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From the Editor’s Desk… 
 

Just recently for National Teacher Day, the Syca-

more Community School District 427 posted this 

prompt on their Facebook page: “The best teacher I 

ever had was…” 

 

My response came quickly, although I couldn’t nar-

row it down to just one: “Ed Johnson, Mark Manne-

bach, Eric Eggleson, Yvonne Johnson.”  

 

Each of these teachers saw my love of writing and 

history, and they made a significant effort to help 

me see that as well. I’m not sure what I’d be doing 

at this moment in time if not for their nurturement 

of those interests — probably not writing this letter!  

 

I was absolutely devastated to hear that the world 

lost Yvonne Johnson in May. Ms. Johnson was my 

fourth-grade teacher and amazed me with her tales 

of her travels and life adventures. I’ll never forget 

how she let us paint the classroom windows with 

themes from the year, like oceans and rainforests.  

 

Outside of school, she was such a supporter of edu-

cation, history and other major areas, while still 

keeping her spunky, unique way about her. We con-

tinued to stay in touch; she was one of the first peo-

ple I talked to about my Jacob Haish blog, and she 

was one of the first to reach out after I started work-

ing at Glidden Homestead last year. She inspired 

me in many ways, and will continue to do so! 

 

Thank the special teachers in your life if you have 

the chance. 

    - Jessi Haish LaRue 
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Remembering a Local Educator and Philanthropist 
By DeKalb County History Center 

DeKalb County lost one of its most passionate ed-

ucators. Yvonne Johnson passed away on May 24. 

 

Yvonne, whose ancestors came to the area in the 

1850s and ‘60s, grew up in DeKalb and Kane 

Counties. By her own account she “moved ten 

times and is sure she attended four rural schools 

for her elementary education and then two high 

schools.” Starting high school at 13, she graduated 

when she was 16 and started at Northern Illinois 

State Teacher’s College (now Northern Illinois 

University) at 17, in 1947. 

 

After graduation, she taught at Love School, a 

DeKalb rural school that still stands between Bar-

ber Greene and County Farm Roads. In 1953, 

Yvonne moved to the Sycamore School District to 

teach at the new West School, still being complet-

ed well into that first school year. In 2021, Yvonne 

published the book Lifelong Learner, about her life 

as a teacher, traveler, and “giver.”  

 

Yvonne’s proudest accomplishment was oversee-

ing the expansion of the Sycamore Public Library 

with an addition built during her 13-year tenure 

as president of the library board. 

 

She impacted many lives, young and old. The His-

tory Center was honored to work with Yvonne as 

she donated many of her records, awards, and 

personal items to our collection. She will be great-

ly missed. 
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The Game Plan Behind Glidden Field 
By Stephen Bigolin 

Since its dedication at NIU in the fall of 1965, foot-

ball games have been played on West Campus, at 

Huskie Stadium. Football was the university's first 

sport in 1899, but where you may ask was it 

played? The historic Glidden Field. 

 

Barbed wire inventor Joseph F. Glidden donated 

60+ acres of land for the new Northern Illinois 

State Normal School in 1895, so his name was giv-

en to the athletic field. It was located down the hill 

and east of today's Altgeld Hall, adjacent to the 

Kishwaukee River and north of the lagoon. For 

several years after football's move to West Cam-

pus, it was utilized for intramural sports before 

the land was eyed as the site for other long-

needed new buildings. Following the opening of 

Gilbert Hall (the first all men’s dorm) across the 

street in 1951, male football fans living on the east-

facing upper floors of the building enjoyed a birds

-eye view of whatever went on there. 

 

The football field had a north-south orientation 

between College and Lucinda Avenues, with 

wooden bleachers in place on the east and west 

sides for seating. There were no end zone seats. 

For all 66 years that Glidden Field was in use, 

there were no on-site locker rooms. Until Still 

Gym was built in 1928, the nearest indoor sports 

venue was the original first floor gymnasium in 

Altgeld Hall. Still was just across the street from 

the south end of Glidden, with locker rooms in its 

basement. 

 

The normal seating capacity of Glidden Field was 

just 5,500, although additional bleachers could be 

brought in to increase that number to as many as 

12,000, as happened once in 1962. Only daytime 

games could be played, as there were no lights. 

Night games took place at DeKalb High School's 

lighted field on North First Street, where Clinton 

Rosette Middle School is today. Before the coming 

of Northern, Glidden Field's site had been the har-

ness-racing track of the DeKalb Agricultural Asso-

ciation Fair, held there since the 1860s. 

 

Glidden Field was a typical small college playing 

field. As was common years ago, Northern's early 

opponents were area high school teams. Its first 

game was against DeKalb High School. The first 

Homecoming was in 1903. 

 

The man at the helm for 26 consecutive years was 

Mr. NIU Sports — George “Chick” Evans, coach-

ing the Huskies on the Glidden turf. His record of 

131 wins, 70 losses and 20 ties will likely never be 

surpassed. The 1951 Huskie team he coached 

went on that year to win the Interstate Intercolle-

giate Athletic Conference Championship. 

 

Among standout players at Northern coached by 

“Chick” Evans were Reino Nori, Howard Fletcher, 

Bob Brigham, Bob Heimerdinger, and Jack Phean-

is. Nori was Northern's first player drafted by an 

NFL team, the Detroit Lions in 1936. Fletcher suc-

ceeded Evans in 1954, and in 2009 was named "the 

best coach in Huskie History" by USA Today. 

Brigham started as NIU's wrestling coach, suc-

ceeded Evans as Men's Athletic Director and 

Head of Men's Physical Education in 1968, and 

was involved with Huskie Athletics for 50 years. 

Heimerdinger served as football coach at DeKalb 

High School. Pheanis was the men's golf coach 

and an NIU faculty member for 45 years.  

 

Howard Fletcher was Northern's last football 

coach whose teams played at Glidden Field, and 

its first coach at Huskie Stadium. The standout 

player he had at Glidden Field was NIU great 

George Bork. Bork was the quarterback of the 

1963 Huskie National College Division Champi-
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onship team. He was 

NIU's first inductee into 

the College Football Hall 

of Fame. As a junior, he 

set or broke 26 school 

records. 

 

By the early 1960s, how-

ever, old Glidden Field 

was being eyed as a site 

for new campus devel-

opment. As Huskie Ath-

letics strove to become a 

Division I school in 

sports, the need for a 

larger, more typical, 

Mid-American Confer-

ence stadium called for 

bringing the small-

college days of Glidden 

to an end. The Biology Department in particular 

saw it as the perfect location for their long-sought-

after new Life Sciences Building. Meanwhile, the 

proposed new football stadium remained on the 

drawing boards, so Glidden experienced a tempo-

rary reprieve. The Biology Building was priori-

tized for placement west of the lagoon in part of 

the historic arboretum, where it opened in 1969 as 

Montgomery Hall. 

 

After Huskie Stadium finally opened, Glidden 

Field saw limited use for intramural sports only.  

West Campus was the new home to intercolle-

giate athletic activities. By the late 1960s, a new 

Art Building — subsequently named for Jack Ar-

ends, Chair of the Art Department during the 

1960s — was planned for part of Glidden Field. It 

opened in 1970, followed a few years later by a 

new Music Building. The two had shared a space 

since 1959 in the Fine Arts Building on Central 

Campus, later renamed the Stevens Building, and 

replaced by the Stevens Building of 2018. Both 

stand in the Kishwaukee River floodplain. 

 

When the move was made from Glidden Field to 

Huskie Stadium, a block of sod was transplanted 

from the old venue to the new as a symbolic ges-

ture. When the stadium's name went from West 

Stadium to Huskie Stadium, the turf became 

known as Brigham Field. 

 

Robert J. Brigham had been a stand-out football 

player for “Chick" Evans in the late 1940s. He 

joined the Men's Physical Education Department 

faculty as a coach in 1955, at his old mentor's urg-

ing, succeeding him in 1968. Between his days as a 

student athlete, coach and administrator, Dr. 

Brigham had more than 50 years of involvement 

with NIU sports under his belt upon his retire-

ment in 2001. 

 

Longtime NIU Sports Information Director Mi-

chael J. (AJAX) Korcek contributed much of the 

historic data on Glidden Field contained in this 

article. He continues to live in DeKalb in retire-

ment. 
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“Uncle Sam” at the DeKalb County Courthouse, summer 1919. 
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Make Afton Forest Preserve a Barn Tour Pit Stop 
By Sue Breese, DeKalb County Barn Tour committee 

The 2023 DeKalb County Barn Tour will concen-

trate in Pierce and Afton Townships. Afton Forest 

Preserve is across the road from barn #7. Afton 

Forest Preserve and Afton South Prairie are a 

combined forest preserve that was acquired in 

1973, with 240 acres as a nature preserve and prai-

rie restoration project. The south prairie, with 76 

acres, was added in 2008. The preserve contains 

native plants, prairies, wetland and woodlands. 

There are open green spaces with a playground, 

benches, observation deck, several picnic shelters, 

and 5 miles of hiking trails. The preserve is also 

recognized for bird watching, with over 250 spe-

cies of birds observed over the years. The Little 

Rock Creek runs through, making it a perfect 

place to fish. The winter months are excellent for 

cross-country skiing, and a “stargazing” night in 

September brings dozens of enthusiastic hobbyists 

with telescopes to share views with the public. 

 

An historical marker to recognize the project was 

placed at Afton in 1977 by the DeKalb County 

Historical Society, the DeKalb County Bicentenni-

al Commission, and the DeKalb County Board, in 

honor of the Unites States bicentennial. The area 

became known as the Bicentennial Grove. The 

marker reads “These trees were planted by the 

citizens of DeKalb County in honor of our coun-

try's bicentennial. This horizons project affirms 

our faith and pride in the United States and our 

hope and love for it. May future citizens enjoy this 

area and remember us when the tri-centennial is 

celebrated in 2076.” 

 

The DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage Associa-

tion (DAAHA) created a booklet, “Historical 

Markers of DeKalb County,” which features Af-

ton. You can download this booklet or visit the 

virtual historical marker tour at www.daaha.org. 

DeKalb County Barn Tour 2023 
Saturday, August 12, 9 AM to 4 PM 

 

A one-day driving tour of barn sites within DeKalb 

County hosted by the DeKalb Area Agricultural Her-

itage Association, Inc. and the JF Glidden Homestead 

& Historical Center. Participants receive a map and 

guide book containing hand-drawn sketches of each 

barn as well as the barn's history, style and use. Par-

ticipants drive to each location in any order for a tour 

of the barn(s). Purchase your event ticket at any of the 

barn locations or in advance online. Be aware that 

this is an outdoor activity that involves walking on 

uneven ground. Admission is $40 per vehicle (buses 

extra). 

www.DeKalbCountyBarnTour.com 
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Augustus Adams Brought Innovation to Sandwich 
Story and images provided by Shawn Rogers 

 

This history of Sandwich Manufac-

turing Company actually begins in 

Elgin, Illinois. In 1840, Augustus 

Adams operated a machinery re-

pair shop in Elgin. The following 

summer he built a small iron 

foundry and machine shop and be-

gan to manufacture agricultural 

machinery. At that time, it was the 

first foundry west of the Great 

Lakes. Customers came from places 

near and far — including Rockford, 

Freeport, Galena and DeKalb. 

While in Elgin, Adams began the 

development of a portable power 

corn sheller. This unprecedented 

idea would later transition his com-

pany into the largest independent producer of 

corn shellers in the world during the 1880s.  

 

In addition to his growing success as a machinery 

repair specialist, his political career was just be-

ginning. He never ran for office, but nonetheless, 

he was selected, elected and served the citizens 

wholeheartedly. In 1847 he was chosen as a dele-

gate to the Illinois Constitutional Convention and 

was elected. He also served as a Kane County Sen-

ator from 1855-1857. Also in the senate at that 

time was William Patten from Sandwich. Patten 

convinced Adams to come to Sandwich and open 

his foundry and machine repair shop in Sand-

wich. The rest is history.  

 

In 1856 Mr. Adams (who was still living in Elgin 

at the time), transitioned his business to Sandwich 

as A. Adams & Sons. His corn sheller was the ini-

tial foundation and focus of his operation. Here, 

he commenced to develop the idea of creating a 

practical, portable power corn sheller. In 1857 Ad-

ams moved his family there and began fervently 

continuing his work as fast as his means would 

permit. By 1861, the reputation of the Sandwich-

Adams corn sheller spread throughout Illinois 

and calls for these machines came in from all over 

the northwest. To supply the demand, he hired 

100 men, thus becoming the first and largest facto-

ry in DeKalb County. The business was growing 

rapidly and the demand for the Adams corn shel-

lers was increasing; the time for expansion was 

imminent.  

 

In 1867 they incorporated and formed the Sand-

wich Manufacturing Company. They produced a 

full line of shellers, ranging from their small 

“Corn King” portable one-hole sheller up to their 

8-hole horse drawn power sheller. Soon after, 

with their good reputation for quality machines 

growing and increasing trade demands, more 

room was needed. They quickly decided to build 

a spacious and complete set of shops. These build-

ings and yards covered about two blocks of 

ground with railroad tracks running to every 
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Learn more by visiting Shawn’s history blog at 

 

www.SandwichManufacturingCompany.com 

point, so all supplies were unloaded from the car 

to where it was needed and all outgoing ship-

ments were loaded directly onto the rail cars from 

each department. At this point, the paid-up capi-

tal was $250,000.  

The Adamses held multiple patents for corn shel-

lers and other equipment. Their gas engines, in-

troduced in 1914, are still recognized by collectors 

as machines of the highest quality. The products 

they manufactured were shipped all over the 

world, as far away as Brazil, New South Wales, 

and Argentina. As early as 1884 they had branch 

houses in Council Bluffs, Iowa, and Kansas City. 

The company continued to flourish and was even-

tually sold to New Idea in the 1930s.  

 

 

More about Augustus Adams… 

1840s: He operated the first foundry west 

of the Great Lakes 

 

1847: Elected to the Constitutional  

Convention  

 

1851 – 1853: Served in the Illinois House 

of Representatives 

 

1855-1857: Served as an Illinois Senator  

 

Corresponded with Abraham Lincoln  

 

Started the first factory in DeKalb County 

 

Sandwich Manufacturing Co. operated in 

Sandwich for more than 70 years and 

shipped their products all over the world.  

 

Some of the products they produced  

included harvesters, binders, mowers, 

corn shellers, hay presses (balers), hay 

loaders, side delivery hay rakes, hit-and-

miss gasoline engines, ear corn slicers, 

feed grinders, farm utility carts, bucket 

elevators, twine, barbed wire, manure 

spreaders, reel type lawn mowers, road 

scrapers, and cultivators. 
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Hinckley Historical Museum Completes Makeover 
Story and images provided by Bob Pritchard 

While most museums and nonprofits were closed 

during the Covid pandemic, the Hinckley Histori-

cal Society (HHS) was using the time to remodel 

its museum and brainstorm new exhibits.  The 

project was under the leadership and visual crea-

tivity of board vice president Cathy Bartels, who 

retired after 40 years as a national retail executive.  

Board member knowledge of local history was 

helpful in sorting artifacts and telling stories by 

decade for what they called “20 Decades of Hinck-

ley” 1834 to present day.  

 

One side of the museum is now called the Post 

Office Room and the other side the Hinckley Re-

view 

Room. 

Each of 

these 

rooms have 

their own 

history--the 

Hinckley 

Review 

where 

news was 

printed 

weekly for 

over 110 years--and the Post Office where resi-

dents gathered to collect their mail and sit on the 

window benches to discuss the news. Within 

these rooms, however, exhibits tell lots of stories 

about the community. There is even a mini theater 

for viewing parade clips and movies shot in 

Hinckley.   

 

The project started by removing a wall and con-

necting the old post office (1946-1986) with the 

Hinckley Review newspaper office (1946-1991). 

The original 75-year-old wood floors were refin-

ished, bathrooms were modernized, lighting was 

updated and rooms received fresh paint. The 

building was purchased by the historical society 

in 2016. 

 

“We were very pleased with the work of profes-

sional local area suppliers: carpenter, painter, elec-

trician, hardwood floor refinisher and sign print-

er,” Bartels said. 

 

Once the construction was completed, Bartels 

called upon two friends from Oakland, California, 

to help with the displays. Dan Franco and Jay 

Young took time off from their regular jobs in re-

tail visual merchandising and work for Facebook 

to help arrange and install the exhibits. Young 

added “We wanted the free-standing displays to 

be engaging and allow the viewer to interact with 

them. “ 

 

“The board wanted to present our archives in a 

digestible form and picked highlights from each 

decade,” Bartels said.   

 

The displays are not presented in a linear fashion 

but require the viewer to stroll through the muse-

um as their interests guide them.  

 

The displays were given a further professional 
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touch with the services of Jay Yaggie of Hinckley’s 

Stripes Plus More. He made dozens of exhibit 

cards, vinyl images, substrates that tell a story, 

and logos, plus created a permanent memorial for 

the men and women who have served in the 

armed forces from our townships. An acrylic list-

ing of their names is imposed over a local Memo-

rial Day service photo. Then too, there was a lot of 

research from board members and endless help 

from board member husbands Frank Bartels and 

Mark Trumpy. 

 

Besides using the four dioramas created by former 

curator and HHS cofounder Dolores Bastian, the 

displays tell stories about our rural and town 

schools, businesses, sports teams, the evolution of 

the fire department, larger than life mosaic mural 

and Lions Club.  

 

“Some displays will rotate so more artifacts can be 

displayed over time while other displays, like the 

veterans’ memorial mural, will be a permanent 

fixture. Some stories will continue to expand with 

further research, like the historic homes in town 

and farms that have been in the same family for a 

century or longer,” Bartels said. 

 

Among the artifact collection is the former high 

school clock for ringing the class periods.  

 

“We are looking for someone to help program the 

bell and restart the electric clock,” Bartels said. “It 

appears to run off a paper roll like the old player 

pianos.”   

 

The clock used to hang in the library/study hall of 

the school built in 1926 and located where the 

HBR elementary school is today.   

 

One of the services provided for members of HHS 

will be help with family genealogy research. The 

museum has some local family histories, collec-

tion of high school yearbooks, digitized copies of 

the local newspapers, and computers to access 

international ancestry data.   

There are also accessible cabinets for storing maps 

and plat books, a desk from the grain company, 

and a dining room table for the public to do on-

line genealogy research and discuss things about 

Hinckley and townships of Squaw Grove and 

Pierce.   

 

The museum is open to the public from 10 to noon 

each Saturday or by appointment—just call Bob at 

815-761-4058 to set up a visit. The HHS website 

(hinckleyhistoricalsociety.com) gives access to the 

Hinckley digital newspapers, obituaries, member 

newsletters and some stories.  
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It’s summertime and at the Glidden Homestead 

you can hear the clanging of hammer against iron 

and see the glowing of embers in the forge. A visit 

to the Phineas Vaughan Blacksmith Shop, on the 

grounds of the Homestead, transports visitors 

back in time—to the era when the blacksmith was 

one of the most important tradesmen in the vil-

lage, and Phineas Vaughan helped Joseph Glid-

den turn an ordinary coffee grinder into a revolu-

tionary barbed-wire maker. 

 

On Sundays when the Homestead is open, volun-

teer blacksmiths demonstrate the old-time trade 

as they shape hot iron with ultimate patience into 

useful tools and household items.  

 

Lead blacksmith Marty O’Connor first attended 

an introductory meeting, led by Chris Hubbard, 

to form a smithing club using the Homestead’s 

shop 12 years ago.  

 

“We first met to forge in Lucio Bortolin’s shop in 

Mayfield Township, and sometimes at the Glid-

den Homestead, switching out demo days be-

tween members,” O’Connor said. “[Hubbard] got 

busy with other activities and handed the reins to 

Lucio, who was also a board member. Around 

2016 or so, Lucio resigned and handed duties over 

to me.” 

 

O’Connor has led blacksmithing demonstrations 

and classes ever since. He has been training new 

volunteer Chris LaRue to share the responsibility 

of demonstrations and hopefully having him 

available to train other students in the near future. 

O’Connor hopes to offer a few class spots during 

this season for new students.  

 

“I’ve always enjoyed working with my hands and 

being creative and when the opportunity came to 

apprentice with Marty I jumped at it,” LaRue said. 

“Now, when I’m out there and can see a project 

from start to finish there is a great sense of accom-

plishment.” 

 

The building housing the shop on Glidden’s farm 

was originally a mill house, so-called because of 

the windmill sitting atop the two-story structure. 

Besides providing the water source for the farm, it 

may have been where the farm hands slept.  

 

When central heat was installed in the home in 

1909, the mill house housed the furnace and heat-

ing pipes ran through a backyard tunnel on the 

west side of the mill house into the home.  

 

“The Homestead represents both innovation and 

Travel Back in Time with Blacksmithing at Glidden Homestead 
Story and images provided by Jessi Haish LaRue 
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hard work,” LaRue said. “When I think about the 

history made right onsite of the Homestead it is 

truly mind boggling.” 

 

The wooden portions of the building had long 

been deteriorated when the Homestead organiza-

tion took over the property, with only the founda-

tion remaining. In 2010, after three years of in-

tense volunteer labor, the restored building 

opened as a blacksmith shop, the first living-

history element at the Homestead.  

 

The shop pays tribute to the contribution the DeK-

alb blacksmith played in helping Glidden develop 

the equipment he needed to manufacture barbed 

wire. Work, including tuck pointing the stone 

foundation, a new roof and siding, a concrete 

floor, and grading and reseeding the grounds, 

was funded by grants. 

 

Pieces hand-forged by the blacksmiths can be  

purchased in the Gift Shop; sales directly support 

the homestead’s operations, including preserva-

tion of the shop, and the historic barn and home. 

“I’ve stayed involved with the Homestead both 

for the opportunity to practice my creativity 

through blacksmithing, and also because I thor-

oughly enjoy learning about and sharing local his-

tory and passing along a taste of traditional craft,” 

O’Connor said. 

 

To learn more about classes or demonstrations, contact 

jessi@gliddenhomestead.org or 815-756-7904. 
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The History of Genoa’s Caboose 
Story and images provided by Orrin Merritt 

The iconic caboose – easily spotted as you near 

downtown Genoa from the west – has recently 

been restored to its original glory by its caretaker, 

the Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society. 

 

The original caboose was built of metal about 1950 

but was altered in 1967. It is 40 feet long, 15 ¾ feet 

high to the top of the cupola, and 25 tons in 

weight. 

 

After the caboose was retired from service, it was 

purchased in 1983 from the Illinois Central Rail-

road by the Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society 

for $2,000. Then it was delivered by rail from Wa-

terloo, Iowa, to a railroad siding next to Falls 

Products on Sycamore Street on May 10, 1984. The 

caboose was finally moved to the front of the  mu-

seum, 622 Park Avenue in Genoa, on April 27, 

1985. 

 

The caboose was heated by a pot-bellied stove 

that has a rim around the top to retain the pots 

and pans. It was lighted with kerosene lanterns, 

since it had no electricity. It included three bunks 

for the crew, a washroom, an icebox, a wooden 

desk, and a “toilet." 

 

Hose connectors between the cars were included 

on the caboose to control the air brakes. A control 

valve in the back of the caboose enabled the con-

ductor to send messages to the engineer in the lo-

comotive. Near the door as you leave is a whistle 

used to warn people when the train was backing 

up. 

 

Once the caboose was moved to the museum, the 

restoration project was implemented, with Ed 

Paulson as chairman of the project in 1986. 

 

At an April 13, 1986, meeting, a tentative budget 
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for the caboose restoration was set at $700. The 

roof was in bad shape. The November 5, 1986, 

minutes noted Ed and Alice Paulson had paid for 

roofing the caboose. 

 

Several volunteers and skilled artisans sandblast-

ed, painted the inside and outside, and repaired 

windows. This original restoration work was com-

pleted in May 1991. The latest roof repair was 

completed November 10, 2021. 

 

The painting and repair of the rusting portions of 

the caboose was a conversation for about two 

years. Several inquiries to professional painters 

were not productive until we approached a pro-

fessional restorer, Roger Keys. In April of 2022 the 

board contracted with Mr. Keys to remove the 

rust and paint, and apply new paint and lettering. 

The project began in June and took approximately 

3 months. 

 

A high-pressure washer was used to remove all of 

the paint and rust from the caboose. Half of the 

south side of the caboose was stripped of its paint, 

revealing a black rectangle with lettering. This is a 

code used to identify the caboose and was used 

for a limited time to identify train cars as they 

passed by. 

 

After sandblasting phosphoric acid was applied to 

the metal caboose to bind with the metal so the 

oxygen in the air could not continue the rusting 

process. Places where the rust had gone through 

the metal were repaired. 

 

Painting was completed. The color was chosen to 

be identical to the original paint that was applied 

when the caboose was first created! 

 

Application of stencils for all the lettering was ap-

plied. You will notice that the windows, front and 

back doors, and side doors have been removed. 

They were refurbished in Roger's workshop. 

 

By February of this year, the lettering and new 

door was in place with new glass. The caboose is 

back to the original color, lettering, and is ready 

for visitors! 
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Old North Grove School Connects Students to the Past 
Story and images provided by Jane Dargatz 

As the Old North Grove School celebrates its 145th 

year, we welcome everyone to our Summer Open 

House, “145 Years of Educating,” Saturday and 

Sunday, June 24 and 25, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

There will be crafters, homemade cookies, raffles, 

games from the past, tours of the school, musi-

cians, an old-fashioned maypole dance, give-

aways, and much more! Fun for the whole family!  

 

Old North Grove is fortunate for its multitude of 

patrons. Those that regularly attend its scheduled 

annual events often share stories and reflections of 

their own time with a one-room school, or first-

time patrons are intrigued by its unique history 

and service through time. But have you ever won-

dered what happens at other times during the 

year and specifically during a school year? While 

Old North Grove does not hold regular open 

hours, it does stand at- the-ready to engage and 

inspire students through the school year. North 

Grove School Association has several educators 

that have lovingly cultivated a variety of activities 

and lessons that second and fifth grade teachers in 

DeKalb County have access to that match closely 

to their curriculum. Teachers can request a Power-

Point presentation in advance of their visit, bor-

row books and lessons to create their own unique 

experience at the school, or request an educator to 

be on hand to lead lessons and activities — free of 

cost! Our mission is to promote learning and en-

gagement with our school community in hopes of 

inspiring youth to take an interest in preserving 

history for future generations.  

 

What does a typical fifth grade field trip look like? 

Teachers try to provide the fifth graders with the 

most realistic experience possible.  All students 

are encouraged to dress like the students of that 

time. We show photos of possible outfits, such as 

dresses or skirts for the girls, and dress shirts or 

overalls for the boys. To make the day even more 

realistic, students are also encouraged to pack a 

lunch that would be like lunches that students at 

Old North Grove would have eaten--fruits, vege-

tables, and sandwiches. Anything that comes pre-

packaged would not have been around at the 

time, so students try to avoid those types of foods. 

Many students 

even wrap 

their lunch in 

wax paper, to 

avoid using 

plastic bags. 

Additionally, 

we have the 

bus drop off a 

little less than 

a mile away 

from the 

school, and 

they walk to 

the school, just 

like students 

at Old North 

Grove would have. North School fifth graders 

walk the entire way, with support from the DeK-

alb County Sheriff’s officers, to safely cross Peace 

Road. They can’t believe how far kids walked to 

school! The fifth graders absolutely love getting to 

go back in time for the day.   

 

Once at Old North Grove School, they participate 

in four rotations to provide them with what a day 

in the life of a historic one-room schoolhouse child 

would have been. Inside the school, students get a 

snapshot into what a school day was by memoriz-

ing a Memory Gem, participating in an Arithmetic 

lesson, and they are even subjected to punish-

ments of the time period.  Shame boards, dunce 
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hats, and the holding of the heavy diction-

ary are all shown to the students.    

 

Outside the schoolhouse, students partici-

pate in a math rotation. The students have 

to find the distance that actual children 

had to walk to attend Old North Grove 

School. They then use binoculars to see if 

they can find these farmhouses off in the 

distance. Another rotation is an old-

fashioned spelling bee, where students 

spell words that would have been used 

during the time period.  The final rotation 

is a recess rotation. At this rotation, stu-

dents learn the recess games that were 

played at the time period, such as: Horse 

Ran Away, Simon Says, Fox and Geese Tag, and 

Red Rover.  

 

In comparison, when our second grade students 

visit, they, too, have four rotations, but 20-minute 

segments. Their stations are similar: a spelling 

bee, old-fashioned recess, and a geography/math 

station where they roughly figure out how far 

kids had to walk to school, and all of these take 

place outside. Inside, they have a compacted 

sample of a school day.  

 

They start the “day” outside by lining up to come 

into the school in two lines, a boys’ line and a 

girls’ line. After the bell is rung, of course ladies 

enter first! The tour begins with a stop in the cloak 

room, a new word to these youngsters! Choosing 

a desk to fit them, they enter and get seated, and 

we start the day as they do today, with the Pledge 

of Allegiance.  Different, however, is the patriotic 

song that follows, taught in an echo form of learn-

ing as was used in the past.   

 

Next is the memory gem. Daily, the teacher had 

the students memorize a line of scripture or an 

important piece of advice for life, which they 

practiced throughout the day. If a student was 

unable to recite it before leaving for the day, he/

she would have to “stay after” until it could be 

recited perfectly! Our memory gem is “If at first 

you don’t succeed, try, try again!” Typical of the 

period, they learned as a community, older stu-

dents helping youngers! 

 

What follows is a reading lesson using a very 

large and heavy, framed lesson geared toward first 

grade, and we talk about how while first graders 

did their lesson with the teacher, all the others in 

other grades had other work to do SILENTLY and 

independently, and if they didn’t, there were dis-

ciplinary consequences, which are demonstrated 

with a willing student. (Much like the fifth grad-

ers, discipline is a favorite part of the day!) 

 

Then we move on to math, in which they do their 

work on slates from problems on the board. A 

quick walking tour is done inside the school, and 

it’s already time for the next group! Time and 

again as students say thank you for their day, they 

say they wish they could come to a one-room 

school every day! Children say it’s the best day 

ever! If your family would like a similar experi-

ence, contact us at info@northgroveschool.org, 

and we will set something up!  
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MUSEUM 

CORNER 

featuring 

upcoming events & news 
from area museums and archives 

 

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com 

June 24-25: NGSA Open House 

26745 Brickville Road, Sycamore 

The Old North Grove School will host its summer 

Open House from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on June 24 

and 25. Enjoy an old-fashioned one-room school-

house experience including crafts, a petting zoo, 

ice cream social and old-time games. 

 

June 24: Cocktails at the Crib 

1730 N. Main St., Sycamore 

The DeKalb County History Center is hosting its 

annual fundraiser from 4-7 p.m. on June 24. En-

joy drinks, appetizers and sweets while touring 

campus and learning about future plans. Tickets 

are $50 each and include souvenir cocktail glasses 

(quantity limited), music by Craig Mathey & 

Friends, tasty appetizers, desserts, games, a silent 

auction, and cash bar with first beverage includ-

ed in ticket price. Tickets can be purchased at the 

History Center or at dekalbcountyhistory.org.  

 

June 25: Open Barn Day at Glidden 

921 W. Lincoln Hwy, DeKalb 

From noon to 4 p.m. on June 25, visitors will have 

a chance to see the inside of the historic brick 

barn where “The Winner” barbed wire was in-

vented. Historic preservationist Roger Keys will 

give tours. The Phineas Vaughan Blacksmith 

Shop at the Glidden Homestead also will be open 

and operating that day. $5 donation to the Home-

stead is recommended admission. 

 

July 6: Restoration at the Ellwood House 

1730 N. Main St., Sycamore 

At noon on July 6, historic preservationist Roger 

Keys will discuss recent restoration projects at 

the Ellwood House Museum. Free, hosted at the 

DeKalb County History Center. 

 

July 12: Mirth & Miscellany in the Midwest 

Sycamore Public Library 

At 6:30 p.m. on July 12, musician and storyteller 

Dave Martin takes us on a good-natured romp 

through the Midwest to explore the culture and 

storied history of the region, performing both tra-

ditional and original songs while infusing quixot-

ic anecdotes about his family’s place in America’s 

heartland.  

 

Free Saturdays at History Center 

1730 N. Main St., Sycamore 

Throughout the summer, Saturdays at the DeK-

alb County History Center are free. Come visit 

the “DeKalb County in 100 Objects” exhibit for 

free (a $5 value.) Open 12-4 p.m. every Saturday. 

 

August 20: History of Homes 

Sycamore Public Library 

Designed for beginners, Adult Services Library 

Assistant Jason will teach you how to find your 

home’s unique history by using city records at 2 

p.m. on August 20. 

 

August 26: Third Annual Cemetery Walk 

2136-2138 N. 45th Road, Leland 

Graveside Chats at Leland Historical Society 

Cemetery Walk fundraiser will kick off at 2 p.m. 

on August 26 at the Little Indian Creek Cemetary. 

Tickets are $10 for members, $15 for nonmembers 

and $5 for students and can be purchased at 

www.LelandHistory.org 



DeKalb 
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 

Association  

 www.daaha.org 
 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 

 815-756-8737  
 

DeKalb Area Women’s Center 
http://dekalbareawomens  

center.weebly.com/ 

 E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  
815-758-1351 

 
Egyptian Theater 

www.egyptiantheatre.org 

E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 

815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:  

jessi@gliddenhomestead.org 

815-756-7904 
 

Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 
http://gurlerhouse.org 

815-758-4897 

 
At NIU 

Anthropology Museum 
www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 

815-753-0230/815-753-0246 
 

Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School 
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 

E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

https://library.niu.edu/ulib/

content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779 

 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  

Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  

Homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com 

815-784-5559 
 

Hinckley 

Hinckley Historical Society 
www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com  

E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 

@gmail.com 

815-761-4058 (Bob) 
 

Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 
815-522-6260 

 

Leland 
Leland Historical Society   

Leland Area History Center 
www.lelandhistory.org 

Email: info@lelandhistory.org 

815-495-4457 
 

Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  

Society & Museum 
http://www.villageofmalta.net/

maltahistorcialsociety.htm 

815-384-3481 
 

Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.org 

E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 

815-786-2555 
 

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  

Historical Society 
815-786-2513 

 
Shabbona 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 
https://slrmuseum.com/  

E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 

Phone: 815-824-2597 
 

 
 

Somonauk 
Olmstead Memorial Museum 

http://themonumentalarchives. 

com/Olmstead_Museum.php 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 
Sycamore 

Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 

 
Joiner History Room 

www.joinerhistoryroom.org 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 

@dekalbcounty.org 

815-895-7271 
 

North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 

org 

 
DeKalb County History Center 

www.dekalbcountyhistory.org 
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 

815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 

Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   

WatermanSoc.htm 
815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/


Walcamp Lutheran Retreat Center, Kingston postcard. “Enjoying sun and water at the lagoon”  |  Courtesy of Eva Johnson 

1730 N. Main St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 


