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From the Editor’s Desk… 
 

I have always believed that there’s a history lover in 

everyone. You just have to find that “thing” — that 

special story that sparks your interest.  

 

For me, it was two-fold. 

 

My dad sparked the interest when I was in 

elementary school. He showed me a family tree that 

was created by a distant relative, Jeff Marshall. He 

told me that my fourth great uncle was Jacob Haish, 

and said that if I had been born a boy, my name 

would have been Jacob. “Why?!”  

 

My father introduced me to local history and told 

me all about my barbed wire baron ancestor; he 

showed me the book From Oxen to Jets, which has an 

iconic photo of Jacob Haish’s mansion. I wanted to 

see the home, but my dad told me it had been 

demolished in the 1960s. I was crushed. But we 

pushed on and took a tour of the Ellwood House. 

There, I was able to learn more not only about Isaac 

Ellwood, but about Haish’s involvement in the city, 

such as his contributions to the library and hospital. 

My dad also drove me to the location where Haish’s 

mansion once stood. I  felt this immediate 

connection to someone I could never meet, yet that 

connection was enough to get my feet wet and pull 

me into this vast world of history. 

 

The other event that drove my history passion? My 

fifth-grade teacher who said to the class: “girls don’t 

like history.” 

 

- Jessi Haish LaRue 
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Marjorie Helen Erwin was born November 6, 

1914, in Tampico, Illinois, to Lowell Ernest Erwin 

and Philiberta Augusta (Young) Erwin. She lived 

most of her life in Sandwich and Yorkville areas. 

 

In 1919, when Marjorie was four years old, her 

mother required many hours of bed-rest following 

a serious heart attack. Mrs. Erwin needed Marjo-

rie’s help about the house caring for a three-year-

old brother and new baby sister. On Christmas 

Day, her parents gave her this very large doll-

house. Her father had made the house and her 

mother had decorated and furnished it, working 

in the attic nights after the children had gone to 

bed. They said it was a gift in appreciation of her 

help to her mother with the house, and she treas-

ured it because of the loving care that went into its 

making. 

 

Mrs. Erwin exhibited the house at the Sandwich 

Fair in 1922, and articles about it appeared in the 

local papers. One article titled “Doll House 

Attracts Attention,” called the house “the most 

attractive thing on exhibition in the Horticultural 

Building at the fair grounds … it not only claimed 

the attention of the children, but grown people as 

well marveled at its completeness and crowds of 

people were enthusiastic in their praise and admi-

ration.” 

 

In 1942, Marjorie decided to modernize the doll-

house, picking up new furnishings for it, and piec-

es came from several states. In 1956, after the birth 

of four sons and the passing of her mother, Marjo-

rie finished refurnishing it.  

 

The dollhouse survived many moves and was en-

joyed by Marjorie and several little girls for many 

years. When Marjorie died in 1972, her husband, 

John Bender, and sons John, Harold, David and 

Richard, presented the dollhouse to the Stone Mill 

Museum for others to enjoy.  

 

The Stone Mill Museum in Sandwich reopens for 

the season in April, open Sundays 1-4 pm. 

Showpiece Dollhouse Preserved for Generations 
By Sandwich Historical Society 
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A Man and His Horse: The Story of Two Local War Heroes 
Story and photos provided by Shawn Rogers 

Silas Dexter “Deck” Wesson was born in 1839, in 

Chautauqua County, New York. He was the only 

surviving child of James and Sybil Wesson. His 

father, James W. Wesson, was a native of Virginia, 

and his grandfather James Wesson, who fought in 

the War of 1812, was killed in the battle of Platts-

burg. The James W. Wesson family travelled west 

to DeKalb County in 1846, making the journey 

with teams of oxen and covered wagons. James 

Wesson travelled to the DeKalb County seat on 

horseback to purchase the land, and the Wessons 

established their farm in 1849. The Wessons con-

tinue to farm the land to this day.  

 

Young Silas grew up on the farm, attended the 

local one-room school and was no stranger to the 

strenuous farm work known to many during the 

early days on the prairie. He was raised on the 

family farm, living in a small log cabin in his 

childhood days, and assisted in the work of claim-

ing the wild Illinois prairie and converting it into 

workable, useable farmland. He helped to break 

the prairie sod with teams of oxen. He also spoke 

with Shabbona, a Potawatomi Indian Chief. Silas 

lived here during the development of the rail-

roads in DeKalb County, during which he wit-

nessed much of the early growth in the area. He 

remained at home until he joined the army. 

 

Four months after the attack on Ft. Sumter, Silas, 

along with about 25 other Victor Township men,  

answered the call to service. He enlisted in Au-

gust of 1861, and his military service began with 

Company K, Eighth Regiment, Illinois Cavalry. 

This regiment was organized in St. Charles, Illi-

nois, and he was mustered in on September 18, 

1861. When he joined the army, he started a diary 

that he would update throughout his service. On 

that September day, he wrote his first entry.   

 

9/18/1861: “Standing today in the street in front of 

the ’Burchard House’ in St. Charles, Illinois, we 

raised our right hands and promised to serve and 

defend the United States against all her enemies 

whatsoever for three years unless sooner dis-

charged, SO HELP ME GOD” We are soldiers 

now, all ready for Dixie. The war will be ended 

before we get there if we don’t move a little faster. 

We have been in camp nearly a month.”   

 

Prior to his enlistment, Silas had been dating Mag-

dalen “Maggie” 

Suydam, whom he 

referred to her as his 

“Doxie girl.” Sadly, 

the reason for the 

nickname has been 

lost to time. The 

Suydam Church 

(northeast of Le-

land), bears her fam-

ily name to this day. In 1865, while home on leave, 

Silas gave Maggie two volumes of The Poetical 

Works by John Greenleaf Whittier, along with two 

plaster bookends showing a seated man and lady. 

One bears the inscription “Victor, 1865 Dear Mag-

gie, accept these little volumes as a testimonial of 

my love and esteem. From DW.” After the war, 

they were married and had 11 children.  

 

Generally speaking, his regiment participated in 

numerous important engagements in advance of 

the Army of the Potomac from Williamsburg to 

Appomattox. Specifically, his regiment was there 

when the first shots were fired at the Seven Day’s 

battle in front of Richmond, including the general 

advance on Manassas in General Sumner's divi-

sion, Antietam, and were at Gettysburg when the 

first shots were fired. 
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On October 29, 1861, Si-

las writes in his diary, 

"Marched down Pennsyl-

vania Avenue by the 

White House. We halted 

and gave three cheers. 

Someone came to the 

door- Swung his long 

arm at us, made a bow. It 

was Old Abe. Oh Dear! 

He is so homely." 

Some of the entries in his 

diary detail what was 

going through his mind 

concerning the events he 

was witnessing. On No-

vember 1, 1864, he writes: 

"The country is desolate. 

War is a terrible thing. I 

pity the people who are trying to live here, they 

are robbed by friend and foe." 

 

Silas re-enlists on January 1, 1864. His entry on 

April 15, 1865: "Last night 'Boots and Saddles' 

sounded (a cavalry bugle call for mounted drill or 

formation) We are marching west. It is said Lin-

coln was killed. I don't believe it.” 

 

On April 16, he writes: "It is true Lincoln is killed. 

Marching East now, going into Maryland." 

The next day he writes: "Still hunting for Booth. 

We found his boot at Dr. Mudd's. We took the 

Doctor in. Booth is hiding somewhere but he will 

be found."  

 

The Cavalry put out a call for horses in 1861. They 

would need 1,200 horses for the 8th Illinois caval-

ry regiment that could be trained for service. Sad-

ly, of the 1200 horses acquired and trained, only 

12 survived. At some point during the war, Silas 

was assigned a horse that he would call "Old 

Charley." He had been ridden by many cavalry-

men, including three from Victor Township, most 

recently by Simon Suydam. When the war ended, 

Silas purchased Charley from the government for 

ninety dollars and brought him back to the family 

farm in Victor Township, DeKalb County. 

 

Charley had quite a career in the military. He was 

ridden in many battles, including Gettysburg, and 

he was also involved in the hunt for John Wilkes 

Booth. He was wounded twice, shot through the 

nose at Naperville, Virginia, and left for dead on 

the battlefield. Although he was badly wounded, 

he managed to get up and regain his footing. Re-

markably, he was able follow his rider, Simon 

Suydam, back to camp. Later in the war, he was 

wounded again at the Battle of Beverly Ford, 

where he was shot in the front leg. The bullet re-

mained in his leg for about 90 days, then it was 

removed by David Hunt, a veterinary surgeon, 

oddly enough, from Somonauk.  

 

Once healed and ready yet again for service, 

Suydam continued riding Charley until he com-

pleted his enlistment. After that, Charley became 

Silas's mount, and he rode him until the end of the 

war. 
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On July 21, 1865, Silas wrote: "Paid off in Gold 

Option bonds. Am going home tomorrow and 

‘Old Charley’ is going with me. We have fought 

together, and we go home together." 

 

In the early 1870s, Silas moved to Kansas and 

takes Charley with him. At some point, the horse 

was “run off by a tramp.” When Silas learned of 

Charley's whereabouts, the horse was 40 miles 

from home. Silas left immediately to bring him 

back home. It truly was a special bond between a 

man and his horse. 

 

Silas brought him home to Leland. They remained 

together until Charley passed away in 1885. He 

was buried in the field behind the barn and a 

small plate with his name and dates was placed 

on the barn. After a number of years, the small 

plate became faded and practically unreadable. 

 

An article in the Sycamore True Republican refer-

ences Charley: "A Victor man writes to the Sand-

wich Argus, the life of Old Charley: a horse who 

was sold to the Cavalry in 1861 at seven years of 

age and ridden through the war by Simon 

Suydam and S.D. Wesson. He was badly wound-

ed twice, has worked hard ever since and now his 

owner thinks he ought to apply for a pension." 

 

To my knowledge, Charley never received a pen-

sion, but in 2012, the DeKalb County Historical- 

Genealogical Society honored Charley with a 

plaque during a ceremony on May 19, 2012. It was 

truly a celebration of "Old Charley, the War 

Horse." Nearly 100 people witnessed the unveil-

ing, including many family members, local histo-

rians, and members of the E.F. Dutton Sons of the 

Union Veterans Camp No. 49. It was a well-

deserved honor for a special horse. The new 

plaque, now mounted on the Wesson barn that 

dates back to 1849, replaced the small, faded plate 

that was placed on the barn many years ago. 

 

After the war, Silas became very involved in com-

munity affairs. He was on a committee to develop 

a plan to erect a war memorial. The committee 

would eventually recommend a monument hon-

oring the 2,338 people from DeKalb County that 

served in the Civil War. Thanks to their efforts, 

the 50-foot-tall monument on the courthouse lawn 

in Sycamore was dedicated June 24, 1897.  

 

For many years, he was the president of the "Old 

Settlers" club. These reunions were attended by 

the settlers of DeKalb, Kane, Lee and LaSalle 

Counties. They celebrated annually with a picnic 

at Pritchard's Grove, south of Waterman. 

 

Some of Silas's other noteworthy involvements 

include being a member of the Farmers Elevator 

of Leland, Vice President of the DeKalb County 

Farmers Institute, and Secretary of the Farmers 

Mutual Insurance Company of Victor Township. 

Through the years he had served as Victor Town-

ship clerk, supervisor, and assessor. For 24 years 

he was the Justice of the Peace, a judicial officer 

that performs marriage ceremonies, certifies docu-

ments, and issues summonses. 

 

As he was no stranger to politics, he also served as 

a delegate to numerous state and county conven-

tions and was a member of the DeKalb County 

Board of Supervisors for many years. 

 

Silas lived a full life and impacted others through 

his selfless commitment to community. It's said 

that if a teacher was needed, he taught, if a 

preacher was needed, he preached, if a speaker 

was needed, he spoke. He also drove the stage-

coach, including stops at Little Rock, Illinois. 

 

I'd like to thank Silas’s great granddaughter, Pam 

Wynne. Without her patient assistance, this story 

may not have happened. Her commitment to her 

family and keeping history alive was obvious in 

her cooperation. 
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North Grove School Ready for Winter and Many Years to Come 
Story and photos provided by Jane Dargatz 

You know how you gussy up your house for the 

holidays? Not only decorating, but getting excep-

tionally clean, maybe attending to projects begun 

but not finished? Well, Old North Grove School is 

doing that, too! We are so grateful for our donors 

over the last three years who have enabled us to 

do some renovations to the exterior of our little 

schoolhouse. At age 145, it’s showing its age, and 

it needed specialized renovation to bring back its 

glory. 

 

Two years ago, all the windows were replaced 

with period glass, brought back to full function, 

and painted to last. This year, having been on our 

experts’ waiting list, the house is being painted 

top to bottom and its cornices and trim are being 

restored. We are grateful for Mulligan Restoration 

out of Rockford and their expertise. At deadline, 

the work was in progress, but by the time you are 

reading this, it will be beautiful and sealed up 

well to withstand the Midwest winter. 

 

We are also grateful for the hard work of Warren 

Flink and his Boy Scout troop. His Eagle Project 

was to clean out the brush under and around the 

fences, scrape and then repaint all the fences. Un-

der Warren’s leadership, not only did they do 

that, but they straightened the fences and prepped 

the outhouses and the shed for painting, too. Far 

beyond the scope of his original proposal! NGSA 

is most grateful. Warren’s family farm is in its 

fifth generation of farmers. It predated North 

Grove School; they provided the water and 

helped dig the well for the school when it opened 

in 1878. 

 

Part of history is maintaining tradition and dwell-

ings as the two examples above. Another part of 

history is sharing special times with others. NGSA 

opened its doors Pumpkin Fest weekend and on 

December 2 for an Old-Fashioned Christmas. This 

is a long-standing tradition for the school. If you 

missed us this year, please join us next year!  
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Editor’s Note: Robert and Susan Kauffman, of 

Kauffman Turkey Farms in Waterman, are retir-

ing and the local longtime family establishment 

will be closing soon. The Kauffman family gra-

ciously shared this Ho-Ka history with us, written 

by Lois Kauffman (Robert’s mother and Howard’s 

wife.) 
 

The first turkeys were grown on the Kauffman 

family farm in 1933. The 300 birds were grown by 

young Howard Kauffman much to the disapprov-

al of his family and friends. The turkeys were 

slaughtered in the basement of the farm house 

that year, and stored there until sold. 

 

As the business gradually grew and propsered, 

the slaughtering was moved to the present build-

ing, which was gradually expanded to its present 

size. 

 

Howard called his turkeys Ho-Ka, from the first 

two letters of his first and last name. Originally it 

was pronounced okay, the H  being silent. How-

ever most customers pronounced it hoka, so ra-

ther than disagree with them, we have changed to 

the hoka pronunciation. 

 

Howard Kauffman died in 1978 at the age 68, sur-

vived by his wife, Lois, and a son, Robert, who 

was l7 at the time of Howard's death. The Kauff-

man family still owns and operates the farm, with 

employees that were trained by Howard. 

 

The farm now grows approximately 100,000 tur-

keys each year, and grows nearly 400 acres of corn 

to feed to the birds. The most important part of 

the business is producing  35,000 fresh turkeys for 

Thanksgiving and 25,000 for Christmas. These are 

premium quality turkeys that are sold through 

independent butcher shops. HO-KA turkeys are 

not usually sold in supermarkets because the 

large stores try to sell a large volume at a slightly 

lower price, and therefore are not as interested in 

high-quality turkeys. 

 

The independent meat markets are in the business 

of providing higher-quality meat and personal-

ized service to the customer, so this is where the 

HO-KA bird is handled. Turkeys are also sold re-

tail here on the farm. 

 

Many people drive out from the city just before 

the holidays to pick up a fresh bird and also to go 

outside to see the live turkeys and perhaps hear 

the big tom turkeys gobble. The other large mar-

ket for holiday turkeys is with companies that use 

them for Christmas or Thanksgiving gifts to 

employees or customers. This is probably the fast-

est growing segment of this business during the 

Christmas season. 

 

The HO-KA turkey is different from regular tur-

Recollections of the Beloved Local Turkey Farm 
By Lois Kauffman, date unknown 
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keys for several of the following reasons. The 

poults (baby turkeys) are brought here at one day 

of age, so everything is controlled by our people 

from day one until they are boxed and sold. By 

national standards, this is a very small turkey 

farm, so we are able to give the poults more atten-

tion and care during their entire growing period. 

The turkeys are herded to the slaughtering plant 

on foot, which greatly reduces stress on the birds, 

as opposed to being stuffed into cages and 

bounced around in a truck for several hours as 

they are going to the large slaughtering plants. 

Each bird is inspected for wholesomeness by a 

U.S.D.A. inspector as well as our own quality con-

trol people. Most of the key people in the slaugh-

ter operation are local housewives, many who 

have been here for years. They take quite a lot of 

pride in putting out a very good product. HO-KA 

turkeys are never injected with any material of 

any kind. 

 

A good, well-finished bird doesn't need any bast-

ing injected into the meat. The birds are stored 

right here on the farm in our specially built refrig-

erated rooms until they are sold. 

 

For a more detailed look at how the birds are 

raised here on the HO-KA farm, we will start with 

preparations for arrival of the poults. They are all 

started in buildings that have been swept clean of 

all dirt and dust. The buildings are then washed 

and sprayed with disinfectant before new litter is 

spread on the floor. For litter, we use about 4 inch-

es of ground, dried corn cobs that we purchase 

from a local seed corn grower. Each building has 

stoves, with a hover attached, that are suspended 

from the ceiling of the building. There, stoves are 

lowered to about eighteen inches above the litter 

and a short wire fence is put around each two 

stoves, and small feeders and waterers are placed 

inside this ring. The stove is set for 95° right under 

the center of the stove. The room temperature 

then is controlled by the exhaust fans pulling air 

through the building. We usually try to maintain 

a room temperature of about 80°. 

 

Ordinarily about 500 to 600 poults are placed in 

each ring of two stoves. In the summer when most 

of this brooding is done, the poults have heat for 

at least two weeks all of the time, and then for the 

next week ·or two they have it only at night. Usu-

ally by three or four weeks they are completely 

feathered and don't need any  more heat. The wire 
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ring is removed at seven to ten days so the poults 

can move out and around the entire building. 

They are each allowed one square foot for the ear-

ly brooding period.  

 

Removing half of the top beak and two of the in-

side toe nails is done at the hatchery before arrival 

at the farm. These tasks were done at ten days of 

age here on the farm, until the last few years when 

it was decided it would be more sanitary to have 

it done there. The reason for de-beaking and de-

toeing is to prevent injury to each other when the 

birds fight or are scared. The poults are also sexed 

at the hatchery so that we can raise the males and 

females separately. The feed requirements are 

quite different between the males and females so 

this makes it necessary to grow them in different 

flocks. It takes a little more than three pounds of 

feed to grow one pound of turkey. 

 

At about seven weeks of age the birds are each 

caught and vaccinated. At this time they are 

hauled to larger growing facilities. Some are 

moved to fields to grow, where each 600 birds is 

given one acre of pasture. We have found that 

birds slaughtered in November grow faster and 

with less problems out on the fields or ranges. 

However, birds slaughtered after Thanksgiving, 

due to harsher weather, grow better inside build-

ings. Birds that are moved to buildings to grow 

are given three to five square feet of floor space 

for the grow-out period.  

 

Feed for the turkeys is made in our mill located in 

Waterman. Corn is the primary ingredient in the 

feed. We buy a commercial concentrate that is 

high in soybean oilmeal with added vitamins and 

minerals. This is mixed with ground corn that has 

been grown here on the farm. The beginning ra-

tion has thirty percent protein, but as the birds get 

older, the amount of concentrate is gradually low-

ered so that we finish with a ration containing fif-

teen percent protein.  

The corn is grown on the farm and hauled to town 

at harvest time, where it is dried and stored until 

needed. 

 

The birds are vaccinated at seven weeks of age 

and have some preventive medications in their 

feed during some of the critical growing periods, 

particularly when  they are very young.  
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There is no routine feeding of 

antibiotics for growth promo-

tion, and all medications are 

used only when necessary and 

then they are used sparingly. 

We have found that there is 

little need for medications if 

good sanitation and good hus-

bandry practices are followed. 

 

Our poults are purchased from 

the Cuddy hatchery in Ohio. 

They are from Nicholas breed-

ing stock, which is the largest 

primary breeder in the world. It 

is a large broad-breasted white-

feathered bird. 

 

This turkey has most of the 

same genetics of the old famil-

iar bronze-colored turkey, but 

with white feathers. The white 

feathers are a thicker feather, so 

they give the turkey more pro-

tection from the weather than 

the bronze colored feather. 

 

Sometimes when the feathers 

were removed from the bronze 

bird, some coloring would re-

main on the skin, giving a poor appearance, so the 

white feather became more popular. The other 

phase of the HO-KA farm is the cut-up and fur-

ther processing. Each year after Christmas the re-

maining turkeys are slaughtered and cut into their 

various parts for restaurants and for our retail 

customers.   

 

The most popular products are the raw breast and 

the raw rolled and tied roast, which is approxi-

mately two-thirds breast meat and one-third thigh 

meat rolled together with seasonings placed in the 

center. Some birds are frozen whole for sale dur-

ing the season when there are no fresh birds avail-

able. The HO-KA farm also produces its own 

smoked whole birds and smoked breasts, which 

are lightly smoked, very juicy products. 

 

The Kauffman Turkey Farm plans to keep provid-

ing the Chicagoland area with the very best quali-

ty fresh whole turkeys and other turkey products 

for many years. 
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A building still commonly known by many as the 

McCabe's Tavern building sits at 323 East Lincoln 

Highway. Historically, however, it was the Com-

mercial Trust & Savings Bank, constructed in 

1902. Edward F. Shellaberger of 329 South Fourth 

Street was responsible for having it erected. 

Shellaberger owned the DeKalb Fence Company, 

located on the far east end of Locust Street. 

 

Prior to 323 being put up where it stands, there 

were two small wooden structures on that proper-

ty, visible in photographs from the early 1890s. 

The taller one sported an Old-West style false 

front. This false front gave it a bit more of a pre-

tentious street facade than it would otherwise 

have had. Both buildings may well have dated 

from the early days of DeKalb in or around 1853. 

Shellaberger's new building certainly changed the 

lay of the land. 

 

The earliest known photograph of the Commer-

cial Building, as 323 East Lincoln quickly came to 

be called, appeared in the 1905 Standard Atlas of 

DeKalb County, Illinois. The next oldest was in a 

promotional pamphlet by the DeKalb Chamber of 

Commerce, titled DeKalb, published in 1913. The 

street facade stood three floors to a front-gabled 

roof containing a trio of porthole-like windows. 

The distinctive two-story stone arch was flanked 

at ground level by tall display windows, each 

serving one of the first floor businesses. On the 

west wide was E. F. Shellaberger's Commercial 

Trust & Savings Bank, namesake of the building, 

of which Shellaberger was president. To reach its 

entrance, one had to walk under the arch. The 

door accessing the stairs to the second floor was 

also located here. The business on the east side 

was Sheets & Knodle Hardware, which moved to 

this larger space from the DeKalb National Bank 

Block at 

South Sec-

ond and 

East Lin-

coln. The 

hardware's 

entrance 

was at the 

east front 

corner of 

323, adja-

cent to 333 

next door. 

 

Two-story 

fluted pilas-

ters with Ionic-style capitals at the top of each are 

still present on the building. Centered above the 

arch is an Egyptian-revival style cartouche, con-

taining the bank's initials - CTSB. Flanking the 

arch at the second floor are pairs of small double-

hung windows, only partially occupying the 

space of the larger originals. The second floor con-

tained professional offices historically, one of 

which was E. F. Shellaberger's own. 

 

The third floor front wall and the back and side 

walls were brick, with elaborate stonework 

around the front windows. This detail spoke to 

the Renaissance-Revival nature of the building as 

a whole. Below the cornice of the front roof are 

decorative stone brackets. The third floor was 

originally home to the Independent Order of Odd 

Fellows, a 19th century mens' secret society, of 

which Mr. Shellaberger was a member. I have 

been told that during Prohibition Days in the 

1920s this became a speakeasy. Commercial Trust 

& Savings Bank merged with the original First 

National Bank owned by the Ellwoods, of barbed 

Contemplating the Commercial Trust Building History 
By Stephen Bigolin 
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wire fame, in 1912. 

 

By sometime in the 1930s, the ground floor of 323 

East Lincoln came to be occupied by the Innova-

tion Restaurant, which installed a large marquee 

extending out from the top of the arch. On the 

south side of the 300 block, in a smaller storefront, 

was its chief competitor, the Aggravation Restau-

rant. Both eateries are said to have had their own 

loyal customers. 

 

Bimrose Furniture was at 323 for many years, and 

sponsored a large advertisement in the Daily 

Chronicle's eight-section special supplement for 

DeKalb's Centennial in June of 1956. Next came 

Wayman's Ace Hardware. When Wayman's 

moved from downtown in the early 1970s, the 

next business at 323 was McCabe's Tavern, which 

for many years was a very popular night spot. 

The entire second floor saw its one-time assort-

ment of offices converted into apartments.  The 

historic ground floor windows were extensively 

covered over, being replaced on both sides of the 

facade by pairs of small square windows.  

 

At this same time, the original second floor win-

dow openings were greatly in-filled and partially 

replaced by pairs of rectangular windows in the 

front apartments overlooking the street. The trim 

surrounding the porthole windows was painted 

an eye-catching yellow. Subsequently, the ground 

floor windows were restored to their original pro-

portions. 

 

Since approximately 1997, the ground floor of 323 

has been empty, and the Goering Family, the 
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structure's longtime owners, has had 

"FOR SALE" signs posted, not only on 

323 but also on the one-time Andy's 

Tavern to the west, and McCabe's 

package liquor store at neighboring 

333 East Lincoln. 

 

When the City of DeKalb announced 

plans in 2020 to abandon the 50+ year 

old Municipal Building at 200 South 

Fourth Street due to the multi-million 

dollar renovations it required and re-

locate to the former First National 

Bank building, a thought entered my 

mind. Wouldn't 323 East Lincoln make 

a better new City Hall? Yes, but also 

no for many reasons. One sixty four 

East Lincoln was in need of far fewer 

physical improvements than 200 

South Fourth. The park district, dur-

ing their nearly 20 years of ownership, 

had addressed the problem of handi-

capped accessibility to the second 

floor, with the rear addition contain-

ing an elevator and wide modern 

stairway. Just $269,000 worth of im-

provements were necessary at 164, 

which also had greater access to both on-street 

parking and city parking lots.  

 

On the other hand, 323 East Lincoln, while much 

larger than 164, had its own set of physical prob-

lems: HVAC issues, asbestos, no handicapped ac-

cess to the upper floors, and assorted interior re-

pair needs, just to name a few. Any or all of these 

would likely have cost big bucks to correct. It is 

possible that the old IOOF lodge hall on the third 

floor might have made a good new City Council 

Chambers, something that was lacking at 164, but 

first of all, it would have required an elevator to 

reach it. Also, what was its physical condition 

like? And, while the third floor is as long as the 

first and second floors, what size was that space? 

And, furthermore, is all of third floor just that? 

A woman I knew years ago, who worked at 323 

when ACE Hardware was there, told me the his-

toric structure was in need of loads of work, espe-

cially in the basement, at the time Wayman's relo-

cated to Sycamore Road. 

 

Will 323 East Lincoln and its companion buildings 

ever undergo some form of adaptive re-use? Old 

St. Mary's Hospital has sat idle for more than 30 

years, with various plans to revitalize it unsuc-

cessful. The huge, corner building at 323 has such 

a commanding presence. Were it to be demol-

ished, its loss would alter the lay of the land 

downtown today, just as when it was constructed 

in 1902. 



Cornsilk            

DeKalb County History Center                  winter 2023, vol. 42 no. 4 

13 

Sycamore’s “Easy Picker” 
Patent No. 888,229 Patented May 19, 1908 by Andrew Elmberg 
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Help Us Harvest History 
By Michelle Donahoe 

The “History Harvest” is coming to your commu-

nity! This project, with a generous grant from Me-

ta, will help document stories connected to the 

DeKalb County History Center’s upcoming exhib-

it “Food: Gathering Around the Table.”  

 

The “Food” exhibit is a great opportunity to hear 

and learn from everyone in DeKalb County. Peo-

ple often believe they do not live important lives, 

but it is ordinary experiences where people find 

they have the most in common – and food is 

something that definitely brings people together! 

 

The History Center is in the process of coordinat-

ing with local libraries and historical societies to 

schedule times to travel throughout the county 

and gather memories about food. The public is 

being asked to bring photos, recipes, and other 

documents to be scanned. There will be an oppor-

tunity to share stories 

that could be included in 

a video. If you have an 

object such as a Jell-o 

mold, cookie press, or ice 

delivery sign, the History Center would be inter-

ested in discussing a possible loan for the exhibit.  

 

Not sure what you could contribute? Exhibit 

themes include hunting and gathering; planting 

and harvesting; buying local; regional favorites; 

food festivals; food insecurity; technology changes 

(canning, refrigeration, ovens, etc); eating out; 

learning to cook; and hospitality.  

 

Want to schedule a visit with your group? Send an 

email to info@dekalbcountyhistory.org or call 815-

895-5762 and ask for Michelle. Save the date – the 

exhibit opens on June 1, 2024.  

Snapshot: Kishwaukee Airport 
By Rob Glover 

The Kishwaukee Airport 

was located on Colton-

ville Road just southwest 

of the Kishwaukee River 

bridge.  

 

The airport was incorpo-

rated in September of 

1945 for the purposes of 

"operating a flying field, 

to rent and sell planes and accessories, to conduct 

a flying school, to do aerial photography and ad-

vertising, and to transport passengers and freight 

by plane." With hangars and triangular runways, 

it covered 110 acres. The airport proved to be 

"limited in size and the field was subject to floods 

from the adjoining Kishwaukee River." 

By 1951, the corporation moved to DeKalb when 

the city granted them the lease of the municipal 

airport on Pleasant Street. The city allowed Kish-

waukee Airport's contract to expire February 1, 

1957, and a new management structure of the air-

port was organized. 

mailto:info@dekalbcountyhistory.org
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Safe-Cracking Opens More Questions 
Story and photo provided by Anna Marie Coveny 

What's in that safe? What is the combination? 

Who installed that safe? When did they do it? 

And why? 

 

At least we can answer the Where? It's at the DeK-

alb Area Women's Center, 1021 State Street in 

DeKalb's Finntown. Inside the side entrance of the 

1917 Majakka Temperance Society Hall there is a 

box office that houses a 28" x 23 1/4" x 22" tumbler 

safe with a dial and a handle on the door; very 

difficult to read are identifying markers with a list 

of dates 1871-1882 from Cincin. O.  

 

Founders of DAWC were intrigued from the time 

that Howard Eychaner, the previous building 

owner, sat on the office floor with an ear against 

the door, listening carefully as he turned the dial. 

He didn't know the combination. He owned the 

"East End" building from 1949 until 1994 when the 

newly formed DeKalb Area Women's Center 

moved in to begin cleaning and improving 

"Rooms of Her Own." 

 

Fast forward to flood recovery and mitigation of 

2022 through 2023. In order for the waterproofing 

company to reach the cement floor with their jack-

hammers, a construction company had to remove 

sections of the hardwood floor. And there it was -- 

a second safe, just as huge as the above-the-floor 

safe. We knew it existed because of the loose floor 

tile, but had no idea of its size. 

 

Might it have been part of the immigrant experi-

ence to not use the stranger's bank? The Finnish-

speaking members of the Temperance Society 

may have felt security in using their organiza-

tion's safes for money for the hall and for sending 

back home. Are there any written records? 

 

On the cement floor 

near the safe were 

two coins: one, a 

1945 war nickel and 

a 1942 Bicentennial 

Quarter - bicenten-

nial of George 

Washington's birth!  

 

This under-the-floor 

safe provided some 

information on the metal plaque attached to the 

hinged handle. "It takes two DIFFERENT KEYS to 

open this CASH PROTECTOR ONLY ONE of the 

KEYS is on the PREMISES the other is in the pos-

session of BRINKS EXPRESS COMPANY The 

Cash Protector Co. Chicago, Ill., U. S. A." The han-

dle lifts up to reveal two different sized key holes. 

There is a second metal plaque attached to the 

hinged flap that lifts up for deposits into the safe. 

It has the same information with the addition of a 

logo in the shape of a shield with the name TU-KE 

and a picture of two crossed keys and the words 

CASH PROTECTOR in a smaller size.  

 

Anna Marie Coveny and Elena Haliczer co-

chaired a unique fun(d)raising event, "The DAWC 

Great Safe Cracking Challenge," where the public 

was invited to try opening either or both safes on 

October 21. A website provided information on 

the contest complete with a live feed of the safe-

cracking attempts (unsuccessful), screening of 

movies on heists, and experiments with lock pick-

ing kits (successful). The site was careful to in-

clude a regulation of "no explosives!" 

 

As DAWC continues historic preservation, they-

would welcome assistance in the ongoing search 

for answers. DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
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MUSEUM 

CORNER 

featuring 

upcoming events & news 
from area museums and archives 

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi Haish LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 

 

Arts in Action programming 

DeKalb County Community Foundation 

“Alice’s Ordinary People” movie to be shown at 

1 p.m. on Saturday, February 10. Panel discussion 

with the director and local residents who partici-

pated in the Civil Rights Movement. In partner-

ship with the Sycamore Public Library and fund-

ed by the DeKalb County Community Mental 

Health Board. 

 

Brown Bag/Local Lore 

February 1 at noon 

Location and topic to be determined. DeKalb 

County History Center in partnership with 

Ellwood House Museum. 

 

Glidden Homestead’s Soup-er Sundays 

921 W. Lincoln Highway, DeKalb 

Soup-er Sunday programming returns this win-

ter to the Glidden Homestead on the first and 

third Sundays during January, February and 

March. Complimentary soup is included with 

admission to programs on carnival glass history, 

the use of railroads during World War II, Ameri-

can farm horses,  John Bet-a-Million Gates, Jacob 

Haish buildings, and more. $5 admission, free for 

Homestead members. Visit GliddenHome-

stead.org or Glidden’s Facebook page for more. 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking for something to do this  

winter? Volunteer Opportunities  

As posted in museum newsletters: 
 

Hinckley Historical Society: 

Greet visitors at the museum, organize pictures 

and index them, update local obituaries index, 

museum housekeeping, index property abstracts, 

add material to website, write for the newsletter 

and more. Contact hinckleyhistoricalsocie-

ty@gmail.com or call 815-761-4058 

 

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society: 

Updating the website, taking pictures of down-

town businesses, housekeeping, greet visitors at 

the museum, fundraising, organizing events, 

writing newsletter articles and more. Contact 

kvhsmuseum@gmail.com or call 815-784-5559 

 

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Historical Museum: 

Greet visitors at the museum, make changes to 

Find-a-Grave, help with exhibits, housekeeping, 

fundraising, organize one-room school ledgers, 

organize and catalog photos of artifacts. Contact 

slrmuseum@gmail.com or 815-824-2597 

 

Glidden Homestead & Historical Center: 

The Homestead is hosting Barb City’s Barbed Wire 

Weekend, a slate of community events in Septem-

ber 2024 to celebrate the 150th anniversary of Jo-

seph Glidden’s barbed wire patent. Seeking peo-

ple to assist on committees for the Wire Show, 

historic sites bus tour, and community outreach. 

Contact 815-756-7904 or jes-

si@gliddenhomestead.org  



DeKalb 
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage 
Association  
 www.daaha.org 
 E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com 
 815-756-8737  
 
DeKalb Area Women’s Center 

http://dekalbareawomens  
center.weebly.com/ 

 E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com  
815-758-1351 
 

Egyptian Theater 
www.egyptiantheatre.org 
E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org 
815-758-1215 

 
Ellwood House Museum 

www.ellwoodhouse.org 
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org 
815-756-4609 

 
Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center 

www.gliddenhomestead.org 
Email:  
jessi@gliddenhomestead.org 
815-756-7904 

 
Gurler House & Heritage Assn. 

http://gurlerhouse.org 
815-758-4897 

 
 
At NIU 
Anthropology Museum 

www.niu.edu/anthro_museum 
815-753-0230/815-753-0246 

 
Art Museum 

www.niu.edu/artmuseum 
815-753-1936 

 
Blackwell History of Education  
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School 

www.cedu.niu.edu/blackwell 
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu 
815-753-1236/815-753-1241 

 
Regional History Center 

https://library.niu.edu/ulib/
content/collections/rhc/
index.shtml ; 815-753-1779 
 

Genoa 
Kishwaukee Valley Heritage  
Society & Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_  
Homepage.htm 
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com 
815-784-5559 

 
Hinckley 
Hinckley Historical Society 

www.HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com  
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety 
@gmail.com 
815-761-4058 (Bob) 

 
Kirkland 
Kirkland Historical Society 

http://kirklandhistoricalsociety.com 
815-522-6260 
 

Leland 
Leland Historical Society   
Leland Area History Center 
www.lelandhistory.org 
Email: info@lelandhistory.org 
815-495-4457 
 
Malta 
Malta Historical & Genealogical  
Society & Museum 

http://www.villageofmalta.net/
maltahistorcialsociety.htm 
815-384-3481 

 
Sandwich 
City Hall and Opera House 

www.sandwichoperahouse.org 
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk. 
com 
815-786-2555 

 
Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich  
Historical Society 

815-786-2513 
 
Shabbona 
Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum 

https://slrmuseum.com/  
E-mail: slrmuseum@gmail.com 
Phone: 815-824-2597 

 
 
 
Somonauk 

Olmstead Memorial Museum 
http://themonumentalarchives. 
com/Olmstead_Museum.php 
815-498-2417/815-228-1474 

 
Sycamore 
Family History Center at LDS 
Church 

815-895-0702 
 
Joiner History Room 

www.joinerhistoryroom.org 
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom 
@dekalbcounty.org 
815-895-7271 

 

North Grove School & North Grove 
School Assn. 

www.northgroveschool.org 
E-mail: info@northgroveschool. 
org 

 
DeKalb County History Center 

www.dekalbcountyhistory.org 
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org 
815-895-5762 

 
Waterman 
Waterman Area Heritage Society & 
Museum 

www.dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/   
WatermanSoc.htm 
815-756-4030/815-264-7717 

 

DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,  
Archive & Cultural Center Resources 

mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
https://library.niu.edu/ulib/content/collections/rhc/index.shtml
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
https://slrmuseum.com/


The Kauffmans of Ho-Ka Turkey Farm are retiring, leaving a legacy of holiday memories for many. | Photo by Jessi Haish LaRue 

1730 N. Main St. 
Sycamore, IL 60178 


