO; DeKalb, IL;  3/10/2015  
Diedrich John F. 89 2/22/2015 DeKalb, Scales Mound, IL 2/25/2015  
Diedrich D. Thomas 82 4/3/2015 CA; Indonesia; Sycamore, IL 4/4/2015  
Dienst Lisa Pannell 52 2/26/2015 Maple Park, Thomson, IL; Iowa 3/3/2015  
Dolder Sarah Wood 90 3/31/2015 GA; Maple Park, IL 4/3/2015  
Dunbar Genevieve Spotz 96 3/16/2015 DeKalb, Belvidere, IL 3/18/2015  
Dyer Janet Pederson 68 3/2/2015 Paw Paw, Waukegan, IL 3/7/2015  
Ederer Vera "Lou" Crouch 99 3/25/2015 KY, Waterman, DeKalb IL 4/2/2015  KCR 
Erickson Joyce Harris 78 3/8/2015 NC; TX; KY, Sycamore, IL 3/11/2015  
Even Robert L. 85 4/7/2015 MN; DeKalb, IL 4/25/2015  
Fink Eugene R. 87 12/28/2014 WI; Rockford, IL online  
Forsyth-Arends-Lindstrom   Alice 92 3/13/2015 AZ; ND; CO; Wheaton, DeKalb, IL 3/17/2015  
Franke Eric A. 75 2/10/2015 Sycamore, Evanston, Wilmette, IL 2/16/2015  
Freeland Richard J. 78 5/5/2015 Sandwich IL 5/19/2015  VL 
Freeman Vernon R. 84 4/20/2015 Sycamore, Genoa, IL 4/22/2015  
French Bonnie  68 3/11/2015 Cortland, DeKalb, IL 3/12/2015  
Gabriel Nathan R. 36 5/11/2015 Sycamore, IL 5/13/2015  
Gardner Cheryl 70 3/11/2015 Chicago, Evanston, DeKalb, IL 3/24/2015  
Gherity Christopher W. 58 3/2/2015 MI; Kingston, IL 3/6/2015  
Gibson Brian P. 45 3/27/2015 Arlington Heights, Somonauk IL 4/7/2015  VL 
Gram Steven F. 58 3/3/2015 Chicago, Sandwich IL 3/12/2015  KCR 
Greenacre Donna M. 76 2/15/2015 DeKalb, Chicago 2/17/2015  
Grimm Jessica 36 3/18/2015 DeKalb Co., IL; Ashland City, TN 3/25/2015  
Haas Charles H. 72 3/26/2015 Sandwich, Somonauk IL,  4/7/2015  VL 
Harmon Opal Amos 98 4/24/2015 Genoa, Esmond, IL 4/29/2015  
Hass Charles H. 72 3/26/2015 Somonauk, IL 4/7/2015 VL  
Hayes Gretchen Mohrlein 70 3/6/2015 NC; DeKalb, IL 3/10/2015  
Hehring Charles M. 66 2/15/2015 Hinckley, Murphysboro, IL 2/18/2015  
Hess Helen Haas 97 3/5/2015 Sycamore, Marengo, IL 3/11/2015  
Hicks Wava Smith 88 3/29/2015 Genoa, IL 3/31/2015  
Hoadley Gary H. 61 3/12/2015 Sycamore 3/16/2015  
Hoard Doris Watson 83 2/26/2015 Malta, IL; MO 2/28/2015  

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries  
Feb 16 -May 15, 2015  
compiled by Joiner History Room and Kristy Gravlin  

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE DEATH DATE RESIDED IN    ISSUE DATE SOURCE 

ABN = Aurora Beacon News LNP/LNY = Larson-Nelson Funeral Home 
BEVG = Beverage Funeral Home  TEPlo = Turner Eighner Fun.Home, Plano    
BURK = Burkhard Funeral Home TEErl= Turner Eichner Fun. Home, Earlville 
DMH = Dieterle Memorial Funeral Home  SR = Sandwich Record  

KCR = Kendall County Record VL = Valley Life 
NELPlo = Nelson Funeral Home, Plano   

NONE = DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE IS
S

U
E

 K
E

Y
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Houghtaylen Shirley Colbe 95 4/21/2015 Hinckley, Sandwich IL 4/30/2015  KCR 
Hunt Edwin P. 74 3/15/2015 DeKalb; Green Bay, WI 3/20/2015  
Hyland Edwin J. 93 3/30/2015 Chicago, DeKalb, IL 4/1/2015  
Japuntich Nina Mustari 55 2/22/2015 Geneva, Chicago 2/25/2015  
Jensen Kevin R. 21 4/24/2015 MN; Naperville, DeKalb, IL 5/6/2015  
Jerde Carol Walsberg 82 3/19/2015 ND; S. Elgin, DeKalb, Sycamore, IL 3/21/2015  
Johnson Richard Lee 71 3/26/2015 Yorkville, Sandwich, Aurora IL 4/7/2015  VL 
Johnson Gladys Ditter 96 4/4/2015 Elgin, Barrington, DeKalb, IL 4/8/2015  
Johnson Charles M. 74 5/7/2015 DeKalb, IL; Wausau, WI 5/8/2015  
Jorgensen Robert E. 95 3/25/2015 Chicago, DeKalb, IL 3/27/2015  
Kammes Mary Brummel 87 3/29/2015 Aurora, Sycamore, IL 4/1/2015  
Keene Maxine E. Kalanquin 89 3/28/2015 Flint MI; Sandwich IL 4/2/2015  KCR 
Kidd III Charles V. 53 2/21/2015 Sycamore IL 2/25/2015  
King David Lee 66 2/21/2015 DeKalb, IL 3/28/2015  
Kliesch Elizabeth Brothers 68 3/20/2015 Sycamore, DeKalb, IL 3/23/2015  
Klink James R. 68 3/27/2015 CO; Sycamore, IL 4/2/2015  
Knecht Lillian Gosda 91 3/10/2015 Atlanta, DeKalb, IL 3/14/2015  
Knodle Edward C. 62 3/5/2015 Plainfield, Sycamore, IL 3/9/2015  
Knotts Ruby Cappleman 71  2/__/2015 Mississippi; Somonauk, IL 2/14/2015 VFP 
Knur Mildred Bolatto 80 3/26/2015 Marseilles, Sandwich, DeKalb IL 4/7/2015  VL 
Konkowski Ralene A. 84 4/6/2015 DeKalb, IL 4/8/2015  
Korth Gerald J. 90 3/22/2015 NE; Genoa, IL 3/24/2015  
Koski Lauri V. 96 3/1/2015 DeKalb IL 3/3/2015  
Kuhn Gary Robert 62 2/9/2015 Clare, Aurora IL 2/18/2015  
Kullen Bruce John 83 4/15/2015 Western Spgs, Sandwich, Aurora IL 5/5/2015  VL 
Lane Jack 76 4/15/2015 Sandwich, Harrisburg IL 4/23/2014  KCR 
Lavender Ricky L. 59 2/20/2015 Kenton, KY; Mansfield, OH;  2/24/2015  
Lavender Harold F. 75 3/3/2015 DeKalb, Chicago 5/5/2015  
Leeman Sue Miller Zehnpfennig  3/23/2015 ND; Southern Pines NC 3/25/2015  
Leffelman Norbert F. 82 4/23/2015 AZ; Amboy, Maple Park, IL 4/25/2015  
Lewis Sharlyne McFarland 88 4/24/2015 Chicago, DeKalb, IL 4/27/2015  
Lofgren Marie Cook 88 3/25/2015 TX; DeKalb, Bolingbrook, IL 3/28/2015  
Long Jutta (Mrs.) 87 3/4/2015 Germany; DeKalb, IL 3/11/2015  
Loyd Roger Dale 67 3/20/2015 Alabama; Sycamore 3/23/2015  
Luoma Charles R. 79 3/25/2015 AZ; WI; DeKalb, IL 4/11/2015  
Lutes Ellen E.  McIntyre 77 4/3/2015 WI; Yorkville, Sandwich IL 4/9/2015  KCR 
Luxton Isla Wall 99 4/2/2015 AL; Mayfield Twp., IL 4/4/2015  
Lynch II Robert A. 61 1/14/2015 Illinois 2/21/2015  
Lyons Raymond P. 68 2/15/2015 DeKalb, Maple Park, Sycamore 2/18/2015  
Lyons Kristie Beth 44 12/12/2014 Indiana; Waterman, IL online  
Maness Doris Frederickson 83 2/26/2015 DeKalb IL 2/28/2015  
Marker Brent Edward 59 4/18/2015 OH; Sheridan, Sandwich IL 4/30/2015  KCR 
Martz Geraldine Grenko 90 3/2/2015 Thayer, Yorkville, Shabbona IL 3/12/2015  KCR 
Marvick Henry "Hank" 92 4/4/2015 Oak Park, Leland, IL 4/7/2015  
Mazzacano Frank J., Jr. 75 5/9/2015 Chicago, Somonauk IL 5/19/2015  VL 
McCabe Lorraine Quigley 94 3/18/2015 England; Sycamore, DeKalb 3/21/2015  
McCarthy Michael W. 61 4/13/2015 Crystal Lake, Sycamore, IL 5/2/2015  
McDermott Charles 89 3/13/2015 DeKalb, Rochelle, IL 3/16/2015  
McDowell Gerald V. 79 4/13/2015 OH; LA; DeKalb, IL 4/16/2015  
McLain Leona Solseth 78 4/24/2015 MN; Sycamore, IL 4/27/2015  
McMurray Vivian Durham 79 4/21/2015 IA; Kingston, IL 4/25/2015  
Melton Marillyn Harrington 85 3/26/2015 Malta, DeKalb, IL 3/31/2015  
Michael Ronald C. 57 4/24/2015 DeKalb, Belvidere, IL 4/27/2015  
Mills Carol Sue 26 2/25/2015 DeKalb IL 2/27/2015  
Minnegan Floyd J. 89 4/24/2015 Sycamore, IL 4/28/2015  
Mobley George 79 2/14/2015 Sycamore, DeKalb 2/19/2015  
Mohney Marilyn Warner 81 2/24/2015 Kingston, Genoa, Rockford, IL 3/4/2015  
Morgan Merrillyn Keys O'Boyle 87 3/11/2015 IN; Fox Valley area, IL 3/20/2015  
Mullins Jane Ping 74 4/7/2015 Mattoon, Paw Paw, IL 4/10/2015  
Mullins Richard H.  5/1/2015 MD; Shabbona, IL 5/5/2015  
Murphy Durward L. "Dewey" 69 3/2/2015 Sandwich, Aurora IL 3/12/2015  KCR 
Nagy Linda Sue 64 3/18/2015 Ottawa, Sandwich, Earlville IL 3/26/2015  KCR 
Nelson Kenneth E. 63 2/17/2015 Geneva, Aurora, IL 2/20/2015  
Neuman Paul   88 4/10/2015 Germany; Chicago, Sycamore, IL 4/16/2015  
Nissen Jeffrey S. 25 3/30/2015 Hoffman Estates, Kingston, IL 4/1/2015  
Nolf Debra McCall 53 4/11/2015 Rockford, Sycamore, IL 4/15/2015  
Nugent Edward L. 86 3/27/2015 Serena, Waterman, DeKalb IL 4/2/2015    KCR 
Olson Charlene Robertson 85 4/27/2015 DeKalb, Sycamore, IL 4/29/2015  
Olson Marty 60 2/22/2015 Sycamore 2/24/2015  

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries  
Feb 16 -May 15, 2015  
compiled by Joiner History Room and Kristy Gravlin  

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE DEATH DATE RESIDED IN   ISSUE DATE SOURCE 

ABN = Aurora Beacon News LNP/LNY = Larson-Nelson Funeral Home 
BEVG = Beverage Funeral Home  TEPlo = Turner Eighner Fun.Home, Plano    
BURK = Burkhard Funeral Home TEErl= Turner Eichner Fun. Home, Earlville 
DMH = Dieterle Memorial Funeral Home  SR = Sandwich Record  

KCR = Kendall County Record VL = Valley Life 
NELPlo = Nelson Funeral Home, Plano   

NONE = DEKALB DAILY CHRONICLE IS
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Osterle Heinz D. 82 5/4/2015 Germany; Washington DC; DeKalb 5/9/2015  
Packard Jack E. 76 3/22/2015 Genoa, Morristown, IL 4/1/2015  
Patterman Bessie Navalny 80 1/23/2015 Sandwich, Chicago 2/3/2015 VLP 
Paydon R. Harlan 90 3/28/2015 Plainfield, Batavia, IL 3/31/2015  
Peden Julie Faye Flynn 51 4/20/2015 Sandwich, Morris, Aurora IL 4/30/2015  KCR 
Pickens Louise Carstedt 93 4/1/2015 DeKalb, IL 4/3/2015  
Pink Janice Nendza 65 2/18/2015 DeKalb, Northlake, IL 2/21/2015  
Poe Stephen L. 70 4/13/2015 NV; DeKalb, IL 4/18/2015  
Polachek Ralph 87 2/24/2015 Sycamore, Oak Forest, IL 2/27/2015  
Quigley Randy S. 60 3/19/2015 Aurora, Cortland, Yorkville IL 3/26/2015  KCR 
Quinn Robert A. 64 3/28/2015 AZ; Cortland, IL 4/4/2015  
Ramp Jay R. 47 2/27/2015 Sycamore, Evanston, IL 3/3/2015  
Ratfield Marion Hawley 98 4/14/2015 Woodstock, Sycamore, IL 4/22/2015  
Ray Mary Alice Cochrane 82 3/20/2015 CA; DeKalb, IL 4/11/2015  
Reynolds Marlene Thie 69 3/21/2015 IA; Sandwich, Somonauk IL 4/7/2015  VL 
Ringo Geneva Houser 96 5/2/2015 Fancher, Kingston, IL 5/5/2015  
Roby Geraldine Baldwin 88 4/26/2015 WI; St. Charles, Sycamore, IL 4/30/2015  
Ruback Dennis E. 71 2/14/2015 DeKalb, Sycamore, Genoa; Arizona 2/21/2015  
Ruback Doris Baarstad 94 2/17/2015 Grayslake, IL; North Dakota 2/25/2015  
Ryan Sterling 80 3/22/2015 Kentucky; DeKalb 3/24/2015  
Sanders Joyce Hill 94 2/1/2015 Colfax, Sandwich, Leland, IL 2/10/2015  VFL 
Santoro Kathy 60 12/27/2014 Sycamore, IL legacy.com  
Schafer DeLos M. 95 3/4/2015 Malta, IL  3/6/2015  
Schaffner John W. 93 4/30/2015 DeKalb, Sycamore, IL 5/5/2015  
Schalau Brian V. 55 3/15/2015 Melrose Park, DeKalb 3/25/2015  
Schlam Lawrence 72 3/7/2015 NY; Kingston, IL 4/7/2015  
Schlieben Robert G. 101 2/14/2015 Batavia, Chicago, Sycamore 2/18/2015  
Schrader Steven C. 49 3/9/2015 MO; Sycamore, Kingston, IL 3/11/2015  
Schroeder Donald G. 89 3/19/2015 MN; DeKalb, IL 3/28/2015  
Sennett Alec W. 24 4/28/2015 WI; Aurora, Big Rock, IL 5/1/2015  
Seyller Rita Schiesher 85 2/17/2015 Hampshire 2/19/2015  
Sigman Carol 68 2/13/2015 DeKalb 2/14/2015  
Simonson Cynthia Swenson 65 2/3/2015 Big Rock, Aurora, IL 2/17/2015  VLP 
Singleton Leon 87 2/24/2015 DeKalb, Sycamore; Arkansas 2/26/2015  
Sinkler Wiliam J. 81 3/5/2015 Chicago, Sandwich, IL 3/17/2015  VFP 
Smith Joyce Kinchner 80 2/20/2015 IA; Sandwich, DeKalb, IL 2/23/2015  
Smith Randall J. 57 3/20/2015 Shabbona, Paris, Rantoul, IL 3/26/2015  
Smith Ruth Benson 101 4/1/2015 DeKalb, IL 4/4/2015  
Smith Shirley Skaar 82 4/6/2015 DeKalb, IL 4/8/2015  
Smith John M. 88 4/11/2015 MN; DeKalb, Plainfield, IL 4/14/2015  
Smith Marilyn Jansen 85 2/21/2015 Pekin, Sycamore; MI; AZ 2/26/2015  
Snyder May Baxter 90 3/2/2015 WI; DeKalb 3/26/2015  
Sorensen Roy J.  99 3/9/2015 Virgil, Kaneville, Big Rock IL 3/17/2015  VL 
Stojan Betty Jean Defenbaugh 88 3/30/2015 Genoa, IL 4/2/2015  
Stoll Tina  30 4/21/2015 Rockford, Kirkland, IL 4/25/2015  
Strom Beverly Wascher 77 3/9/2015 NE; Kirkland, Sycamore, IL 3/12/2015  
Swenson Margaret Roach 94 12/30/2014 Boone Co., IL; Kirkland, IL online  
Thomasson Harold E. 68 3/16/2015 Missouri; Arizona; DeKalb, IL 3/23/2015  
Thompson Carolyn Hamm 79 2/18/2015 DeKalb, Chicago 2/21/2015  
Todnem Lillian Nielsen 89 3/23/2015 Norway; DeKalb, Sandwich IL 4/2/2015  KCR 
Totman Jean Williams 91 2/12/2015 Sycamore, Van Orin, IL 2/14/2015  
Troyer A. Forrest 85 5/10/2015 IN; DeKalb, IL 5/14/2015  
Turner Charles E. 87 4/9/2015 IA; Plano, Sandwich IL 4/16/2015  KCR 
Vahl Lonny E. 57 4/2/2015 Sandwich, Serena, Ottawa IL 4/14/2015  VL 
Vanko Louise Perhach 92 4/26/2015 Streator, DeKalb, IL 4/30/2015  
Weiherman Anja Hietikko 86 3/15/2015 DeKalb, Rockford, IL 3/21/2015  
Weingarz Marilyn Yeates 74 2/23/2015 DeKalb, Lincoln, IL 2/26/2015  
Whitford Norman E. 92 2/22/2015 WA; Hinckley, Waterman, IL 3/3/2015  
Wiegele Mary Preo 80 3/23/2015 WI; DeKalb, IL 4/7/2015  
Wilkinson Beatrice Tintinger 78 3/22/2015 E. Aurora IL, Sandwich IL 4/23/2015  KCR 
Williams Evalyn Davis 77 2/3/2015 Sandwich, Sheridan, IL 2/17/2015  VLP 
Williams Mabel Davis 98 2/8/2015 Florida; Cortland, IL 2/14/2015  
Willis Cecil 87 3/2/2015 Sycamore; AR 3/4/2015  
Wilson Neal 56 2/23/2015 Sycamore, Cobden, IL 3/11/2015  
Wilson Jeremy 36 3/30/2015 Aurora, Oswego, Hinckley IL 4/9/2015  KCR 
Wood Kenneth 65 2/10/2015 Kansas; Elburn, IL 2/13/2015  
Wright Olivia "Bibsy" Drackett 72 2/22/2015 Evanston, IL; MI; DeKalb 2/27/2015  
Zielinski Raymond W. 89 4/17/2015 CO; FL; Chicago 4/20/2015  

DeKalb County Quarterly Obituaries  
Feb 16 -May 15, 2015  
compiled by Joiner History Room and Kristy Gravlin  

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE DEATH DATE RESIDED IN   ISSUE DATE SOURCE 

ABN = Aurora Beacon News LNP/LNY = Larson-Nelson Funeral Home 
BEVG = Beverage Funeral Home  TEPlo = Turner Eighner Fun.Home, Plano    
BURK = Burkhard Funeral Home TEErl= Turner Eichner Fun. Home, Earlville 
DMH = Dieterle Memorial Funeral Home  SR = Sandwich Record  
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PUBLICATIONS ORDER FORM 

ALSO 

All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county 

depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Meyers, are 

also available from: Ron Kleinôs law office, 2045 Aber-

deen Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178.  

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 

 

Popular titles are also available at Sycamore Antiques, 

320 W. State, Sycamore. Open Wed., Thurs, Sat. 10-5:30 

& Fri. 10 amï7 pm. 

NOTECARDS 

Bob Myers sketches, variety 6-pack     5.00  

 

CORNSILK QUARTERLY 

Cornsilk, current issue      7.50 

Cornsilk back issues,  each     5.00  

 Circle those desired: 

 2015/vol. 34: Spring 

 2014/vol. 33: Spring,Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2013/vol. 32: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2012/vol. 31: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2011/vol. 30: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2010/vol. 29: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2009/vol. 28: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2008/vol. 27: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2007/vol. 26: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2006/vol. 25: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2005/vol. 24: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter  

 2004/vol. 23: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2003/vol. 22: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2002/vol. 21: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2001/vol. 20: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

 2000/vol. 19: Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter 

  

   

Total merchandise           ________ 

DCHGS non-members add 8% sales tax         ________ 

Add $4.00 per book for postage/handling    ________ 

Add $1.00 each postage/handling for  

Cornsilk, Chief Shabbona, Notecard pack   ________ 

 

Grand Total Enclosed $________ 

 

MAIL TO 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society 

P.O. Box 295 

Sycamore, IL 60178 

BOOKS 

Acres of Change: A History of  

   DeKalb County, Illinois 1963-2012 39.95 

Atlases of DeKalb for 1871, 1892, 1905, 1929 50.00 

Civil War Journals of Wilson E. Chapel   15.00 

Images of America—Sandwich (Arcadia) 20.00 

The Mark of Chief Shabbona      6.00 

Prairie Farmer’s Reliable Directory of  

      Farmers & Breeders of DeKalb County,  

      Illinois, 1917 CLOSEOUT SPECIAL 10.00 30.00 

Rural School Journeys: A Legacy of Learning 29.95 

Voters & Taxpayers of DeKalb Co. 1876 25.00 

 

CEMETERY BOOKS BY TOWNSHIP 

Afton, 1988 ed. 7.00 

Clinton Twp., 1989 ed. 8.00 

DeKalb, 1990 ed. (does not include St. Mary’s) 7.00 

Evergreen Cemetery, DeKalb, 1986 ed. 5.50 

Fairview Cemetery, DeKalb 16.50 

Franklin, 1983 ed.                      8.00 

Malta, 1988 ed.  8.00 

Mt. Carmel Cemetery, Sycamore, 2005 ed.  8.00 

Oakwood Cemetery, DeKalb, 1985 ed.    16.50 

Paw Paw, 1989 ed.  8.00 

Sandwich, 1988 ed.  8.00 
Oak Ridge Cemetery, 2012 ed.                                         28.00 

Shabbona , 1990                8.00  

St. James Calvary, 1985 ed.                              8.00  

South Grove, 1988 ed.                                            10.00 

Union Lutheran, Alta Twp, Ogle Co.                       8.00 

 

 

DEKALB COUNTY CENSUS    

                     1860 1870 1880 1900 

DeKalb County   5.00 

Afton    8.00 

Clinton                     10.00 

Cortland                    10.00 

DeKalb 16.00        19.50             

 Ward 1 City                     10.00 

 Ward 2 City                   10.00 

 Ward 3 City                     10.00 

 Ward 4 City                     10.00 
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DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society  

Genealogical Queries 

 

Date __________________________    Instructions/Comments: 

     

Order/Request submitted by: 

______________________________________________ 

Reply to be sent to: 

Name _________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

City/State/Zip 

______________________________________________ 

Phone (     ) ____________________________________ 

E-mail ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mail to 

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 

Membership Form   

 

Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

All membership levels include Cornsilk: 

Annual Individual/Family Membership $25 ________ 

Annual Libraries/Organizations $25      ________ 

Three-year Membership $65    ________ 

Lifetime Membership $300    ________ 

Amount enclosed                                $ ________ 

 

I would consider:  

Officer: Yes ____   No ____ 

Committee type:  ___________________________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  

P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



DeKalb  
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 

Association (at Nehring Gallery) 

 www.daaha.org 
 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 

 815-756-8737  
 

DeKalb Area Womenôs Center 
http://dekalbareawomens  

center.weebly.com/ 

E-mail: dawc@niu.edu 
815-758-1351 

 
Egyptian Theater 

www.egyptiantheatre.org  

E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org  
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 

815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:  

info@gliddenhomestead.org 

815-756-7904 
 

Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 
http://gurlerhouse.org  

815-758-4897 

 
At NIU  

Anthropology Museum 
www.niu.edu/anthro_museum  

815-753-0230/815-753-0246 
 

Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum  
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School 
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell  

E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

www.ulib.niu.edu/reghist/

index.cfm; 815-753-1779 
 

 

Genoa  
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  

Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  

Homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 

815-784-5559 
 

Hinckley  

Hinckley Historical Society 
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/

~ilhhs2   
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 

@gmail.com 

815-286-7443 
 

Kirkland  
Kirkland Historical Society 

http://dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KirklandHistSoc/KHS_  

Homepage.htm 

815-522-6260 
 

Malta  
Malta Historical & Genealogical  

Society & Museum 

http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm 

815-384-3481 
 

Sandwich  

City Hall and Opera House 
www.sandwichoperahouse.org 

E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 

815-786-2555 
 

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  

Historical Society 
815-786-8141/815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona  

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/
~ilslrhm/  

E-mail: slrmuseum@frontier.com 
(general) 

E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
(research) 

Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
 

 

Somonauk  
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

http://themonumentalarchives. 

com/Olmstead_Museum.php 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 
Sycamore  

DeKalb County Historical -  
Genealogical Society 

815-758-4831 

 
Family History Center at LDS 

Church 
815-895-0702 

 

Joiner History Room 
www.joinerhistoryroom.org  

E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 
@dekalbcounty.org 

815-895-7271 
 

Midwest Museum of Natural  

History 
www.mmnh.org  

E-mail: info@mmnh.org 
815-895-9777 

 

North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 

org 

 
Sycamore History Museum 

www.sycamorehistory.org 
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 

815-895-5762 
 

Waterman  

Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   
WatermanSoc.htm 

815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources  
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Dissect Obituaries for New Clues 

Tuesday, July 14, 2015, 8:00 pm Central 
Description: Obituaries are miniature biographies for the deceased. The writers were compelled to compress as much 
information into a small amount of text. Your job is to carefully analyze the content of the death notice, obituary, and/
or funeral notice and look for clues. This seminar presents a methodology for dissecting an obituary, determining what 
information is provided or inferred, identifying record types that may be available, where those records are located, 
and how to access them. A sample obituary is dissected and discussed. 
Registration:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/723818762217470209 

 

School Daze – Finding and Using School Records to Trace Our Ancestors 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015, 8:00 pm Central 
Description: We may even be somewhat astounded to learn that our ancestors even attended school. Locating school 
records can be an amazing way of putting our families into place, especially when there may be no vital records availa-
ble in an area. 
Registration:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6372036382381853697 

 

Using Tax Records for Genealogical Problem Solving 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015, 8:00 pm Central 
Description: Although most researchers are aware of tax records, they are seldom utilized and dismissed as boring and 
insignificant.  Tax records can solve MANY genealogical dilemmas and should be a primary records source to utilize, es-
pecially in states such as Pennsylvania, Virginia and Kentucky, and nationwide.  This lecture will show you how they can 
help you! 

Registration:  https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5664379703628947969 

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/723818762217470209
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/6372036382381853697
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/5664379703628947969

