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BIG STORM
YEARS AGO

Tn 1881 Sycamore V’L‘”
Shut Off From World
For Five Days.

NO MAIL SIX DAYS

Perhaps many of our older readl.
ers will remember the severe snocwv
storm of 40 years ago which tied
up traffic in this vicinity for five
days, and there was no mail re-
ceived for six days. It came at in-
auguration  time, bveginning on
March 2, and lasted until March 7.
'he Sycamore True Republican in
its “Forty Years Ago” column gives
a vivid description of the storm;
and what the people of the coni-
munity put up with at the time.

Put it down in your memoryy
young man, that you have seen the

No effort was made to dig out the|
deep drifts on the Sycamore &|
Cortland railroad, and the - iron:
horse remained in its stall. HEven:
the North Western, with its 2,000
engines, put none of them on the
road, sn hopeless was the effort to
clean the track while the gale ¢on-
tintued. To add to the.stringency
of the blockade, telegraph wires
refused to work on Thursday, and
for 24 hours even lelegrams were
denied. We didn’t know but that
Garfield had also been blockadad:
¢ian’t . know~ who was president;
¢idn’t know who were rabinet offi-
cer.s. whether the funding and ap-
portionment bills had rassed or
whether a new session of congress
had . been -called—we were all
Know-Nothings. ‘

Friday rame. and snow was stiil
falling. But there were prospacts
of :an end to it. Ths city bhuilt a
snow plow, hitched on six horses.
three men got on, and started out
to break the roads. Thev did =oed
\vo“rk.;and were ahle to open up
cemmuniration within the town.

When Saturday came. with bright
skies and ajclear atmosnhere, nen-
rle began to taks covraes. 'From
the Swedigh sett’ement..north of us.
15 teams in succession, with the

‘ischaol.magter on his nony .in the

rear. broke throvwrh and onened nn

ereatest snow storm in the cenZ
tury.. The oldest inhabitant does
pot pretend that it thas ever been
surpassed. William M, Myers gays
there was one in 1853 that about
equal tq it; J. L. Mighel of Clinton
township thinks there was on2 in
1942-1853 that exceeded- it; but
Father Lowell, whose head is whit.
ened by the snows of 85 winters,
says he never saw its equal, eith-
er during his 20 years’ residencc
in Illinoig or his 65 years’ resi-
d&nce, in Vermont.

It-began on Wednesday evening,
March 2, 1881, and that ended all
¢ommunication with the outer world

|chiltv and thirsty. -

communication with our cify. and a
few teams also struesled in from
the east-and west. But the sunnlv
ot coal and of beer was exhanstad,
and great was the growling of the

Then. Generat . Managrr. C. !
wood “putf. -on 7127 men, and hefore.
night thev had given ng & clean.
reaf tn Corland. Bet that wags of
little value, for th» North Western
va8 pot open and the Chica~o train
ey where it had Tsin for davs, ho.
tween LaFox and Blaekberry. and
7o one knew when {he blockaae
comdd be raised. Throuch '’ the:
drifts 12 feet deen were worked a)l
the men that could be found room

until the Monday next, March 7. It:for. yet they progreseed only a mite

snowed »thick and fast all
Vﬁedneg@ay night. :

About - 4 o'clock on Thursday
morning vivid lightning was seen
and loud peals of thunder were
heard; but the snow centinued to
fall, and when morning dawned, the
drifts . were _niountain high — but
still the sndw fe]l. Nobody tried
to dig out.

in town could not get out, and those:

ont, couldn’t get in. Circuit court
adjourned because it had no jury,
and the grand jury adjourned be-
cause it had no quorum. Five of
the members. living near had ven.
tured to the county seat, bui could
not return,

that and

It was hopeless. Few,
ventured from their houses. Those:

a . quarter. Tha westhound
train was at Malta. -Manager El-
wood ran 2 frea excursion to Cort.
dand to give the. people a view of
the drifts .piled up as high as the
cars, through which a passage had
teen due. But nothing could bhe
seen at Cortland except 65 carloads
of livestbck tied -up all these davs
;at the risk of the 'shippers.

The . first: train from Chicago
jcame through -Monday -~ afternoon.
‘and bv that night 10° bushels of
mail. the accumilation’of six days
without mail' communication, were
cistributed through our pcatoffice.
The blockade was broken at last.

March 11, .{921
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A Blast from the Past
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