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From the Editor's Desk...

Another year is coming to a close, and I am incredi-
bly grateful to have spent this year at the helm of
Cornsilk magazine for the very first time. I have so
enjoyed learning more about DeKalb County’s his-
tory from this unique angle. Thank you for this
opportunity.

I am grateful to the DeKalb County History Center
for accepting Cornsilk as one of its many great ser-
vices earlier this year, so that these stories can con-
tinue to be shared. Thank you to Rob Glover and
the Joiner History Room volunteers for their assis-
tance with research, and thank you to Marcia Wil-
son for graciously and carefully proofreading each
issue.

As always, I am looking forward to excitement and
improvement in the new year. If you have any sug-
gestions or stories to share, please email
jhaish09@gmail.com or contact the DeKalb County
History Center.

Wishing you and yours a joyous holiday season and
a wonderful new year. See you in 2023!

- Jessi Haish LaRue

ON THE COVER: “Christmas decorating on West
Lincoln Highway in DeKalb, circa 1941.”

Cornsilk is published by the DeKalb County History Center in the months of March, June, September, and Decem-
ber. The deadline for submission of information is the 15th of the month prior to publication. Send submissions to:
Jessi LaRue, Cornsilk, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore, lllinois 60178; or jhaish09@gmail.com

All photos are courtesy of DeKalb County History Center Archives unless otherwise stated.
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Restoration of Sycamore’s ElImwood Cemetery Fence Underway

The ElImwood Cemetery Company Board has em-
barked on the complete restoration of the historic
iron fence bordering the original cemetery on its
North and East.

The Elmwood Cemetery Company is an Illinois
Not for Profit Corporation formed by an act of the
Illinois Legislature in 1865. It was created by a
group of prominent citizens so that the communi-
ty would have a cemetery more fitting for those
who fought in the Civil War.

In 1897 the Cemetery Board spent $2,000 to install
the uniquely crafted wrought iron gates and
fence. Because of their unique style and crafts-
manship, the gates were entered into the National
Register of Historic Places in 1978. With the finan-
cial contributions of many interested parties, the
beautiful gates were completely restored in 2001.

The Cemetery Board now wishes to restore the
125-year-old iron fence so that the gates and the
fence will reflect the historic significance of the
Cemetery, located on South Cross Street in Syca-
mores.

The cost is substantial. The “Elmwood Cemetery
Historic Restoration Fund” has been established
at the DeKalb County Community Foundation so
those who are interested in participating in the
restoration can contribute. A $25,000 matching
pledge has been received and contributions up to
that amount will be doubled. Should the cost of
the fence restoration be received the fund will re-
main for future restoration needs at Elmwood.

For more information contact John Boies at
jhboies@gmail.com.
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The Storied History of the Frederick S. Crane House, Part Two
Story and photos provided by Steve Bigolin

...Continued from the fall edition of Cornsilk

The exterior arrangement of the Crane House re-
minds some of the configuration of a Maltese
cross, where the four equal arms expand in width
outward. Also open to question is whether the
structure was architect designed, designed and
built by a highly competent general contractor, or
based on a plan appearing in an architectural
pattern book with adaptations suggested by
Crane himself.

Clint Cargile, author of the book The Five-Mile
Spur Line, dealing with Sycamore’s railroad histo-
ry, named four potential architects who might
have been responsible for the historic Sycamore-
Cortland train depot of 1880, at 475 DeKalb Ave-
nue, Sycamore. Three were based in Chicago:
Gurdon P. Randall, George O. Garnsey, and John
W. Ackermann. The other was James Shannon of
Sycamore and later Batavia. One of these four
could also have designed the Crane house. They
all had DeKalb or Sycamore buildings to their
credit during the late 1800s. My choice from this
group would be Ackermann, well-known for his
Italianate architecture, and for a fondness of deco-
rative trim around windows and doors. He did
the George Wild house at 450 Somonauk Street in
Sycamore, as well as Ward’s Hotel on the south-
east corner of West State and California Street,s
Sycamore. The incised lintels with center key-
stones over the Crane House windows bespeaks
of Ackermann’s work to me.

Like the Crane, the Wild House displays one po-
lygonal and one more squarish bay on its south
facade. Both of these and the rest of the structure
are frame construction. Ward’s Hotel, meanwhile,
was originally a three-story brick and stone build-
ing, with distinctive stone lintels over the win-

dows, a striking entry portico, and elaborate cor-
nice detail. A fire in the one-time Ward’s Opera
House next door destroyed the second floor of
that 1885 building. The second and third floors of
the hotel suffered so much smoke and water dam-

age as a result of the fire that they had to be re-
moved. The ground level facade was altered with
a 1940s front with two entrances. Only the South
California Street facade is original from 1875, and
it retains the historic cornerstone with Acker-
mann’s name on it.

While the Crane House was designed in the tradi-
tion of the long rectangular residences of its style
that abound in Sycamore, its interior floor plan
appears to be quite different from every indica-
tion. The diminutive front door it is said again to
be where it is for the sake of looks, rather than for
function. Just inside of the door opening from the
former northeast porch is the walled-in staircase
to second floor, there being no formal stairway of
any kind.

Access to the interior of the Crane House to better
document what it is like has never been obtained.
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According to persons familiar with the interior,
the first floor contains many small rooms with 10-
foot-high ceilings, wide-board flooring, lots of
woodwork and crown molding, otherwise rather
plain and ordinary. A former noteworthy feature
removed in the late 1940s was a gray marble fire-
place. Elmer Boynton, Jr., and wife Lillian liked it
so much they took it with them to 307 North Main
Street in Sycamore, where it has remained ever
since.

Also mentioned by people was something they
called the “big center room,” its function un-
known. Was this an extra large parlor, the dining
room, a music room, or just what? It almost
sounds like this might have been the focal point
for indoor entertaining. One of the Crane daugh-
ters is known to have gotten married in the house,
and Mrs. Mary Crane’s funeral took place there in
1887, which was well attended.

The second floor was only used for storage when
Elmer Larson Sand & Gravel had the house as
their offices, otherwise being closed off from

downstairs. One person recalled that it contained
two or three small bedrooms, as well as a single
large bedroom. This most likely was the master
bedroom, but then did the five Crane children
share the others? And what about the servants?
Both the 1870 and 1880 U.S. censuses said there
was at least one housekeeper. The second floor is
where the stairs to the attic were located. The attic
was an additional storage space, and at one time
an old set of sliding doors were found there.

The basement, it has been said, could be accessed
from both inside and outside the house. Larsons
only partially used it, the portion they did con-
taining the employee break room. The remainder
held the original coal bin and other things.

So many unanswered questions remain dealing
with what the interior of the Crane House is like;
however, under present ownership access has not
been gained. Compared to the deteriorated exteri-
or, what is the general condition of the interior?
What is the room arrangement like on first and
second floors in particular, and how many rooms

DeKalb County History Center
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are there? How many bathrooms does it contain?
What is the source of heat? Since it is known to
have had the one gray marble fireplace, was that
the only fireplace? Are there any noteworthy dec-
orative features from olden times that survive?
Those persons we have spoken with have not
been able to answer these questions and other
questions we had.

Something concerning the former Elmer Larson
Quarry, which may not be so well-known to many
people, is its place in the geological history of Illi-
nois. The quarry area abounds with small fossils
dating back to as much as 500 million years ago.

A report published July 28, 2007, for Burpee Mu-
seum of Natural History in Rockford by Steven
D.J. Baumann indicated that the bedrock deposits
in eastern DeKalb County had not been re-
searched nearly enough to fully understand their
geological importance. The Larson Quarry was
not just a good source of sand and gravel though,
but also rich with deposits of Road Stone, Barn-
stone, Epsom salts, natural cement, glass, magne-
sium, railroad ballast, and raw dolomite. These
and other materials came to be deposited here
during the Pleistocene Epoch - the Ice Age - 14,000
years ago.

Larsons regularly welcomed school groups from
Sycamore to visit what was called the “Sears Pit.”
Students were given small fossils of little value as
keepsakes. Fossils of special significance were do-
nated to Rockford’s Burpee Museum.

According to the article “Digging Up the Past,”
appearing in the January 30, 1994, issue of the Chi-
cago Tribune written by Laura E. Hill, Tom Ce-
sario, a fossil hunter from Sugar Grove, Illinois,
was often allowed to visit the Larson Quarry with
other interested persons to explore for such fossils
as Brachiopods, Trilobites and Crinoids. These
were all prehistoric life forms from 250 million
years ago and more, which were mollusk-like in

size. Back in their day, Illinois was completely
covered by a deep-water sea. The quarry area they
are found in is rich with such remains. Even quar-
ry owner Leon Larson himself had amassed a fos-
sil collection of his own over the years.

A short addendum is on order here as I bring this
account to an end. It has come to my attention re-
cently that at one time the Crane House served
either completely or in part as apartments. It was
then that the two-story outside stairway at the
back of the structure was constructed for addi-
tional access to and from it. On Saturday July 10,
2022, two friends and I found the long forgotten
grave of Frederick and Mary Crane in Cortland
Township’s Ohio Grove Cemetery. Driving by the
old Larson Quarry on Barber Green Road, we saw
it every bit as abandoned and forlorn looking as
the house itself. What will be the eventual fate of
either is yet to be determined.

While I am the principal author of this article, the
research it includes was not all mine alone. Credit
is shared with Joseph R. Ornig, member of the
Board of Directors of the Chicago Chapter of the
Society of Architectural Historians; Jayne Higgins
and Teresa Jacobsen of the DeKalb County Histo-
ry Center; Rob Glover, director of the Joiner His-
tory Room; Ken Andersen of South Carolina, who
had done restoration and renovation work on the
Crane House for Elmer Larson, LLC; Inez Ke-
neway, keeper of the records of Ohio Grove Cem-
etery; John Larson of Florida and of the Elmer
Larson, LLC family; and last but certainly not
least, Cheryl (Cookie) Aldis, Cortland Town
Clerk.

Anyone reading this who may have other infor-
mation regarding the Frederick S. Crane House is
more than welcome to contact me at 779-777-0751.
There is still a need to better document its story,
as well as that of the Larson Quarry.

DeKalb County History Center

winter 2022, vol. 41 no. 4



Cornsilk

Plano Historical Society Opens Museum
Story and photos provided by Jeanne Valentine, Plano Historical Society

Perhaps you're aware that Plano is the “Birthplace
of the Harvester.” Not as widely known is that it
was DeKalb County residents Charles and Wil-
liam Marsh who invented the harvester, a labor
saving improvement on the reaper, with the assis-
tance of Plano mechanic John Hollister. The
Marsh Harvester and its successors were manu-
factured in Plano for sixty years.

Plano’s history is now on display, as Plano Histor-
ical Society recently opened a museum at 4 S.
West Street in downtown Plano. The museum has
plans to be open most Saturdays from 11:00 to
4:00. Plano wall calendars will be available for
purchase, along with two books about Plano’s his-
tory.

Historical society members have been preparing
displays of photos and items highlighting Plano’s
history. The town’s 1954 centennial celebration, its
manufacturing history, and local sites are fea-
tured, along with 1950s cheerleader uniforms and
more. Visitors will be able to view a case of
“mystery photos” the historical society has not
been able to identify, and perhaps contribute in-
formation about them.

Rotating temporary displays showcasing local
events and sites will draw visitors throughout the
year. Local history research assistance is available
upon request.

Donations and contributions to the museum’s col-
lections are appreciated. Inquiries and research
questions may be directed to Plano Historical So-
ciety at www.facebook.com/Planos.Past.Illinois

DeKalb County History Center
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Cortland’s Forgotten Duck Farm
Reprinted from Town of Cortland, 150 Years of History: 1865-2015
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Duck farm east of Cortland, 1920. Currently a mobile home park on Route 38.

Brown’s Duck Farm: 1915-1957
As printed in the True Republican, 1930:

The business started in Pierce Township in 1915. It
had annual sales of $750,000 and raised about
50,000 ducklings annually. In 1915 Roy E. Brown
operated Pierce Creamery a few miles south of
Cortland where he started buying poultry from
neighboring farmers during his spare time. Brown
& Frey relocated in Cortland and increased the
annual wholesale capacity to 1,000,000 pounds of
live and dressed poultry, 100 cars [meaning train
carloads] of eggs and 50,000 ducklings. The prod-
ucts are marketed under the trademark of Golden
Sunset.

Roy E. Brown began operations in Cortland in
1919. He purchased a plant and operated on a
large scale. Eggs were handled by Mr. Brown and
after he established several branches in nearby
towns, a line of poultry feeds were added.

Several years later Brown started a duck farm in

connection with the Cortland plant which proved
so successful that the capacity has been increased
until 50,000 ducklings were raised and marketed
each year. An expansion program called for in-
creasing facilities so that 100,000 ducks could be
handled annually. The ducks are a special breed
of White Pekins and on the ration feed were ready
for market in ten weeks, at an average of five
pounds.

Roy Brown bought the creamery sitting on So-
monauk Road. He tore down the building to con-
struct a multi-floor duck egg hatchery. In 1916
Brown employed about 35 people, shipped five
tons of poultry each day from Cortland. The new-
er building had two large doors where a truck and
a touring car pulled in with live animals collected
from the county.

In that single building, ducks were slaughtered
and prepared for shipment by placing the carcass-
es in a large tank surrounded by windows,
through which the Cortland kids liked to peek.

DeKalb County History Center
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Brown’s duck business used much of the down-
town area until it moved the operations to a 20-
acre farm off Rt. 38, just west of the cemetery.

A 1998 Daily Chronicle article reported that the
Brown family created a small mobile home park
on their land in 1951. Later, a nephew of Roy
Brown’s expanded the mobile home park to be a
100-unit trailer park in the early 1970s.

DUCK FARM FACTS:

¢ The duck farm property was on 10-11 acres.
The duck pens were 6'x6'x6” deep.

¢ 16,000 ducks were processed every day at the
farm, sold to Hillman (Grocery) Stores in Chi-

cago, which were Jewish stores in 1930s-1960s.
The ducks were shipped frozen to Chicago,
via railroad or truck and on the return trip the
train came back with ducklings.

Otis Atkins was the watchman who worked at
the duck farm. He was to shoot minks from
the swamp because they would stick their
heads through the fence to try to attack the
ducks. The mink’s noses would get stuck in
the fence as they tried to suck the blood out of
the ducks. (Story by John “Barry” Weeks)

In the 1960s, Sam Mable of Sycamore pur-
chased the duck farm and sold off the remains,
such as junked pipes, cages, and other hard-
ware items.

FROM THE ARCHIVES: Rain “barbs” show

s

)

From August 12, 1977 edition of the DeKalb Daily Chronicle
Howard Nelson of DeKalb protects himself from the rain Thursday as he stands in front of his wagon of
barbed wire. Nelson’s collection is one of the exhibits at the Northern Illinois Steam Power Club Show
which runs through Sunday on the Taylor Marshall farm, Plank Road, north of Sycamore.

DeKalb County History Center
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A DeKalb County Christmas...

Above: Turner Brass Works Christmas Party, circa 1930s.
Below: Santa in downtown DeKalb for Christmas celebration events, 1996.

DeKalb County History Center winter 2022, vol. 41 no. 4
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A Genealogist’s Christmas Eve
Author Unknown

“Twas the night before Christmas when all through
the house
Not a creature was stirring not even my spouse.
The dining room table with clutter was spread
With pedigree charts and letters which said...

“Too bad about the data for which you wrote
Sank in a storm on an ill-fated boat.”
Stacks of old copies of wills and the such
Were proof that my work had become too much.

Our children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.
And I at my table was ready to drop
From work on my album with photos to crop.

Christmas was here, and of such was my lost
That presents and goodies and toys I'd forgot.
Had I not been so busy with grandparents” wills,
I'd not have forgotten to shop for such thrills.

While others had bought gifts that would bring
Christmas cheer,
I'd spent my time researching those birth dates and
years.
While I was thus musing about my sad plight,
A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great
fright.

Away to the window I flew in a flash,
Tore open the drapes and I yanked up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear,
But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer.

Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew,
With a sleigh full of toys and ol” Santa Claus, too.
And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs.

The TV antenna was no match for their horns.
And look at our roof with hoof-prints adorned.

As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash,
Down the cold chimney fell Santa — cr-rash!

“Dear” Santa had some for the roof in a wreck,
And tracked soot on the carpet
(I could wring his short neck!)

I'had no Christmas spirit you’d have to agree.

He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work
And filled all the stockings (I felt like a jerk.)
Here was Santa, who’d brought us such gladness
and joy,

When I'd been too busy for even one toy.

He spied my research on the table all spread
“A genealogist!” He cried! (My face was all red.)
“Tonight I've met many like you,” Santa grinned,

As he pulled from his sack a large book he had
penned.

I gazed with amazement, the cover it read,
“Genealogy lines for which you have plead.”
“I know what it’s like as a genealogy bug,”
He said as he gave me a great Santa hug.

“While the elves make the sleigh full of toys I now
carry,
I do some research in the North Pole library,
A special treat I am thus able to bring,
To genealogy folks who can’t find a thing.”

“Now off you go to your bed for a rest,
I'll clean up the house from this genealogy mess.”
As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee,
I'looked back at Santa who’d brought much to me.

While settling in bed, I heard Santa whistle
To his team, which then rose like the down of a thistle.
And I'heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight,
“Family history is fun! Merry Christmas! Good
night!”

DeKalb County History Center
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My Best Time of the Year at North Grove School

By Warren Pearson, submitted by the North Grove School Association

At the first sign of a crystal white flake in the late
fall, it meant winter. We looked forward to win-
ter, although it was cold with deep snow some-
times.

At school, we had a good time playing in the
snow. We played fox and geese, made snow forts
and snowmen. We got to school as early as possi-
ble, so we could play with the other school kids.
School started at nine o’clock with the ringing of
the school bell.

We went inside the school or front hall where we
put our lunches, boots, coats, mittens, and hats.
We then went through the next door to our desks.
The smaller kids sat by the window. The older
ones sat opposite of them. The Pledge of Alle-
giance to the Flag was said after which we started
doing our assignments. We had Penmanship,
Arithmetic, and Spelling in the morning. In the
afternoon, we had Reading, Geography, and His-
tory. Friday afternoon at the last hour, we had
Art.

Being the Christmas season, we had a large poster
on the north wall that we worked on. It was a
Christmas scene. It took about four weeks to fin-
ish. We also had to learn our “pieces” to say and
songs to sing. We practiced quite a bit on these,
because all of the families in the school district
would come that night to hear us. We also had to
make ornaments for the Christmas tree.

The big night had finally come. It was usually
cold and brisk. We brought a lot of extra chairs for
the people. The schoolhouse was packed. All the
boys and girls had to sit in the back room and in
back of the stove. There was a curtain a fourth of
the way down. We were all getting pretty warm

with the
stove and all
those peo-
ple. One by
one, we said
our “pieces”
and sang a
song every
onceina
while. We
were so
nervous; we 7
didn’t dare
make a mis-
take. The
curtain was pulled between each act. The Christ-
mas tree opposite us looked so beautiful. We did a
lot of work on it. Toward the end, we sang “Jingle
Bells.” That was a sign for a loud knock at the
front of the school; we then heard bells. All of us
smiled and knew that Santa had arrived.

He walked up the center aisle to where we were.
He had a large sack on his back. He asked us our
names and gave us a present. After he passed out
all the gifts, he would leave, and we would open
our gifts. After that, there were refreshments that
were passed out. We went back to our folks, and
all the people were laughing and having a good
time visiting. It was a night none of us ever forgot
when we celebrated Christmas at North Grove
School.

Taken from

School Days and Country Ways
Memoirs About North Grove School
Community Education and Services
Kishwaukee College, Malta, IL

DeKalb County History Center
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THE BLOCKADE AT SYCAMORE DURING GREAT SNOW
STORM OF 1881.
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Historian Stephen Bigolin named Hometown Hero
Story and photo provided by 94.9 WDKB

On November 27, historian Steve Bigolin was rec-
ognized as 94.9 WDKB’s “Hometown Hero.”
Each week, the radio station highlights First-
Responders, Good Samaritans, and more for all
they do in DeKalb County and Northern Illinois.

Thanks to Brian from DeKalb for nominating Ste-
ve. He said “Stephen Bigolin may not be a hero in
the classical sense, but he has been a significant
positive influence in our community for a long
time now. And he is certainly worthy of our
recognition and thanks. Steve, by his own efforts,
has worked for many, many years to research and
learn about the history of this place we call home.
DeKalb city especially, but really also, all of our
county.

“Over time, his dedication to local history has
made him perhaps, unofficially, but still really,
our DeKalb historian. And more importantly than

his
knowledge, is
his happiness
to share,
teach, and
tour anyone
that wants to
learn about
local history.

“There are
many others
with an inter-
est in DeKalb
County histo- §
ry, but for all
of us, it is appropriate to stop, take a moment, and
thank Steve for his long standing service to DeK-
alb and DeKalb County.”

See your story here!

We are seeking contributors for Cornsilk

Send your stories, photos, and interesting
local history tidbits to jhaish09@gmail.com

DeKalb County History Center
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Origins of Our Sleeping Places: East Pierce Cemetery
Story and photos provided by Bob Pritchard

Pierce Township has two cemeteries: one in Sec-
tion 1 known as St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery,
and the other in Section 24 named East Pierce
Cemetery. The latter is the focus of this story and
contains about 2.5 acres located 4.5 miles north of
Hinckley at the corner of Owens and Pritchard
Roads.

Early settlers to the township arrived in 1846 and
by 1852 were holding school and church services
in their homes. According to the book Rural School
Journeys, a log cabin school was built in 1853 next
to a cemetery at the southwest corner of Section
24. One of the oldest graves in the cemetery is that
of Jacob Lintner, who arrived in Pierce Township
in 1848 and died in 1850, the year the cemetery
was formed.

The residents held church services in the school
and formed the Emmanuel Evangelical Society of
Pierce. By 1856 the settlers were able to build their
first church building just east of the cemetery and
the school there was replaced by two schools, a
mile north and a mile south of Owens Road.

The church attracted many of the large families in
the neighborhood. When they died, they were
buried in the cemetery next to the church and
their names are etched in stone throughout the
cemetery.

A much larger church was built next to the ceme-
tery in 1891, which stood until consumed by fire
in 1967. Then a new church was built that still
welcomes worshipers but from farther distances.

Early records of the cemetery are missing but its
files contain the Secretary of State’s Certificate of
Complete Organization of the East Pierce Ceme-
tery Association on February 5, 1925. Albert Zieg-

ler was elected president of the board. Other
members included Lester Grimm, Alvin Kuter,
Roy Plapp, William Schule, and Elmer Schumach-
er. Trustees thereafter were appointed by the
county Circuit Judge.

In April 1925, the Emmanuel Society of the Evan-
gelical Church gave a warranty deed for the ceme-
tery to the East Pierce Cemetery Association along
with $412.74 for its care and maintenance. The
proceeds from lot sales were held in an endow-
ment with only the interest available for cemetery
expenses.

Albert Ziegler served as board president until
1940, then Roy Plapp served until 1981, then Stan-
ley Schumacher until 1991, Les Miller until 2004
and, finally, Stan Schumacher, son of Stanley, was
elected president and continues to serve. Other
trustees as of this writing include Adam and Rich-
ard Miller, Merwin Plapp and Greg Pritchard.

DeKalb County History Center
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The cemetery trustees not only invested the en-
dowment in banks and government bonds, but
also in the late 1930s through the 1950s loaned
money to individuals to buy property for homes.
Among such loans were Edward Freundt, who
borrowed $2,500 to buy lots in Hinckley’s Oak
Knoll Subdivision, Dr. H.] Neubauer borrowed
$2,500 for property in Miller’s First Addition in
Hinckley circa 1949, and $1,000 was loaned to
Leonard Bixler for real estate in Batavia. The loans
were all repaid at five percent interest.

The trustees established revised rules for the use
of the cemetery in 1937. Among those rules were
that lot owners were to mow the grass on their lot
but on no other lot. Monuments could not be
made of metal or artificial stone unless approved.
Trustees had the authority to exhume and move
bodies to the potter’s field if payment for the lot
was not made within 60 days of a burial. Trustees
had the authority to make annual assessments on
each lot for the expense and care of the cemetery.
Visitors were reminded that the cemetery grounds

were sacredly devoted to the internment of the
dead and proper respect should be shown at all
times. In 1956 the trustees also decided that buri-
als were permitted only if encased in an approved
vault. Currently the cemetery has about 740 buri-
als, of which 34 are military veterans.

The trustees found their rule that lot owners
should mow the grass on their lot unworkable.
Therefore, they decided to purchase a lawn mow-
er in 1930 and paid individuals to use the equip-
ment to mow the cemetery grass. This practice of
purchasing mowers continued until 2003 when
costs and maintenance became prohibitive, so the
mowers were sold and the lawn mower shed was
removed. Since then, a mowing service has been
hired to keep the cemetery attractive.

Stan Schumacher fears the annual maintenance
costs of the cemetery will soon exceed revenue,
making an uncertain future for the cemetery.

DeKalb County History Center
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Cherry Mine Disaster book program

Jan. 8 at 12 PM

Glidden Homestead Welcome Center

921 W. Lincoln Highway, DeKalb

Enjoy soup and a program! Local author Sally M.
Walker will present on her book: Underground
Fire: Hope, Sacrifice, and Courage in the Cherry Mine
Disaster. The 1909 fire, one of the worst coal mine
disasters in U.S. history, is a story of immigrant
hopes and corporate negligence. It is also a tale of
sacrifice and courage in the face of horrific dan-

ger.

DeKalb County by Air program

Jan. 22 at 12 PM

Glidden Homestead Welcome Center

921 W. Lincoln Highway, DeKalb

Enjoy soup and a program! Local drone pilot Bob
Myers will discuss his experience with drone
photography, and share some favorite images of
“DeKalb County by Air.”

Performing Southeast Asia exhibit

Open now through May 13, 2023

Tuesday-Friday

10 a.m. -4 p.m.

This exhibit, curated in collaboration with faculty
and students from the Center for Southeast Asian
Studies, considers the role of performance in
Southeast Asia, from popular music to traditional
dance.

Arts in Action - 2023 programming
Details coming soon!
The DeKalb County History Center was awarded

UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS
from area museums and archives

featuring

a grant from the DeKalb County Mental Health
Board to offer programming connected to Arts in
Action throughout 2023. Additional details will
be coming soon. The programming will kick off
with a viewing of the movie “Harriet” and a
community read Stella by Starlight. Both events
will involve panel discussions that connect these
stories to DeKalb County’s History.

“Harriet” the movie

January 21, 1 PM

475 DeKalb Ave, DeKalb County Community Foun-
dation

Watch the movie and then listen to a panel dis-
cussion Dr. Joseph Mitchell, Michelle Donahoe,
and another speaker that will explore Under-
ground Railroad in DeKalb County and the lega-
cy of Harriet Tubman. Hosted in partnership
with the DeKalb County Community Foundation
and Sycamore Public Library.

Community Read, Stella by Starlight by Sharon
Draper

Sycamore Public Library - February 11 at 2 PM
DeKalb Public Library — Watch for details

DeKalb County History Center — Watch for details
While written for young adults, it is interesting
and thought provoking for all ages. The story
takes place in North Carolina during the 1930s.
Topics include racial discrimination, voting in-
timidation and social separation, but also a
strong sense of community during difficult times
for Black families. Book discussions will include
connections to our local history.

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com

DeKalb County History Center
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DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,
Archive & Cultural Center Resources

DeKalb
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage
Association
www.daaha.org
E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com
815-756-8737

DeKalb Area Women'’s Center
http://dekalbareawomens
center.weebly.com/

E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
815-758-1351

Egyptian Theater
www.egyptiantheatre.org
E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org
815-758-1215

Ellwood House Museum
www.ellwoodhouse.org
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org
815-756-4609

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center
www.gliddenhomestead.org
Email:
info@gliddenhomestead.org
815-756-7904

Gurler House & Heritage Assn.
http://gurlerhouse.org
815-758-4897

At NIU

Anthropology Museum
www.niu.edu/anthro_museum
815-753-0230/815-753-0246

Art Museum
www.niu.edu/artmuseum
815-753-1936

Blackwell History of Education

Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu
815-753-1236/815-753-1241

Regional History Center

https://library.niu.edu/ulib/

content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779

Genoa

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage

Society & Museum
www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_
Homepage.htm
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com
815-784-5559

Hinckley
Hinckley Historical Society

www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety
@gmail.com

815-761-4058 (Bob)

Kirkland

Kirkland Historical Society
http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com
815-522-6260

Leland

Leland Historical Society
Leland Area History Center
www.lelandhistory.org

Email: info@lelandhistory.org
815-495-4457

Malta

Malta Historical & Genealogical

Society & Museum
http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm
815-384-3481

Sandwich

City Hall and Opera House
www.sandwichoperahouse.org
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk.
com
815-786-2555

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich
Historical Society
815-786-2513

Shabbona

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum
https://slrmuseum.com/
E-mail: sirmuseum@gmail.com
Phone: 815-824-2597

Somonauk
Olmstead Memorial Museum
http://themonumentalarchives.
com/Olmstead_Museum.php
815-498-2417/815-228-1474

Sycamore
Family History Center at LDS
Church

815-895-0702

Joiner History Room
www.joinerhistoryroom.org
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom
@dekalbcounty.org
815-895-7271

North Grove School & North Grove

School Assn.
www.northgroveschool.org
E-mail: info@northgroveschool.
org

DeKalb County History Center
www.dekalbcountyhistory.org
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org
815-895-5762

Waterman

Waterman Area Heritage Society &

Museum
www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
WatermanSoc.htm
815-756-4030/815-264-7717


mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
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