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From the Editor's Desk...

There’s something nostalgic about summer, isn’t
there? If you let yourself, it’s easy to start day-
dreaming about the last day of school, riding your
bike, family vacations, and other simple, sweet
perks of the summer season.

For me, some of my best summer memories hap-
pened right here in DeKalb County, such as taking
trips to Dari Ripple after a softball game at Syca-
more Park, watching the fireworks on the Fourth of
July from the Lowe’s parking lot in DeKalb, or
camping with friends or my fellow Girl Scouts in
someone’s backyard. Bonus points if s’'mores were
involved.

With unpredictable gas prices this year, I think a
return to summertime DeKalb County fun is in or-
der. My ambitious agenda includes visits to local
museums, a Saturday night at Sycamore Speedway,
floating around Lake Shabbona, a car show, the
DeKalb County Barn Tour, and, of course, plenty of
ice cream.

Wishing you and yours a joyous and fun summer

here in DeKalb County.

- Jessi Haish LaRue

Remaining Cornsilk submission deadlines for 2022:
August 15
November 15

Submit news and stories to jhaish09@gmail.com

Cornsilk is published by the DeKalb County History Center in the months of March, June, September, and Decem-
ber. The deadline for submission of information is the 15th of the month prior to publication. Send submissions to:
Jessi LaRue, Cornsilk, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore, lllinois 60178; or jhaishO9@gmail.com.

All photos are courtesy of DeKalb County History Center Archives unless otherwise stated.




Cornsilk

The DeKalb County History Center Welcomes DCHGS Members
By Michelle Donahoe

As the DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical
Society officially dissolved as of April 30, the
DeKalb County History Center is honored to car-
ry on their important work. The Cornsilk maga-
zine has been an incredible resource for county-
wide history for years. We are honored to contin-
ue this publication and make it available to our
members as well as researchers. Jessi Haish LaRue
will continue to be the editor, so please remember
to share local history news and research with her.

DCHGS members are now “Friend” level mem-
bers with the DeKalb County History Center. This
level of membership is renewable annually and
includes the following benefits:

¢ Free, unlimited visits to any current exhibit at
the DeKalb County History Center — including the
Award Winning “History of DeKalb County in
100 Objects”

¢ A monthly electronic newsletter

¢ Reciprocal membership with Time Travelers

* 10% Gift Shop discount

¢ Invitations to preview events

* “Members Only” webpage, providing advanced
notices and access to special content

* One complimentary Museum Pass to invite a
guest to enjoy exhibit entry.

Moving forward all DeKalb County History Cen-
ter members will have exclusive digital access to

g
¢
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the four most recent Cornsilk issues. Then, the
“historical” issues can be found on the new Joiner
History Room website at JoinerHistoryRoom.org.

For those who have been long-time supporters of
the DCGHS, we hope you will check out the vari-
ety of ways the History Center shares DeKalb
County history. The most obvious is through our
exhibits. The Award Winning “History of DeKalb
County in 100 objects” is currently on display. Fif-
ty objects are at the History Center and 50 can be
found throughout the county. The History Cen-
ter’s website also has a wealth of information
along with the newly designed Joiner History
Room website. The History Center continues to
offer a diverse set of programs, on-site, remote,
and hybrid. Can’t attend a program? Don’t worry,
as most programs are recorded, allowing every-
one the flexibility to learn more about our local
history. Simply visit our website to check out our
YouTube library. This past year, the “Out &
About DeKalb County” app was launched, show-
casing historical locations throughout the county
and featuring an audio overview and related pho-
tos.

For more information about the History Center,
visit our website dekalbcountyhistory.org, or call
815-895-5762 with any questions.

DeKalb County History Center
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The Man Who Brought the College to Town (and Built a Parlor)
By Dan Klefstad

Ask me where I live, and I won’t start with the
address. Not that I dislike visitors. I just want to
know your familiarity with the history of DeKalb.
“The Clinton Rosette home — know where that
is?”

“No,” the usual answer.

“Do you know who Clinton Rosette was?”

“The middle school — named after him, right?”
“Yes. Do you know who he was?”

My persistent questioning may seem unfair. After
all, we’re not talking about the barbed wire bar-
ons who built this town — Isaac Ellwood, Joseph
Glidden and Jacob Haish. These were rich men
with powerful connections. Rosette was middle
class but had his own network of sources. As the
first editor of the Daily Chronicle, he read regular
updates on plans to build a teacher’s college in
northern Illinois. When the state announced the
competition for the Northern Illinois State Normal
School, Rosette knew how to help DeKalb win.
It's fitting they named the middle school after him
because Rosette was a teacher before becoming a
journalist. He ran a private school with his wife,
Alfaretta. Together, they dreamed of turning
DeKalb into a center for higher education. And
with help from the barons, they did.

And 127 years later, their brainchild keeps thriv-
ing. The school, now Northern Illinois University,
hosts students from around the world. Its arts,
science, and athletic programs continue to engage
a growing community. And NIU remains the larg-
est employer in DeKalb County. Rosette couldn’t
have predicted how his vision would play out,
but he knew the school would have a profound
effect on the surrounding area.

So how did it happen? Well, before history can be
made, history-makers need a place to eat, sleep,

drink and discuss. In 1884, the Rosettes bought a
plot of land on North 2nd St. and began building
their home, financed with a loan from Glidden.
The four-bedroom house was completed in 1890.
When I first stepped through the door in 2005,
several modifications had been made including a
now open porch and the addition of a downstairs
bathroom. As ajournalist, I liked the idea of living
in an editor’s home and moved my books and
writing desk into the parlor. This is where Rosette
wrote letters and held meetings to gather support

for...

I see you're stuck on the word “parlor.” Real es-
tate agents love to utter this Victorian synonym
for a sitting room while noting other bygone fea-
tures like nine-foot ceilings, distinctive gables, and
wood from old forests. The home’s previous own-
ers kept the parlor in good shape knowing it
would be a key selling point, and I fell in love
with it on first sight. These days, I call it “my li-
brary” or “writing room” to avoid sounding anti-
quated, but the original name crosses my lips

DeKalb County History Center
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when I'm alone. It’s like a voice-activated time ma-
chine taking me back to when Rosette gathered lo-
cal support for the college. Staring at these walls, I
can almost see him lobbying his boss, Glidden, the
Chronicle’s publisher. Then on to the big money —
Ellwood — Rosette’s neighbor across North 1st
Street. Ellwood quickly realized the business such a
college could bring and got state Senator D.D. Hunt
to advocate for DeKalb in the capital, Springfield.

When visiting Rosette, the men would’ve discussed
the matter in his (such a delicious word I'll use it
one more time) parlor. A fireplace made of brown
marble and black slate dominates this space. My
wife loves the ornate carving with gold paint. It’s
easy to imagine Rosette putting another log in
while Senator Hunt shared news about competing
bids for the college. These days I press a remote to
light this fireplace before my wife and I discuss our
future, including the day we relinquish this home

Opposite page: Fireplace in the Rosette home. Above: Rosette/Klefstad home in DeKalb. | Photos provided by Dan Klefstad

i

to new owners. In recent months, we’ve agreed that
time is inching closer.

Speaker and columnist Barbara Corcoran put it best
when she said, “The most expensive hobby a rich
man could have is a boat, and the second most ex-
pensive hobby he could have is a very old house.”
My wife and I are not rich, although we spent a for-
tune replacing the foundation on one side. Recent-
ly, we tore off several layers of roof to install a new
one. Now, it’s okay for you to think “money pit”
but don’t say it because it’s a sore subject and I
can’t predict my actions. If you keep our encounter
friendly, I won’t spoil the mood by saying my
house outlasted your grandparents, is certain to
outlast us, and may exist longer than your children.
I try to follow those guidelines that say it’s impolite
to discuss mortality with strangers.

continues on next page

DeKalb County History Center
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But an old house gets to say what it wants. It can’t
help reminding us that we humans are passengers
on a ride that rarely lasts more than eight decades.
I've been riding for five and a half. Every morn-
ing, the floor creaks as I walk to the bathroom and
some little ache or stiffness reminds me that Ro-
sette only made it to 59. “Four more years to go,” I
joke, stepping into the shower, determined to ac-
complish something half as important as he did.

I'll never know if our stewardship will keep this
home upright for another 130 years. Perhaps we’ll
be the last private owners of this property. Two
others, the Ellwood House and Glidden Home-
stead, belong to the community, which pays for
the upkeep. Perhaps one day this home will join

More about Clinton Rosette...

He was born October 24, 1850, in Paw Paw Town-
ship on his family farm. Rosette attended Paw
Paw Academy and worked as a faculty member
for two years after graduating. Moving to DeKalb
in late 1875, he worked in DeKalb schools as a
teacher for a little over a year.

On December 25, 1874, he married Alfaretta
“Alpha” C. LaClair, also of Paw Paw. Rosette and
his wife operated a private school for as many as
125 students in DeKalb in the Wagner Block at
2nd and Lincoln Highway in downtown DeKalb.

Rosette began publishing the DeKalb Chronicle on
March 8, 1879, with D. W. Tyrrell. In July 1879,
Joseph Glidden partnered with Rosette and be-
came publisher. Rosette held the position of editor
of the Chronicle for 30 years.

He served on the Illinois State Board of Education
and as President of the Illinois Press Association
during the Chicago World Fair, where he headed
the press building.

them on the National Register of Historic Places.

Meanwhile, I'll just be happy if the next person
inquiring about my address knows of Clinton Ro-
sette. I might invite them over, point to a chair,
and pour them a drink. If their eyes linger on the
fireplace or oak floors, I might dangle the keys in
front of them — just to see what they do.

If their hand reaches out, I might feel a need to
warn them: “Money pi...”

But why ruin the moment, especially if they have
their History goggles on? I'll just give them time
to absorb it all. And when they’ve drunk it all in,
I'll casually mention: “You know, the Rosettes
used to call this room their parlor.”

Rosette is credited for
conceiving the idea to
bring the Northern Illi-
nois State Normal
School (NIU) to DeKalb,
to build a modern town-
ship high school there, |
hosting a popular '
monthly horse sale in
town, building a pub-
lishing house, and help-
ing secure DeKalb’s
Post Office.

Clinton Rosette died at his home in DeKalb on
July 24, 1909, of Bright's Disease. During Rosette’s
1909 funeral, DeKalb businesses were closed in his
honor for the hour of the event. Rosette and his
wife (who died in 1912) are buried in Fairview
Cemetery.

Clinton Rosette Middle School in DeKalb is
named for him.

DeKalb County History Center

summer 2022, vol. 41 no. 2



Cornsilk 5

Postcard advertisement for Haish’s “S” barbed wire

AN AL ' -gi S

ot thro “papa uses the daish Barb Fence, No danger | . use e N e .:h. No mre dog fence for
G;:n%eget S I for p%..yer.-. here. Just look on the other side.” | me. Ihave trained my dog for sporting.
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"HAISE'S 8" BARB FENCE WIRE,

Patented August 31st, 1875,

DE KALB, ILL.

BARE FAST O BOUR WIRED,

To the farmer and etock-raiser. a complete fence is a constant benefit; hence the pleasure afforded theinventor
in offering to the entire country the enamel 8" Barb Fence, which meets all the requirements of a stock fence.
This assertion is made at the instance of many of the best farmers throughout the West, who witness to its perfect
efficiency as a stock-proof fence. from the following facts: Two wires make a good stock-proof fence costing
about 40 cents perrod. Itrequires legs posts, less labor, and is built for less money than any other good wire
fence. Stock never make a second attempt to get through it. (Use Haish’e Wire Tightener, because it stretches
the wire each way, and remains on the fence and can be turned with a wrench or cranl%.) It can be tightened with
any wire gtrainer. The strain is equal upon both wirer, lessening the liability of breaking. It is slightly twisted,
g0 ar not to weaken the wire. The enameling renders it absolutely rust-proof. THE BARBS PASS AROUND
BOTH WIRES AND CANNOT TURN. The spread of the wires between the barbs preserves ite tension. It is
made of the best No. 12 steel wire. Breaking Strain is 100 per cent, over common annealed wire. It weighs 17
ounces to the rod, coiled on spools, weivhing from 70 to 100 pounds, ready for shipment to any part of the globe.
This fence gives the best satisfaction of any Barb Fence ever used.

The last coneideration is the golid comfort the stock-raiser enjoys when relieved from the anxiety of watching
crops, by ueing the *8" Barb Fence. He rests peacefully at night and the heart throbs with sn even beat as he

. quietly turns &F"OVER.

Postcard advertisement (front & back) for Haish’s “S” Barb Fence Wire. He was a DeKalb barbed wire baron. | Courtesy Jessi Haish LaRue

DeKalb County History Center summer 2022, vol. 41 no. 2
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Museum Volunteer Work Leads to Self-Discovery
By Corey Hanson

For almost a year now, I have been volunteering
at the DeKalb County History Center (DCHC) in
Sycamore. Like many college graduates, I finished
school with little to no idea of what career path I
wanted to take. When asked by family and
friends, I always had one or two default answers
on hand to make it seem like I knew what I was
doing. As of May, it has been a full year since I
graduated from Northern Illinois University. The
lesson I have recently figured out is this: the first
step in finding your direction is figuring out what
kind of impact you want your work to have.

Historically, I
have always
been of the
mindset that
things will find a
way to work
themselves out.
Several months
after I graduat-
ed, I began vol-
unteering with
this idea in
mind, hoping
that I would
wind up discovering an aspect of the job that
would pique my professional interest and lead to
some future development. Yet in hindsight, what I
was searching for was a skill, not a purpose. What
I ended up learning is that I have a passion for
public education, an idea that is ingrained in eve-
ry corner of work at the DCHC.

I started out my volunteer work by assisting with
research on the annual House Walk publication,
an historic overview of various architecturally sig-
nificant homes in Sycamore. It was an extensive

task, but the gratification of being able to provide
people across the country with images and infor-
mation about the area gave me a deep feeling of
fulfillment.

As an institution built for serving the public, the
DeKalb County History Center is responsible for
making all of its historic material as accessible as
possible. Every item in its astoundingly large col-
lection is cataloged into an online database called
Past Perfect. From there, the description and other
biographical fields are filled out with as much in-
formation about the item as possible. If it's a pho-
tograph, then the date, location, and people in-
volved are included, as well as information such
as type of clothing, land markings, weather, etc.

For example, we recently needed to locate the ear-
liest photo we could find of women wearing pants
instead of a skirt. We were able to do so, only be-
cause that detail had been included and was able
to come up as a search result. This aspect is where
I, for the past six months, have been devoting my
time.

“my work here 1s as
much about the future as
it 1s about the past”

My role is to take new donations given to us, re-
search them, and catalog them into our database
as definitively and as organized as possible. I am a
writer by nature and am passionate about lan-
guage in all forms. This role allows me to use
technical knowledge and terms to create some-

DeKalb County History Center
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thing useful and tangible.

My work here is as much about the future as it is
about the past. Currently, I am working on a large
family history project consisting of several hun-
dred letters, postcards, and photographs. Sure, the
easy method of processing would be to give
vague mention of the people involved and only
look at the photographs with names on the back.
The educational way is to read each letter, analyze
and compare each face, and make note of every
contextual clue. The more I uncover about the
items in front of me, the more likely it is that they
will be of use to someone several decades from
now.

No, my role as a public educator is not to bring
people in the door and teach them about history.

I have always been preferential to behind-the-
scenes work. My role is to plant seeds for a tree I
will likely never see. Will I be working in museum

See your
story here!

Opposite page: DCHC volunteer Corey Hanson. Above: Family
identification project | Photos courtesy of Corey Hanson

archives fifteen years from now? Maybe, maybe
not. Although I do know that whatever I find my-
self doing, it all started with an exciting self-
discovery right here in Sycamore.

We are seeking contributors for
Cornsilk magazine

Send your stories, photos, and interesting
local history tidbits to jhaish09@gmail.com

DeKalb County History Center
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Carriage Houses: Hidden Treasures in Hinckley
By Sue Breese

Tucked behind the houses in the village of Hinck-
ley is an undiscovered treasure, a hidden look into
the past life of the village. Carriage houses stand
behind approximately 24 houses in Hinckley, hid-
den in plain sight. While today these buildings are
few and far in between, you'll find many of these
time capsules in Hinckley.

A carriage house, also called a coach house or car-
riage barn, is a building that is separate from the
main house. It was built to house the horse car-
riages and store their tack (including saddles and
harnesses) in the early days. They were construct-
ed with large doors and high ceilings designed to
get the horses, carriages and sleighs in and out of
the buildings. Some carriage houses were also de-
signed with stalls to house the horses, but in most
cases there were separate barns or stables for
them.

Some larger estates also had living quarters for
the staff in the upper floors. It was not uncommon
for the carriage house to match the design of the
main house on the property.

“the labor of love to
restore these structures
1S very apparent”

Construction of the carriage house usually had
one tall center archway large enough to accommo-
date a horse and carriage. The ground floor usual-
ly had high ceilings, around 20 feet, with lower
ceilings on the second floor, which usually served
as the hay mow. In the 1700s, a carriage house
was a status symbol for the upper-class and

wealthy families in Great Britain. They came into
fashion in the 1800s in the United States.

In modern times the carriage house has become

the large garage behind the house. Many are con-
verted into guest houses or apartments. They are
a great place for an upscale home office or studio.

This year the DeKalb County Barn Tour will fea-
ture two of these carriage houses. One of the car-
riage houses still has the original horse stalls with
hay chutes. The upstairs is an open rafter, wood
construction and it still has much of the original
Knob and Tube electrical. (K&T, as it is also
called, is an early standardized method of electri-
cal wiring used from the 1880s to the 1940s. If you
see wires running through a porcelain cylinder,
this is the Knob and Tube method.)

The ground floor is uncovered wall studs and
rafters, so the balloon construction is very evident.

DeKalb County History Center
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Opposite page: The carriage house at 320 Maple Street in Hinckley has been restored using wood from other dismantled properties.
Above: From the 1871 plat map of Squaw Grove Township is the residence of James French in section 37 showing the detached carriage
house where the horses were housed. | Images provided by Sue Breese

There is a cement floor on three quarters of the
ground floor but one quarter is still the original
wood floor. Both carriage houses are within the
same block in Hinckley, making the visit very
convenient on the day of the barn tour.

The labor of love to restore these structures is very
apparent. This gives us a glimpse of a time long
gone in the village of Hinckley.

Join us on Saturday, August 13 for a day in the
country, exploring the wonderful treasures
DeKalb County has to offer. For more information
and to pre-order tickets go to
www.dekalbcountybarntour.com

DeKalb County Barn Tour 2022
Saturday, August 13, 9 AM to 4 PM

This is a one-day driving tour of barn sites within
DeKalb County hosted by the DeKalb Area Agricul-
tural Heritage Association, Inc. and the JF Glidden
Homestead & Historical Center. Participants will re-
ceive a map and guide book containing hand-drawn
sketches of each barn as well as the barn's history,
style and use. Participants drive to each location in
any order for a tour of the barn(s). Purchase your
event ticket at any of the different barn locations or in
advance online. Be aware that this is an outdoor activ-
ity that involves walking on uneven ground.

Admission is $40 per vehicle (buses extra).

DeKalb County History Center
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Boxing Champion’s Story Part of Sycamore’s Unique History
Reprinted from Nostalgia and Glee by C.R. “Luke” McLagan, published in 1960

Sycamore’s sports world has been emblazoned
with headlines telling of stars of many track and
field events down through the years, but brightly
shining far above them all is the name “Cyclone”
Johnny Thompson, one time middleweight prize
fight champion of the world. That the Thompson
career is still remembered all over the nation was
brought sharply to the attention of a Sycamore
visitor to St. Petersburg, Florida in February 1959.

The Sycamore man was climbing the steps of St.
Mary’s Church that evening when a man built just
about like Thompson stepped up and wanted to
sell some tickets for a March event. The tourist
declined by saying, “Sorry, but I'll be back in the
middle of all the ice and snow in Sycamore, Illi-
nois by then.”

The St. Petersburg man was brought up rather
abruptly by the statement. He cocked his head to
one side, put his finger to his temple in thought
and mused, “Sycamore, Sycamore - let’s see. Oh
yeah! ‘Cyclone’ Johnny Thompson.”

Although the “Cyclone” had hung up his gloves
in retirement probably 40 years before, here was a
man who remembered Sycamore because of the
saga of that great fighter.

John Thompson was born on a farm in Ogle
County on June 20, 1875. He absorbed some
grammar school education but remained close to
the farm. However, he took quite an interest in
sports as soon as he was old enough to know
what they were all about. Elsewhere in Nostalgia
and Glee, the reader will find a story concerning
Strangler’s gym, where the Sycamore city build-
ing is now located. It was there that Johnny began
his career —but, as a wrestler.

Finally he fought a few matches just for fun in the
gym. Chicago fight promoters noted his build and
his interest in sports and persuaded him to try his
skill in the fight game. He was urged to go to Chi-
cago and was eventually matched with a fighter
by the name of Benny Yanger. In this first fight,
held in the Board of Trade Building gym, he
knocked Yanger down four times in three rounds.

That did it. He was matched with another fighter
whose name has been lost in history. This time
there was a $250 side bet. Johnny brushed that
opponent aside with a knockout in eight seconds
of the first round.

The Chicago sports writers began taking note of
the Sycamore farm boy a few short months later
when he had by that time engaged in 60 fights

DeKalb County History Center
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and had won 59 of them. The 60th one was a
draw. In his first 36 fights he had won 29 by
knockouts.

By 1906 the Sycamore battler had earned his per-
manent title of “Cyclone” and was winning
worldwide recognition.

Thompson’s career reached its peak in Sydney,
Australia in 1911. On February 11 he tangled with
Billy Papke and took over the middleweight
championship of the world.

The worst beating he ever took was as a result of a
frightened team of horses running away near his
farm northwest of town. Johnny was dragged
some distance and though he finally recovered, he
was never quite the same again.

In later years he told a Chicago sports writer that
he had fought 204 fights in sixteen years in the
ring, had never been knocked out, and was
knocked down only once in that long trail of
battle. His is one of the most remarkable records
in the annals of prize ring lore.

The Sycamore battler gained the nickname
“Cyclone” not only because of his aggressive abil-
ity and will to carry the fight to his opponent, but
also because he could take a lot of punishment
and still continue for 20 rounds, most often to
win. His long string of victories are as much due
to his skilled tactics in the ring as anything else.

An Australian writer in describing one of Thomp-
son’s fights that led up to the great championship
bout, wrote as follows: “Thompson almost stood
still in all the first round, but in the second he let
go — and WOW!”

For lack of competition the middleweight champi-
onship was allowed to die out in 1912. Thus,

CYCLONE JOIHNNY THOMPSON,
A Welkknown  Middlewelght  Doxer who

Lias  Aspirations tor the Title,

Thompson retired undefeated as champion. He
outlived the crown.

The final referee, death, counted him out on May
28, 1951. The injuries sustained in the runaway
mentioned earlier, plus age, caused complications
during the last of his life.

He was one of those rare prize ring leaders who
lived under his own good code; one reason he re-
mained in the ring so long was his clean living.

DeKalb County History Center

summer 2022, vol. 41 no. 2



Cornsilk

12

Pioneer Profile: William A. Miller
Reprinted from Past and Present of DeKalb County

William A. Miller, deceased, was for many years
an honored resident of De Kalb County and was
prominently identified with its early development
along agricultural lines. A native of New York ...
He was married to Miss Patience Allen and they
became the parents of two children: Harriet A.,
now Mrs. Isaac L. Ellwood, and William Miller,
both of DeKalb.

Soon after his marriage Mr. Miller came to Illinois
and took up his residence on a farm in Kingston
Township, De Kalb County, where he followed
agricultural pursuits for many years. He was one
of the leaders of the pioneer band who by their
toil, struggles and sacrifice transformed the virgin
prairie and woodland into fruitful farms and gar-
dens and caused “the waste places to rejoice and
bloom as the rose.”

For more than half a century he was identified
with the material, social and political life of
DeKalb County. Coming to this state a young man
with a young wife, he built for himself a log cabin
on the banks of the Kishwaukee when a few Indi-
ans still lingered in this locality and almost every
day some wandering Indian, hunter or land-
seeker was the recipient of his generous hospitali-
ty. As the years rolled away his practical energy
and industry built up and developed one of the
largest and most productive farms in the county.

See the Miller-Ellwood Cabin:

31966 Pleasant Hill Road, one-quarter mile south
of Route 72 on the east side of Pleasant Hill Road
between Genoa and Kingston. It can also be ac-
cessed by the westbound trail in Russell Woods,
Genoa.

The cabin was built in 1835 by William A. Miller
on the west bank of the Kishwaukee River, south
of Russell Woods Forest Preserve. Miller sold it in
1873 to his son-in-law Isaac Ellwood. The cabin
was moved from its original location near the
Kishwaukee River to Pleasant Hill Road.

DeKalb County History Center
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Historic North Grove School to Host Summer Open House
By Jane Dargatz

Historic North Grove School, 26745 Brickville

Road in Sycamore, welcomes everyone to its Sum-

mer Open House, June 25-June 26, 11 a.m.-4p.m.
Come experience “the way life used to be” with
our two-day open house. Join us for old-time
games, schooling, and chores to try; a bake sale,
demonstrations; raffles; and more! Our historic
schoolhouse will be open for guided tours, along
with activities for the young and young at heart!

Typical activities include traditional Maypole
dance, FFA petting zoo, alpacas, hot dogs, ice
cream social, Black Cows (root beer floats) and
prizes to win! No admission fees will be charged,
but donations are always welcome to help us con-
tinue to bring our rich history, stories and events
to the community! If you would like to donate
baked goods, a raffle item, or have a hidden “old
time” talent, feel free to reach out to Jennifer Par-
sons at kjparsons1987@gmail.com.

We recently received a letter from a former stu-
dent of our school. She shared fond memories:

“I attended North Grove. I was the only one in
third grade at the time. I have two comments
about going to school there. I remember
someone’s mother would bring a hot meal for
lunch. We had to bring our bowls from home. I
can’t remember how often we had the hot lunch.
What I do remember is how often I carried my
meal home without eating it. Back then I was
skinny and very finicky! I would always eat what
my mother sent and what Alice and Robert’s
grandma made. You cannot beat a meal by
Swede!

My next comment has to do with the water pump
out front. Whenever I see one, I think about this.

[}

Quilting activity at a previous North Grove School Association
event | Photo courtesy of Jennifer Parsons

How many of you had only well water with a
pump for indoor usage? My grandparents always
had indoor plumbing, but I can remember visiting
many farms. When you wanted water, you took a
bucket to the pump, filled it, brought it in, and set
in on the counter with a dipper in it. Anyone
wanting a drink would fill the dipper, drink, and
put the dipper back in the bucket. When the
bucket emptied, it was refilled, same dipper put in
and bucket was ready once again. I don’t remem-
ber any of us getting flu, colds, ‘galloping asthma,’
or any ailments. Can you imagine that in 2022?”

- Joyce and Alice Listy, Sycamore
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Glidden Homestead opens for the season
June 12, 12-4 PM

Glidden Homestead, DeKalb

Glidden Homestead & Historical Center opens for
the season June 12. The homestead will be open
for tours every Sunday June through November,
with a special event in December. Programs will
be held on the second Sunday of each month. Visit
GliddenHomestead.org to learn more.

KVHS Sunday Open House

June 12, July 10, August 14, 2-4 PM

KVHS Museum, 622 Park Ave., Genoa

The Kiswaukee Valley Heritage Society & Muse-
um in Genoa will host open houses on the above
dates. Visit https://sites.google.com/site/
kvhsgenoail/home to learn more.

North Grove School Open House

June 25 & 26, 11 AM—4 PM

Historic North Grove School, Sycamore

Go back in time during the North Grove School’s
open house. Activities include old-time games,
chores, bake sale, raffle, food, a traditional May-
pole dance and more. Visit NorthGroveSchool.org
to learn more.

Story of World War II Drone in DeKalb
July 7, 12 PM

DeKalb County History Center, Sycamore

Once kept top-secret, discover the history of
World War II drones - and the people who operat-
ed them. Presented by researcher and restoration
specialist Roger Keys.

UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS
from area museums and archives

featuring

Dinner with Kirkland Notables

July 16, 4 PM

Kirkland

Join Kirkland Notables for happy hour, dinner
and auction. Happy hour sponsored by Red Brick
Inn, dinner sponsored by Resource Bank.

New Findings, Restoration Planning
August 4, 12 PM

Ellwood House, DeKalb

Executive Director Brian Reis will share behind-
the-scenes discoveries made during the museum's
multi-year restoration project, and discuss plans
for the future of the 1879 Ellwood mansion.

DeKalb County Barn Tour

August 13

Hinckley area

The DeKalb County Barn Tour, hosted by Glidden
Homestead and the DeKalb Area Agricultural
Heritage Association, will feature barns in the
Hinckley area. Visit DeKalbCountyBarnTour.com
to buy tickets.

Hinckley museum open Saturdays
Saturdays 10-12 PM or by appointment

145 E. Lincoln Ave., Hinckley

The museum is open on Saturdays from 10 AM to
12 PM or by appointment. Research your family
and community history, and explore the muse-
um’s collection, including articles, stories and
photos about Hinckley’s heritage.

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com
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“On the Range”

Poem by O.J. Gabel, DeKalb Post No. 66
Printed in “Buddies: Poems of the World War”

“Tis a grand and glorious place—
On the Range.

There you never wash your face

On the Range.

Long before the break of day

First call sounds, then mess, and say,
Half awake, you're on your way

To the Range.

What a joy that breakfast is!

On the Range.

There’s no time to stop and quiz
On the Range.

With blind faith you take your bit,
You can’t see what’s in your kit,
But you wade right into it,

On the Range.

At the fire trench you pause,
On the Range.

Have to wait for light, because
On the Range

You must be right on the spot,
Utilize what light you've got,
And the first ray brings a shot,
On the Range.

When you're detailed in the pit,

On the Range.

“Remark four,” “Where’d seven hit?”
On the Range.

“There’s a bull,” “Six low again,”

“Flag that Mutt, he missed all ten.”

“Pull the targets,” “All out, Men”

On the Range.

Learned how to “heave” a hand grenade
On the Range.

Snapped the sulphur un-
afraid

On the Range.

If you snap too soon, you're
done.

Baseball throwers cause
much fun.

Hesitate, and Heaven is won
On the Range.

Browning Automatics fire

On the Range.

Chauchats help to swell the
choir

On the Range.

Vickers’ roaring Machine Gun
Teaches how to mow the Hun.
Special courses in each one
On the Range.

Had to watch your step, you bet,
On the Range.

But the “Flu” you’d never get
On the Range.

Not a mask was laid aside,
Consequently no one died.

(Oh, the whiskers they did hide!)
On the Range.

Now our days out there are done,
On the Range.

There was lots of work and fun
On the Range.

But we're all glad to return.

For our showers we did yearn,
Camp is best we came to learn.
On the Range.

Pictured above: Otto J. Gabel, from Shabbona, Ill. (Image from the 1919 DeKalb County “Honor Roll” book)
Second Lieutenant, 11th Co., 3d Bn., 157th Dep. Brig; born Mar. 9, 1891; entered service May 30, 1918, at Sycamore,
[11., transferred to Ft. Thomas, to Camp Gordon, to Camp Sheridan, to Camp Gordon, to Camp McClellan; mustered out

Dec. 7, 1918.
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DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,
Archive & Cultural Center Resources

DeKalb
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage
Association
www.daaha.org
E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com
815-756-8737

DeKalb Area Women'’s Center
http://dekalbareawomens
center.weebly.com/

E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
815-758-1351

Egyptian Theater
www.egyptiantheatre.org
E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org
815-758-1215

Ellwood House Museum
www.ellwoodhouse.org
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org
815-756-4609

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center
www.gliddenhomestead.org
Email:
info@gliddenhomestead.org
815-756-7904

Gurler House & Heritage Assn.
http://gurlerhouse.org
815-758-4897

At NIU
Anthropology Museum

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum
815-753-0230/815-753-0246

Art Museum
www.niu.edu/artmuseum
815-753-1936

Blackwell History of Education

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu
815-753-1236/815-753-1241

Regional History Center
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/
content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779

Genoa

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage

Society & Museum
www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_
Homepage.htm
E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net
815-784-5559

Hinckley

Hinckley Historical Society
www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com

E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety
@gmail.com
815-739-4721 (Julie)

Kirkland

Kirkland Historical Society
http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com
815-522-6260

Leland

Leland Historical Society
Leland Area History Center
www.lelandhistory.org

Email: info@lelandhistory.org
815-495-4457

Malta

Malta Historical & Genealogical

Society & Museum
http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm
815-384-3481

Sandwich

City Hall and Opera House
www.sandwichoperahouse.org
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk.
com
815-786-2555

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich
Historical Society
815-786-2513

Shabbona

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum
https://slrmuseum.com/
E-mail: sirmuseum@gmail.com
Phone: 815-824-2597

Somonauk
Olmstead Memorial Museum
http://themonumentalarchives.
com/Olmstead_Museum.php
815-498-2417/815-228-1474

Sycamore
Family History Center at LDS
Church

815-895-0702

Joiner History Room
www.joinerhistoryroom.org
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom
@dekalbcounty.org
815-895-7271

North Grove School & North Grove

School Assn.
www.northgroveschool.org
E-mail: info@northgroveschool.
org

DeKalb County History Center
www.dekalbcountyhistory.org
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org
815-895-5762

Waterman

Waterman Area Heritage Society &

Museum
www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
WatermanSoc.htm
815-756-4030/815-264-7717


mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/
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DeKalb Elks Flag Day Celebration, June 15, 1976. The band shell was painted for the Bicentennial.



