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Dear DCHGS Members, 

 

We are pleased to announce a partnership 

between DCHGS and the DeKalb County 

History Center!  

1) The history center has graciously offered 

space to hold monthly meetings while Oak 

Crest is unavailable due to ongoing 

COVID concerns. 

2) In order to avail researchers of the re-

markable history articles in Cornsilk, is-

sues prior to 2016 will be made available 

online for free, and will be searchable! 

3) Other partnering options are also in the 

works. 

  

Have you long appreciated the monthly pro-

grams of DCHGS? Have you looked forward 

to each issue of Cornsilk? Have you enjoyed 

the annual dinner meeting and annual pic-

nic? Have you taken part in the occasional 

bus trip? 

 

Many members have made these enrichment 

opportunities possible by serving on the 

Board of Directors. The current board has 

several members retiring in the spring. Will 

you step up to keep DCHGS alive to promote 

the rich history of DeKalb County? 

 

Your YES is vital, today. Contact Marcia Wil-

son at 815-895-9424 or any Board Member. 

 

Sincerely, 

DCHGS Board of Directors 

 

Due to ongoing COVID concerns, 
Oak Crest Retirement Center is 
not currently available for monthly 
program meetings. Upcoming 
meetings will be held at the 
DeKalb County History Center, 
1730 N. Main Street, Sycamore.  
Programs will be available both in 
person and online. 
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N 
ow known as the William R. Monat Build-
ing, the distinctive Spanish Revival style 

structure at 148 North Third Street started life 
Memorial Day week of 1927 as The Rice Hotel. 
Downtown DeKalb had not seen the construction 
of a new hotel since April of 1877, when barbed 
wire inventor Joseph Glidden opened the Glid-
den House Block at Second and Lincoln. An 1892 
advertisement for that hotel referred to it as being 
“One of the Best Appointed Hotels in the State. 
One Hundred Rooms. Centrally Located. Lighted 
with Gas and Heated by Steam. Rates $2.00 per 
day.” It catered to traveling salesmen, having two 
spacious rooms in which their wares could be 
well displayed. 
 

Milton E. Rice of Elgin, owner of other hotels at 
Dixon, Elgin, Freeport, and Sterling, was behind 
its construction. He was said at the time to be an 
actor by profession.  How much the hotel cost to 
build is not preserved in sources from the time. 
All its appointments were to be top of the line, 
however, and to assure that everything would  

 

remain that way, Milton’s son Roy Rice was to be 
the live-in manager. By the late 1930s, Lee Rice, 
believed to be another son, was listed as the man-
ager, although he lived at 625 College Avenue. 
The 1950 DeKalb City Directory again has Roy Rice 
as live-in manager. 
 

As originally built, The Rice contained 70 guest 
rooms, all with outside views. Thirty rooms had 
no bathrooms and cost just 50 cents a night. Forty 
other rooms were $1.00 a night and had a private 
bath. In the spring of 1944, Milton Rice an-
nounced plans for adding 20-25 new rooms to the 
nearly 20-year-old hotel. From every indication, 
Mr. Rice never followed through. 
 

The dining room in The Rice was small by to-
day’s standards, but DeKalb’s population at the 
time was only about 10,000 or so. Patrons of the 
hotel, as well as the public at large, were welcome 
to take advantage of its facilities. Sunday dinner 
was offered from 12:00 to 2:00 in the afternoon, 
and also from 5:30 to 7:30 in the evening, at a cost 
of just $1.00 a person. Reservations were strongly 
recommended, and townspeople flocked there to 
eat. The hotel and dining room both held a high 
rating from the Duncan Hines Company. 
 

 

The Rice Hotel 
By Steve Bigolin 

This striking frame house, known as the Carter 
house, was torn down to make way for the Rice 
Hotel. 

1 
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Spanish Revival architecture was in vogue for 
both private residences and public buildings 
alike from roughly 1915 to 1940. Tile roofs were 
one particularly common feature of the style. The 
hotel was a two-and-a-half story brick structure, 
with its basement windows just slightly above 
ground level. Articles in the Chronicle from 1927 
say the basement floor was yellow-colored dirt, 
with a miniature golf course down there. Vintage 
exterior postcards of the hotel depict a circular 
driveway out in front. The only parking available 
consisted of on-street parking, as parking lots did 
not exist downtown in those days, and traffic in 
general was much lighter. 
 

The front of the old Rice looks much the same 
today as it did when new. The entry porch is 
flanked on either side by brick wings. Pairs of 
wooden trellises accented the fronts of the wings 
at one time and sets of wrought iron grillwork 
remain. Most of the building retains unpainted 

brick. During renovation work in the early 1980s, 
the first and second floor windows from the 
1920s were replaced with dark, tinted windows 
of a more energy efficient nature. 
 

The recessed porch opens into a striking attrac-
tive lobby. The floor and original registration 
desk are both marble, with the desk retaining the 
large letter “R” for Rice on its front. The walls are 
stucco, while doors and woodwork are oak. The 
original chandeliers had sailing ships in their 
motifs, and the letter R’s, like the desk, but were 
removed during renovation/restoration in 1982. 
A brick fireplace accents the lobby, with an old-

time sailing ship above the mantel. 
 

The Rice’s downward spiral began when the 
family sold the hotel in the late 1950s to DeKalb 
American Legion Post #66, for a reported consid-
eration of $200,000. Old-timers say the Legion 
had one manager after another and the Legion 



Cornsilk            

DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society                                                                            fall 2021, vol. 40 no. 3 

3 

invested no money into the venerable structure’s 
upkeep.  By the late 1960s, the hotel had become 
low-cost housing for NIU students and a haven 
for transients. Enter developer Tom Rosenow. 
 

After the City of DeKalb shut The Rice down for 
health code violations on December 4, 1981, dis-
placing the 48 residents it then had, Rosenow 
bought the old hotel from the American Legion. 
He relocated the residents to a building he 
owned on Sycamore Road, where they were giv-
en time to get their act together.  Rosenow 
cleaned up The Rice, put on an addition, and 
rented downtown’s newest office building to 
NIU for a number of years, with an option to 
buy, which they did. Now, almost 40 years later, 
the Social Science Research Institute and Center 
for Governmental Studies continue to be located 
in the former hotel, in addition to other NIU 

offices. 
 

So then, who you may ask, is The Rice’s name-
sake today? The late William R. Monat was a po-
litical science professor at NIU, president from 
1978 to 1984, and first chancellor of the Board of 
Regents. NIU might just as well have called 148 
North Third Milton E. Rice Hall, but did not, 
choosing instead to name it for one of their own. 
 

During its heyday, the Rice is known to have 
hosted a few noteworthy Americans. Aviatrix 
Amelia Earhart and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt 
both spoke at Northern and stayed at the venera-
ble old hotel. In addition, future U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan slept there while on one of his 
old General Electric tours. Unfortunately, the 
hotel guest books each would have signed do 
not survive.  
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O 
n Pleasant Hill Road, in Mayfield Township, 
DeKalb County, Illinois, there once was a small 

white schoolhouse, with a small farm cemetery next to 
it. It was named after Pleasant Hill Farm nearby, 
which was located on a slight hill that looked down 
into a small valley made by the Kishwaukee River. 
This farm was established by pioneer Ira Douglass, 
and later owned by my great-great grandfather Gustaf 
Medine.  

The first Pleasant Hill School, a little “crude log” one-

room schoolhouse, was built on land owned by Ira 
Douglass in 1839 or 1840, and was located just north of 
his own log cabin. Its first teachers in the 1840s includ-
ed Lucy Stuart, Fanny Clark and Harriet Russell.  The 
earliest religious services in Mayfield were also con-
ducted in the log schoolhouse, with Ira Douglass be-
ing a leader in the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
Mayfield. It is unknown what happened to the origi-
nal schoolhouse or how long classes were conducted 
there. Services for the Mayfield church were held there 
through at least the 1860s, and the old schoolhouse 
appears on an 1871 map. In 1870, the county superin-
tendent of the schools deemed the schoolhouse to be 
“too small, and is so near the road that a person sitting 
in his carriage can almost take hold of the door han-
dle. There is no black-board worthy of the name.” 
Twenty-five students attended Pleasant Hill School 
that year.  

In 1881, the “new” frame schoolhouse was built in 
nearly the same spot. It presumably was bigger than 
the old schoolhouse, further from the road, and had a 
better blackboard. The school yard was shaded by a 
few nice trees. The school never had electric lights, 
and had two outside latrines. Fresh water was carried 
in a bucket from the Pleasant Hill Farm, located just to 
the south of the schoolhouse. Children from age five 
to 14 attended school here for over 60 years. 

Belle Tower Pelton and her brother David attended 
Pleasant Hill School, starting in 1886, and described 

the inside of the schoolhouse:  

The wood burning stove used half length cordwood and 
the scholars carried it from the woodshed. There was a 
sand box around the stove to protect the floor. The ceil-
ings were very high and the stove pipe long. The seats 
graduated in sizes, large at the back of the room and 
down to smaller ones toward the front of the room. A 
bench was on each side at the front and served a place to 
set our dinner pails. There were hooks to hang our wraps 
in winter. Often we had to ask permission of the teacher 
to go up to the stove and get warm. The bench on the 
boys side held the one water pail and one dipper for eve-
ryone to use. Water was carried from Ira Douglas farm 
south of Pleasant Hill.  

Some times the teacher was careless at noon and we of-
ten went a good distance to skate and slide [...] but the 

The History of Pleasant Hill 
School and Cemetery 

By EvaAnne Johnson 

The “new” frame schoolhouse was built back from the road. 
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charm of the pond and the ice on the Joe Carlisle place 
three quarters of a mile south of the school was too 
tempting. We used to roller skate in Mr. Douglas’ barn. 
I don’t see how he endured us school children. 

The Douglas and Medine children, and many other 
farmers’ children nearby, attended this little school. 
Ira Douglass owned Pleasant Hill Farm until his 
death in 1888, when it was passed to his sons, Ira W. 
and Cyrus A. Douglas. My great-great grandfather, 
Gustaf Medine, purchased it in 1906, and later passed 
it to his son-in-law Charles W. Drake. Pleasant Hill 
Farm was sold in 1948 after Charles’ death.  

The school was closed in 1942 and its students started 
attending Kingston School. (It was officially consoli-
dated into the Genoa-Kingston School District in 
1949.) The last teacher to preside over the school was 
Marjorie Byers Krause. The schoolhouse lay empty 
for several years, and was used for meetings and 
gatherings. The land was still a part of the Pleasant 
Hill Farm. The schoolhouse itself and its contents 
were sold at auction in October 1947. Its desks, books, 
old stove, and tables were all sold to the highest bid-
der. At this time, it’s likely that Charles W. Drake or 
his son purchased the schoolhouse that was standing 
on his property. 

In September 1948, Charles W. Drake transferred the 
plot of land with the schoolhouse and the cemetery to 
his son, Charles G. Drake. The younger Charles lived 
on the family farm at the time, but wanted a house of 
his own and decided to expand the small schoolhouse 
into a home. He stripped down the schoolhouse to 
the frame and built upon the frame to make a 2-story, 

full-size, 3-bedroom home. Charles G. and his wife, 
Loddie, raised their two daughters in the home. It 
stayed in the family until Charles G. passed away in 
2013, and was recently sold to a new owner.  

There are still some existing reminders of the old 
schoolhouse. The old, large rooftop school bell la-
beled “Pleasant Hill School Bell” resides at the Kish-
waukee Valley Heritage Museum in Genoa, Illinois. 
The old, round sign that used to hang on the front of 
the school is still in possession of the Drake family. 
And the bones of the schoolhouse support a family 
home. 

The little Pleasant Hill Cemetery  

Pleasant Hill Cemetery is located immediately north 
of the schoolhouse. Burials began here almost as soon 
as white settlers arrived in the township, with the 
earliest burial recorded being John Hooper Tifft in 
1834. This small field cemetery likely predates the 
first log schoolhouse by several years. A small church 
was built nearby in about 1860, but in 1876 was 
moved to Kingston to form part of the Kingston 
Methodist Church. Ira Douglass, who first established 
Pleasant Hill Farm, was buried at Pleasant Hill Ceme-
tery after his death in 1888. Gustaf Medine’s daughter 
Amelia and his father Andreas Danielson, who both 
passed away in 1907, were also interred there. Others 
buried at Pleasant Hill include members of the Doug-
las, Tifft, Laverty, Aurner, Moore, Selts, and Ort fami-
lies. 

(Continued on page 7) 

5 
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D 
ella Mae Lucas was hired as a reporter in 
September of 1934 by the Sycamore True Re-

publican newspaper to go out into the neighbor-
hoods and scoop up the news. Her assignment 
was to interview subscribers and potential sub-
scribers and write about the bustling farm commu-
nity, reporting on their families, crop status, social 
life at the schools and churches, and local history.  
 

Della Mae had a folksy writing style and a real tal-
ent for asking the right questions. Her weekly col-
umn, “Roaming the Rural Routes,” ran every 
Tuesday from September 12, 1934, until 1942, 
when World War II gas rationing forced her to 
park her wheels. 
 

Reviewing the collection of Della’s columns at the 
Joiner History Room unfolds history of the one-

room schools in several townships, of neighbor-
hoods--like Ohio Grove, Charter Grove, the Mt. 
Hunger area--the local granges, Ladies Aid socie-
ties, churches, cemetery associations, and much 
more. A sample column reads: 
 

Roaming the Rural Routes by Della Mae  
October 18, 1934 

Hello Folks! Again we meet in these columns for a 
friendly chat among old neighbors and dear friends. 
This has been a most delightful week to go roaming the 
routes, the weather has been ideal. Warm and sunshiny 
indeed typical of these colorful times of the year—
Indian summer. The vicinity in which I have been call-
ing most of this week is the North Woods country on 
the Brickville road, so called because years ago there 
was a brick and tile factory across from the Reed home-
stead, which was owned and operated by Nels Fairclo, 
on the land now owned by John Halgren, which he pur-
chased from Mr. Olson, Rueben Olson’s father.        

Roaming the Rural Routes with Della Mae 

By Marcia Wilson 
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Mr. Halgren uses one of the old barns, which still re-
mains standing on this site, for a machine shed. 
 

My first call this week was at the beautiful country 
home of Mr. and Ms. Bert Thompson. This home is 
located just a short ways from the main traveled road 
in the clearing in the woods. With the woods which are 
so beautiful at all times of the year, especially now, 
with their various shades of yellow, red and green. 
This is an ideal setting for a farm home. Found Mrs. 
Thompson and her mother, Mrs. Windette, very busy 
about the house getting ready to entertain the Charter 
Grove Ladies’ Aid the next day. 
 

Down the road is the Andrew Johnson farm, occupied 
by his son Charles Johnson. Mrs. Johnson was busy 
outside but not too busy to stop and ask me in for a 
friendly chat. Although this is an old home everything 
was spotlessly clean, neat and tidy. Mrs. Johnson told 
me they had a wonderful crop of potatoes this year. 
You surely wouldn’t want to leave this farmyard with-
out saying that everything around the barn was in its 
place and presented a very neat appearance. 
 

The Louis Lloyd homestead is a most attractive home. 
As one drives along the highway on the Genoa road 
you can’t help but notice this large, beautiful stucco 

house, amidst wide spreading trees and huge well-kept 
lawn. As you stand on their south porch and look to 
the three homes toward Sycamore is the rural school, 
District No. 47 [North Grove School]. Miss Anna 
Gropp is the teacher and has been teaching here the 
past three years. This is her fourth year there. Miss 
Gropp told me the district had redecorated the school 
room by painting the walls and ceiling a light cream 
color, also stained all the desks a cherry color and have 
also painted the stove. There are 14 pupils who attend 
school in this light, clean, attractive school room. 
 

Della Mae Van Dusen was first married to Grover 
Lucas, who died in 1941. She was remarried in 
1955 to Frank Hitchens. According to Della Mae’s 
obituary, she was employed at Henderson’s De-
partment Store in Sycamore and was a member of 
the United Methodist Church in Sycamore and a 
former member of the Sarah Rebekah Lodge No. 
32. Della died at the age of 92 on June 10, 1987, at 
Pine Acres Retirement Center, DeKalb. She rests 
in Charter Grove Cemetery, Sycamore.   
 

Thank you, Della Mae, for documenting tidbits of 
history that otherwise would have been forgone 
for the “big” story!  

The cemetery was managed by Maple Hill Cemetery 
Association from 1901 to about 1926. The last burials 
there were in the 1910s. The last burial on record was 
Orlando Aurner in 1918, having been buried next to his 
wife. Up to 80 people may have been buried in this 
little cemetery, but no burial records exist to know for 
sure. At some point, some of the burials may have been 
moved to Kingston Cemetery or Elmwood Cemetery, 
including a Civil War veteran buried there. Today, a 
handful of stones survive, and the cemetery is on pri-
vate property.  

Sources: 
Combination Atlas Map of De Kalb County, Illinois : compiled, drawn, and 

published from personal examinations and surveys (Geneva, Ill. : 
Thompson and Everts, 1871), p. 30. 

Plat Book of DeKalb County, Illinois, 1892. 
DeKalb County Historical-Genealogical Society, Rural Schools Journeys: A 

Legacy of Learning, Histories of the One-room Schools in Dekalb Coun-
ty, Illinois (Evansville, Ind.: M.T. Publishing Co., 2006), p. 117-118, 252
-253.  

“DeKalb County Schools, Superintendent’s Report.” The True Republican, 
Sycamore, Illinois, 8 Jan 1870, image copy (http://
idnc.library.illinois.edu/ : accessed 30 Mar 2018), page 1; Illinois Digital 
Newspaper Collections. 

Marshall, Florence. Cemeteries of Mayfield Township, DeKalb County, 
Illinois, (Sycamore, Ill.: Genealogical Society of DeKalb County, Ill., 
1990.  

Gross, Lewis M. Past and Present of DeKalb County, Illinois, Volume 1 
(Chicago, Ill. : Pioneer Pub. Co., 1907), p. 155. 

Kauffman, B. Personal correspondence, 2010-2018. 
Mae, Della. “Roaming the Rural Routes.” The True Republican, Sycamore, 

Illinois, 29 Sep 1942, image copy, (http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/ : ac-
cessed 30 Mar 2018), page 1; Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections. 

“Notice.” The True Republican, Sycamore, Illinois, 19 Oct 1918, image 
copy (http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/ : accessed 30 Mar 2018), page 5; 
Illinois Digital Newspaper Collections. 

“Notice is hereby given that…” The Daily Chronicle, DeKalb, Illinois, 10 
Oct 1947, image copy, (www.newspapers.com : accessed 31 Mar 2018), 
page 6; Newspapers.com World Collection. 

Penton, Belle Tower. “The Story of the Last Log Cabin.” The True Republi-
can, Sycamore, Illinois, 3 August 1945, image copy, (http://
idnc.library.illinois.edu/ : accessed 30 Mar 2018), page 4; Illinois Digital 
Newspaper Collections. 

(Pleasant Hill continued from page 5) 

http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=STR18700108.2.11&srpos=1&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-1-byDA-
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=STR18700108.2.11&srpos=1&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-1-byDA-
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=SYT19450803.2.39&srpos=236&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-221-byDA-
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=STR18700108.2.11&srpos=1&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-1-byDA-
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=SYT19450803.2.39&srpos=236&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-221-byDA-
http://idnc.library.illinois.edu/cgi-bin/illinois?a=d&d=SYT19450803.2.39&srpos=236&e=-------en-20-DKD%2cSYT%2cSTR-221-byDA-
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S 
ome of the most interesting and exciting times 
of my life took place in the barn on our old fam-

ily farm where I was born, raised, and now live. 
Like the time when my 4-H cow, a milking Short-
horn, had twin calves. And when we got our first 
Shetland pony, Nancy Patton. I was just four years 
old and I can remember it like it was yesterday, 
when my Dad lifted me up to look through the 
bars, into the big box stall to see her. It was also 
new to her, and she looked around her new home. 
She seemed so small, and the whites of her eyes 
shone so brightly. She had been shown and won 
her class as a two-year-old at Madison Square Gar-
den. She quieted down quickly, though, as Father 
told us three little girls--ages four, six and eight--to 
be quiet and gentle with her until she got to know 
us. 
 

Nancy Patton’s first foal brought such excitement! 
Father told us at breakfast that she had a little sorrel 
filly, and we ran to the barn to see it before we fin-
ished eating. That morning we had cold oatmeal. 
Nancy stood about forty-three inches tall (measured 
at the high point of the withers) and was chestnut 
colored. The baby was so tiny. Her little hooves left 
tracks in the soft dirt about the size of a silver dol-
lar. 
 

Nancy was a good mother, and we would take her 
to the front yard to graze, while the baby frolicked 
around her. After the foal was weaned, we girls 
started riding her. One day I had her trotting at full 
speed, hoping to throw her into a canter, when she 
stopped dead still! I rolled off over her head and 

landed sitting on the ground in front of her, with 
the reins still in my hands. So after that, we rode at 
a trot. I had my chance to do some fast riding later 
on, as Nancy had a total of eight foals for us. By that 
time my younger sister was also riding, and we 
were breaking the two- and three-year-olds to ride. 
There were some wild afternoons, with one or both 
of us getting bucked off. Father was right there to 
help us back on, and to coach. I can still hear him 
saying, “Keep their heads up.” Well, that’s easier 
said than done when you weigh seventy pounds 
dripping wet and you have a lively three-year-old 
feeling his oats. However, we finally got them 
where we could ride them anywhere we wanted. 
They tested us often, though, to see if we were still 
in command. We did get unloaded now and then. 
 

My father always had good, quiet draft and road 
horses. When he was courting my mother, who 
lived some twelve miles away, he would take the 
horse and buggy. When he was ready to come 
home, he would hitch up Dixie and they would be 
on their way. He wrapped the driving reins around 
the whip socket, and she would come home by her-
self, in the dark, while he slept. When she came to a 
stop in front of the barn, he would wake up, un-
hitch and unharness her, feed and water her, and 
go to bed. My father had designed and helped build 
the barn in 1910, when he was twenty years old. 
 

As we girls got older, we helped milk the cows 
morning and night, before and after school. Each of 
us fed and cared for a specific group of animals, 
which included our 4-H projects. My eldest sister 
had the Poland China hogs; the second sister, the 
Dorset sheep; and I had the milking Shorthorn 
cattle. We showed our animals at the   4-H fairs and 
at a few county fairs, but my biggest thrill was 
when the neighbor took me to the Illinois State Fair. 
He backed his big truck up to the barn and we load-
ed my two heifers, all the feed and paraphernalia I 
would need for ten days, and my clothes. And off 
we went. I met so many great kids. We sat and 
talked and laughed and helped each other show. 
Coming home, as we approached the barn, what a 

Barn Life 

By Florence Getzelman  
 

Florence Getzelman (1923-2017) of Hinckley wrote this 
article, originally titled The Barn,  for the Hinckley 
Homemakers Extension newsletter, year unknown. It is 
taken from the Averil Schreiber collection in the Joiner 
History Room archives. 
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thrill it was for me to see that we had electric lights. 
The barn seemed so much brighter and bigger than 
I had remembered, after all those years of using a 
kerosene lantern. It was good to be home, and the 
smell of the new alfalfa hay in the mow made it 
even more inviting. 
 

We did the fieldwork with horses when I was 
young. We had the dearest team of Belgian mares—
Molly and Rosie. They were blue roans, and we 
kids would drive them anywhere—from dragging a 
field of corn after Father had planted it to driving 
them on the hay rack loading hay and the manure 
spreader. They were rather small, so we were able 
to harness them by the time we were about fourteen 
years old. We would have to jump to get the har-
nesses off the hooks; then get into their hay man-
gers to put on the collars and hames.  
 

When I turned fifteen, Father would let me drive 
Molly and Rosie on the wagon to the mill. I looked 
forward to those trips—waiving to the neighbors 
and seeing pheasants, rabbits and other creatures 
that were out and about. The birds were singing so 
happily in the trees. At the mill the fellows mar-
veled at how the team would pull the load up in-
side and stand quietly while I unloaded it into a pit. 
Then I would drive them out around and get under 
the spout where the feed came out. 
 

After we girls were grown and married, Father de-
cided that he wanted to get some Welsh ponies. His 
father, John Jones, had come from Wales and his 
mother, Anna Price, was of Welsh descent. Father 
had always admired and talked about a team of 
black Welsh mares that a fellow had who lived 
south of Big Rock. The village of Big Rock was 
settled by the Welsh. So he bought some and started 
raising Welsh ponies. By this time, the barn was 
looking rather empty, as the cattle, hogs and horses 
were gone--tractors were in. 
 

We also purchased some Shetlands of Nancy’s 
bloodlines. Father started driving, and after my son 
was four years old, we started showing. This was in 

the late nineteen forties, when the “pony boom” 
was on. It seemed as though everyone had to have a 
pony. The prices kept going higher and higher. 
Most people didn’t know how to train them to 
drive, so we were driving five and six a day, getting 
them to where they were comfortable with the har-
ness and pulling a cart. There were shows springing 
up everywhere. They would add pony classes to 
some already established horse shows and county 
fairs, as well as starting all-pony shows. So a group 
of us got together and started the “roadster pony” 
class in about nineteen fifty. This became very pop-
ular, and before we knew it, there were classes for 
us all over Illinois as well as Iowa, Wisconsin and 
Indiana. At the peak, we were going to shows every 
weekend during the summer. At this point, I was 
driving about ten ponies a day; training youngsters; 
and getting the roadsters “legged up,” as we would 
“turn them on” to trot at full speed. We were also 
showing our Welsh ponies in “Fine harness” clas-
ses, these being hitched to a four-wheeled buggy. 
Our little bay mare, Fairview Merry Windsor, won 
well in this class, but her half-brother, Fairview Mr. 
Fleetfoot, a gray stallion, won more. He was named 
All-American high point Welsh Fine Harness Pony, 
as well as Ladies High Point Winner.  
 

Many were the night that we would pull up at the 
barn after midnight to unload the ponies and put 
them to bed. Some people, who bought ponies I had 
trained, wanted me to show for them. This took me 
to Tulsa, Oklahoma; San Antonio, Texas; and De-
troit, Michigan. It was very rewarding to see how 
these youngsters had matured, remembered me, 
and their training. 
 

Now, for the past twenty years, the scene has 
changed. This old barn has taken on a whole new 
look. No more horses or ponies. My husband and I 
have been raising our Cheviot sheep in it. There are 
lambing pens now where the single horse tie stalls 
used to be. We have about a hundred lambs born in 
what used to be the horse barn, over a period of 
three months. After the lambs are born, we put 
them into a small pen with their mothers to get 
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them bonded. We keep an eye on them to make sure 
they are doing well, then eartag and vaccinate. Then 
we put five or six ewes with their lambs into a larger 
pen, so that the individual pens are available for the 
next ones. 
 

I have frequently had to be a midwife and assist with 
the birthing. I am still amazed at how quickly the 
lambs stand up after birth and are ready to nurse 
within minutes. We have a closed circuit television 
in the “maternity barn” so we can keep an eye on the 
ewes without disturbing them. This also saves us 
many unnecessary trips to the barn in cold weather. 
This way we are able to see a mother who needs help 
and we can go out to be sure she and the lamb or 
lambs are all right. We have many sets of twins and 
some triplets. Most of our lambs are born in Febru-
ary and March. 
 

We have shown our Cheviot sheep at many county 
and state fairs and have sold to other breeders all 

over the United States. It has been so interesting to 
follow the lives of the young people who bought 
sheep from us—from grade school age to college to 
marriage and a family. 
 

We are still raising alfalfa hay, and it still smells as 
good each time we go into the barn. When we get a 
real strong wind, the rafters and braces groan and 
squeak, but our good old barn is still standing after 
87 years. 
 

Editor’s note: According to her obituary, Florence Jones was 
her father Ira’s “right hand” on their livestock farm and 
graduated from Big Rock High School in 1941.  Florence 
was active in the farming community all her life, serving as 
area representative for the National Welsh Pony Society, 
president and secretary for the Midwest Welsh Pony Breed-
ers, treasurer of the Illinois Lamb and Wool Producers, 
board member of the Tri County Sheep Producers, and a 
member of the American Cheviot Sheep Society. Additional-
ly, she was an officer on the West Big Rock Cemetery Board 
for 48 years. 

Location, Location, Location 

 

One of the essential items in doing genealogy is 
knowing the location where your ancestor lived. This 
is not always as easy as it sounds. In the early days of 
the United States, the state and county boundaries 
changed many times. A person could live in one state 
one day and the next day, in another. Maps can also 
give context to the records you find. They can identify 
political boundaries, place names, churches, geo-
graphical features, cemeteries, and migration/
transportation routes. Historical maps are especially 
useful for understanding the boundary changes or 
finding places that no longer exist. 
 

Maps are especially important for researching in Ger-
many since it was not even a nation-state until 1871. 
Some of our ancestors lived in places like “Prussia,” 
which today spans parts of several countries. We need 
different maps covering many years to be able to fig-
ure out where the records might be located. Fami-
lySearch and Ancestry index German records based 

on the past. In Germany, however, the records are 
stored in present-day towns and archives. 
 

So where can we find these maps? You may find 
maps at archives, libraries, and historical societies 
where your ancestor lived. There are many resources 
available online. To help you in your research, I have 
compiled a list of some websites and collections I’ve 
found to be useful. I hope they help you as well. 
 

Google Maps: https://www.google.com/maps 

Family Search: https://www.familysearch.org/wifi/en/
Maps 

Ancestry: https://www.ancestry.com/search/
collections/catalog/?keyword=maps 

Cyndi’s List: https://www.cyndislist.com/maps/ 
USGenWeb for the county: https://usgenweb.org/ 
Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas 

 

Reprinted from the Elgin Genealogical Society newsletter, 
March 2021 

https://www.google.com/maps
https://www.familysearch.org/wifi/en/Maps
https://www.familysearch.org/wifi/en/Maps
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=maps
https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog/?keyword=maps
https://www.cyndislist.com/maps/
https://usgenweb.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atlas
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Leland Historical Society 
 

First Leland Cemetery Walk Fundraiser 

• Saturday, October 9, 2:00 p.m. 
• $15 per person/ $10 LHS members/               

$5 students 

• Tickets include: Graveside Chats, tours of 
the new Leland Area History Center,         
refreshments. 

• Info at www.lelandhistory.org or 815-495-

5547 

Public Opening of Leland Area History Center 

• Sunday, October 10, 1:00-3:00 p.m.  
• Regular hours are Sundays, 1:00-3:00 p.m., 

except holidays, and by appointment. 
 

205 N. Main Street, upper, Leland, IL 60531  
(in the Resource Bank building) 

info@lelandhistory.org or 815-495-5547 

www.lelandhistory.org 

 

 

DeKalb County History Center  
 

Opening October 2: “History of DeKalb County 
in 100 Objects.” We will be highlighting 50 ob-
jects at the History Center and then another 50 
located throughout the county.  
 

Virtual Brown Bag Lunches, jointly sponsored by 
Ellwood House. Register at ellwoodhouse.org/
lectures. 
Oct 7 Sneak Preview: Historic Tour of Homes, 
 12:00 p.m. 
Nov 4 Salute to Veterans, 12:00 p.m. 
Dec 2 Binding Our State Together: 200 Years of  
 Canals, Railroads, Postal Service,              
 Interurbans, and Roads, 12:00 p.m. 

Hinckley Historical Society 

 

Hinckley Historical held their annual meeting on 
June 9 with a featured speaker (originally from 
Somonauk) talking about an outstanding high 
school band director that taught at Big Rock, 
Hinckley, Somonauk, Sandwich and Plano in the 
1940-1965 time period. Watch for “Hinckley’s 
Golden Age of Bands” in the next Cornsilk!  

MUSEUM 

CORNER 

Featuring 

News Briefs 

from area Museums and Archives 

 

Sandwich Historical Society 

 

In early July, a 250-word plaque was dedicated at 
the Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich.  Through 
the cooperation of the Illinois State Historical So-
ciety and the Sandwich Historical Society the 
plaque was purchased and dedicated at the Mu-
seum on East Railroad Street in Sandwich. It tells 
a brief history of the Mill and the Museum. 

Participating in the dedication were Joan Hardekopf, 
Mayor Todd Latham, Dan Knowles, and State Histori-
cal Society Treasurer Charles Stanley, along with other 
members of the Sandwich Historical Society.  
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Lahey Linda 82 9/29/1938—10/10/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Laird Burton 77 4/27/1943—10/14/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Lanning Charles 79 6/16//1941—12/2/2020 Cortland, IL 

Larson Barbara 75 5/20/1945—10/26/2020 Denver, CO 

Larson Charles 79 12/27/1940—11/27/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Latimer Bruce 90 3/5/1930—11/28/2020 Clare, IL 

Lawrence Charles 73 2/14/1947—2/4/2021 Elkhorn, WI 
Lawson Barbara 84 11/16/1935—8/27/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Lee James 85 3/23/1935—9/4/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Leonard Henry 90 10/12/1930—11/10/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Leonhard Angela 47 3/28/1973—12/1/2020 Malta, IL 

Lewis Billy 73 12/13/1947—1/22/2021 Crossville, TN 

Livingson David 79 1/9/1941—9/27/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Long Susan 76 2/17/1944—1/29/2021 Kaneville, IL 

Lothson Arlene 95 8/15/1925—10/6/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Luxton April 68 4/9/1952—12/15/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Mack Karen 67 8/19/1953—12/8/2020 Laguna Woods, CA 

Markham Ray — ?? — 1/4/2021 Lombard, IL 

Marquis Carolyn 90 12/23/1929—12/4/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Marshall Logan 19 7/6/2001—10/9/2020 Kirkland, IL 

Martinson Gerald 87 7/22/1933—1/10/2021 Hinckley, IL 

Matarangas Mikolaos 96 2/16/1924—10/5/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Maub Leroy 92 1/2/1929—1/19/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Maurer Lloyd 95 12/19/1925—1/1/2021 DeKalb, IL 

McAllister Wallace 99 9/5/1921—2/23/2021 DeKalb, IL 

McCarroll Gene 90 4/13/1930—1/15/2021 DeKalb, IL 

McDonald Jill 58 2/22/1962—1/26/2021 Sycamore, IL 

McMillan Robert 72 4/28/1948—11/17/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Melms Gordon 84 8/11/1936—12/15/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Merrill Jean 89 ??—12/17/2020 Geneva, IL 

Mesmer Lois 83 8/24/1936—7/29/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Metzler Janet 91 11/27/1929—1/3/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Meyer Linda 65 3/15/1955—10/8/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Meyers Richard 74 3/29/1946—12/29/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Montgomery Carla 69 9/26/1951—2/1/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Moore Eldridge 70 11/12/1950—2/11/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Moore John 78 3/27/1942—12/25/2020 El Paso, TX 

Moore Laurell 70 7/25/1950—12/15/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Morgan Karen 68 2/29/1952—1/30/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Mossholder David 65 12/20/1955—2/13/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Mulvaney Irvin 84 2/5//1936—12/8/2020 Genoa, IL 

Murphy Nicholas 31 11/28/1989—12/2/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Nelsen Lucille 91 4/4/1929—10/22/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Newell Evelyn 74 10/30/1946—1/10/2021 Creston, IL 

Nicholson Jeffrey 53 6/30/1967—8/27/2020 Pleasant Prairie, IL 

Nolet Irvin 77 8/21/1943—8/31/2020 Danville, KY 

Noreiko John 68 7/20/1952—10/26/2020 DeKalb, IL 

O’Brien Thomas 84 11/2/1936—1/4/2021 DeKalb, IL 

O’Dell Carlene 86 7/21/1934—9/1/2020 Crystal Lake, IL 

O’Kane James 89 12/9/30—9/25/2020 Sycamore, IL 

O’Kane Maxine 94 3/19/1926—11/2/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Olson John 94 4/12/1926—11/29/2020 Maple Park, IL 

Olson Neil 89 3/10/1931—10/28/2020 Genoa, IL 

Pacil Jean 86 4/16/1934—4/21/2020 Naperville, IL 

Pacil Leo 91 4/14/1928—9/14/2019 DeKalb, IL 

Pappas Panagiota 85 2/14/1935—1/21/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Park Everett 80 11/21/1940—12/28/2020 IL; Bulls Gap, TN 

Paszotta Richard 84 May 6, 1936—9/24/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Patterson Elizabeth 86 9/1/1934—1/25/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Patton Beverly 74 3/31/1946—10/30/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Paulsen Alexis 28 9/14/1992—1/18/2021 Clare, IL 

DeKalb County Obituaries 
Sept. 1, 2020-Feb. 28, 2021 (L-Z) 

Source: Daily Chronicle Tributes edition, March 13, 2021; full obituaries at daily-chronicle.com/obituaries 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE  BIRTH—DEATH DATE RESIDED IN    
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Paulsen John 86 6/11/1934—12/31/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Petersen Rachel 25 8/29/1995—9/8/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Phillips William 80 6/24/1940—10/20/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Pinne Ida 97 1/20/1923—1/2/2021 Genoa, IL 

Poliska Evelyn 90 11/28/1929—11/20/2020 Sycamore, Byron, IL 

Powell Randall 71 5/12/1949—11/7/2020 Genoa, IL 

Pugh Frances 67 5/28/1953—11/25/2020 Dansville, MI 
Raih Kevin 66 1/4/1954—10/5/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Rardin Mary 78 4/9/1942—9/27/2020 Somonauk, IL 

Rasmussen Virginia 86 4/4/1934—2/6/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Rauworth Sharon 83 1/1/1937—12/6/2020 Mesa, AZ 

Raziewski Ronald 77 5/3/1943—11/23/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Reams Billie 91 4/23/1929—11/16/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Reardon JoHannah 67 7/20/1953—2/4/2021 Dixon, IL 

Reimer Sheila 82 2/12/1938—8/13/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Rice Margaret 36 5/9/1984—11/14/2020 Waterman, IL 

Richardson Gloria 90 3/3/1930—10/24/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Riffell Janice 88 1/27/1932—10/17/2020 Somonauk, IL 

Riordan Lucille 94 2/28/1926—11/27/2020 Lisle, IL 

Ripley David 88 6/27/1932—12/11/2020 West Bend, WI 
Roach Carolyn 68 3/31/1952—11/23/2020 Kirkland, IL 

Roberts Helen 93 5/11/1927—9/21/2020 Harrisville, IL 

Rockstead Richard 89 1/9/1931—12/3/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Roden Gary 72 6/30/1948—11/12/2020 Madison, WI 
Rodriguez Thomas 69 11/4/1951—10/20/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Roedeske Phyllis 80 7/28/1940—12/27/2020 Houston, MO 

Roesch Connor 26 1/25/1995—2/21/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Roesch Sarah 49 11/30/1971—2/21/2021 Shabbona, IL 

Rogalin Patricia 70 11/24/1949—11/13/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Rogers Mildred 87 6/18/1933—8/28/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Romine Samuel 83 11/21/1937—1/23/2021 Carrollton, TX 

Rompf Marion 96 2/3/1924—8/31/2020 Somonauk, IL 

Roof James 91 1/27/1929—10/15/2020 Rockford, IL 

Rosenberg Robert 64 5/28/1956—11/21/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Rosene Robert 86 4/13/1934—8/22/2020 Wildwood, FL 

Runge Eleanor 96 5/19/1924—9/5/2020 Genoa, IL 

Ryan Hannetore 71 11/23/1949—1/24/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Ryen Jack 84 9/28/1936—12/12/2020 Waterman, IL 

Sabel Linda 66 4/17/1954—9/9/2020 Crystal Lake, IL 

Saghu Inavi — ??—10/16/2020 Roscoe, IL 

Samulowitz David 86 11/13/1934—1/9/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Sanders Ilene 87 8/22/1933—12/21/2020 Maple Park, IL 

Sanders William 79 5/20-1941—10/21/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Sanderson LeRoy 84 11/30/1936—2/9/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Sarich Laura 100 8/29/1920—10/28/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Satterfield Barbara 83 6/22/1937—12/18/2020 Kingston, IL 

Sawyer Beverly 83 4/29/1937—11/6/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Schafer Ralph 81 3/9/1939—11/12/2020 Malta, IL 

Schulz Michael 65 7/12/1955—10/1/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Scidmore Carol 78 7/18/1942—12/4/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Scoughton Jeffrey 58 6/20/1962—1/23/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Scriven Donald 91 6/20/1929—9/5/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Seller Kathleen 75 6/12/1945—12/1/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Sellers Patty 72 2/14/1948—10/1/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Sester Joseph 81 1/16/1939—9/15/2020 Mendota, IL 

Severson Cheryll 70 3/10/1950—2/7/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Shearer William 94 6/24/1926—11/4/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Shroyer Douglas 60 6/9/1960—10/29/2020 Kirkland, IL  

Sisler Marian 94 4/24/1926—1/25/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Skelton Franklin 87 3/16/1933—2/4/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Sorensen Marie 86 1/7/1934—12/16/2020 DeKalb, IL 

DeKalb County Obituaries 
Sept. 1, 2020-Feb. 28, 2021 (L-Z) 

Source: Daily Chronicle Tributes edition, March 13, 2021; full obituaries at daily-chronicle.com/obituaries 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE  BIRTH—DEATH DATE RESIDED IN    
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Spartz Jacob 87 6/13/1933—9/2/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Spencer  George 81 8/30/1939—1/19/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Stanko Daniel 68 6/10/1952—9/25/2020 Sandwich, IL 

Stark Jeffery 32 8/30/1988—9/5/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Stasik Claudette 71 2/12/1949—1/10/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Staurland Harold 85 5/18/1935—1/21/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Stearnes Robert 87 9/11/1932—3/28/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Steinbis Raymond 92 6/20/1928—10/20/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Stellatos Beatrice 98 3/20/1922—12/7/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Stephen Joseph 73 1957—1/27/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Stockwell Dwane 87 4/6/1933—10/31/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Stone John 91 11/28/1929—12/29/2020 Elgin, IL 

Stryker Helen 55 9/25/1965—11/7/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Sulaver Steven 65 11/17/1955—11/29/2020 Cortland, IL 

Sullivan Robert 83 12/24/1937—12/27/2020 Cortland, IL 

Swanberg Kenneth 90 7/13/1930—9/18/2020 Moline, IL 

Swanson Fred  11/2/1929—11/18/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Theis Carolyn 82 12/24/1938—1/4/2021 Maple Park, IL 

Thomas Horace 92 7/14/1928—11/19/2020 Shabbona, IL 

Thomas James — — DeKalb, IL 

Timar Fr. Frank John 88 12/27/1932—9/10/2020 Sycamore, IL; PA 

Tompkins Kurt 65 7/7/1955—11/30/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Torma Jim 92 3/24/1928—12/26/2020 Macomb, IL 

Tsiftillis Thomas 87 8/15/1933—1/23/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Tucker Carma 89 10/22/1931—12/8/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Turner Laura 76 11/12/1943—10/12/2020 Davenport, FL 

Tweed Anita 90 12/19/1929—12/13/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Uhrich Lewis — ??—10/4/2020 Naples, FL 

Valdez Justin — ??—1/31/2021 Iowa City, IA 

VanDuzer Lucile 91 5/26/1929—1/30/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Wagley June 94 2/1/1926—11/17/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Wagner Jennifer 73 7/15/1947—11/29/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Wainwright Douglas 69 4/26/1951—10/29/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Wait George 70 11/19/1950—2/9/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Warber Howard 97 3/15/1923—10/3/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Watson JoAnn 77 3/15/1943—8/19/2020 Genoa, IL 

Weber Norma 91 12/19/1929—12/26/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Weeks Timothy 55 8/14/1965—9/18/2020 Sandwich, IL 

Wells Carol 88 12/23/1932—2/13/2021 Sycamore, IL 

Wells Richard 81 10/10/1939—2/21/2021 Genoa, IL 

Whisenhunt Donald 82 5/16/1938—12/29/2020 Sycamore, IL 

White Betty 91 4/25/1929—9/14/2020 Cortland, IL 

White Robert 92 5/30/1928—12/28/2020 Waterman, IL 

Whitmore Donald 84 3/29/1936—11/28/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Whitney Genevieve 84 7/13/1926—1/6/2021 DeKalb, IL 

Widerberg Donna 78 7/23/1942—8/27/2020 Elgin, IL 

Wiegaretz Norma 91 1/16/1929—12/20/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Wiese Carlton 73 10/13/1946—9/10/2020 Burlington Twp, IL 

Wiggins Jerry 81 6/19/1939—12/28/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Wilson Mark 69 10/15/1951—10/29/2020 DeKalb, IL 

Wolf Marian 90 1/26/1930—12/2/2020 Prnceton, IL 

Wolfenberger Albert 102 10/20/1917—10/14/2020 Sycamore, IL 

Wootton Billy 63 3/30/1957—10/31/2020 Cortland, IL 

Wycoff Leland 86 5/14/1934—11/21/2020 Forrest, IL 

Yates L. 91 12/21/1928—9/28/2020 DeKalb, 
Zbinden Jacqueline 82 10/20/1938—2/8/2021 Waterman, IL 
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Source: Daily Chronicle Tributes edition, March 13, 2021; full obituaries at daily-chronicle.com/obituaries 

LAST NAME FIRST NAME AGE  BIRTH—DEATH DATE RESIDED IN    

Looking for a volunteer to help continue the Obituaries column in Cornsilk. Tasks consist of 
gathering obituaries from local newspapers or online sources and submitting them quarterly. 

The Editor would love to hear from you! 
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 Ward 1 City                     10.00 

 Ward 2 City                   10.00 

 Ward 3 City                     10.00 

 Ward 4 City                     10.00 

 

ALSO: All of the above, plus note cards with sketches of county depots and historic buildings by artist Bob Myers, are 
also available from: Ron Klein’s law office, 2045 Aberdeen Court Suite A, Sycamore, IL 60178,  Mon-Fri 8 a.m.- 5 
p.m.  
Popular titles are also available at Sycamore Antiques, 321 W. State, Sycamore, Wed, Thurs, Sat 10-5:30, Fri. 10–7. 

Membership Form   

 

Date_________________:  New____    Renew____ 

Name(s) __________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ 

City ________________State ____ Zip __________ 

Phone (     ) ________________________________  

E-mail ____________________________________ 

 

All membership levels include Cornsilk: 
Annual Individual/Family Membership $25 ________ 

Annual Libraries/Organizations $25      ________ 

Three-year Membership $65    ________ 

Lifetime Membership $300    ________ 

Amount enclosed                                $ ________ 

Make checks payable and mail to DeKalb County Historical - Genealogical Society  
P.O. Box 295, Sycamore, IL 60178 



 

DeKalb 

DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association  
 www.daaha.org 

 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 

 815-756-8737  
 

DeKalb Area Women’s Center 
http://dekalbareawomens  
center.weebly.com/ 

 E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  

815-758-1351 

 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 

E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org 

815-758-1215 

 

Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 

E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 

815-756-4609 

 

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 
www.gliddenhomestead.org 

Email:  
info@gliddenhomestead.org 

815-756-7904 

 

Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 
http://gurlerhouse.org 

815-758-4897 

 

At NIU 

Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 

815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 

Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 

815-753-1936 

 

Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-

Room School 
www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 

815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 

Regional History Center 
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/
content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Genoa 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  
Homepage.htm 

E-mail: kvhs@atcyber.net 
815-784-5559 

 

Hinckley 

Hinckley Historical Society 

www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com  
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 
@gmail.com 

815-739-4721 (Julie) 
 

Kirkland 

Kirkland Historical Society 

http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 

815-522-6260 

 

Leland 

Leland Historical Society   
Leland Area History Center 
www.lelandhistory.org 

Email: info@lelandhistory.org 

815-495-5547 

 

Malta 

Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm 

815-384-3481 

 

Sandwich 

City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.org 

E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 

815-786-2555 

 

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

815-786-2513 

 

Shabbona 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

https://slrmuseum.com/  
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 

Phone: 815-824-2597 

 

Somonauk 

Olmstead Memorial Museum 

http://themonumentalarchives. 
com/Olmstead_Museum.php 

815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sycamore 

DeKalb County Historical -  
Genealogical Society 

815-895-9424 

 

Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 

 

Joiner History Room 

www.joinerhistoryroom.org 

E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 
@dekalbcounty.org 

815-895-7271 

 

North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 

E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 
org 

 

DeKalb County History Center 
www.dekalbcountyhistory.org 

E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 

815-895-5762 

 

Waterman 

Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   
WatermanSoc.htm 

815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/




Address Service Requested 


