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From the Editor’s Desk… 
 

In September 1899, the Northern Illinois State Nor-

mal School opened and its success was celebrated.  

 

Every minute leading up to that exciting celebra-

tion, the “Crimson Days,” was a moment of harmo-

ny not only between barbed wire barons, but the 

entire county. Committees for this big event includ-

ed residents from Sycamore, Shabbona, Malta, Paw 

Paw, Genoa, Mayfield, Cortland, Sandwich and 

many of the small townships. 

 

Because of this momentous event, one that would 

shape DeKalb County for decades to come, we were 

shown just how powerful a community can be 

when it works together for the greater good. 

 

 

- Jessi Haish LaRue 

 

 

Remaining Cornsilk submission deadlines for 2022: 

November 15 

 

Submit news and stories to jhaish09@gmail.com 
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Learning from the past through Arts in Action 
By Michelle Donahoe 

Arts in Action began in June 2020 with discus-

sions between two local history organizations – 

the Ellwood House Museum and the DeKalb 

County History Center. After listening to conver-

sations about racism in DeKalb County, staff dug 

into their archives with unsettling results. They 

found restrictive covenants governing neighbor-

hoods and cemeteries - separating races not only 

during life, but also in death. Newspapers from 

the 1920s revealed Ku Klux Klan rallies of over 

12,000 people; later articles described decrepit mi-

grant housing infested with insects and rats. The 

archives also contained inspiring accounts of hope 

and perseverance.  

 

Both organizations reflected thoughtfully about 

how to share the contrasting stories and to initiate 

action. Both recognized that they had often por-

trayed history solely from a white perspective. 

The two institutions developed the project Arts in 

Action to convey history meaningfully, support 

artists, and invite analytical discussion. They con-

vened a committee of key stakeholders to ensure 

that the project combining artist commissions and 

local history in an online exhibition would incor-

porate diverse views. 

 

An online exhibit was launched on March 31, 

2022, as part of a Healing Illinois grant. It was 

clear that more work needed to be done and more 

stories needed to be shared. Additional funding 

from Illinois Humanities, DeKalb County Com-

munity Foundation, DeKalb County Mental 

Health Board, and the Juday Family was secured, 

and the project was expanded.  

 

While the original online exhibit is available on 

the new website, createchange.today, over the 

past year additional research was conducted, peo-

ple were interviewed, and historical societies 

throughout the county looked through their col-

lections to increase the narrative to beyond just 

Sycamore and DeKalb. 

 

This website will be updated regularly as addi-

tional information is collected. Please note that 

some of the stories and personal recollections can 

act as triggers. For anyone who needs help with 

processing the information, use the mental health 

resources on the website.  

 

Studying history means thinking critically about 

the world and our place in it. It involves evaluat-

ing many perspectives and figuring out the how 

past events affect our lives today. In doing so, we 

build critical thinking skills that apply to all as-

pects of our lives – and we develop a deeper un-

derstanding of our society and how it came to be. 

And we learn from the past with hopes of a 

brighter future. 
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The Storied History of the Frederick S. Crane House, Part One 
By Steve Bigolin 

A short distance south of the intersection of Air-

port and Barber Greene roads, on the east side of 

Airport Road, at #21218, there stands a most pre-

tentious looking two-story brick farmhouse. The 

land it occupies was acquired by Frederick Stolp 

Crane, a native of New York State, in September 

of 1868. He originally had just under 224 acres, 

later increased to 398 acres, in the area of Cortland 

township 

then known 

as Ohio 

Grove. 

 

Frederick 

Crane was 

brought to 

DuPage 

County, Illi-

nois in a two-

horse wagon 

by his parents 

when he was 

just a lad of 2, 

in 1835. Da-

vid and Cath-

erine W. Stolp 

Crane were from Wayne County, New York. Da-

vid was a farmer by profession, raising his son to 

follow in his footsteps. Upon arriving in DuPage 

County, David acquired the land where Frederick 

grew to manhood. After the death of his father in 

1849, Frederick continued farming in DuPage 

County until 1868. Then, for unknown reasons, he 

chose to relocate to DeKalb County. Before this, 

however, he married Mary A. Bristol of Naper-

ville on December 20, 1855. 

 

The historic Abstract of Title for the farm in 

Cortland Township is 120 pages long, and kept in 

the collections of the Joiner History Room at the 

DeKalb County History Center in Sycamore. Ac-

cording to that document, Frederick Crane pur-

chased 223.95 acres of land from Elias and Almira 

Hartman on September 1, 1868, for $4,643.75 with 

a mortgage. 

 

The 1870 US Census was DeKalb County’s first in 

which the Cranes were listed. Frederick and Mary 

were both said to be 36 years old, and the parents 

of three sons and two daughters, ranging in age 

from 1-13. They had a 26-year-old farmhand, as 

well as an 18-year-old housekeeper in residence 

with them. The census placed a value of $13,625 

on their land and buildings, stating also that they 

enjoyed $2,635 in personal property. 

 

The 1871 Combination Atlas Map of DeKalb 

County, Illinois included a pen and ink sketch of 

the Crane’s home, depicting it as a small two-

story front gabled house of frame construction. 

They would have had to pay a fee in order to in-

clude it in the book. Outbuildings were also illus-

trated. The residence was apparently destroyed 

late in 1879 by fire. 

 

The Sycamore True Republican newspaper of 

March 6, 1880, reported that framing would com-

mence on a new residence in a few days, to cost 

$6,000, an impressive sum to say the least for a 

farmhouse. There was no description given of 

what it would look like, and no architect or con-

tractor’s name mentioned for either who designed 

or built the structure. How long it would take to 

complete was also unknown. 

 

By the time that the 1880 US Census for Cortland 

Township was enumerated on June 16, 1880, all 

five of the Crane children still lived at home, be-

ing from 11 to 23 years old in age. The census did 

not list the name(s) of any farmhands, but the 

Frederick S. Crane 
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three Crane sons were now 20, 22, and 23 years 

old, and no doubt performed the work of running 

the farm in conjunction with 47-year-old Freder-

ick. A 29-year-old housekeeper with a 1-year-old 

daughter was also mentioned, however. 

 

Mary Bristol Crane died July 16, 1887, after a 

lengthy illness from an inflammation of the bow-

els. Her funeral services were held at her home on 

Airport Road, “…attended by a large concourse of 

sorrowing friends and relatives,” who saw her 

laid to rest at Ohio Grove Cemetery, according to 

her obituary on July 17. Frederick remained on the 

farm until 1894. The Daily Chronicle of October 

27, 1894 reported that he had sold his farm of 25 

years to Frederick B. Townsend of Sycamore for 

$21,000. Next he would sell his personal property 

at auction, and then spend the winter in Califor-

nia. 

 

From every indication however, the move to Cali-

fornia proved to be permanent for Frederick 

Crane. He chose to settle at Long Beach, and in 

1896 married Mrs. Melvina Lord, who survived 

him. They variously called three different places 

home, none of which survive today. Frederick al-

so found time for a new career for himself in real 

estate. When contacted for information about his 

life in Long Beach though, sources there were un-

able to provide anything at all. He apparently 

lived a quiet existence, and died from a gall stone 

problem in 1915 at 82 years of age. His body was 

then returned to DeKalb County for burial in Ohio 

Grove Cemetery. 

 

Getting back to the Crane Farm on Airport Road, 

it has been assumed that Frederick Townsend 

chose to buy the property from Crane because of 

the abundance of granite deposits known to exist 

there. Approximately three years later, he pur-

chased a gravel crusher, beginning quarry opera-

tions on a small scale. Granite being much harder 

and also more durable than limestone, it proved 

its worth for road building purposes in particular.  

 

           continues on next page... 
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Over how long a period of time Townsend was 

involved with quarry work here is unknown. It is 

also unknown as to who was then living in the 

Crane house.  

 

Fred Townsend was a grandson of prominent Syc-

amore farmer, landowner and banker Daniel 

Pierce. He was the son-in-law of wealthy Charles 

Boynton, and after 1920 the father-in-law of 

Thomas H. Roberts of Clinton Township and hy-

brid corn fame. He suffered a serious financial re-

versal around 1912, so that by 1917 or so his 

brother-in-law Elmer Boynton and family came to 

be connected with the Airport Road property. 

 

By the time of the 1929 Atlas and Plat Book of 

DeKalb County, Illinois, Townsend’s sister-in-law 

Rose Boynton was identified as owning the Crane 

Farm. Not long after this, her son Elmer Boynton, 

Jr. - Townsend’s nephew - and his wife Lillian 

start being mentioned in the Abstract of Title. 

They eventually took up residence in the Crane 

House, remaining until the late 1940s, when they 

moved to grandfather Charles Boynton’s 1887 

mansion at 307 N. Main St. in Sycamore. Before 

moving to town from Airport Road, however, 

Elmer Jr. and Lillian removed a gray marble fire-

place mantel they liked from the Crane, taking it 

with them. Who next lived at the house on Air-

port Road is unknown, as is how many times it 

might have changed hands prior to 1998. The ab-

stract entries end of June 2, 1959. 

 

Elmer Larson Sand & Gravel entered the picture 

in 1933, during the time of the Boynton’s owner-

ship. The Abstract makes no mention of them 

however. According to a member of the Larson 

family though, they only leased the land, and ini-

tially just excavated sand and gravel from the 

quarries. At one time they had six quarries be-

tween Sycamore and Joliet. In 1998, however, Lar-

sons purchased the Crane house and 300 acres of 

land for $8,500 an acre from the Palm sisters. The 

property was then known as Palm Farm. Who the 

Palms were and when they acquired the place is 

unknown. Elmer Larson LLC retained the house 

and quarries until March 7, 2008, when the busi-

ness was sold after 75 years to Vulcan Materials 

Company of Birmingham, Alabama. 

 

So what then is the story of the Frederick Crane 

House itself? Historic photographs of it exist in 

the collections of the Joiner History Room at the 

DeKalb County History Center, in their Floyd Riz-

tman Collection. These are believed to date from 

the 1930s and 1940s, based on how they depict the 

house and its immediate surroundings. The resi-

dence is very obviously not your average run of 

the mill farmhouse. It is a most striking example 

of late 19th century Italianate-style architecture. 

The style was characterized by buildings of either 

frame or masonry construction, two-stories high, 

basically rectangular in shape, with a low-pitched 

hip roof, wide overhanging eaves, and single or 

paired brackets below the cornice. 

 

The structure rises two full stories above a lime-

stone foundation. Approaching it by driving north 

on Airport Road from Pleasant Street Road, the 

stateliness of the slightly more than 140 year old 

building is especially noteworthy. It really makes 

quite a statement for itself, as it dominates the sur-

rounding countryside. 

 

The closer one gets, the more striking the architec-

ture becomes. The south facade may have been 

intended originally as the best side of the house to 

provide one with a positive first impression of it. 

It is marked by two brick bays — the first polygo-

nal in shape, the second more squarish looking. 

Both are eye-catching configurations. Basement 

windows are located just above ground level. A 

wide cornice band tops the structure, accented 

here and there by small rectangular windows, and 

either single or paired brackets below the wide 

overhanging eaves. The roof is the common Ital-
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ianate low-pitched hip variety, appearing howev-

er not to allow much headroom in the attic be-

cause of how low it sits. At the front corner here is 

a rather diminutive looking scrollwork-style entry 

porch. This seems more than just a bit out of 

place, and not particularly functional, as there is 

no sidewalk or driveway providing access to it, 

the driveway onto the property being a straight 

shot in along the north side of house. 

 

Next into view comes the west-facing front fa-

cade. Like the south side, there is located here a 

two-story polygonal brick bay with incised stone 

lintels and center keystones over the windows. 

The wide overhanging eaves accented with single 

cornice brackets top the facade. In one sense, this 

side of the house seems to cry out for a much 

more distinctive porch than what there is at the 

southwest corner. The impression to some people 

is that the general design of the structure is far 

and away more like that of a city house instead of 

a country house. Yet, of course, in Sycamore itself, 

the many Italianates all sport ornate wraparound 

porches of one type or another. The south, west, 

and north facades are all heavily overgrown by 

shrubbery now, the result of deferred mainte-

nance and neglect. 

 

A historic photograph from the Ritzman Collec-

tion in the Joiner Room archives, shows that at 

some point in time there was an oversized porch 

at the northeast corner of the house. This has been 

said to have once served as the main entrance into 

or out of the home, although based on the design 

of the tiny front porch, this probably replaced a 

farm more decorative original. I have been told by 

farmers I have known over the years, that in the 

country front doors were more for looks than real 

use. The back door was the way to normally come 

and go from a house. Having driven onto the 

Crane property once years ago when it was the 

offices of Elmer Larson Sand & Gravel, I recall see-

ing a two-story wooden stairway at the back, ac-

cessing first and second floor doors. 

 

          To be continued in the next edition of Cornsilk... 
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Memoirs about Old North Grove School 
Project completed in 1985 at Kishwaukee College with former students of the school 

Adapted from Marion Marsh 

Life in the “Swede” or “North Woods,” a section 

northwest of Sycamore was not easy in the 1860s.  

Trees that surrounded some of the fields had to be 

cut down and stumps removed to grow enough 

hay and grain to feed the farmer’s livestock. After 

taking care of their own housing, the hard-

working Swedish people who had settled there 

planned for education of their children.  Schooling 

had been taking place in the homes, but a special 

“house” for this important part of life was needed. 

 

On January 2, 1878, the congregation of the Swe-

dish Lutheran Church voted to build a school-

house which became the central point for the 

“North Woods” community. The schoolhouse, 

still at the same location on Brickville Road three 

miles northwest of Sycamore in the center of this 

Swedish community, was to serve as a parochial 

school and Sunday School, grammar school, social 

hall, and meeting place. The location on a country 

road with the trees shading the ground, and the 

open fields shows the school of the past. It isn’t 

hard to picture neighbors passing the school in 

their horse-drawn carriage and wagons. In the late 

1880s, the farmers might stop to rest their horses 

in the yard and cool themselves and their horses 

with water drawn from George Flink’s well across 

the road.   

 

The plans for the building included solid timbers 

and a stone foundation. It could not cost more 

than $200, even though there were extra costs of 

$11. Lighting was provided by installing two win-

dows on each of three sides; the north, the east, 

and the south. The two windows on the north are 

original. The two on the east have been covered 

by the larger porch that was added later, and the 

two on the south were replaced with a set of four 

windows. These south windows were changed 

when rules about schools said that lighting should 

come more from the left of the students in the 

room. The sun, at times, became too bright and 

too hot, so window shades were installed, two on 

each window. One was pulled up to cover the top 

of the window, and one was pulled down to cover 

the bottom part of the window. The outside of the 

building was covered with wood siding and 

painted white a year later.  The front entry was 

small but had hooks for coats and space for boots.  

That was later replaced with a larger entry hall 

where lunches could be stored and drinking wa-

ter, from their new well, came from the bubbler.  

 

The desks held the children who ranged in age 

from 6 to 13. The one teacher taught all 8 grades in 

the one-room school, using recitation time for 

each grade, with the other children studying on 

their own.  Respect for the others in the room was 

an important rule so that other children could 

work and learn. The recitation bench faced the 

teacher’s desk on the slightly raised platform. The 

black, wood-burning stove also sat on the plat-

form which was only about five inches higher 

than the painted wooden floor. There was a pro-

tective tin shield around the stove to prevent the 

children from touching the sometimes-red-hot 

stove, but it also held back some heat. The little 

children sitting close to the front were much 

warmer than those sitting in the back of the room. 

 

Bathrooms were “his and hers” wooden outhous-

es outside on the back of the lot. They, too, were 

covered with wood siding that had been painted 

white. When teachers drove a carriage to school, a 

small frame structure was built to house the 

horse.  The building was not very wide; actually, 

the horse was led into the building through the 

back door and led out through the front door.  
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There was no room in the building to turn the 

horse around. Later, as teachers began to drive 

cars, a small garage was built next to the road. As 

times changed, the structures around the school-

house change, but the basic building stands. 

 

The “North Woods” people mostly spoke Swe-

dish during the early years, as it was the language 

used in the Lutheran Parochial School held there 

in the time between when it was built and when it 

was bought by the county. The children who 

attended that early school soon learned to speak 

Swedish whether they were German, Irish, Afri-

can, or English. The language used in the school 

changed to English when the DeKalb County 

School System bought the North Grove School on 

May 19, 1880, for $290. The Swedish influence still 

remains and has affected the lives of all who 

attended the grammar school and the Sunday 

School which was held there until 1910.   

 

The school building continued as an active place 

not only for students, but parents of the students. 

Many times, a potluck meal was shared, and 

neighbors were invited to attend. When the school 

was closed and the children bused to town in 

1952, the parents, neighbors, and alumnae didn’t 

want to stop having their neighborhood social 

gatherings in the school. They joined together 

with the North Grove Community Club and had 

meetings in the school with permission from the 

Sycamore School Board. Students who had moved 

to towns and other neighborhoods welcomed this 

chance to be together. It seemed that the school 

building opened its doors and welcomed the ac-

tivities carried on by the community club.  

 

The Community Club maintained the building 

with loving care so that when the DeKalb County 

School District decided to use the school as a re-

source center, the school building was usable.  

Children came to see and feel what it was like to 

have school in the 1800s and early 1900s.  A grade 

school art show was held in the North Grove 

School in the fall for county schools participating 

in the Natural Resources Education. During the 

time of use by the DeKalb County Natural Re-

sources Education-Demonstration Center under 

the direction of Ward Miller, Jr., a repair and reno-

vation project was completed in 1970 with the 

help of neighbors, alumnae, and friends. Funds 

had been received by a grant from Sears Roebuck 

Foundation, DeKalb Agriculture Association 

(Roberts Foundation), and Virgil C. Cook & Sons, 

Inc.  With the help of the DeKalb County Histori-

cal Society and Mrs. Beverly Southern, the North 

Grove School is now listed in the Illinois Directory 

of Historical Buildings. 

 

Pride in their heritage and being grateful for the 

perseverance of their ancestors who build the 

school for education and social life has inspired 

the neighbors and alumnae of North Grove School 

to preserve this central spot of the “North 

Woods.” Many of those involved in trying to keep 

this monument to the past in its original location 

and in its original form have never attended a one

-room school and are “native” to the “North 

Woods.”  The sense of pride, nostalgia, and herit-

age shines like a beacon on the faces of those in-

volved.  The feeling that there are some things in 

this life worth more than money and worth devo-

tion of time and talents has inspired these dedicat-

ed people to work hard for a link to the past to the 

keep their heritage living.  
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“During the first ten days of school the students and faculty rapidly fell into a regular 

pattern of organization until it came time to dedicate the opening of their school. Three 

days were set aside for that purpose — 21-23 September [1899.] These ‘Crimson Days’ as 

they were called, were to have a somewhat carnival nature. The city … had spent months 

with many committees preparing for the occasion. It was to be, as [Isaac] Ellwood said, 

‘the most elaborate…[celebration ever] attempted in northern Illinois.” 

 
- From “Education in Transition, The History of Northern Illinois University,” By Earl W. Hayter 

“Three Crimson Days” 
Celebrating the opening of the Northern Illinois State Normal School in 1899 
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“Something for everybody to remember!” 

Thursday 

September 21 

 
“Main Street was draped and 

festooned with lights. Local 

merchants and manufactur-

ers had decorated booths. A 

street fair with tent shows, 

parades, trapeze performers, 

merry-go-rounds, and vaude-

ville acts was all free to the 

public.  

 

“During the day the Pullman 

Military Band, along with 

other local bands, gave con-

certs, and in the evening 

there was a procession of 

elaborate floats. Uniformed 

equestrians as well as masked 

individuals marched to the 

campus.  

 

“There, under the trees, Mrs. 

Jessie Ray,  

Ellwood’s daughter, was 

crowned Queen of the  

Crimson Days. … A masked 

ball ended the first day.” 

Friday 

September 22 

 
“Friday, ‘Dedication Day,’ was to 

be the climax of the celebration, but 

rain marred the proceedings, taking 

away the color and excitement and 

giving the ‘town a thoroughly  

dilapidated look.’  

 

“The dedication ceremony was held 

inside [the Normal building]… A 

pleasing incident in closing was the 

presentation of a special gift in be-

half of Jacob Haish in the form of an 

expensive cane to all those who 

were instrumental in the founding 

of the school. The canes had a min-

iature picture of the Normal framed 

in gold with the name of the owner 

inscribed...Part of the cane was 

made from Osage orange wood, 

which was used because of its 

thorns, suggested the invention of 

barbed wire, the material that gave 

DeKalb its wealth for the establish-

ment of the normal school. 

 

“At nine o’clock the Queen’s ball 

and the reception for the governor 

… were held in the Normal Audito-

rium with music furnished by the 

Pullman Band and some of the  

professional vocalists.” 

Saturday 

September 23 

 
“By Saturday morning the 

weather had cleared and efforts 

were made to put some of the 

events that were left off Friday 

back on the program. A floral 

parade took place in the after-

noon featuring 20 elaborately 

decorated vehicles in which 

were seated some of the most 

prominent men and women of 

the county. 

 

“At the close, the fireworks were 

touched off on the college 

grounds with a piece that sym-

bolized the ‘Three Crimson 

Days’ and an equally appropri-

ate finale, one called ‘Good 

Night.’ 

 

“At this moment, the people in 

DeKalb could rightfully feel that 

their normal school was legiti-

mate: it had been founded, locat-

ed, constructed and dedicated. 

Now, beginning Monday morn-

ing, 25 September, it was ready 

to commence what some of its 

earliest alumni have  

chosen to call ‘The Twenty Gold-

en Years.’” 

Text  from “Education in Transition, The History of Northern Illinois University,” By Earl W. Hayter 
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DAR General John Stark Chapter celebrates 115 years of service 
Story and photos provided by Deb Davey 

“A Sycamore chapter of the Daughters of the 

American Revolution was organized in Sycamore 

last week at a meeting held at the home of Mrs. 

C.O. Boynton. There were present 30 ladies, all of 

whom became charter members, making a most 

promising beginning for the successful work in 

this community.” This quote is taken from an arti-

cle in the June 26, 1907 True Republican. One hun-

dred and fifteen years later, the General John 

Stark Chapter Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion continues to do successful work in this com-

munity.  

 

The objectives of the National Society Daughters 

of the American Revolution are: Historic Preser-

vation - to perpetuate the memory of the spirit of 

the men and women who achieved American In-

dependence, Education - to promote the develop-

ment of an enlightened public opinion, and Patri-

otism - to foster patriotic citizenship.  

 

The General John Stark Chapter has been very ac-

tive in promoting all three objectives for 115 years. 

In recent years, members have participated in 

Honor Flights and Wreathes Across America 

events. The chapter sponsored the Ohio Grove 

Cemetery in 2021 so that all veterans had a wreath 

placed on their grave. They have transformed 

plastic bags into sleeping mats, known as plarn, 

for homeless veterans, and served breakfast to 

vets on Veterans Day. The chapter has provided 

educational materials to local schools during Con-

stitution Week, which is always September 17-23. 

The chapter provides a scholarship to a graduat-

ing senior each year as well as awards for Good 

Citizens and American History essay contests. A 

donation was given to the DeKalb Rotary to help 

refurbish the Soldiers and Sailors Clock in DeK-

alb. Richard Katz and Diana Shott were awarded 

the Historic Preservation Award, the first one giv-

en in Illinois, on behalf of Resource Bank for their 

efforts to restore and repurpose historic buildings. 

These are just a few examples of the good work 

the General John Stark Chapter is doing in its 

community.  

 

The chapter meets on the first Saturday of each 

month. As has been its tradition, a business meet-

ing is conducted and guest speaker is invited to 

present a program. The chapter has become in-

volved with A Book by Me due to Deb Bowen’s 

presentation. A Book by Me pairs two students 

with a veteran or hero of World War II. The stu-

dents interview the veteran/hero and then write 

and illustrate his or her story, which is then pub-

lished. A local veteran has had his book published 

this year because of the efforts of chapter mem-

bers. Members are working on the stories of two 

local veterans and one hero now.  

 

In early years, meetings were held at members 

homes or in local churches. Meetings sometimes 

included musical presentations by some of the 

members. The chapter hosted the State Regent, 

Debra Ross Coe, in November 2021, and regaled 

her with “Let There be Peace on Earth.” In 1911 
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the membership sent a stinging resolution con-

demning the action of the Chicago school board 

for its efforts to change the national anthem from 

the Star-Spangled Banner. A sundial was present-

ed to the Sycamore Women’s Club in 1914 and 

placed in a park in Sycamore. The chapter contrib-

uted to the planting of 66 trees in Sycamore Park 

in memory of the soldiers and sailors of World 

War I. The chapter helped to raise money for the 

Lincoln Memorial Fund in 1936 and in 1942 they 

assisted in the appeal for canceled stamps to be 

sent to Queens Hospital in London. Along with 

other Illinois chapters, $200 was given to Bacone 

College, an Indian school in Oklahoma, to estab-

lish a scholarship there in 1945. Donations to Ba-

cone College of money, clothing, food, and other 

essentials, continue today.  

 

Chapter membership for 2022 is 85. There are 

more than 1,000,000 members worldwide continu-

ing the legacy of Daughters of the American Rev-

olution. If you are 18 years of age and can prove 

direct lineage to a Revolutionary War patriot, you 

may be eligible for membership. Contact Gen-

eralJohnStarkNSDAR@gmail.com for more infor-

mation. 

After taking a two-year break, Museum Day re-

turns! All DeKalb County history organizations 

are invited to this FREE workshop on October 13 

from 9:00 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. The day will include 

time to network with other museums, a presenta-

tion about the History Center’s collaborative pro-

ject “Arts in Action,” information from Illinois 

Humanities about their resources, and an over-

view of plans for the upcoming 250th Anniversary 

of the United States (in 2026). The Keynote speak-

er will be Carol Summerfield from the History 

Center of Lake Bluff and Lake Forest.  

 

Summerfield strongly believes in museums and 

cultural institutions working together; the mo-

mentum created by collaboration is critical to our 

collective success. During Museum Day, she will 

explore the benefits that are created when cultural 

institutions work together. These types of partner-

ships are not only important for larger organiza-

tions, but she is dedicated to showcasing what 

small museums are capable of becoming. 

 

•  What is capacity building and why is it im-

portant? 

•  How to expand your outreach. 

•  Tips on sharing your community’s story (this 

would include how to include underrepresented 

voices) 

•  Fundraising strategies to accomplish these 

goals 

 

Museum Day is being offered in partnership with 

DCNP. Registration is now open https://

dcnp.org/2022/08/10/museum-day/#!event-

register/2022/10/13/nonprofit-day-2022. Lunch is 

included.  

 

For more information contact Michelle Donahoe 

at michelle@dekalbcountyhistory.org 

DeKalb County’s Museum Day Returns 
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Origins of Our Sleeping Places: West Big Rock Cemetery 
Story and photos provided by Bob Pritchard 

West of the Village of Big Rock in Section 18 of Big 

Rock Township sits a cemetery once called West 

Side Cemetery Association but is now known as 

West Big Rock Cemetery Association. The ceme-

tery has a rich history which can be traced to a 

meeting in the Baptist meeting house at the corner 

of Shaw and Hinckley roads in 1857.  

 

The church was located in the settlement known 

as Blunt, which was relocated to Big Rock in 1858. 

A group of residents met in the meeting house on 

April 20, 1857 to form a committee and acquire 

land for a cemetery. An acre was acquired from 

Thomas Meridith north of U.S. 30 along Big Rock 

Creek.  He was elected president of the cemetery 

board and John Whildin was named vice presi-

dent. To this day, a Whildin has served continual-

ly on the cemetery board of directors. 

 

In 1858 the board voted to purchase an additional 

half acre from John Whildin and the cemetery met 

the needs of the area for a time. When the Chicago 

and Iowa Railroad came through the area in 1871 

just south of the cemetery, the station by Shaw 

Road was named for Blunt. 

 

With casualties from WW1 and the Flu Epidemic 

of 1918, the cemetery board voted to acquire an 

additional acre and a half west of the cemetery 

from Clayton Close and J.B. Whildin which 

brought it to its current size of three acres with 

about 890 memorials. 

 

The board today consists of Keith Fitzgerald, pres-

ident; John Whildin, vice president; Jerry Thomp-

son, secretary; Sue Thompson, treasurer; Lynne 

Paver, sexton; and Lisa Herrmann and Rick Paver, 

members. 

 

The cemetery board has records of its annual 

meetings that extend back to 1857. Most of the 

minutes consist of officer elections, care of the 

cemetery and management of its finances. When 

cemetery lots were sold, the money was divided 

between the general fund and the care or perpetu-

al fund. 

 

The board set strict rules about trees, shrubs and 

stone borders on cemetery lots. In 1935 it had to 

remove a number of shrubs and bushes in viola-

tion of the rules. Drainage was also a problem in 

the cemetery so that several projects were under-

taken over the years to eliminate wet areas. The 

board held several meetings in 1941 about grant-

ing permission for the Northern Illinois Utilities 

Company to construct poles and electric line on 

the east edge of the cemetery. Permission was fi-

nally granted when the company agreed to only 

trim trees with the board’s approval. 

 

Mowing the grass in the cemetery is one of its big-

gest expenses. At first, lot owners were expected 

to maintain the grass around their monuments 

but later, annual contributions were assessed to 

help with the mowing cost. The assessments were 

ended in 1948, and the board bought a power 

mower. More recently, an individual is hired to 

mow and is paid to provide his own mowers.   
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At the 1955 annual meeting, the cemetery associa-

tion realized that it had nearly exhausted its treas-

ury. Maintenance costs were much higher than in 

previous years. A special meeting was called for 

May 29 but “miserable weather” according to the 

minutes, forced the meeting to be postponed until 

July 10.  

 

The secretary sent letters inviting anyone who 

might be interested in the future of the cemetery 

to attend the meeting. Between 50 and 60 people 

attended the meeting in the school auditorium. 

Attorney Fred Dean of Aurora explained the cem-

etery law to the audience and options for transfer-

ring ownership of the cemetery to the township if 

private funds could not be raised to continue cem-

etery operations. A lively discussion followed 

with those speaking not wanting to give up ceme-

tery ownership. The meeting chairman appointed 

Edna Evans to chair efforts to raise funds and 

enough donations were collected to continue op-

erations. The fund balance improved in subse-

quent years due to estate gifts and cemetery 

friends. 

 

The building in the cemetery that had been used 

for storage was repaired in 1949 but had outlived 

its usefulness by 1980 and was removed in 1983.  

The board considered an offer from a family in 

1995 to help pay for various cemetery improve-

ments including a paved driveway, wider gate 

openings and a new well pump. They declined 

the offer and set out to make only modest im-

provement. The friends of West Big Rock Ceme-

tery Association seemed intent on keeping it oper-

ating and in private control.  

 

Big Rock Township has two other cemeteries 

which could no longer operate under private 

ownership and were transferred to township re-

sponsibility in 2019. Big Rock Welsh Cemetery 

located south of Big Rock on Rhodes Street was 

founded around 1865 by the Welsh Congregation-

al Church. Fowler Grove Cemetery on Granart 

Road was founded in 1886 by the Fowler Family. 

At this time, both cemeteries are near capacity, 

and the purchase of any remaining gravesites is 

limited to township residents and immediate fam-

ilies of individuals interred there.  
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MUSEUM 

CORNER 

featuring 

upcoming events & news 
from area museums and archives 

 

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com 

Brown Bag/Local Lore: Pumpkin Fest 

and Historic Homes Tour 
October 6, 12-1:30 PM 

DeKalb County History Center 

 

 

Leland Cemetery Walk 
October 8, 2 PM 
The second annual Leland Cemetery Walk will 

be held at the Leland Cemetery, which is cele-

brating its 150th anniversary. LelandHistory.org 

 

 

Guided Walking Tour: West State Street 
October 9, 1-2:30 PM 

West State Street, Sycamore 

Tour the architecture and local history of West 

State Street with Steve Bigolin. $5 per person. 

 

 

His Land is Our Land: Glidden  

Homestead fundraiser 
October 15, 5:30-9 PM 

Hopkins Park Terrace Room, DeKalb 

Support the Glidden Homestead at its annual 

fundraiser. Dinner catered by Country Store & 

Catering, and musical entertainment by Jim 

Kanas. Tickets are $40 per person, $75 for two 

tickets, or a table of 8 for $300, and can be pur-

chased by calling 815-756-7904 or visiting the mu-

seum Sundays 12-4 PM. 

 

 

North Grove School Association  

Open House 
October 29, 10 AM—2 PM 

26745 Brickville Road, Sycamore 

Stop by for a free tour! 

 

 

Pumpkin Fest Historic Homes Tour 
October 29, 10 AM—5 PM 

Sycamore 

$20 per person, visit dekalbcountyhistory.org to 

learn more. 

 

 

Brown Bag/Local Lore: Black Oral  

History Project 
November 3, 12-1:30 PM 

Ellwood House Museum 

With Dr. Stanley Arnold and Drew VanderCreek.  

 

 

Airport Road’s Crane House 
November 13, 2 PM 

Glidden Homestead Welcome Center, DeKalb 

Steve Bigolin will present his research on Airport 

Road’s Crane House. GliddenHomestead.org 

 

 

Brown Bag/Local Lore: Picture Postcards 
December 1, 12 PM  

Virtual only, dekalbcountyhistory.org 

Katherine Hamilton-Smith will present. 



 
DeKalb 
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association  
 www.daaha.org 
 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 
 815-756-8737  
 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

http://dekalbareawomens  
center.weebly.com/ 

 E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:  
info@gliddenhomestead.org 
815-756-7904 

 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

http://gurlerhouse.org 
815-758-4897 

 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

https://library.niu.edu/ulib/
content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779 

 
Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  
Homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com  
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 
@gmail.com 
815-761-4058 (Bob) 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 
815-522-6260 
 

Leland 
Leland Historical Society   
Leland Area History Center 
www.lelandhistory.org 
Email: info@lelandhistory.org 
815-495-4457 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm 
815-384-3481 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.org 
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

815-786-2513 
 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

https://slrmuseum.com/  
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
 
 
Somonauk 

Olmstead Memorial Museum 
http://themonumentalarchives. 
com/Olmstead_Museum.php 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 
Sycamore 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

www.joinerhistoryroom.org 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 
@dekalbcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 
North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 
org 

 
DeKalb County History Center 

www.dekalbcountyhistory.org 
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/
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