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From the Editor’s Desk… 
 

This edition of Cornsilk, in 

time for Women’s History 

Month, is a love letter to just 

a small sampling of women 

who made a historical im-

pact on our special county. 

 

But we should also take time 

to celebrate the women who 

made a direct impact on our 

lives, even if they haven’t been categorized as a 

“trailblazer.” Looking into history, it’s easy to get 

caught up in the stories of men who have had op-

portunities to make a difference. But what about the 

women who surrounded them? 

 

I recently started diving into the few “One Line a 

Day” type journals that belonged to Martha Haish, 

my great, great grandmother. She lived in Hinckley, 

and would jot down what was happening with the 

family. On Thursday, March 11, 1954, she wrote 

about her own day: “Cleaned a chicken, made a 

cherry pie, ironed.” The entries are short and suc-

cinct, and make me wish I could know more about 

her thoughts and ambitions. 

 

On Sunday, April 25, 1948, Martha wrote 

“Wonderful day. Kids all home for dinner.” At the 

end of the day, maybe it all really is just that simple.  

 

- Jessi Haish LaRue 
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Support Nonprofit Organizations During 10th Give DeKalb County 

Give DeKalb County celebrates a decade of gener-

osity in 2023. The annual fundraising event fea-

tures multiple ways to support nonprofit organi-

zations, and the Bonus Pool boosts every donation 

made. Donors can give online from midnight to 

midnight on May 4, 2023, at GiveDeKalbCounty.org. 

Between April 20 and May 4, those who prefer to 

donate by check can print a donation form from 

the website and give by mail. Donations from In-

dividual Retirement Accounts (IRA) are accepted 

and follow the mail-in guidelines. 

 

Give DeKalb County is coordinated by the DeK-

alb County Nonprofit Partnership (DCNP), a pro-

gram of the DeKalb County Community Founda-

tion. The previous nine giving days raised over 

$6.8 million through 38,651 donations combined. 

 

"The donors in DeKalb County have made Give 

DeKalb County such an impactful event over ten 

years,” said Ben Bingle, DCNP Director. “Last 

year, donors joined together and raised more than 

$1.5 million, making a real difference throughout 

local communities. We look forward to another 

exciting event to support DeKalb County’s non-

profit organizations.” 

 

In 2022, Give DeKalb County raised over $1.5 mil-

lion from 7,626 donations. Donors gave back from 

all 50 states and 4 countries around the world. 

 

From midnight to midnight on May 4, donors can 

give online at GiveDeKalbCounty.org. Donors can 

search for a specific organization or browse by 

causes such as: Arts and Culture, Education, or 

Human Services. In April, a mail-in donation form 

will be added to the website. Donors who prefer 

to give by personal check can print the form, indi-

cate the organization(s) and donation amount(s), 

then write a single check for the total amount, 

payable 

to 

“DCCF.” 

The 

check 

and do-

nation 

form can 

be mailed 

to DeKalb County Community Foundation, 475 

DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore, IL 60178 - postmarked 

April 20 - May 4.  

 

A Bonus Pool of funds is being raised and each 

donation made during Give DeKalb County is 

boosted by a percentage of these funds. The Bonus 

Pool is made possible by the generous support of 

Community Partners, including: Anonymous, 

Byers Brewing Company, Curran Family Endow-

ment Fund, Dan & Kathy Schewe, David & Beth 

Prestegaard In Memory of Richard Bend, DeKalb 

County Community Foundation, Edward & 

Debra Rosenow, Heartland Bank and Trust Com-

pany, Herb & Linda Holderman, Jerry & Annette 

Johns, Joyce & Craig Mathey, Lehan Family Fund, 

Lynne Waldeland, Manny Pena - American Fami-

ly Insurance, Mark Mannebach & Erika Schlichter, 

Meta, NNGO Ambassadors, Oncken Family 

Fund, Pat & Steve Faivre, Paul & Cheryl Cal-

lighan, Robert & Karrie Kirk Fund, Scott & Kristin 

Miller Family, State Farm - Keicher Insurance 

Agency, Stephen Kalber, The Suter Company, The 

Zurbrugg Family, Thrivent - Shawn Blobaum, To-

ny & Micki Chulick, Turner Family Charitable 

Fund, Victoria Young Charitable Fund, Wrenn-

house Fund, and Yerkes Consulting LLC. 

 

Mark your calendar for May 4, 2023, and plan to 

support Give DeKalb County! For more infor-

mation, visit www.GiveDeKalbCounty.org. 
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At the Front Lines and On the Home Front:  
DeKalb County Women of World War II  

By EvaAnne Johnson 

World War II was a unique time in history, be-

cause the war affected nearly every American. 

During WWII, huge efforts and sacrifices on the 

home front contributed to American victory. 

Women in particular contributed to the war effort 

in unprecedented ways, facing challenges and 

stepping into new roles both in and outside the 

home. Most women faced rationing of food and 

supplies and spent more time working and volun-

teering outside the home. Women young and old 

worked together to provide for their loved ones 

serving overseas and their neighbors at home. 

Many young women volunteered for local service 

organizations and became leaders at home, while 

others enlisted in one of the newly-formed female 

branches of the military. 

 

For the first time, American women could become 

enlisted members of the U.S. military, and ap-

proximately 350,000 enlisted women nationwide 

"released a man to fight" overseas. Nearly 150 

DeKalb County women veterans were among 

them. They served as essential behind-the-scenes 

members of the military, serving as officers, re-

cruiters, clerks, storekeepers, control tower opera-

tors, nurses, pharmacists, and more. Women 

could enlist in special reserve units of the military 

starting in 1942, including the Women's Army 

Auxiliary Corps (WAAC, dropping the 

“Auxiliary” in 1943 to become WAC), United 

States Naval Reserve WAVES (Women Accepted 

for Volunteer Emergency Service), Marine Corps 

Women's Reserve, Coast Guard SPARS, and Air 

Force WASPS (Women Airforce Service Pilots). 

Although not officially granted veteran status un-

til later, nurses also joined the Army Nurse Corps 

(ANC) and the Navy Nurse Corps to serve as 

nurses at military bases and hospitals.  

 

Of the nearly 150 DeKalb County women who 

enlisted, the majority joined the Navy WAVES, 

and women in the WAC were a close second. This 

was likely due to the strong Navy presence in lo-

cal industry, such as wartime production at the 

Wurlitzer piano factory. About 30 women from 

DeKalb County joined the ANC, four women en-

listed in the Marines, and one known DeKalb 

County woman joined the SPARS. 

 

Many of these women had never been away from 

home, but saw many parts of the country while 

enlisted. Women from DeKalb County served on 

military bases throughout the United States, in-

cluding Hawaii. While WAVES and SPARS were 

primarily stationed stateside, many of the women 

enlisted in ANC and WAC were stationed abroad 

in Indonesia, France, Japan, Germany, and be-

yond. Although these women could not fight in 

combat, they were no strangers to dangerous and 

sensitive situations near the front lines. Several 

DeKalb County women earned medals for their 

courage and service during the war.  

 

On the home front, there were hundreds, or per-

haps thousands, more DeKalb County women 

who filled war jobs in local factories, joined local 

organizations, donated blood, organized fundrais-

ers and scrap drives, knitted clothing and 

wrapped surgical dressings, planted victory gar-

dens, and more. Women adapted to rationing by 

carpooling, walking, canning homegrown pro-

duce, and going without new stockings, shoes, 

and kitchen wares. In the fall of 1942, nearly 40 

women applied to take a Civilian Defense course 

to learn how to use firearms in case of an emer-

gency. Local factories, including Wurlitzer and 

Ideal Industries, produced weapons and equip-

ment for the military, and women accounted for a 
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large portion of their workforce during the war. 

Area farmers relied on women to help fill the farm 

labor shortages as their workers left for the armed 

forces or to work in higher-paying factories. 

Women were also leaders of many of the local or-

ganizations that supported the troops and provid-

ed essential wartime services.  

 

American Red Cross  was the most active and in-

fluential organization in the county, with several 

chapters and units throughout the county. Young 

women and girls in the Junior Red Cross and the 

Girl Scouts ran scrap drives and bond drives, and 

helped knit items for soldiers. The Red Cross also 

supported the training of other local groups, such 

as the Volunteer Nurses’ Aides Corps and the 

Women’s Ambulance Safety Patrol (DeKalb 

County WASP). As the need for more nurses and 

nurses’ aides grew, the government offered nurs-

ing courses for free through the Cadet Nurses 

Corps program, and nurses’ aides were trained 

through Volunteer Nurses’ Aides courses. These 

programs jump-started the medical careers of 

many local women. A unit of the WASPs was es-

tablished in 1942, and this group prepared for 

“safety in time of peace and service in time of dis-

tress” by practicing first aid and auto mechanics.  

Let me introduce you to just a few of these amaz-

ing local women who served their country in the 

military and on the home front during World War 

II: Evelyn Anderson (WAC), Ella Naomi Barnes

(WAVES), Marguerite Carnal (WAC), Lynn Chil-

ton (Marines), Marion Cook (WAC), Margaret 

Duffy (WAC), Helen Duncan (WAC), Violet East-

wood (WAVES), Vera Floit (ANC), The Hallgren 

sisters Marjorie and Dorothy (DeKalb County 

WASP), Donna Harris (WAC), Mattie Jackson 

(WAC), Barbara Johnson (SPARS), Mildred Kaiser 

(WAVES), Mary Kosearas (WAVES), Jean 

MacQueen (ANC), M. Claire McMenamin (WAC), 

Verta Mumaw (Cadet Nurse Corps), Esther Mae 

Nesbitt (WAC), Geraldine “Geri” Niewold 

(DeKalb County WASP), Mercedes Rankin 

(WAVES), Sarah "Sally" Reston (Journalist), Mar-

jorie Smith (ANC), Wilma Swanson (WAVES), 

The Villegas sisters Felicitas, Theophila, and Lin-

da (WAC), Laura Wolfe (Navy Nurse Corps).  

See photos and read  
their stories: 

 

www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org/wwii-women 
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Jessie Glidden’s “Can-Do” Attitude Made Waves in DeKalb 
Provided by the J.F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center 

 

Jessie Elva Glidden was the only Glidden born at 

the homestead on West Lincoln Highway in DeK-

alb. Jessie was born in 1912, and was the youngest 

child of Mabel and John W. Glidden. She was 

named for her mother’s sister, Jessie Carter Leish-

man and her father’s cousin, Elva Glidden Bush. 

Jessie attended McMurray Grade School on the 

college campus, and DeKalb Township High 

School. 

 

She graduated from Northern Illinois State Teach-

er’s College in 1935, majoring in home economics. 

Following graduation Jessie moved to Chicago 

where she began work with the Works Progress 

Administration and the National Youth Admin-

istration. Jessie worked as a sewing project super-

visor. She also helped to get government food sur-

pluses into the schools for hot lunches. It was the 

time of the Great Depression and Jessie threw her-

self into the work of keeping families afloat finan-

cially and emotionally. 

 

After her father’s death in 1941, Jessie returned to 

DeKalb and operated Glidden Florist with her 

brother Carter. Jessie was an able administrator in 

a time when few women were business owners. In 

1975 she and Carter sold the flower shop to Sven 

and Wenke Hansen. 

 

Seeing the need for social services in DeKalb 

County, Jessie became a key player in the creation 

of the Family Service Agency in 1956. It was the 

first privately funded social agency in the county, 

and Jessie served as the first board chair. Launch-

ing the Family Service Agency was Jessie’s proud-

est accomplishment. 

 

Jessie participated in many local club activities. 

She was the cofounder of the DeKalb-Sycamore 

Altrusa, formed in 1960, and was a recipient of 

their Woman of the 

Year award. She was 

an active member of 

the DeKalb County 

Democratic Party, 

and a charter mem-

ber of the Thursday 

Arts Club, Stage 

Coach Players, and 

the Children’s Com-

munity Theatre. She 

was honored by the 

DeKalb Chamber of 

Commerce’s Athena 

award program and was given their Woman of 

Accomplishment award. In 1991 the community 

recognized the contributions of this grand dame 

of DeKalb with an “Honoring Miss Jessie” tea. 

 

Jessie lived at the Glidden Homestead longer than 

any other Glidden family member, remaining 

there until 1998 when she moved to Oak Crest. 

Though somewhat limited by her physical disabil-

ities, she retained an active mind and was known 

for her positive “can-do” attitude. Jessie died in 

2004, at the age of 92.  
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Snapshot Stories of Women’s Impact on Our History 

Maude Dennis: A farm wife and one-time mem-

ber of the DeKalb Congregational Church left her 

mark on the history of DeKalb County. She orga-

nized the First Women’s Republican Club in 1925. 

She paved the way for women to become in-

volved in the political process, often making the 

rounds in her neighborhood to pick up the ladies 

and get them to the polls. She also worked hard to 

promote women serving as jurists. Even though 

they got the right to vote in 1920, women could 

not serve on a jury until 1930. It was not until 1938 

that DeKalb County had both men and women 

jurors. Maude Dennis became the first woman 

bailiff in 1938, serving the first mixed-jury trial. 

This was a position she held until 1960. 

 

Eliza Root: Grew up on a farm in Mayfield Town-

ship. Her father, John Dick, was born in Scotland 

and her mother, Eliza Card Dick, born in England. 

John Dick was active in the anti-slavery move-

ment and a known conductor on the Under-

ground Railroad. In 1879 Eliza decided to go to 

medical school and enrolled at the Women’s Med-

ical College in Chicago. The family moved into 

the city to live. Dr. Root took up the study of med-

icine in the days when there were few women in 

the medical profession. She graduated in 1882 and 

practiced medicine in Chicago for 30 years. While 

living in Sycamore she was active in the Congre-

gational Church, Sycamore Women’s Club, Co-

lumbia Literary Society and DeKalb County Medi-

cal Association. She is buried in the family plot at 

Mayfield Cemetery. 

 

Fannie Ruth Patterson: The first Black graduate 

from Northern Illinois State Normal School (now 

NIU) in 1915. She was from Hinckley. The 

school’s president, John Williston Cook, recom-

mended her for a position in St. Louis teaching 

English and history. In October 2022 an NIU resi-

dence hall was named in her honor. 

Suffrage Movement: “There was a very strong 

Suffragist movement in Sycamore in the latter part 

of 1800 and into the 20th century. In fact women 

held a rally, complete with placards, on the corner 

of Somonauk and State. Many women came here 

to lecture and the first organized group met here 

in the library in 1911.” 

From the Sycamore True Republican, March 1, 1911 

Agriculture: “About one-third of the reapers and 

harvesting machines of the county are driven by 

women and girls. Many women of intelligence 

and refinement manages in this way to save the 

expense of a man in the harvest field.” 

From the Sycamore True Republican, July 30, 1870 

 

Flowers: “A long time ago, lady by the name of 

Mrs. Robinson missed the pretty yellow posies 

that grew in her yard back East. On a trip to visit 

her old home, she dug up some of these plants 

and brought them back to the village she lived in, 

Sycamore. Mrs. Robinson set them out, watered 

them and encouraged them to grow. Dandelions, 

the first flowers of Spring! Thank you, Mrs. Robin-

son.” 

Reprinted from The Joiner Room Journal, May 1998 

Maude Dennis 
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Notable Women Visit and Inspire DeKalb County 

Sycamore True Republican, April 1871 
DeKalb Daily Chronicle, April 1936 
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Helena Dolder “Quells Jail Riot” and Makes News Nationwide 
By Beth Dolder-Zieke 

In 1928 women had been voting for just 8 years, 

penicillin was discovered, women were wearing 

flapper dresses, machine-sliced bread was invent-

ed, and my grandmother, Helena Theodora 

Ugland Dolder, became the first female sheriff in 

the state of Illinois. 

 

Helena Dolder was born August 15, 1881, in Nor-

way, Illinois, one of 11 children of Norwegian im-

migrants Knudt and Bertha Ugland.  She married 

Fred Daniel Dolder in 1906 and together they had 

four children (Friedell/Fritz, Donald, Russell, and 

Genevieve). 

 

Fred Dolder, “a man of pleasing personality and 

brim full of energy,” was elected to the position of 

Sheriff of DeKalb County for the term of 1926-

1930. It was common during this era for the sher-

iff’s wife to play an active role in the office. 

 

“It has been the custom for the sheriff’s wife to 

have charge of the preparation of food for the 

prisoners and to offer encouragement and advice 

to the unfortunate woman prisoners and the 

young boys who find their way into the county 

jail thru some mistake or bad environment,” the 

Sycamore True Republican reported in 1928. 

 

Sheriff Fred Dolder died on January 2, 1928, at the 

age of 45, after only a year in office. On January 

11, 1928, Helena Dolder was appointed Sheriff of 

DeKalb County at a special meeting of the DeKalb 

County board of supervisors by a unanimous 

vote. 

 

An article in the Sycamore True Republican sup-

ports her suitability for office: “With all due re-

spect for Mr. Fred Dolder’s ability, integrity, and 

honesty of purpose, his success as elected sheriff 

was due in a large measure to the splendid judg-

ment of his wife, 

Helena Dolder, 

with whom he 

conferred on all 

important prob-

lems that came 

up in his active 

life and in 

whose decisions 

he had the ut-

most confi-

dence.” 

 

Despite a news-

paper ad cam-

paign question-

ing her qualification based on her gender (“Vote 

for a MAN – Fred W. Bull”), she handily defeated 

a slate of male opponents in the November 1928 

general elections and received the next-to-largest 

vote in the county, only 15 fewer votes than Presi-

dent-elect Hoover. 

 

After Dolder took office, she appointed her eldest 

son, Friedell (Fritz), age 20, to the position of chief 

deputy. As the deputy was required to sleep in 

the jail near the inmates, Dolder did what any car-

ing mother would do by decorating his room and 

hanging lace curtains in the window. After that, 

the Sycamore jail was known as the “Lace Curtain 

Jail,” with Dolder providing “Petticoat Rule.” 

 

When Dolder took office, the Cook County 

(Chicago) jails were “full of bootleggers and dope 

fiends” who were “about as lawless and depraved 

specimens of the human race as could be gotten 

together.” Often the overflow was sent to the 

DeKalb County jail where on January 12, 1928, 

Dolder’s first day in office, there were more than 

100 prisoners incarcerated. On this day, they re-
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belled against their dinner of “golden grain,” also 

known as cornmeal 

mush. Written ac-

counts vary as to the 

number of prisoners 

involved, but at least 

32 prisoners reacted 

with strong disap-

proval to the mush, 

as well as 

“matriarchal rule,” 

by refusing to eat, 

beating their tin 

plates with their 

spoons, and shout-

ing, “when do we 

eat?” 

 

The prisoners ig-

nored the command 

for silence and shout-

ed louder that they 

“were tired already 

of petticoat rule and 

wanted a male sheriff 

and some meat to 

eat.” After ignoring a 

second command to 

return to cells, the 

prisoners shouted, 

“who will put us in?” 

At this point, Dolder 

loosened the fire hos-

es and adjusted the 

nozzles. In a few minutes, the mush-hating pris-

oners were flattened against the wall and soaked 

by streams of water! After pleading with Dolder 

to stop, the prisoners went back to their cells. The 

next night cornmeal mush was served and all ate 

without complaint. 

 

This moment came to define her time as sheriff. 

The story of the prison riot was printed in at least 

75 newspapers across the country, including in 

the Chicago Tribune, the New York Times, and Time 

magazine, as well as in Canada. Pathé News, a pro-

ducer of newsreels shown in movie theaters, cre-

ated a story on her. Sycamore True Republican re-

ported: “Another scene is with Mrs. Dolder at the 

door of her residence wing of the jail with her four 

children, and quoted as saying, ‘I will not let be-

ing a sheriff interfere with my being a mother,’ as 

she starts her little family off to school, waving 

each a gay farewell. These pictures are being 

shown all across the country.” 

 

She received hundreds of letters from across the 

nation. Mrs. Amanella Skelton, a nurse from Dan-

ville wrote, “I am just as proud of you as I could 

be. I have always said that whatever a man could 

do, a woman could do too, and do it better, and 

again I am proved right. Stick to it, dear girl, and 

hold your own to the last.” H. C. Newton of Chi-

cago, Illinois, wrote, “Dear Mrs. Dolder: Come to 

Chicago and we’ll let you run our county jail.” 

 

Dolder’s other successes included efforts to eradi-

cate gambling and bootlegging. She retired from 

law enforcement in December of 1930. An article 

in Sycamore’s True Republican (1930) stated that 

she would not seek reelection and that “her execu-

tion of the sheriff’s duties was a credit to her and 

she is thought of very highly in this community.” 

 

After retiring, my grandmother devoted her life to 

her family, living at times with her sister, Cora 

Furr in Sheridan, her son Fritz’s family in Syca-

more, and her daughter Genevieve in Appleton, 

Wisconsin and Edina, Minnesota. Growing up, I 

saw her as a loving grandmother who always sent 

me a dollar bill for my birthday and treated us all 

to her famous frosted cream cakes. It is my goal to 

spread the story of her many achievements to a 

new generation of women who can be inspired, as 

I was, by a petite and courageous woman, a single 

mother and grieving widow, when she quelled a 

riot with a firehose and showed the world the 

difference that one woman can make. 
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Rural Living of Long Ago 
By Warren Pearson, provided by North Grove School Association 

Life for a boy living around 1930 was a great ex-

perience. He learned a lot of trades. The family 

worked together to get the work done. I came 

from an average-sized family: a sister one year 

younger, a brother two years younger, along with 

my father and mother. We had a drifter who 

would come by during the harvest season and 

help us out. My mother was of Dutch ancestry, 

and my father was of Swedish descent. When my 

father was a boy, he went to North Grove School.  

My brother, sister, and I also went to this school. 

 

I, being the oldest of the children, had to help my 

father with a lot of the farm chores. In the morn-

ing, I got up at 6:00. First, I got the silage for the 

cows, then I would put some ground corn and 

oats on top of that, with some protein on that. Af-

ter I fed the cows, I would open up the back door 

of the barn and let them in. When they got in, I 

would lock them up in their wooden stanchions.  

After that, I would get the milking machine ready 

for milking. After the milking machine was ready, 

I would start milking. While they were milking, I 

would get the strainer ready. There was a cotton 

disc in the strainer that would sit on top of an 

eight-gallon can. This would take any dirt out that 

got in the milk. 

 

When the last two cows had been milked, I would 

empty the milking machine into a pail, after 

which I would carry it outside the barn where the 

eight-gallon can was. When the can was full, my 

father and I would carry it up to the milk house 

and put the can in a cement tank where the cold 

water was running. If the wind was blowing, the 

windmill would be pumping water around the 

milk can to keep it cool. The water then would go 

through a pipe out to the stock stank, where the 

cattle drank. If the wind didn't blow, we had a 

Maytag engine with a belt on it to pump water. 

We fed silage morning and night. At night is 

when I would have to climb up the fifty-foot silo 

to throw down silage for evening and morning.  

Silage was fed most of the year. Hay was fed 

during the day, after milking at night during the 

cold weather season. 

 

We also had several baby calves in a pen. I had to 

feed them warm milk with warm water added.  

The baby calves, one or two days old, had to be 

taught to drink by putting my two fingers in their 

mouths and holding their head down in the milk.  

They only have bottom teeth, which were some-

times very sharp. I always hoped they would 

learn to drink soon. After they drank their milk, I 

would give them some calf feed made up special 

for calves. 

 

On the farm, we always had several cats around.  

They were on top of the stanchions and in the hay 

in front of the cows. They always had plenty of 

milk. Sometimes when I was milking the cows, 

there was a cat in back of the cows, and I would 

squirt milk in its face. The cat didn't mind it a bit; 

it licked its face slowly. 

 

We also had four horses at the side of the barn 

near the cows. We fed the horses hay and some 

oats in the morning and night.  If one of us had 

extra time, we would take care of the horses.  

They had to be curried and brushed down before 

we put the harness on. These horses were big, so it 

was pretty hard to lift the harness up on them.  

We put the collar on first, then the harness. 

 

In the spring, we would have around 400 baby 

chicks. They were started in the basement of the 

house in two incubators heated by two kerosene 

lamps. The eggs had to be turned twice a day for 

six weeks. There were glass windows in front. 
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When it came close to hatching, we would go 

down and see if some of them had hatched. When 

they did, we took them out and up to the brooder 

house where we had a brooder stove to keep the 

baby chicks warm. They were so cute and fuzzy!  

The temperature under the stove had to be 

around 90 degrees. We had some chick starter, 

cornmeal, grit, and water for the baby chicks. We 

had some peat under the stove to keep them 

warm. There were usually 200 hens and 200 roost-

ers. 

 

Spring was the time for planting of the crops. We 

had a steel wheel Fordson tractor that pulled a 

two-bottom plow. In order to start it, we had to 

crank it by hand. Once in a while, it would kick 

back on us. We had to watch ourselves, so we did-

n't break an arm. We used the tractor for disking 

also. We used the horses for dragging. Three 

horses were used for the process.  For a while, we 

had to walk behind the drag. After a couple of 

years, we used a two-wheel cart to ride on. Oat 

planting was the first planting of the spring. We 

used a seeder for this. Two horses were used to 

pull the seeder while we put oats and grass seed 

on at the same time. We then dragged to cover the 

oats and grass seed. 

 

Twenty days later, corn planting was done with 

my father. This is a special event because the 

planter had a check wire alongside the two-row 

planter to put the kernels of corn forty inches 

apart, forty inches in each direction. If the wire 

was loose at one end, the corn would not be the 

same distance. My father had to watch the plant-

ing carefully. He didn't trust it to anyone else.  He 

would teach me a little at a time. 

 

We always put in four kernels of corn per hill. The 

seed corn did not come in the bags of today. In-

stead, we had to shell the good corn we had 

picked the previous fall. That corn was put into a 

special drying place. We picked only the nice-

looking ears. We cultivated the corn with a two-

row cultivator pulled by three horses.  My father 

did much of the cultivating for a long time. Soy-

beans was another crop, but a smaller one. We put 

in at least ten acres of beans. This was cut with a 

mower and stacked like hay in the fall.  Soybeans 

were put in with the seeder. 

 

In the spring, we always had a large garden. We 

all worked hard one Saturday to help put in the 

garden. Potatoes, radishes, lettuce, carrots, toma-

toes, etc. were planted. The seed potatoes were cut 

up into two or three pieces, with an eye in each 

piece. We made rows with a potato planter, 

pulled by a horse. We then put in one piece of po-

tato with the eye up. Every step we took, we 

dropped a potato.  We usually went barefooted 

when we did this and felt soft, warm dirt on our 

feet. The rest of the garden was put in by hand 

with a hoe. 

 

After gardening, the hay was getting ready for 

cutting. The purple flowers on the clover looked 

colorful and pretty across the whole field. There 

were a lot of bees, meadowlarks, blackbirds, rob-

ins, rabbits, and field mice in the hay field. We 

used a mower with two horses pulling it. I some-

times did this with my brother. After a day or 

two, I would rake the hay into rows. After the hay 

was dry enough, we would hook the two horses 

on the wagon and back the wagon into a hay load-

er.  The hay loader would pick up the hay and 

bring it into the wagon. I would be in front of the 

wagon on a ladder driving the horses. My brother 

was in back of the wagon spreading out the loose 

hay.  When the wagon was full, I would be stand-

ing about fifteen feet off the ground! It was real 

scary sometimes. We would take the full load of 

hay up to the barn. I would unhook the team from 

the wagon and put the hay on the hay rope, which 

pulled up the hay into the barn. 
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The Senator’s House in DeKalb 
By Steve Bigolin 

Daniel Delos, or D.D. Hunt as he was commonly 

known, was born in 1827 at Wyoming County, 

New York. His parents brought their children to 

DeKalb County in 1857, acquiring land about one 

mile south of DeKalb. His father died in January 

of 1858, shortly after the family arrived here. The 

narrow dirt road in front of their farm eventually 

became Illinois Route 23. The Hunt home stands 

at 2151 South Fourth Street, immediately south of 

Anderson Funeral Home. 

 

Hunt served for more than 16 years as a school 

trustee, and for three years in the 1880s served as 

DeKalb Township Supervisor, which gave him a 

seat on the DeKalb County Board. Among his oth-

er involvements, he was once president of the Illi-

nois State Milk Producers' Institute and Vice Pres-

ident of Eaton and Company of Chicago, publish-

er of college and school textbooks. 

 

D.D. Hunt may be best remembered as the State 

Senator who, in the spring of 1895, introduced the 

bill in the Illinois General Assembly creating 

Northern Illinois State Normal School, now 

Northern Illinois University. He served for four 

years in the Illinois House of Representatives, fol-

lowed by twelve years in the Illinois Senate. 

 

A staunch supporter of education from his days as 

a school trustee in DeKalb County, Senator Hunt 

served on and was Chairman of the Senate Com-

mittee on Education. He championed support for 

existing Normal Schools, as well as advocating the 

establishment of more. Hunt and Chronicle Editor 

Clinton Rosette must have worked closely togeth-

er for passage of the bill to create such an institu-

tion in Northern Illinois, even though they be-

longed to rival political parties. 

 

D.D. Hunt was already prominent enough by 

1885 for there to be a brief sketch about him in the 

Portrait and Biographical Album of DeKalb County, 

Illinois published that year. Past and Present of 

DeKalb County, Illinois in 1907 contained an even 

lengthier entry on him, as he was then living the 

leisured life of a country gentleman, in retirement 

on his farm. 

 

Senator Hunt's home was pictured in both the 

1894 and 1899 DeKalb Chronicle Illustrated Souvenir 

Editions. The home’s appearance today is nothing 

like the way it looked in the 1890s. Now, it is a 

big, rectangular, plain white box, devoid of the 

ornamentation that once set it apart. It gives the 

impression of desperately waiting for someone to 

show it a little tender loving care.  

 

The home sits on a tall limestone foundation, indi-

cating an English basement, with numerous win-

dows for natural light into those rooms. The 

building's front was originally quite eye-catching, 

with a decorative full-length porch that had a 

striking gabled projection as its south end. From 

the picture alone, it isn't possible to determine if 

the porch wrapped around to the south side or 

not. Looking at the house, one sees a recessed 

door by the southeast corner, proving from every 

indication that the front porch did indeed reach it. 

Near the southwest corner is a small enclosed 

porch. 
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Decorative detail between the second floor win-

dows on the front in the 1890s is no longer in evi-

dence.  A number of original windows in various 

places have been replaced over the years. From 

the street, one can easily make out the series of 

rooftop gables, with the north and south ones cap-

ping two-story bays, and being cross-gables. De-

spite the fact this was a farmhouse a distance out-

side town originally, there was a multiple-color 

paint scheme on the exterior.   

 

The 1890s photos show a group of outbuildings 

adjacent to the house: one large barn, a couple of 

small buildings, and a windmill. None of the his-

toric outbuildings remain. A pair of multi-unit 

garages are present however, along with a rather 

small white frame house. What was it? Was it the 

original house from 1857? Was it the home of the 

farmhands? Was it the servants' quarters? The an-

swer is unknown. 

 

The Hunts chose nearby Fairview Cemetery as 

their final resting place. Mrs. Eveline Hunt died in 

1909, and the Sena-

tor in 1918. In close 

proximity is the 

grave of Clinton Ro-

sette, in a family plot 

like the Hunts, but 

with a less elaborate 

marker. 

 

The granite marker 

for the Hunts starts 

out looking quite 

rough-shaped, with 

the name HUNT carved on an angle. Then the 

marker turns very smooth and polished, display-

ing a finely detailed fluted Classical column. The 

design of the Hunt marker can be interpreted as 

implying that "out of chaos, he brought order."   

 

Senator D.D. Hunt's farm home is no longer used 

as a single family residence. It now contains apart-

ments. 
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MUSEUM 

CORNER 

featuring 

upcoming events & news 
from area museums and archives 

 

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com 

 

Glidden Homestead to host 2-year celebration 

Glidden Homestead, 921 W. Lincoln Hwy., DeKalb 

The J.F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center 

will host a two-year celebration in commemora-

tion of the 150th anniversary of Joseph Glidden’s 

“The Winner” barbed wire, which was created in 

1873 and patented in 1874. A variety of programs 

and events to be announced. Watch 

www.GliddenHomestead.org and the Glidden 

Homestead on Facebook to learn more as events 

are announced. 

 

Hinckley: Memories of the Businesses That 

Made the Town What It Is Today 

March 25, 3 p.m., 100 Maple St., Hinckley 

Panel discussion to share stories and memories of 

the businesses that made the town what it is to-

day. The Historical Society has assembled a di-

rectory of Hinckley businesses from 1835 to 2022 

and copies will be available at the meeting, and at 

the museum after it opens. 

 

DCHC Genealogy Class 

Register: www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org 

7-week class led by Julie Dresser starts March 29. 

Limited to 20 people. Wednesday evenings 6:30-

7:30 p.m. at the DeKalb County History Center. 

 

Arts in Action “Community Storytelling” 

March 23, 3 p.m., DeKalb County History Center 

Ada Chang, Illinois Road Scholar will present. 

Made possible by funding from the DeKalb 

County Mental Health board. 

 

 

“Community Storytelling Showcase” 

April 20, 7 p.m., Ellwood House Museum 

Five people will share community stories from 

those who have not always had their  voices 

heard. 

 

KVHS annual garage sale 

622 Park Avenue, Genoa 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society will have its 

annual garage sale May 3 through May 6. Open 9 

a.m. to 4 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to noon.  

 

Leland Area History Center 

Leland Historical Society, 205 N. Main St., Leland 

Spring hours March-May: Saturdays 11 am-1 pm 

www.lelandhistory.org 

 

DCHC Brown Bag/Local Lore programs 

www.DeKalbCountyHistory.org 

 

 “Past and Pleasant” Exhibit Discussion 

 April 6, 12 p.m., Ellwood House Museum 

 

 TBA 

 May 4, 12 p.m. 

 

 “100th Anniversary of Sycamore Park 

 District” panel discussion 

 June 1, 12 p.m., Sycamore Park District 

 Community Center 

 

 

 



DeKalb 
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 

Association  

 www.daaha.org 
 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 

 815-756-8737  
 

DeKalb Area Women’s Center 
http://dekalbareawomens  

center.weebly.com/ 

 E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  
815-758-1351 

 
Egyptian Theater 

www.egyptiantheatre.org 

E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 

815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:  

info@gliddenhomestead.org 

815-756-7904 
 

Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 
http://gurlerhouse.org 

815-758-4897 

 
At NIU 

Anthropology Museum 
www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 

815-753-0230/815-753-0246 
 

Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School 
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 

E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

https://library.niu.edu/ulib/

content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779 

 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  

Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  

Homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com 

815-784-5559 
 

Hinckley 

Hinckley Historical Society 
www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com  

E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 

@gmail.com 

815-761-4058 (Bob) 
 

Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 
815-522-6260 

 

Leland 
Leland Historical Society   

Leland Area History Center 
www.lelandhistory.org 

Email: info@lelandhistory.org 

815-495-4457 
 

Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  

Society & Museum 
http://www.villageofmalta.net/

maltahistorcialsociety.htm 

815-384-3481 
 

Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.org 

E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 

815-786-2555 
 

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  

Historical Society 
815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 
https://slrmuseum.com/  

E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 

Phone: 815-824-2597 
 

 
 

Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

http://themonumentalarchives. 

com/Olmstead_Museum.php 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 
Sycamore 

Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 

 
Joiner History Room 

www.joinerhistoryroom.org 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 

@dekalbcounty.org 

815-895-7271 
 

North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 

org 

 
DeKalb County History Center 

www.dekalbcountyhistory.org 
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 

815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 

Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   

WatermanSoc.htm 
815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/


The Navy E Award presented to Turner Brass Works employees in Sycamore in 1943. 

1730 N. Main St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 


