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“May the memory of those who made
the supreme sacrifice live forever in
the hearts of the people”
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From the Editor's Desk...

My husband, Chris, and I enjoy playing tourists in
the towns that surround us here in DeKalb County.

We recently spent a day exploring Plano. We started
with a visit to the Plano Historical Society, a
museum sharing the town’s story since 2022, but
with hopes to expand soon. There, we learned more
about the famed Reaper and picked up a copy of
Better than the Reaper: Plano’s Harvest History by local
author Jeanne Valentine (there’s a children’s version
as well!).

We also learned about Plano Molding Company,
the first manufacturer of plastic tackle boxes. Chris,
a fisherman, then took us to the Plano Outlet Store
to peruse some of their products.

Walking around downtown Plano, we noticed
many references to “Smallville,” and it turns out the
Man of Steel movie was filmed here about a decade
ago.

This quick but enjoyable day in Plano spurred our
interest in more history, so last month we
participated in La Salle County’s “Whole Nine
Yards Tour.” We purchased a museum passport for
$1 and had our choice of nine museums throughout
the weekend. We took one day and visited the
Westclox Museum, Norsk Museum, and two
historic mansions: Hegeler Carus and Reddick. We
loved hearing the stories of the movers and shakers
of towns just outside of our backyard.

Where would you go if you had just one day to play
tourist?
- Jessi Haish LaRue

Cornsilk is published by the DeKalb County History Center in the months of March, June, September, and Decem-
ber. Deadlines for submissions are February 15, May 15, August 15 and November 15. Send submissions to: Jessi
LaRue, Cornsilk, 1730 N. Main St., Sycamore, lllinois 60178; or jhaish09@gmail.com

All photos are courtesy of DeKalb County History Center Archives unless otherwise stated. Images cannot
be reproduced without permission from the DeKalb County History Center.
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane
Story and photo provided by Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society

Blaine Gorham, from King-
ston, remembers a town of
200 people, where you knew
everybody.

If you got into trouble, it
would quickly get back to
your parents. He was the last
of six children, with 10 years
between him and his next
brother, so his childhood was
almost like that of an only
child.

The Gorhams had electricity
and running water, but not
hot water. The inside bath-
room was only for winter use;
otherwise it was a trip to the
outhouse.

A wood-coal stove in the living room provided
heat, and the wood-coal stove in the kitchen was
for cooking. Mom did most of the cooking, but
dad got up and fixed a breakfast of pancakes and
oatmeal every morning.

Everything was homegrown and homemade, and
mom made bread once a week. The family could
hunt close to home, and Blaine got his first shot-
gun when he was 10 years old. During the winter,
they ate the meat they got, and in summer, fishing
supplied bluegills, crappies, and sunfish. They
had a huge garden, and mom canned everything.

Every spring, a box of peeping chicks was deliv-
ered at the post office, and they would clip one
wing so the birds couldn’t fly over the fence. Even
though they had a refrigerator, the neighbors had
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iceboxes, and the ice man would chip off chunks
of ice as a summer treat for the kids.

Blaine remembers the train wreck at Five Points
around 1950, when cars loaded with sheep skins
tumbled off the tracks.

Dad sold household and farm products, and was
also the “candy man,” handing out penny candy
to the kids. Kingston was a K-12 school at the
time, and the most fun was climbing the fire es-
cape chute from the bottom up to the second floor.
The janitor was Mr. Peter Bradford, and he would
often look the other way and let the kids have
their fun.

Pictured: Ben Awe delivering ice from one of
three ice houses in the region. Ice was taken out of
the Kishwaukee River during the winter.
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Legacy Farms: Bark Family Farm
Story and photos provided by Bob Pritchard

We need to travel to Lincolnshire, England to
begin the story of the Bark Family Farm in South-
ern Squaw Grove Township. Adventurous Herd-

man Bark e
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was born
after the turn
of the 19th

22, decided
to seek his
future in the ™
United States. Soon after landing in New York, he
met Luiana Holcomb, who would become his wife
a year later. The couple raised eight children be-
fore leaving New York in 1847 for Illinois. They
settled in northern LaSalle County where Herd-
man bought land and farmed.

Herdman’s older sons, George and William, ex-
panded the farming operation to northern So-
monauk/Sandwich Township and by 1855 owned
land in Sections 2, 3, 10 and 11. Herdman also
bought land in the township from two military
veterans in 1853, but quickly sold the land and
instead built a house near George’s homestead on
West Sandwich Road. George also bought 40 acres
in Squaw Grove Township Section 34 in 1870,
which is the subject of this story.

George’s son Frank lived on the Squaw Grove
farmstead and expanded the operations to 240
acres by 1889. He married Florence Patterson in
1878 and they raised five children. He built a large
barn in 1892 and laid three miles of field tile by
1903. The Hinckley Review reported that Frank had
a streak of bad luck beginning in 1911, when one
of his valuable horses was struck by lightning, 17
sheep were killed by dogs a year later, and then
he fell 18 feet in 1915. Also, some thieves stole a

team of horses from his barn
in 1918, but their trail went
cold east of Sugar Grove. The
resilient farmer is shown in
his beaver skin top hat.

His son George was married
to Christine Johnson in 1912
and they lived in the large
farmhouse while Frank and
Florence lived in the smaller
house. George and Christine had two sons, Wil-
bur and Wayne, who helped with the horses,
dairy, sheep, hogs and chickens. George liked to
be involved in the community and farm organiza-
tions.

When the DeKalb County Soil Improvement As-
sociation formed in 1912, George and his father,
Frank, became charter members of the organiza-
tion. As the organization grew, in 1926 it changed
its name to the DeKalb County Farm Bureau.
George was elected to the Hinckley school board
in 1931, a position his son Wayne would hold sev-
eral decades later. George was also elected vice-
president of the Farm Bureau in 1933 and served
as the organization’s seventh president from 1946-
1950.

He was able
to devote so
much time to
the growing
organization
because sons
Wilbur
(shown on
their 1937 tractor) and Wayne were busy farming
at home. Wilbur went on to work at one of the

Farm Bureau companies until he died suddenly at
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age 25, leaving his wife and two small children,
Richard Bark and Joan Bark Hardekopf.

Wayne married Margaret Duffy in 1942 and they
lived in the small house that his grandfather had
occupied. The couple had four children; Barbara,
Elaine, Allen, and Gerald. The farm operation ex-
panded to 320 acres in the 1960s and Wayne
raised chickens, cattle, and hogs. He expanded the
chicken egg-laying flock to around 1300 birds that
laid 700 to 800 eggs a day.

When Allen enlisted in the military service after
high school, Wayne cut back the chicken business
and built a cattle shed to feed more than 300 head
per year. George would continue to help with the
farming and collecting the eggs.

When Allen returned from the service in 1975,
and Gerry returned from college in 1976, Allen
focused on raising the cattle while Gerry raised
the hogs. Allen married Diane Ritzman in 1977
and they would raise three children: Brian, Kris-
tin, and Andrew on the farm.

The family continued the farming operation until
Allen and Wayne decided to quit active farming
in 2005.

Allen’s daughter Kristen and husband, Andy, op-
erated the farm from 2007 to 2021, and then her
brothers, Brian and Andrew, took over farming
the land that has been in the family for more than
150 years. Allen’s siblings Barb Raymond, Elaine
Pospishl, and Gerry Bark also continue to own
part of the Bark homestead.

DeKalb County History Center
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Barbed Wire Weekend to Commemorate 150 Years
Story and image provided by J.F. Glidden Homestead & Historical Center

In 1874, DeKalb farmer Joseph F. Glidden re-
ceived a patent for a fencing wire that would
come to be known as “The Winner,” regarded for
its toughness and ingenuity, at a time when
affordable, effective fencing was a desperate need.

Here at the Homestead, 150 years later, we are
still celebrating him, and working to preserve this
place and its history, which helped to shape the
nation. When you visit the Homestead, you are
able to walk where Mr. Glidden once took strides:
strides around his farmland and strides of innova-
tion. Standing in the home and barn, you sense
the spirit of an entrepreneur, as you remember it
was here that he first played with hairpins
("borrowed" from his dear wife, Lucinda) and
thoughtfully cranked a grindstone to create
barbed wire.

Today, the Glidden Homestead is an emerging
living-history museum where hard work, innova-
tive thought, and generosity of those who brought
us into the 21st century are celebrated.

You can tour the historic home, built in 1861 by
DeKalb carpenter Jacob Haish, and made of bricks
locally sourced of clay from the banks of the Kish-
waukee River. It was here that Glidden found the
need to create fencing to keep a pesky cow named
Brindle out of his wife's gardens. See the unique
brick barn, built circa 1870, which was home to
Percheron horses and became the first barbed
wire factory in the world. From that moment,
barbed wire changed DeKalb and would trans-
form the nation.

September 27-29, we will commemorate the 150th
anniversary of Glidden’s “The Winner” patent
with Barb City’s Barbed Wire Weekend. Barbed

Greatest Invention of the Age !
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Patented Nov. 24, 18742,

tested by thousands of farmers, and all
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wire collectors from across the nation will visit us
in DeKalb (some call DeKalb their “Mecca”) as we
celebrate the barbed wire story and the history of
DeKalb. This event will be hosted at the historic
Altgeld Hall on the campus of Northern Illinois
University. This location is special as it is part of
Glidden's farmland donation for a college, and
near the location where Joseph Glidden, Jacob
Haish and Isaac Ellwood viewed a primitive fenc-
ing exhibit by Henry Rose of Waterman, which
inspired all three men to improve upon it... which
led to DeKalb becoming "Barb City."

This event will be fun for history buffs, and any-
one interested in the impact of barbed wire on ag-
riculture, industry, and society. Visitors can ex-
pect exhibits, demonstrations, and very impres-
sive barbed wire collections (from various inven-
tors) showcasing the evolution and importance of
barbed wire over the years. Other activities in-
clude a fundraiser dinner and a historic Barbed
Wire Sites Bus Tour. We hope you can join us dur-
ing this very special year.

DeKalb County History Center
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Sandwich-Adams Corn Sheller
Story and image provided by Shawn Rogers
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A Sandwich-Adams Corn Sheller featured on the front page of the May 1, 1896, Homestead out of Des
Moines. By the 1890s, corn became the primary grain grown in many Northwestern states, replacing the
ever precarious wheat crops. Sandwich Manufacturing was carefully following the changing require-
ments of corn-producing states and was ready with machinery fully suited to the needs and require-
ments of these farmers. They had branch houses in key locations in many states, stocked and ready to
supply the growing demand for reliable equipment. By the 1890s, Sandwich had been making the cele-
brated Sandwich-Adams shellers with unparalleled success.
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Time Ticks On for Historic DeKalb Clock
By Stephen J. Bigolin

For more than 100 years now, a fixture of note in
downtown DeKalb has been the Soldiers & Sailors
Memorial Clock. Its current location in Memorial
Park at North First Street and East Lincoln High-
way is the fourth place where the ornamental
timepiece has stood since being dedicated on Sun-
day, February 13, 1921.

The clock was intended to serve as a memorial to
those young men from DeKalb who saw action in
World War I. The $2,950 original cost was raised
as a project of "The Soldiers and Sailors Relief So-
ciety." The 79-foot-high clock was manufactured
by the E. Howard & Company of Boston, a then
well-known outdoor ornamental clockmaker.

Dedication of the clock took place at approximate-
ly 2:30 p.m. on Sunday, with prominent Chicago-
an Harry Atwood being the keynote speaker at
the ceremony. A surviving historical photograph
of the event depicts the throng of people who
jammed the area around Third Street and Lincoln
Highway. That picture has appeared before in the
Daily Chronicle and originals of it surfaced dur-
ing the restoration effort in 1996 and it has been
preserved.

Before too long, concerns were raised over the lo-
cation of the clock. Although not actually in the
intersection of Lincoln Highway and North Third
Street, but just slightly north on Third, the clock
came to be viewed as a hazard to traffic.

The straw that broke the camel's back, so to speak,
came in the form of an accident in 1929. Five-year-
old Margaret Benson was injured when her moth-
er's car was knocked into the clock by another car.
Longtime residents have said the clock played no

part in the little girl being hurt, yet people blamed

il
it anyway. § DEDICATION OF
The time
i MEMORIAL CLOCK
had come § i o3 . )
I8 At the First M. E. Church, Sunday, February 13, 192|
to move g 2:30 PM.
the clock é Star Spangled Banner Choir and congregation |
elsewhere. § o ks o el sl e e i |
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thre' the perilous fight,
'Ei o ;‘er the L:n:;wxdu lwe w?vdi;d ‘x""ﬁ #0 galantly sireaming?
I v Eomod 1M b Bight Bt Gir kg tse Sl e !
B op, et BeRien i g ki .
The dECl- @ O'¢r the land of the Free ind the home of the hravey _—
Slon was F On the uhnvr};'u;nly ,le‘:n |'l‘m>’h|l-e mi;u uldﬂxla dewp,
E 'here 1! fxe‘- ughty host in dread silence repones, |
' Aty bows ool bl o |
made to | o8 ) Tl s e .
5 "Tis the star spangled banner: Oh, long may it wave
take the B O'er the fand of the fres and the home of the brave l
Invocation Rev. F. M. Webster |
clock out ?
Solo - “The Old Guard” (Rodner) Vere Goodyear
Of the Address Harry F. Atwood ’
{]
street and ! Battle Hymn of the Republic Choir and congregation i‘
move it B ey e s e o Syt |
g He l':;?h l°l°?.°- tbea’chnllefu’rhglxnn;-'e' ..:h his t‘zrrigle':‘wif‘:‘ .wo'.'i Sl t:
up OntO :] = s an.“' muh nng-::‘ ] ‘
ve seen Him in the watch.fires of 2 hundred circling camps:
the side- T T T ;
Y mwia g on.
walk. The S
bl Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! Glory! Glory! Hallelujah?
north Side 3 Glory! Glory! Hallgluzah! His truth is marching an.
of the 200 h March to the Clock, led by the DeKalb Military Band.
blOCk Of 5 America . Choir and audience
East Li | o et band of liberty |
ast Lin- | L hess . fathers &
1 . h 3 hnni::fn?eh‘:hp&lgrim{m ;:xd
CO n ng — LQ‘ h;:r;mc:t::'ny'l‘nuummn svde 3
way was % Placing the Box in the Base of the Clock
! Presentation of the Clock to the
chosen as % American Legion Dr. B. Barrett Evans
its new Star Spangled Banner Choir and audience
home at % Benediction Rev. W. R. Yard
4
the curb

in front of 237. It remained there until moved
again in the early 1980s, this time to the curb by
251/255 East Lincoln Highway.

Meanwhile, years of poor maintenance had taken
its toll on the clock. It is remembered as having a
patriotic color scheme of red, white and blue at
one point, then plain white with a little color on
the shields around the clock faces. World War 11
veteran Don Schoo joined the DeKalb Police De-
partment in 1947 and recalled one of his duties on
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the force was to wind the clock once a week, using
a key similar to one for a jail cell lock.

In the early 1990s, the Village of Waterman raised
$13,700 to restore their 1919 Wiltberger Memorial
Clock, also by E. Howard & Company. DeKalb
officials then decided that if little Waterman could
restore its town clock, DeKalb needed to follow
suit. Mayor Greg Sparrow made the City of DeK-
alb Landmark Commission responsible for raising
money to pay for the work, as he did not want to
have to use any city money for the project. Kallal's
Sheet Metal Shop estimated the cost to be $16,500.
A $20,000 goal was set just in case unforeseen ex-
penses turned up and to cover ongoing mainte-
nance needs.

Twenty-one special clock-shaped donation jars
were designed and distributed to downtown
stores and other locations around town in March
of 1994 as fundraising got underway. The Down-
town DeKalb Association joined with the Land-
mark Commission in the restoration effort, having
raised $622.00 previously on its own, as they had
adopted the clock as their symbol.
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By late April of 1994 $1,500 was in hand; $5,000 by
the end of August; $10,000 by January 1995 and
$13,000 by the time work was set to begin. This
left $3,500 to be provided by the City. The fund-
raising drive had inched along slowly over a peri-
od of two years.

As discussions progressed on restoring the clock,
it was decided to move it to a more prominent
location downtown. The city had long been eye-
ing redevelopment of the northeast corner of First
Street and East Lincoln Highway where a gas sta-
tion stood since at least 1915 into the early 1990s.
Once the Illinois Environmental Protection Agen-
cy said there was no soil contamination problem,
the city and park district proceeded to enter into a
governmental agreement to create a park there,
and to move the clock to the corner.

The new park was to be called Memorial Park and
the clock was to be its center of attention. The par-
ties involved agreed not to unnecessarily clutter
the property with things— in particular, no stand-
ard park district gazebo. Bids for the clock restora-
tion were solicited starting in February 1996, with

DeKalb County History Center
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Kallal's of DeKalb awarded the job. In late June
dismantling of the clock began, with rededication
planned for Veteran's Day, on the eleventh day of
the eleventh month at the eleventh hour. Mayor
Greg Sparrow and DeKalb's foremost World War
IT veteran, Don Schoo, both spoke at the ceremo-

ny.

Subsequent to the clock being located in Memorial
Park, a group of limestone fragments salvaged
from the 1906 DeKalb Post Office, where the park-
ing lot of Walgreen's now is, were placed in the
park. In the summer of 1999, the NIU Art Muse-
um undertook painting the DeKalb Community
Mural, "Its Merits Recommend It," on the west
wall of the old DeKalb Chronicle building over-
looking the clock and park. In May of 2002, DON-
NA the tank was moved to the park from East
Lincoln Highway near the Fourth Street railroad
crossing.

Time marches on and well before 2021 the Sol-
diers & Sailors Memorial Clock was again in need
of extensive restoration work. Back in 1996, the
DeKalb Landmark Commission had failed to
reach its $20,000 fundraising goal, so there was no
money for ongoing maintenance as had been
hoped. Enter the DeKalb Rotary Club.

Like the clock, Rotary first appeared on the local
scene in 1921 and the group now announced its
intention to adopt the century old clock as its cen-
tennial project. Their objective was not only to
spruce up the clock's physical appearance but,
more importantly, to put the historic timepiece
back in good working order. Time for yet another
fundraising drive.

The greater DeKalb community rose to the occa-
sion once again. Unlike the effort in 1996, though,
no city money proved necessary this time around.
All the money needed came from interested per-
sons or groups: $12,000 in all. The internal mecha-

nism was new as well as state-of-the-art.

One note to the 1996 restoration is worth mention-
ing. A donation was received from Margaret Ben-
son Diedrich of California. Now in her early 70s,
she was the injured five-year-old from 1929. She
included a note indicating she harbored no ill feel-
ings toward the clock for the old incident.

DeKalb County History Center
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Lunchtime at the One-Room School
By Jane Dargatz, North Grove School Association

When you were school-aged, did you have a
lunch pail? It's somewhat of a generic term for a
lunch box, but its roots go back to the one-room
school and rural life.

Students in a one-room school took their lunches
(on their long, sometimes two-mile walk) to
school. Lunches were always homemade with
food grown and made on the farm. Everything
was re-purposed to save money, so the lunch
“pail” was literally a pail! It might have been an

empty lard can or a can from Karo syrup, but with &

its handle and lid, it made a great way to
transport lunch from the farm to school.

Students were given an entire hour for lunch,
which included recess. As often as possible, they
ate lunch outside the one-room schoolhouse, and
the older students supervised the younger stu-
dents. Any chores needed for the schoolhouse had
to be done before play, but most students ate as
quickly as possible so they could play!

Typical lunches were peanut butter and jelly or
just jelly sandwiches, usually on homemade bread
or biscuits, then wrapped in waxed paper. Special
treats would be a piece of fruit, a hard-boiled egg,
a pickle or maybe a cookie or piece of cake.

Lunch in the winter might have been a baked po-
tato, cooked in the stove at school, or soup made
on Fridays with ingredients the students brought
from home and combined in a big pot. Mom liked
sending food that could warm on the school wood
stove before lunch, which provided her darling
with a warm belly. Like today, kids enjoyed trad-
ing food. Oddly enough, and unlike today, store-
bought cookies or something not found at home
were the greatest trades to make!

The North Grove School Association is excited to

join the DeKalb County History Center in its
“Food” Smithsonian exhibit coming this summer.
We will have open hours for tours, and our exhib-
it at the schoolhouse will align with the theme
“Land of Plenty” and will include a history of
school lunches, not just at a one-room school, but
as lunch programs developed in the United States
and in our area. Home Cooking is another sub-
content area with the Smithsonian exhibit. This
relates well to our exhibit, as school lunches in a
one-room school were always homemade.

We look forward to seeing many visitors to our
updated display area of the schoolhouse, which
will also feature an exhibit on the Henry Beard
family. This is a family that settled in Sycamore
after the Civil War, and Henry and his wife were
both freed slaves. They raised 14 children that
attended North Grove school!

Pictured: This group, circa 1910, found a spot
along the Kishwaukee River to unpack their lunch
and enjoy the outdoors.
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Mother of Pearl Buttons
Story and photos provided by Joan Hardekopf

Did you ever wonder about the origin of "pearl”
buttons? Living close to the Fox River, it is an in-
terest to me. Before plastic buttons, clam shells
and mussels were the source of pearl buttons.

Around the turn of the century (early 1890s), there
was a boom of button making going on near riv-
ers, such as the Illinois, Fox and Mississippi Riv-
ers. Muscatine, lowa, was the largest manufactur-
er of freshwater pearl buttons in the world, each
year producing more than 1.5 million pearl
buttons.

Back in Grandma's day, most of the buttons on the
market were made from the shells of Midwestern
freshwater mussels. Mussels were harvested by
the bucket load and boatload during the summer
months. Entrepreneurs called clammers and
sometimes industrious kids (you could earn about
a penny a pound), collected the bottom-dwelling,
filter-feeding creatures by hand, and by hook.

Clammers in it for the big money (button compa-
nies generally bought by the ton) would attach
four-pronged implements called crowfoot hooks
to a bar, and then drag them from a flat-bottomed
boat along a sandy river bottom. Some waded in
the shallow water and dug them out by hand.
Mussels embedded in sediment, their shells par-
tially opened for feeding, instinctively would
clamp shut on the hooks as they bounced by.

Taken back to the riverbank, the mussels were re-
moved from the hooks and tossed into a steamer
vat, then cooled and sorted. The "meat" sometimes
was used as fish bait or pig feed and the shells
were checked for pearls, and then shipped to a
button factory for processing.

The shells were soaked in a vat of water before

BARY »LARLS

processing. When the shells were heated in water,
the shells opened. The tool in the photo below
was used for punching out buttons. Shells in the
photo show where buttons were cut out of the
shell. In larger factories, machines were used to
cut out the button blanks. Streams of water
sprayed on the shell as it was cut. Shells were
hard and dulled the tools quickly. Each shell pro-
duced from three to twenty buttons. The blanks
were then polished and two or four holes were
drilled in each. The finished buttons were graded,
sized, weighted, and boxed to sell in bulk to cloth-
ing manufacturers.

At home, women sewed buttons on cards at a rate
of one cent per card. The cards were sold to retail
outlets.

Button cutters might have been able to cut 100
pounds of shells, producing 3,600 button blanks
per day. They were paid per piece and were pe-
nalized for excessive waste. A six-day work week
at 10 hours a day could be a paycheck of $20.
Among other locations, Yorkville and Millington
had button factories.

Pearl buttons can be recognized by their appear-
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ance and by looking at the back of the button.
Most of them are iridescent; the backs may show
some darker colors, as in a clam shell, and per-
haps some irregularities. They varied in diameter.

At one time, about 37 percent of the world's
buttons came from the freshwater shells. Some
were dyed and some were etched. Pearl buttons
could withstand the heat of an iron, but not so
much the modern washing machines, detergents,
and dry cleaners.

The pile of discarded shells were used as decora-
tive borders around flowerbeds, as soil fertilizer,
or crushed into road building material.

Pearls found in opened shells were used for jewel-
ry or sold separately. Pearls were formed when an
irritant like sand or rock gets inside the shell caus-
ing a coating on it and potentially producing a
pearl. By 1907, hunting for pearls from clams in
the river had become a popular social activity for
both men and women. Natural pearls became

quite valuable. In 1911, a pearl found by a man
from Sheridan on the banks of the Fox River was
valued at $8,700.

The boom lasted for a few years until it was found
that too many mussels were taken, and about the
same time production of plastic buttons became
cheaper and more popular. The estimates are now
that the mussel population is growing, but they
will never attain the numbers they once had.
There are projects ongoing to restore native mus-
sels.

Pearl buttons were referred to as the "gold rush of
the Midwest." Muscatine, Iowa, has a National
Pearl Button Museum. The tool, shells, and
buttons in the photo are on display at the Stone
Mill Museum in Sandwich.
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Pioneer Profile: Herbert Wells Fay
Reprinted from Past and Present of DeKalb County

Herbert Wells Fay, editor of the DeKalb Review,
was born February 28, 1859, in Squaw Grove
Township, DeKalb County, Illinois, and is the son
of Edwin Horace and Ann (Haywood) Fay. Mr.
Fay is a grandson of Horace W. Fay, the second
member of the legislature from DeKalb County.

Herbert Wells Fay grew to manhood in his native
township and received his primary education in
the district schools. Later, he attended Monmouth
College three years, taught school one term, and
in 1880 engaged in the newspaper business at
Hinckley. After seven year’s work on the Hinckley
Review, he sold out and moved to DeKalb, Illinois.
In March 1887, he purchased a half interest in the
DeKalb Review. For nineteen years he conducted
the paper in partnership D.W. Tyrrell. On January
10, 1906, the entire plant was destroyed by the
burning of the Haish Opera House Block. Mr. Fay
bought the interest of his partner and since March
15, 1906, has been the sole proprietor. The new
plant was located in the Glidden House basement.
The paper has the largest advertising and sub-
scription patronage of any paper in the county.

At Hinckley, Illinois, September 24, 1884, Mr. Fay
was united in marriage with Miss Nella Augusta
Sebree, also a native of Squaw Grove, born De-
cember 21, 1864. She is a daughter of W.M. Sebree,
the oldest living settler of DeKalb County. They
are the parents of one son, Earl Owen Fay, born
October 24, 1885. He is a graduate of the DeKalb
public schools and has taken two years at Madi-
son University. He is a member of the Sigma Nu
fraternity. For the past year he has been associate
editor of the DeKalb Review.

Fraternally, H.W. Fay is a member of the Chicago
Press Club, Knights of Pythias, Royal Arcanum,

Modern
Woodmen
and Knights
of the Globe.
But it is not
to his news-
paper work
that Mr. Fay
has
achieved his
greatest no-
toriety.

Soon after
the Civil
War when

only two weekly newspapers of the United States
regularly published portraits of noted men, Mr.
Fay, who has a a collector’s instinct, conceived the
idea of saving and classifying the portraits. He
seemed to foresee the demand, and now when
nearly every publication in the land publishes cuts
he has hundreds of thousands of the portraits. He
has made a specialty of historical characters of this
and other countries, and his list of rulers, states-
men, jurists, authors, scientists, artists, musicians
and inventors is very complete. The collection in-
cludes over fifty thousand photographs, steel
prints and etchings of prominent persons. He is
the owner of the McNulty-Butler negative of Lin-
coln, the only well-known negative now in exist-
ence west of the Allegheny mountains.

His Lincoln collection has been exhibited at the
Chicago Press Club; Chicago University; Cham-
paign University; Oak Park; Racine, Wisconsin;
and Evanston University. It consists of two hun-
dred sittings of Lincoln.
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What’s in a Name? The Spartan Story
By Rob Glover, Joiner History Room

This past fall, Sycamore Spartans Jon Walter and
Lauren Holtz asked us to search the DeKalb
County History Center's Archives to find out
when Sycamore High School first adopted the
mascot of the Spartans and why that mascot was
chosen and who chose it.

Sycamore sports date to at least 1906, where both
boys’ and girls’ basketball appear in the first year-
book.

But the first “Sycamore Spartans” are not seen un-
til the 1937-38 Leaves yearbook. In the midst of
the Great Depression, the yearbook was made up
of two parts, the Fall Edition and the Spring Edi-
tion. It is interesting to see the use of “Spartan”
accelerate over that year. The first mention of
Spartans is on page 14 (of 24) in the Fall Edition of
the football section covering the November 6,
1937, game against Batavia: “The newly named
Sycohi Spartans went to Batavia and came out on
the short end of the 13-7 score.”

The November 27, 1937, Sycamore True Republican
newspaper even reported on the new mascot: The
“newly christened Spartans” won a November
24th basketball game against Elburn played in the
home gym.

For more than 30 years the teams were known on-
ly as “Sycohi.” But in the months leading up to
the 1937-38 school year, the former coach J. B.
Shrout was named principal. Leland Strombom, a
gifted Sycamore athlete in years past (and likely
the force behind the adoption of Spartans), be-
came the new football and basketball coach.

In the face of this change—and maybe even due to
sentiment during the Great Depression—there

—

é;{ =

seems to be a push to build school spirit. In De-
cember 1937, “Major Letterman” formed the Spar-
tan Club. To join, “All men in the club must have
a major letter in any one of the sports offered by
the high school.” Under Strombom’s supervision,
the Spartan Club emerged for the purpose of
“promoting the spirit of real sportsmanship in the
athletic program; creating a wholesome relation-
ship with all opponents; developing a spirit of
lasting loyalty to the high athletic ideals to which
our school is dedicated; and to participating effec-
tively in school activities.”

One other thing to note is that the 1937-38 season
was Pete Johnson’s sophomore year at Sycamore
High School. Pete, Class of 1940, participated in
football and basketball all four years. He
“possessed plenty of spirit and drive” and was
considered “a mighty man and a good shot.” A
member of the Spartan Club in his junior and sen-
ior years, he was one of the officers (treasurer) of
the club his senior year.

DeKalb County History Center
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Give DeKalb County Returns May 2
Story and photo provided by Ben Bingle, DeKalb County Nonprofit Partnership

Now in its eleventh year, Give DeKalb County
features multiple ways to support nonprofit or-
ganizations, and the Bonus Pool boosts every do-
nation made. Donors can give from midnight to
midnight on May 2 at GiveDeKalbCounty.org.
Between April 18 and May 2, those who prefer to
donate by check can print a donation form from
the website and give by mail. Donations from In-
dividual Retirement Accounts (IRA) are accepted
and follow mail-in guidelines.

Give DeKalb County is coordinated by the DeK-
alb County Nonprofit Partnership (DCNP), a pro-
gram of the DeKalb County Community Founda-
tion. The previous ten giving days raised over $8.7
million combined.

"Thousands of donors got involved last year, do-
nating more than $1.8 million during Give DeKalb
County,” said Ben Bingle, DCNP Director.

In 2023, Give DeKalb County raised $1,808,235
from 8,306 donations. Donors gave back from 39
states and 2 different countries.

From midnight to midnight on May 2, donors can
give online at GiveDeKalbCounty.org. Donors can
search for a specific organization or browse by
causes such as: Arts and Culture, Education, or
Human Services. In April, a mail-in donation form
will be added to the website. Donors who prefer
to give by personal check can print the form, indi-
cate the organization(s) and donation amount(s),
then write a single check for the total amount pay-
able to “DCCEFE.” The check and donation form can
be mailed to the DeKalb County Community
Foundation, 475 DeKalb Avenue, Sycamore, IL
60178 - postmarked April 18 - May 2.

DCNP raises funds for the Bonus Pool and each
Give DeKalb County donation is boosted by a per-
centage of these funds. The Bonus Pool is made
possible by the generous support of Community
Partners, including: AM/PM Solutions & Services,
Anita Zurbrugg, Anonymous, Craig & Joyce
Mathey, Curran Family, Dan & Kathy Schewe,
David & Beth Prestegaard, David & Suzanne Ju-
day, DeKalb County Community Foundation,
Drake Castle Charitable Fund, Ed & Debbie
Rosenow, Heartland Bank and Trust Company,
Herb & Linda Holderman, James & Karen Buck,
James A. & Christine J. Johnson, James K. and
Loretta M. Hipple Family Fund, Jerry & Annette
Johns, Leeward Renewable Energy, Lynne Wal-
deland, Manny Pena - American Family Insur-
ance, Mark Mannebach & Erika Schlichter, Mary
Lou and Phil Eubanks Fund, Meta, Michael & La-
na Haines, NNGO Ambassadors, Northwestern
Medicine, Paul & Cheryl Callighan, Scott & Kiris-
tin Miller Family, State Farm - Keicher Insurance
Agency, Stephen Kalber, The Law Office of Riley
N. Oncken, P.C., The Suter Company, Tony &
Micki Chulick, Transformation Through Rhythm,
Turner Family Charitable Fund, Victoria Young
Charitable Fund, Wrennhouse Fund, and Yerkes
Consulting LLC.

Mark your calendar for May 2, 2024, and plan to
support nonprofit organizations during Give
DeKalb County! For more information, visit
www.GiveDeKalbCounty.org.
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April Brown Bag

April 4, 12 pm, DeKalb County History Center

Join DeKalb County History Center's Executive
Director, Michelle Donahoe as she explores the
plan for the upcoming exhibit "Food: Gathering
Around the Table" hosted in collaboration with
the Smithsonian Institution. She will discuss
some of the national themes and provide local
examples that will be highlighted in the exhibit.
Additionally, she will include themes that will be
incorporated into the satellite exhibits. Another
highlight will be the wide-variety of programs
that will be scheduled over the next year. This
program is part of “Brown Bag Lunch Series,” a
free lecture series offered by Ellwood House Mu-
seum and DeKalb County History Center.

Community Impact of Norwegian-American
Women

March 24, 2 pm, Leland Resource Bank Community
Room

Presented by Barb Benson Johnson and Connie
Benson Kross and hosted by Leland Historical
Society. Free.

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage Society

April 25-27, Genoa

KVHS Annual Garage Sale, and stay tuned for
more information on the official opening of the
restored caboose, coming this spring!

Ellwood Explorers: Tea Party at Ellcourt

May 11, 10 am, Ellwood House Museum

During this free event for families, sip beverages
from antique china, complete a craft to take

UPCOMING EVENTS & NEWS
from area museums and archives

featuring

home, and try authentic Victorian party games.
This is the first of three programs as part of
Ellwood Explorers, the Ellwood House Muse-
um’s youth educational series. All ages welcome,
registration is required. Visit ellwoodhouse.org/
youth-programs. Ellwood Explorers is supported
by Cy Miller Foundation.

Evening at Ellcourt

May 31, 7-9 pm, Ellwood House Museum

Enjoy crafted cocktails and delicious appetizers
provided by Fatty's Pub and Grille. Musicians
will perform throughout the evening in the Mu-
sic Room. Ellwood House Museum docents and
staff will be on hand to interpret historic spaces
in and around the historic Ellcourt home.

To learn more, and to purchase tickets, visit
ellwoodhouse.org/ellcourt. Limited tickets will be
available, so don’t miss this opportunity to expe-
rience wonderful food and drink in this historic
setting. You must be 21 or older to purchase tick-
ets for Evening at Ellcourt.

Aunt Evie’s Cafeteria Lunch

June 12, 12 p.m., Leland United Methodist Church
Mention of “Aunt Evie” evokes fond memories of
delicious school lunches for decades of Leland
students. A lunch of menu items from the 1960s
will be served cafeteria style followed by a pro-
gram of funny, fond, and surprising remem-
brances by Laurinda Kidd and Martha Bianco.
Also a silent auction. Leland Historical Society is
sponsoring this program in conjunction with the
Smithsonian FOOD exhibit with DCHC. Watch
for ticket information at lelandhistory.org

Societies and museums can send their news and events to Jessi Haish LaRue at jhaish09@gmail.com
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DeKalb County Historical Society, Museum,
Archive & Cultural Center Resources

DeKalb
DeKalb Area Agricultural Heritage
Association
daaha.org
E-mail: daaha.inc@gmail.com
815-756-8737

DeKalb Area Women'’s Center
http://dekalbareawomens
center.weebly.com/

E-mail: DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
815-758-1351

Egyptian Theatre
egyptiantheatre.org
E-mail: info@egyptiantheatre.org
815-758-1215

Ellwood House Museum
ellwoodhouse.org
E-mail: info@ellwoodhouse.org
815-756-4609

Glidden Homestead & Hist. Center
gliddenhomestead.org
Email:
jessi@gliddenhomestead.org
815-756-7904

At NIU

Anthropology Museum
niu.edu/anthro_museum
815-753-0230/815-753-0246

Art Museum
niu.edu/artmuseum
815-753-1936

Blackwell History of Education
Museum & Milan Township One-
Room School
cedu.niu.edu/blackwell
E-mail: blackwell@niu.edu
815-753-1236/815-753-1241

Regional History Center
library.niu.edu/ulib/content/
collections/rhc/index.shtml
815-753-1779

Genoa

Kishwaukee Valley Heritage

Society & Museum
dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
KishValHistSoc/New_
Homepage.htm
E-mail: kvhsmuseum@gmail.com
815-784-5559

Hinckley
Hinckley Historical Society

HinckleyHistoricalSociety.com
E-mail: hinckleyhistoricalsociety
@gmail.com

815-761-4058 (Bob)

Kirkland

Kirkland Historical Society
kirklandhistoricalsociety.com
815-522-6260

Leland

Leland Historical Society
Leland Area History Center
lelandhistory.org

Email: lelandillinoishisto-
ry@gmail.com
815-495-4457

Malta

Malta Historical & Genealogical

Society & Museum
villageofmalta.net
maltahistorcialsociety.htm
815-384-3481

Sandwich

City Hall and Opera House
sandwichoperahouse.org
E-mail: operahouse@sannauk.
com
815-786-2555

Stone Mill Museum & Sandwich
Historical Society
815-786-2513

Shabbona

Shabbona-Lee-Rollo Museum
slrmuseum.com
E-mail: sirmuseum@gmail.com
Phone: 815-824-2597

Somonauk
Olmstead Memorial Museum
themonumentalarchives. com/
Olmstead_Museum.php
815-498-2417/815-228-1474

Sycamore
Family History Center at LDS
Church

815-895-0702

Joiner History Room
joinerhistoryroom.org
E-mail: joinerhistoryroom
@dekalbcounty.org
815-895-7271

North Grove School & North Grove
School Assn.
northgroveschool.org
E-mail: info@northgroveschool.
org

DeKalb County History Center
dekalbcountyhistory.org
E-mail: info@sycamorehistory.org
815-895-5762

Waterman

Waterman Area Heritage Society &

Museum
dekalb.illinoisgenweb.org/
WatermanSoc.htm
815-756-4030/815-264-7717


mailto:DeKalbAWC@gmail.com
http://www.hinckleyhistoricalsociety.org/
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